Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Saturday, February 26, 2022 11:53 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Monthly Economic Update - February

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Jan Bishop <jbishop@kaiserinvest.com>
Date: February 18, 2022 at 1:57:16 PM MST
Subject: Monthly Economic Update - February

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

In this month’s recap: Stocks fell as rising bond yields, elevated inflation, and a
hawkish-sounding Fed took turns rattling investor confidence.

Monthly Economic Update
February 2022

U.S. Markets
1

Rising yields, elevated inflation, and a hawkish-sounding Fed took turns rattling the stock market
in January, with technology-heavy Nasdaq particularly hard hit.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 3.32 percent, while the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index
fell 5.26 percent. The Nasdaq lost 8.98 percent. 1

Fear of the Fed
Anxiety about the Federal Reserve’s pivot from its accommodative monetary policy toward
monetary normalization hung over the market all month.
Early in the month, the Fed released the minutes from its December meeting, which suggested a
more hawkish tone than what investors were expecting.
Inside the Fed minutes, the first update that unsettled markets was the likelihood of an interest
rate increase in March, which would be sooner than many had expected. The second update that
upset investors was news that the Fed was considering reducing its balance sheet, a step toward
tightening that had not been widely anticipated.

More from the Fed
Following its January meeting, Fed Chair Powell indicated that reducing the balance sheet might
come at a faster pace than the balance sheet reductions in 2014 and 2018.
Bond yields trended higher in response to Powell’s news. Higher yields hurt technology and other
high-valuation companies the most.

Economic Recovery
Amid the stock market turbulence, the underlying fundamentals showed a solid economic
recovery. Unemployment fell, housing was strong, and fourth-quarter Gross Domestic Product
rose beyond consensus expectations. But hot inflation tempered enthusiasm.

Earnings Underway
A strong start to the fourth quarter earnings season caught investor’s attention. Of the 33 percent
of the companies comprising the S&P 500 Index that reported by month’s end, 77 percent
reported earnings above Wall Street estimates. While the total “beat” percentage was higher than
average, the amount by which earnings actually beat analysts’ estimates was by a narrower
margin.2
Stocks rallied sharply in the final two sessions, taking the edge off an otherwise challenging month
for investors.

Sector Scorecard
Except for Energy (+17.07 percent), all industry sectors closed the month with losses, including
Communications Services (-8.27 percent), Consumer Discretionary (-13.23 percent), Consumer
Staples (-1.05 percent), Financials (-1.33 percent), Health Care (-7.07 percent), Industrials (-5.54
percent), Materials (-7.70 percent), Real Estate (-8.48 percent), Technology (-10.09 percent), and
Utilities (-3.86 percent).3
2

What Investors May Be Talking About in February
With the fourth quarter earnings season well underway, investors will continue to focus on
earnings reports throughout the month. Expect investors to continue to focus on quarterly reports
from high-valuation growth companies.
Earnings from such companies may have a high bar to clear with investors amid expectations for
a continued climb in bond yields.
As investors saw in January, these high-multiple stocks can come under pressure as bond yields
trend higher. The reason for this is twofold. First, when rates tick up, it’s more difficult to forecast
future earnings. Second, higher rates may increase a firm’s cost of capital.

TIP OF THE MONTH

Students who want to enter college this fall should complete the FAFSA early in the
year to increase eligibility for student aid. After completing it, they should apply for
scholarships as soon as possible.
World Markets
Overseas markets fell in tandem with the U.S., as the MSCI-EAFE Index sank 5.76 percent in
January.4
Major European markets were broadly lower, with losses in Germany (-2.60 percent) and France
(-2.15 percent). The U.K. was the only major European exchange that saw a gain (+1.08
percent).5
Pacific Rim markets were mostly down as well. Australia lost 6.35 percent and Japan dropped
6.22 percent. Hong Kong bucked the trend, gaining 1.73 percent. 6

Indicators
Gross Domestic Product: The rate of economic expansion in the fourth quarter exceeded
economists’ expectations, rising 6.9 percent—triple the growth rate of the third quarter. While
the headline number was strong, two concerns emerged: Much of the growth was due to
inventory build-up, and the price index for personal consumption expenditures (an inflation
measure) accelerated from the third quarter, climbing 6.5 percent. 7
Employment: Hiring slowed in December, with employers adding just 199,000 jobs—well below
consensus estimates. The unemployment rate dropped to 3.9 percent, while wage growth rose
3

4.7 percent from a year ago, signaling a tight labor market. The December jobs report reflects
data prior to the start of the Omicron variant spread in late December. 8
Retail Sales: Retail sales declined by 1.9 percent. The spread of Omicron and early consumer
holiday buying in response to possible inventory shortages dampened spending in December. 9
Industrial Production: Industrial production contracted 0.1 percent. This dip was attributed to a
decline in auto production and a drop in utility output due to warmer weather. 10
Housing: Housing starts rose by 1.9 percent in the final month of 2021, helped by the warmest
December on record. This increase occurred despite rising lumber prices and higher mortgage
rates.11
Existing home sales slipped 4.6 percent, hampered by a higher year-over-year median sales price
(+15.8 percent) and tight inventory.12
New home sales surged by 11.9 percent. With new homes, higher mortgage rates did not
discourage buyers.13
Consumer Price Index: Consumer prices rose 0.5 percent in December, with inflation climbing
7.0 percent from a year ago. This year-over-year increase was the highest since 1982. 14
Durable Goods Orders: Durable goods orders declined 0.9 percent to their lowest level since
April 2020, reflecting the impact of the Omicron surge. 15
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us.”
RALPH WALDO EMERSON

The Fed
The Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) at its January meeting left rates unchanged,
though officials signaled that rates would likely be raised at its next meeting in March.
The Fed also approved one last round of bond purchases, bringing quantitative easing to an end
by March.
The FOMC did not offer details on its plan to shrink the Fed’s balance sheet. But Fed Chair Powell
indicated that shrinking the Fed’s asset holdings may occur at a faster rate than in past periods
of balance sheet reductions.16
MARKET INDEX

Y-T-D CHANGE

January 2022

DJIA

-3.32%

-3.32%

NASDAQ

-8.98%

-8.98%

S&P 500

-5.26%

-5.26%
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BOND YIELD

Y-T-D

January 2022

10 YR TREASURY

.27%

1.78%

Sources: Yahoo Finance, January 31, 2022.
The market indexes discussed are unmanaged and generally considered representative of their respective markets. Individuals
cannot directly invest in unmanaged indexes. Past performance does not guarantee future results. U.S. Treasury Notes are
guaranteed by the federal government as to the timely payment of principal and interest. However, if you sell a Treasury Note
prior to maturity, it may be worth more or less than the original price paid.

THE MONTHLY RIDDLE

Add missing vowels to these three trios of letters to get the sixletter names of three different countries: PNM, MXC, KWT.
LAST MONTH’S RIDDLE: The English language has a noun with three consecutive double letters in it. The
word is 10 letters long, and it describes a job involving math. What is this word?
ANSWER: Bookkeeper.

Know someone who could use information like this?
Please feel free to send us their contact information via phone or email. (Don’t worry – we’ll
request their permission before adding them to our mailing list.)
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Todd P. Bishop
President/CEO
6101 Yellowstone Road, Suite 123
Cheyenne, WY 82009
307-634-1547
307-634-1546 Fax

Investment advisory services offered through Kaiser Wealth Management. Securities and investment
advisory services also offered through Geneos Wealth Management, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.
This email including attachments, may include confidential and/or proprietary information, and may be used only by the
person or entity to which it is addressed. If the reader of this email is not the intended recipient or his or her authorized
agent, the reader is hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this email is prohibited. If you
received this email in error, please notify the sender by replying to this message and delete the email immediately.
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Geneos Wealth Management, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
If you do not wish to receive further Monthly Economic Updates, please hit your reply button and in the subject line
type: UNSUBSCRIBE

This material was prepared by MarketingPro, Inc., and does not necessarily represent the views of the presenting party, nor their affiliates. The
information herein has been derived from sources believed to be accurate. Please note - investing involves risk, and past performance is no
guarantee of future results. Investments will fluctuate and when redeemed may be worth more or less than when originally invested. This
information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice and may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any Federal tax penalty.
This is neither a solicitation nor recommendation to purchase or sell any investment or insurance product or service, and should not be relied upon
as such. All market indices discussed are unmanaged and are not illustrative of any particular investment. Indices do not incur management fees,
costs, or expenses. Investors cannot invest directly in indices. All economic and performance data is historical and not indicative of future results.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted index of 30 actively traded blue-chip stocks. The NASDAQ Composite Index is a marketweighted index of all over-the-counter common stocks traded on the National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation System. The
Standard & Poor's 500 (S&P 500) is a market-cap weighted index composed of the common stocks of 500 leading companies in leading industries
of the U.S. economy. The Russell 2000 Index measures the performance of the small-cap segment of the U.S. equity universe. The CBOE Volatility
Index® (VIX®) is a key measure of market expectations of near-term volatility conveyed by S&P 500 stock index option prices. NYSE Group, Inc.
(NYSE:NYX) operates two securities exchanges: the New York Stock Exchange (the “NYSE”) and NYSE Arca (formerly known as the Archipelago
Exchange, or ArcaEx®, and the Pacific Exchange). NYSE Group is a leading provider of securities listing, trading and market data products and
services. The New York Mercantile Exchange, Inc. (NYMEX) is the world's largest physical commodity futures exchange and the preeminent trading
forum for energy and precious metals, with trading conducted through two divisions – the NYMEX Division, home to the energy, platinum, and
palladium markets, and the COMEX Division, on which all other metals trade. The SSE Composite Index is an index of all stocks (A shares and B
shares) that are traded at the Shanghai Stock Exchange. The CAC-40 Index is a narrow-based, modified capitalization-weighted index of 40
companies listed on the Paris Bourse. The FTSEurofirst 300 Index comprises the 300 largest companies ranked by market capitalization in the FTSE
Developed Europe Index. The FTSE 100 Index is a share index of the 100 companies listed on the London Stock Exchange with the highest market
capitalization. Established in January 1980, the All Ordinaries is the oldest index of shares in Australia. It is made up of the share prices for 500 of
the largest companies listed on the Australian Securities Exchange. The S&P/TSX Composite Index is an index of the stock (equity) prices of the
largest companies on the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX) as measured by market capitalization. The Hang Seng Index is a free float-adjusted market
capitalization-weighted stock market index that is the main indicator of the overall market performance in Hong Kong. The FTSE TWSE Taiwan 50
Index is a capitalization-weighted index of stocks comprising 50 companies listed on the Taiwan Stock Exchange developed by Taiwan Stock
Exchange in collaboration with FTSE. The MSCI World Index is a free-float weighted equity index that includes developed world markets and does
not include emerging markets. The Mexican Stock Exchange, commonly known as Mexican Bolsa, Mexbol, or BMV, is the only stock exchange in
Mexico. The U.S. Dollar Index measures the performance of the U.S. dollar against a basket of six currencies. Additional risks are associated with
international investing, such as currency fluctuations, political and economic instability, and differences in accounting standards. This material
represents an assessment of the market environment at a specific point in time and is not intended to be a forecast of future events or a guarantee
of future results. MarketingPro, Inc. is not affiliated with any person or firm that may be providing this information to you. The publisher is not
engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional services. If assistance is needed, the reader is advised to engage the services of a
competent professional.
CITATIONS:
1. WSJ.com, January 31, 2022
2. Insight.FactSet.com, January 28, 2022
3. SectorSpdr.com, January 31, 2022
4. MSCI.com, January 31, 2022
5. MSCI.com, January 31, 2022
6. MSCI.com, January 31, 2022
7. WSJ.com, January 27, 2022
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8. WSJ.com, January 7, 2022
9. WSJ.com, January 14, 2022
10. MarketWatch.com, January 14, 2022
11. CNBC.com, January 19, 2022
12. CNBC.com, January 20, 2022
13. USNews.com, January 26, 2022
14. WSJ.com, January 12, 2022
15. CNBC.com, January 27, 2022
16. WSJ.com, January 26, 2022
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, February 24, 2022 9:18 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - February 23, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 6:04 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - February 23, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
The link ed
image can not
be d isplay ed.
The file may
hav e been
mov ed,
ren amed, or
deleted.
Verify that
the link
points to the
correct file
and location.
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Daily Legislative Update - February 23, 2022

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:00 a.m.
Senate Judiciary
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. Support
SF0065 Electrical safety enforcement - amendments. Support
House Minerals, Business and Economic Development
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. Strongly Support
8:30 a.m.
House Appropriations
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. Support
2

HB0091 County officers - salaries. Support
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0001 General government appropriations - 2.
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. Monitor
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. Support
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. Oppose
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. Monitor
Third Reading
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. Monitor
General File
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. Support
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. Support
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. Support
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. Monitor
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. Support
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. Monitor
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0001 General government appropriations.
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. Support
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. Support
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. Support
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. Support
SF0099 Public monies - deposits in credit unions. Support
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. Support
General File
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. Support
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. Support
Upon Noon Recess
Senate Minerals, Business and Economic Development
SF0071 Deregulated industrial power zones. Oppose
Upon Adjournment
Senate Transportation, Highways and Military Affairs
SF0014 Telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Monitor

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal
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Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0001 General government appropriations - 2. H COW passed
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: COW
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. H Corporations recommend do pass
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. H 3rd reading laid back
 Adopted amendments: standing committee 1, COW 1, COW 2
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. H Corporations
recommend do pass
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. H Corporations
recommend do pass
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. H COW passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
Senate Files
SF0001 General government appropriations. S COW passed
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. S Travel recommend
do pass
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. S COW passed
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. S 2nd reading laid back
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. S COW passed
SF0099 Public monies - deposits in credit unions. S COW passed
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.
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Legislative Quick Links







2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
February 23rd - Budget bill - second reading.
February 24th - Last day for bills to be reported out of committee in the house of origin.
February 25th - Last day for committee of the whole in the house of origin. Budget bill third reading.
February 28th - Last day for second reading in the house of origin.
March 1st - Last day for third reading for bills in the house of origin.
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union
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The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:24 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Cigna is revolutionizing how specialty drugs are managed

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Your Cigna Client Manager <DiscoverCigna@connecting.cigna.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 1:01 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Cigna is revolutionizing how specialty drugs are managed
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
See how the path to fina ncial and physi cal wellness begins with Cigna’s integrated s pecialty ca pabilities.

Read the online version.

An important
update from Cigna
February edition

1

Hello Pete,
We are pleased to provide you with the latest Cigna integrated pharmacy
information. This month we are sharing our Comprehensive Specialty Rx
Management Capabilities; recently added Cigna 90 Now Walgreens Savings
Network; and Healthcare Market Trends of 2022.

Latest News
Comprehensive Specialty Rx Management
Predictive modeling and reporting, proactive site of care management, and
personalized medication counseling, are just a few of the ways we take
control of Specialty drug management. And with over half of specialty drug
spend occurring on the medical benefit, our ability to make an impact across
benefits is what helps to drive better health outcomes for our customers, and
real savings for our clients.

• Cigna Integrated Specialty Rx Capabilities
Cigna 90 Now Walgreens Savings Network
We recently added the Cigna 90 Now Walgreens Savings Network to the
network options available when it comes to where and how employees get
their maintenance medications. Talk to your client manager to see if a
Walgreens anchored network is right for your area.

• Cigna’s Retail Pharmacy Networks
2022 Healthcare Market Trends
The impact of COVID-19 has continued to accelerate health care innovation
and reshape the industry in 2021. With the first month of the New Year
behind us, we are keeping a close eye on key trends which are expected to
influence the health care landscape in 2022 and beyond.

• Read more on The Dose

Coming Soon

2

In March we will be sharing the information about formulary changes that will
be coming in July 2022. Please watch your inbox for more information.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Kylen Sullivan
kylen.sullivan@cigna.com
(303) 691-3190

Product availability may vary by location and plan type and is subject to change. All group health
insurance policies and health beneﬁt plans contain exclusions and limitations. For costs and details of
coverage, review your plan documents or contact a Cigna representative.
All Cigna products and services are provided exclusively by or through operating subsidiaries of Cigna
Corporation, including Cigna Health and Life Insurance Company (CHLIC), Express Scripts, Inc., or their
aﬃliates.
963689 02/22 © 2022 Cigna. All rights reserved.
Legal Disclaimer | Privacy | Product Disclosures | Cigna Company Names
This is an email from Cigna | 900 Cottage Grove Road | Bloomfield, CT 06002.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, February 24, 2022 4:44 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Conference Presentations
WCCA Feb 2022 Presentation.pdf; WYDOT Update to WCCA (V3)(LR).pdf;
2022NACoWyomingCyberPresentation.pdf; NRP Best Practices Presentation - February
2022.pdf; WCCA 2022 Conference Session 2-23-22 - Allison Slife.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Kelli Little <klittle@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 3:59 PM
To: Kelli Little <klittle@wyo-wcca.org>
Cc: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>; Britney Butler <bbutler@wyo-wcca.org>; Bailey Brennan
<bbrennan@wyo-wcca.org>
Subject: Conference Presentations
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Hello All,
Thank you to all of those who joined us in Cheyenne this week for the Legislative Conference! We appreciate the
engagement, thoughtful dialogue, and camaraderie we got to share with you all.
Please find attached all the presentations from this week, with the exception of the USFS presentation. Once I receive
that I will forward along.
These can also be found on Dropbox, under WCCA Resources>Meeting Presentations.
Hope you all have a great rest of the week!
1

Kelli Little
Deputy Director
Wyoming County Commissioners Association
(307) 632-5409 (office)
(307) 760-6926 (cell)
klittle@wyo-wcca.org
www.wyo-wcca.org
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©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ARPA Funding: Introduction to the
State Consultant For Technical
Assistance
Wyoming County Commissioners Association (WCCA) 2022 Legislative Conference
February 23, 2022
WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING | AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Overview and Background

WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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• State of Wyoming’s role
• CLA’s role: Allison Slife, CPA, Principal, State and Local

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Introduction and Overview

Government, with CLA
o Consultant of the State relating to the State’s American Rescue Plan
Act, ARPA, State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, SLFRF

3

• https://www.gfoa.org/american-rescue-plan-spendingguiding-principles

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

GFOA ARPA Guiding Principles

1. Temporary nature of ARPA funds
2. ARPA scanning and partnering efforts
3. Take time and careful consideration

4

Governor Gordon’s framework for how to leverage resources to make sure
Wyoming thrives in the years to come, and to ensure that funds are spent
strategically to maximize the benefits to the State

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Wyoming’s Strategy to Survive, Drive and Thrive
(released June 2021)

Each project should:
• Have a long-term impact or return on investment
• Not replenish budget cuts unless replenishment can be sustained
• Be sustainable and not add to the state’s ongoing financial responsibilities
• Support stimulus over relief
• Where possible, leverage the dollars through matching or buy-in programs
• Create capacity for the future
• Benefit a wide group of citizens
5

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Overview of the CLA Contract’s with the State:
ARPA Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds (CSLFRF) and Relevance to WCCA
Members
• Request and review documentation, subrecipient agreements and risk

•
•
•
•

assessment
Establish NEU website and help desk method
Provide assistance and training to NEUs
Develop data visuals and dashboards
NEU proactive monitoring and close-out plan
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•
•
•
•

•
•

Federal compliance
Internal controls
Audit trail and decision-making documentation
Equity and Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) requirements
(see Treasury’s Compliance and Reporting Guidance)
Uniform Guidance requirements
Treasury Reporting Deadlines

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Overarching Reminders

7

There are several guiding principles for developing your own effective compliance regimes:

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Key Principles per Treasury’s Compliance and
Reporting Guidance

• Recipients and subrecipients are the first line of defense, and responsible for ensuring the SLFRF award funds are not used for
ineligible purposes, and there is no fraud, waste, or abuse associated with their SLFRF award;
• Many SLFRF-funded projects respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and meet urgent community needs. Swift and
effective implementation is vital, and recipients must balance facilitating simple and rapid program access widely across the
community and maintaining a robust documentation and compliance regime;

• Treasury encourages recipients to use SLFRF-funded projects to advance shared interests and promote equitable delivery of
government benefits and opportunities to underserved communities, as outlined in Executive Order 13985, On Advancing Racial
Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government; and
• Transparency and public accountability for SLFRF award funds and use of such funds are critical to upholding program integrity
and trust in all levels of government, and SLFRF award funds should be managed consistent with Administration guidance per
Memorandum M-21-20 and Memorandum M-20-21.
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Launch of NEU website and helpdesk

Format, involvement by State, content planning
Process for NEU’s to submit help desk questions

Next steps

9
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ARPA Overview and Takeaways

WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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• On March 11, 2021, ARPA was signed into law and provided $350

•

billion of funding to states, territories, tribal and local governments
to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and its
economic impacts.
Interim Final Rule outlined revenue loss calculation and allowable
costs under the various categories

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ARPA Overview and Takeaways

o Interim Final Rule (treasury.gov)

• Final Rule issued on January 6, 2022
o Clarified prior guidance and enumerated additional allowable
expenditures
o SLFRF-Final-Rule.pdf (treasury.gov)
11

• Treasury provided a summary of the

•

major changes under the Final Rule
o Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds: Overview of the
Final Rule (treasury.gov)
Compliance and Reporting Guidance &
User Guide
o SLFRF-Compliance-and-ReportingGuidance (treasury.gov)
o Project and Expenditure Report
User Guide - State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds (treasury.gov)

• Under the SLFRF program, funds
must be used for costs incurred on
or after March 3, 2021. Further,
funds must be obligated by
December 31, 2024, and expended
by December 31, 2026. This time
period, during which recipients can
expend SLFRF funds, is the “period
of performance.”

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ARPA Overview and Takeaways (continued)

12

• General ledger implications
•
•

•
•

o Funds, accounts, projects, budgets and more!
ACFR/Financial Statements and audit considerations (SEFA, the Schedule of
Expenditures of Federal Awards)
o Assistance Listing No. (formerly CFDA) #21.027
Treasury reporting
o Recap of requirements
o 66 different subcategories with unique requirements
o Central repository for reporting
o Prepare early
Budget sustainability
o What message are you sending to your employees or constituents?
What other federal or state sources are available?

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ARPA Overview and Takeaways (continued)
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• Eligible Expenditure Categories per Treasury:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

1 - Public Health
2 - Responding to Negative Economic Impacts
3 - Services to Disproportionately Impacted Communities
4 - Premium Pay
5 - Water, Sewer & Broadband Infrastructure
6 - Revenue Replacement
7 - Administrative

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

ARPA Overview and Takeaways (continued)

14
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Revenue Replacement

WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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• MAJOR Revenue Loss change: The Final Rule allows recipients to elect a
standard allowance of UP TO $10 million revenue loss instead of using the
calculation.

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Revenue Loss – Use of funds

o Allowance covers entire period of performance
o Allowance is not dependent on the “size” of the entitlement, but can only
claim this up to your ARPA allocation

• The Interim Final Rule gave recipients broad latitude to use funds for the
provision of government services to the extent of reduction in revenue.
• These expenditures do not have to qualify under one of the other ARPA
categories, but do have the same time frame for when the costs must be
obligated or expended
• More resources: https://www.claconnect.com/events/2022/demystifying-revenue-lossand-arpa-funds
16
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Spending on Government Services

Government services generally include any service traditionally
provided by a government, unless Treasury has stated
otherwise.

17

(A) statutory
restrictions
under the ARPA
(B) other
restrictions on
use

• 1) offsetting a reduction in net tax
revenue
• 2) deposits into pension funds

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Restriction on Uses

• 1) debt service and replenishing reserves
• 2) settlements and judgments
• 3) general restrictions.

18

May not “use the funds … to either directly or indirectly offset a reduction in
… net tax revenue … resulting from a change in law, regulation, or
administrative interpretation during the covered period that reduces any tax
… or delays the imposition of any tax or tax increase.”

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Restriction on Uses – Statutory Restrictions

• Step by step processes for assessing potential “offset” of revenue

Prohibit all recipients, except Tribal governments, from using funds for
deposit into any pension fund.
• Does not address OPEB

19

Debt service and
replenishing financial
reserves
• This is not considered
a government service
to constituents

Settlements or
judgments
• If a settlement or
judgment requires a
government to
provided
governmental services
that be allowable,
then those services
are allowable under
Revenue Loss rules

Other

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Restriction on Uses - Other

• Terms and Conditions
• Violations of Conflict
of Interest (Award
Terms and Conditions
and OMB’s Uniform
Guidance)
• Other Federal, State
and Local rules and
regulations

20
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Reporting

WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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• Done on a quarterly or annual basis depending on tier level
(see next slide)
• Must register with ID.me
• Designate at least one of the three roles available within the
Treasury portal:

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Project and Expenditure Reporting

o Account Administrator
o Point of Contact for Reporting
o Authorized Representative for Reporting

22

• Tier 1-3 recipients report
projects and expenditures
quarterly
• Tier 4-6 recipients report
projects and expenditures
annually
• NEU = Non-Entitlement Unit
• List of Reporting Tiers by
Recipient:

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Reporting Guidance

https://home.treasury.gov/system/fil
es/136/SLFRF-Recipient-TiersJanuary-Reporting.xlsx
23

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

CLA webinar on March 8th 10 am MST on ARPA Subrecipients: Risk Assessments, Monitoring and
Reporting https://www.claconnect.com/events/2022/arpa-subrecipients-risk-assessments-monitoringand-reporting
Recorded CLA webinar from 2/10/22 “ARPA Portal Solution Demonstration”:
https://www.claconnect.com/events/2022/arpa-portal-solution-demonstration
Recorded CLA webinar from 1/27/22 “Update on CSLFRF Funded by ARPA”:
https://www.claconnect.com/events/2022/update-on-coronavirus-state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-fundsfunded-by-arpa
Recorded CLA webinar from 1/11/22 “Demystifying Revenue Loss and ARPA Funds”:
https://www.claconnect.com/events/2022/demystifying-revenue-loss-and-arpa-funds
Recorded CLA webinar from 11/9/21 “Managing Your ARPA Funds”:
https://www.claconnect.com/events/2021/managing-your-arpa-funds
Recorded CLA webinar from 3/31/21 “ARPA: Perspectives and Lessons Learned for Governments”:
https://www.claconnect.com/events/2021/american-rescue-plan-act-of-2021
Recorded Treasury webinars (reporting, evidence and evaluation, equitable economic recovery):
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribalgovernments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds/recipient-compliance-and-reporting-responsibilities

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Review of upcoming & past trainings & webinars
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• Treasury’s CSLFRF website: https://home.treasury.gov/policy-

•

•
•

issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-andlocal-fiscal-recovery-funds
o Final Rule, Overview of the Final Rule, Final Rule Press Release, Interim Final
Rule FAQs, Non-Entitlement Unit Information, Compliance and Reporting
Guidance
2021 Compliance Supplement Addendum 1 for CSLFRF:
https://www.cfo.gov/2021-addendum-1/
CLA’s website for State and Local Governments Responding to COVID-19:
https://www.claconnect.com/general/2021/state-and-local-governmentsresponding-to-covid19
Uniform Guidance (2 CFR Part 200): https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitleA/chapter-II/part-200

©2021 CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Helpful Resources

25
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Questions?

WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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Contact Information:
Allison Slife, CPA, Principal
CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen LLP)
303-439-6018
Allison.Slife@CLAconnect.com
WEALTH ADVISORY | OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor
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Natural Resource Plans:
Best Practices for Implementation
Bailey K. Brennan and Dru Palmer
WCCA Legislative Conference – January 2022

NEPA The National Environmental Policy Act

Coordination and
Consistency

FLPMA The Federal Land Policy Management Act
NFMA The National Forest Management Act

• The Forest Service must review local
government planning and land use policies
when developing and revising land
management plans.

Forest Service and
Coordination

• A final decision must contain consideration
of objectives, the compatibility and
interrelated impacts of Forest Service plan
and local government policies,
opportunities to contribute to common
objectives and ways to reduce conflicts
between a Forest Service plan and local
policies.
16 U.S.C. § 1604; 36 C.F.R. § 219.4(b)(2)

• The BLM must coordinate federal land
inventory, planning and management activities
with land use planning and management
programs of local government, which includes:

BLM’s
Consistency
Reviews

• Keeping apprised of non-BLM plans
• Assisting in resolving inconsistencies plans

• Providing for meaningful public involvement
in the development of resource
management plans
• Developing BLM plans collaboratively with
cooperating agencies where possible.

• Governor’s Consistency Review
43 U.S.C. § 1712; 43 C.F.R. § 1610.3-1

County
Natural
Resource
Plans

• Establish and share the priorities and
objectives for federal lands and resources
within a county.
• BLM and Forest Service must review,
consider and explain deviations from these
plans.

Plans in Practice

Best Practices

• Ensure each county commissioner
has a copy of the plan, especially
new commissioners and understands
their importance
• Share your plan with local and
regional federal land managers in
digital and hard copy form, especially
when there is turnover

• Post your plan to your county website

• Refer to your plan when serving as a
cooperating agency

Best Practices

• Incorporate priorities and objectives from
your plan into comments on federal plans,
projects or actions
• In comments to federal land managers,
identify inconsistencies between their
proposed action and your county’s plan
• Engage with the Governor’s office during
the Governor’s Consistency Review period
to include inconsistencies with local plans

Cybersecurity: How to Protect Your County in
a Changing World
Feb 22, 2022
Rita D Reynolds, NACo CIO

1

Ransomware

Russia
Cyber Insurance
Ukraine

IoT Devices
Log4j

Mis/Dis
Information

Insider
Broadband

2

Video

Remote Work

Cloud

Smart Devices

Hardware

Software

Supply Chain

Supply Chain

Cyber Insurance
3

External Threats – Hacker As a Service

4

External Threats – Hacker As a Service

4 minutes
100 GB
encrypted

5

The Current State of Cyber – Insider Threats

An internal employee maliciously or
inadvertently causes an issue to
occur.

•

•

NEW: USB mailings starting in
August 2021 and continuing
through January 2022.
When plugged in, the device may
appear to be a keyboard on the
system and execute code in
memory, including a PowerShell
payload.
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C

Cyber Guide for County Leadership
Five Areas

Cyber

GIS

Workforce
talent

Top Ten Benefits Cyber

Budgeting

Tech
Planning,
Strategy

Detection

Use Cases
and
Investment

Flextime

Procurement

Projects

Prevention

Strategy

Benefits

Contracts

Priorities

Response

Policies and
Data Sharing

Career
Growth

Grants

Innovation

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Increased security
Protection of residents
Lower Cyber Insurance Coverage
Protection of end users
Protection of data assets
Protection of the county brand
Protection of the website
Protection of the network
Protection of Election Equipment
Protection of Election Processes
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Cyber Guide for County Leadership
Top Ten Questions
C

1. Does the County have a Board adopted Information
elected leadership support you in those?
Security Program in place to govern cyber risk
6. Does our county have an employee security
management?
awareness training program in place? Tell me more.
2. Does the county have Multi-Factor Authentication
7. Are our backups safe from a security threat and have
(MFA) in place?
we conducted exercises to test reinstalling data from
3. Does our county have a security incident plan in place
backup?
and is that plan part of the overall continuity of
8. How does our county ensure the cyber safety of
government plan?
county employees, contractors and others that
4. What cyber-related issues have we experienced in the
connect to the network, especially in a remote
past year or key high-level findings that have been
environment?
uncovered through an assessment, and what is our
9. Is our county using the cloud for hosting data and
plan for addressing them?
applications and how is that protected?
5. Are there security initiatives which you believe are
10. Why do we need cyber insurance and what are the
important to take on in the next several years? And
current challenges?
does that involve new tools and funding? How can

8

Change Your
Password

MFA

Tend to the Basics
Patch..Patch..Patch

End User
Training

Cyber Attack
Simulations

Network
Monitoring

Policies

End User
Protection

MS-ISAC

Security
Incident Plan
Assessments

DotGov
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Eleven Basics
NACo Cyber Priorities and Best Practices
Publication
1. MFA – Multi Factor Authentication
2. DMARC
3. DotGov
4. Assessments
5. Join MS-ISAC
6. Monitoring Tools
7. Contract Reviews-3rd Party Providers
8. End User Education
9. End User Protection
10. Support (staffing, consultants)
11. Policies

10
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• Grant Funding
•

ARPA (American Rescue Plan)

• Allows Recovery Funds to be used for modernization of
cybersecurity, including hardware and software
•

IIJA (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Acct

12

• NACo Tech Xchange
•Discussion Group
•Portal
•Focus Groups – toolkits
•CIO Forums
• Open to County IT Leaders
and other IT employees
(security)

760 Members
Wyoming - 2
13

•

•

•

2022 Cyber Simulations
• March 14 - 18, 2022 | Ransomware on 911 Systems and Backup Systems
• June 13 - 17, 2022 | Counterfeit Websites/Website Defacement
• September 19 - 23, 2022 | Waste Management, Water Treatment and
Recycling Centers
• November 14 - 18, 2022 | Procurement Without IT Support
Deadlines
• Feb 28 | NCSR – National Cyber Security Review
Upcoming Webinars
• March 29, 1:00-2:00 PM | AI Technology for Next-Gen Community
Engagement
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Questions?
Rita Reynolds, CIO, NACo
rreynolds@naco.org

15

Update to Wyoming County
Commissioners Association
February 2022
K. Luke Reiner, Director
Luke.Reiner@wyo.gov
307-286-2930

February, 2022/V3

Federal Funding Update
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)1
Total Anticipated Formula Funding for Wyoming*

FY

Surface Transportation
(Construction not
operation)**

Bridges

Electric Vehicles

Aeronautics

Total Federal

2022

339,391,760

45,000,000

5,356,005

50,000,000

389,747,765

2023

346,180,057

45,000,000

5,356,005

50,000,000

396,536,062

2024

353,104,119

45,000,000

5,356,005

50,000,000

403,460,124

2025

360,166,662

45,000,000

5,356,005

50,000,000

410,522,667

2026

367,370,456

45,000,000

5,356,005

50,000,000

417,726,461

Total

1,766,213,054

225,000,000

26,780,025

250,000,000

2,017,993,079

* State and/or local match required in most instances
**Construction only not Operations

1

•

Generally, $100M additional funding per year / requires matching funds

•

USDOT – Will take at least 6 months to develop guidance and rules

•

Congress must still appropriate funding for most core programs

•

Discretionary Grants – competitive grants creating new and increasing existing funding
opportunities – requires matching funds which we likely will not have available

•

Does not resolve WYDOT’s unfunded needs, but it does help

•

Once federal funds start to become available, the agency will use its Guiding Principles to
determine the best use of funds to achieve the maximum benefit to Wyoming

fka Infrastructure & Investment Jobs Act (IJJA)

1

Federal Funding Update
WYDOT Guiding Principles
Employees Always (They are our most
important resource)
1. Align type of expenditures with appropriate
and available revenue source
2. Address identified critical life safety issues
3. Preserve WYDOT assets (as appropriate)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

Pavement
Bridges
Communication assets
IT systems
Roadside features
• Hardware - signage, guardrail,
lighting, etc.
• Drainage - culverts, ditch erosion,
etc.
• Side Slopes - safety foreslopes,
backslopes, etc.
• Intelligent Transportation Systems
Facilities
Fleet

4. Improve operational effectiveness and
efficiency
▪

▪
▪
▪

Align fleet with the mission - evaluate
expanded use of WYDOT and state
motor pool, right piece and size of
equipment for the job, evaluate the
replacement cycle
Building needs - major maintenance
cycles, leases, etc.
IT software and hardware
Agency staffing

5. Minimize activities which negatively impact
the public
▪

Align quality standards of highway (ride,
pavement bonus, etc.) to traffic volume
and type of traveler (local vs non-local)
while still meeting established safety
requirements

6. Address mobility and capacity through
system improvements and enhancements
▪

Support and grow Wyoming’s economy

2

Federal Funding Update
Unfunded Needs (Based on WYDOT FY 2019 Funding Data)

3

Federal Funding Updatee
Electric Vehicle(EV) Incentive Plan Timeline

• Draft Master Plan is in place for Zero Emissions
Vehicles
• Draft Strategic Communications plan being
finalized
• Brief to Governor in late March
• Public meetings information tour in planning phase
for early to mid April

4

Federal Funding Update
Bridges

•
•
•
•
•

•

845 off-system bridges (WYDOT has 1,948 bridges on our system)
58 agencies own at least one bridge

•
•
•

23 Counties
30 Cities & Towns
5 State Agencies

•

Game & Fish, State Lands, State Parks, Dept. of Corrections, WY Military Dept.

254 Good Condition

494 Fair Condition
97 Poor Condition located in 29 different agencies

•
•

Currently 11 of the poor bridges are in the BROS program to be replaced
Bridge rating of “Good”, “Fair”, and “Poor” are based on the National Bridge Inspection Standards
(NBIS) condition ratings

2022 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law) dedicated
funding for bridges

•
•
•

Replace or rehabilitate bridges in poor condition
$45 million/year for 5 years ($225 million)
Minimum 15% ($6.75 million/year) to off-system bridges. 100% federal funds (no match required)
5

Bridges
Suggested Plan

•

Replace or rehabilitate one (the largest) poor bridge in each
of the 29 local government agencies’ inventory plus those in
severe or critical condition

•
•
•
•

44 bridges
Estimated cost $43-$64 million
Equates to 19%-28% of funding going to off-system bridges
Comments

•
•
•

Targets largest and most expensive bridges
Allow agency to substitute other poor bridges for replacement in lieu of
selected structure
Require severe and critical bridges to be addressed
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Important Upcoming Dates

•
•
•
•
•

Public Transportation funding - March 15 - April 15
Transportation Alternatives (Statement of Intent - Step 1 of
application process) - March 1 - April 15
Transportation Alternatives Application - June 1 - July 15
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality - July 1 - August 15
High Risk Rural Road - August 1 - September 15

Discussion:

•
•
•

WYOLINK
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) guidance – see handout
TBD
• April - IIJA/BIL Update to WCCA Leadership
• Possible IIJA/BIL Workshop
7

Questions?
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Survive,
Drive and
Thrive
Wyoming’s Plan for American Rescue Plan
Funds

COVID-19 Federal Programs:
● CARES Act of 2020
● Consolidated Appropriations Act 2020 and 2021
● American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA)

Hundreds of New and
Expanded Programs; Including
Funding for States, Counties,
Cities, and Tribes

Survive Phase
2020, 2021 and ??

Save Lives and Protect Livelihoods
❖ Health Care System Support
➢ Made significant investment in healthcare infrastructure.
➢ Helped with staffing shortages at hospitals.
❖ Small Businesses
➢ More per capita on business relief than any other state.
➢ Tax relief initiative via the Unemployment Rate credit/future rate
reduction.
➢ Ranchers and farmers received relief and meat processing increased
immensely.
❖ Support Education
➢ Wyoming had among the most in-person learning hours in the nation.
❖ Broadband
➢ Enhanced our broadband system with $50M

ARPA (State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds)
- $534,000,000 Came to Wyoming in 2021
$534,000,000 Allocated to Wyoming in 2022

Drive and Thrive
Planning for ARPA and Other One-Time
Funding

Governor’s Charge: What could be done to better
drive to a future where all of Wyoming can
thrive.
Criteria:
➢ Have a long-term impact or a return on investment;
➢ Not replenish budget cuts unless the replenishment can be sustained;
➢ Be sustainable and not add to the state’s ongoing financial
responsibilities;
➢ Support stimulus over relief;
➢ Where possible, leverage the dollars through matching or buy-in
programs;
➢ Create capacity for the future; and
➢ Benefit a wide group of citizens.

Drive and Thrive Team
Strike Team Brought Together to Gather Input from Across the State
and from a Variety of Perspectives.
➢
➢
➢
➢

Legislators
County Commissioners
Municipal Officials
Cabinet Members with connections to many stakeholders

Drive and Thrive
Outcome: Better Planning for all Federal and One-Time
Spending Opportunities
➢ Previous federal COVID-relief bills (CARES, etc)
➢ ARPA has millions of other programs
○ U.S. Economic Development Association (EDA)
○ Capital Funds Projects
○ Separate COVID response programs
○ Many others ...
➢ Federal Infrastructure package
➢ State General Funds

Wyoming Survive, Drive, and Thrive Goals
Goal 1: Retain and attract working families and young adults to
Wyoming

Goal 2: Activate new economic sectors and create new job
opportunities
Goal 3: Align & balance workforce, economic development, and
educational opportunities; support opportunities to upskill and/or
retrain Wyoming workers

Wyoming Survive, Drive, and Thrive Goals
(continued)
Goal 4: Broadband and Connect Wyoming
Goal 5: Healthcare Solutions
Goal 6: Outdoor Recreation and Wildlife
Goal 7: Food supply and food pantries

Goal 8: Infrastructure Projects
Goal 9: State Government Efficiency
Goal 10: Support Cities, Counties, Towns and Tribes

Governor’s Recommendations Overview
●
●
●
●
●

More than 300 proposals to review for nearly $4 billion.
5 years to spend these funds.
Governor recommended $500 million in programs.
Preserves options for future years.
Allows decision makers to learn more about impacts of initial
investments.
● Other funding sources are available for several projects.
● 2 categories of spending ARPA and one-time funding due to
ARPA.

Addressing Technical Problems
and Complex Challenges
● Some proposals are solving well understood problems
● These projects are straightforward and go direct to the point
● Others are creating the pathways to address complex challenges
● These proposals are bringing together a network of collaborators
and developing innovative solutions to persistent issues
● Not allocating all ARPA funds
● Gives us flexibility to adjust and focus on:
○ eliminating constraints to growth and prosperity
○ investing where there are long term benefits for Wyoming

Governor’s Recommendations for Health
and Human Services
● Affordable Housing Investment Pilot for workforce, homeless and
low to moderate income.
● Health and human services staffing stabilization.
● Health and human services capital construction.

● Telehealth for expanding telepsychiatry.
● Health and human services innovation fund.
● Suicide Prevention Lifeline

Governor’s Recommendations for Health
and Human Services cont’d
● EMS resources and stabilization.
● Address food insecurity.
● Crisis beds for at-risk youth stabilization.
● Health Education funding.

● 211 capacity building and local resource centers.

Governor’s Recommendations for Workforce
and Education
FUNDING APPROVED:
● $20M fund for ARPA eligible proposals
● $55M for WIP Phase II proposals

PURPOSE: To provide a fund for Education and Workforce
Proposals upon submission of an application and review by a
committee with members from higher education, private industry,
Workforce Services, and the Business Council.

Governor’s Recommendations for Workforce
and Education (cont.)
EDUCATION:
●
●

WIP -Phase I proposals approved and moving forward - $24,170,000
WIP - Phase II proposals for submission to committee to focus on workforce and
economic development programming efforts; WIP collaborative efforts across higher
education; cross-institutional efforts to improve productivity and outcomes.
● Wyoming’s Tomorrow Scholarship Program

WORKFORCE:
●

Currently, 7 workforce specific proposals, but others could be submitted for committee
consideration - includes targeted workforce efforts, apprenticeship expansion, funding
for individuals not otherwise eligible for federal funding assistance; awareness campaign
and messaging efforts.

Governor’s Recommendations
for Economic Development
●

Energy today and in the Future - $105M
○

Programs and funding that will enable Wyoming to jump-start new energy sectors

and leverage federal funding opportunities

●

Wildlife and Outdoor Recreation as an Economic Driver - $125M
○

●

Economic Resilience and Growth - $28M
○

●

Programs to strengthen wildlife conservation and outdoor recreation business development

Local and State-level programs to build resilience and activate new sectors

Broadband - Governor’s aim is to have close to $200M
○

Many funding sources - ARPA, Infrastructure, and others

Drive and Thrive Next Steps
➢ Feb analysis of ARPA guidance continues.
➢ Legislature votes on proposals this week.
➢ Second half of 2022 and 2023 review of funded programs to look
at success and lessons learned.
➢ Likely to develop new proposals for 2023 Legislative session.

Questions?

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:23 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - February 24, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 6:05 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - February 24, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Daily Legislative Update - February 24, 2022
1

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
7:00 a.m.
Senate Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. Monitor
SF0113 Property tax exemption - organizations funded by the WCDA. Monitor
SF0063 County offices open to the public. Oppose
7:30 a.m.
House Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. Support
8:00 a.m.
Senate Minerals, Business and Economic Development
SF0071 Deregulated industrial power zones. Oppose
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8:30 a.m.
Senate Appropriations
SF0079 Prohibition on private funds for conducting elections. Monitor
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Third Reading
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. Monitor
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. Support
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. Oppose
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. Monitor
General File
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. Support
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. Support
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. Support
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. Monitor
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. Support
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. Monitor
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. Support
Third Reading
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. Support
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. Support
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. Support
SF0099 Public monies - deposits in credit unions. Support
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. Support
General File
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. Support
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. Support
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. Support
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. Support
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. Monitor
Upon Noon Recess
House Transportation, Highways and Military Affairs
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. Strongly Support
House Appropriations
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. Support
HB0109 Property tax acquisition value study. Monitor
Senate Revenue
HB0021 Repealing exemptions for one-way pagers. Support
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. Support
Upon Adjournment
Senate Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
SF0069 Property tax limits. Oppose

Action Requested
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 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0001 General government appropriations - 2. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 9, 2nd
reading 12, 2nd reading 21, 2nd reading 23, 2nd reading 24, 2nd reading 54
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: COW
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. S introduced and referred to S03
Revenue
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED S introduced and
referred to S03 Revenue
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. S introduced and
referred to S10 Labor
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee 1, COW 1, COW 2
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED S introduced and referred to S02
Appropriations
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0058 Worker's compensation - COVID-19. S introduced and referred to S02
Appropriations
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
HB0078 Bid rejection or denial for public works contracting. S introduced and referred to
S02 Appropriations
Senate Files
SF0001 General government appropriations. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 1.03, 2nd reading 5,
2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 14, 2nd reading 15, 2nd reading 18, 2nd reading
35, 2nd reading 38
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. S COW passed
SF0010 Predator control. H introduced and referred to H05 Agriculture
SF0009 Revenue bonds for agricultural endeavors. H introduced and referred to H05
Agriculture
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. ENGROSSED H introduced and
referred to H08 Transportation
SF0019 County optional property tax refund program. H introduced and referred to H03
Revenue
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. S 2nd reading passed
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SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred
to H07 Corporations
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. S 2nd reading laid back
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0038 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred to
H03 Revenue
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. H introduced and referred to
H09 Minerals
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. S 2nd reading passed
SF0099 Public monies - deposits in credit unions. S 2nd reading passed
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links







2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
February 24th - Last day for bills to be reported out of committee in the house of origin.
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February 25th - Last day for committee of the whole in the house of origin. Budget bill third reading.
February 28th - Last day for second reading in the house of origin.
March 1st - Last day for third reading for bills in the house of origin.
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
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Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, February 25, 2022 5:51 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:35 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Your comments will be reviewed and included into the draft.
David,
Please explain the process going forward. Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be
"included in the draft"? Who will be responding to any P&Z comments? How will that person/group be responding to
P&Z comments? Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft? How will public input be solicited (comments at
the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change the plan in response to public input?
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for the
county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work with,
debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
Thanks,
- Bern
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-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 25, 2022 3:47 pm
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Planning and Zoning Commission,
Attached is a draft of the Albany County Natural Resource Plan for your review. A discussion item for this plan
will be on the March meeting’s agenda. If you have questions or comments that you would like to make
concerning this draft, please be prepared to provide those at the meeting. Your comments will be reviewed and
included into the draft. If you have any questions prior to the meeting, I would be happy to answer them. Have
a great weekend.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 2:50 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Conner Nicklas <conner@buddfalen.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Good afternoon David,
Please find attached the draft of the Albany County NRMP for Planning & Zoning to review. I converted it to
PDF just so that it is easier to share via email but I have also put the word version in a OneDrive folder that can
be found here:
https://y2consultantsincmy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bree_y2consultants_com/EpBCivtdk2JNkmC1sMeWi24BU4HIqV8j0Cutmx5b
_G9Ulg?e=kdFBgw
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you and have a great weekend!

Bree Burton, M.S.
Range Scientist
p: (307) 733-2999 ext. 134 m: (307) 329-8537
a: PO Box 2870 | 180 S Willow St., Jackson, WY 83001
w: http://www.y2consultants.com/
Define. Design. Deliver.
2

Privileged and Confidential: The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments is confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us by calling (307) 733-2999. The sender takes no
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. This communication may not be forwarded (other than
within the recipient to which it has been sent) without our express written consent.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 10:12 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Chelsie Mathews <CMathews@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 6:24 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Kayla J. White <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Tracy Fletcher <TFletcher@co.albany.wy.us>; Commissioners
<Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: RE: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
Hello everyone,
Just a little background on this account. Mrs. Gaddis has actually not spoken with me, she has been in contact with
Tracy because it is the Treasurer’s office that runs the tax sale. However, Mrs. Gaddis is correct in stating my office had
this account listed as a residential vacant lot. This lot is under the ownership of Moreno LLC and when platted was
deemed “open space and unbuildable”. Typically these lots get transferred to the City of Laramie or a homeowners
association. Once that ownership transfer happens these type of accounts are brought to our attention and then
become exempt or get a discount value applied. Because this was never transferred out of Moreno’s name we never
flagged the account as unbuildable. Because Mrs. Gaddis brought this to Tracy’s attention my office has gone through
every single plat in the County and we found several accounts in this same situation. Tracy, Jennifer, the City and I are
working towards a resolution.
I am under the impression that all properties with delinquent taxes must go to the tax sale and it is up to the buyer to do
their research on the property to make sure it is a property they wish to pay for. I don’t know the State Statutes off the
top of my head, Tracy or Jennifer may if you would like to reference them.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Have a great weekend!

Chelsie Mathews

Albany County Assessor
(307)721-2511
https://www.co.albany.wy.us/158/Assessor
1

From: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:50 PM
To: Kayla J. White <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>; Camy Willems <CWillems@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Chelsie Mathews <CMathews@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 4:15 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

jgaddis@wyomail.com

Your Name

Jenelle R Gaddis

Subject

1220 Person

Message

I bought this property at tax lien sale in 2016, paid taxes every
year, applied for the deed this year, which was granted to me.
When I contacted the city planning about this lot (as we are
planning on building on it) to find out what we needed to do to
start building, the city planner told us this lot was not buildable.
But the county assessor had it listed as residential and that is
2

why we bought it and paid taxes on it. I have had contact with
both county assessor and the county attorney, Jennifer, stating
they are trying to determine what the next step will be. I would
like the opportunity to talk with the commissioners about my
situation. If someone would contact me I can give more detail.
Jenelle Gaddis

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

q/COUNTIES

2022 NACo

LEGISLATIVE COR:FEREHCE

PR-E-SIDEN-TTO
ADDRESS NACo
MEMBERS
by Mary Ann Barton
editor

With the backdrop of the
two-year pandemic and its. ongoing challenges, President Joe
Biden will address county officials Tuesday, Feb. 15 at NACo's

ers at this year's conference are
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.), Transportation Sec.
Pete Buttigieg, Agriculture Sec.
Tom Vilsack, EPA Administrator Michael Regan and others
including Sen. John Cornyn
(R-Texas).

.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, February 25, 2022 5:48 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
21039_AlbanyCounty_NRMP_DRAFT_P-Z_02.25.2022.pdf

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 3:47 PM
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
Planning and Zoning Commission,
Attached is a draft of the Albany County Natural Resource Plan for your review. A discussion item for this plan will be on
the March meeting’s agenda. If you have questions or comments that you would like to make concerning this draft,
please be prepared to provide those at the meeting. Your comments will be reviewed and included into the draft. If you
have any questions prior to the meeting, I would be happy to answer them. Have a great weekend.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 2:50 PM
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To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Conner Nicklas <conner@buddfalen.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Good afternoon David,
Please find attached the draft of the Albany County NRMP for Planning & Zoning to review. I converted it to PDF just so
that it is easier to share via email but I have also put the word version in a OneDrive folder that can be found here:
https://y2consultantsincmy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bree_y2consultants_com/EpBCivtdk2JNkmC1sMeWi24BU4HIqV8j0Cutmx5b_G9Ulg?
e=kdFBgw
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you and have a great weekend!

Bree Burton, M.S.
Range Scientist
p: (307) 733-2999 ext. 134 m: (307) 329-8537
a: PO Box 2870 | 180 S Willow St., Jackson, WY 83001
w: http://www.y2consultants.com/
Define. Design. Deliver.

Privileged and Confidential: The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments is
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us by calling (307)
733-2999. The sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. This communication
may not be forwarded (other than within the recipient to which it has been sent) without our express written
consent.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 PURPOSE
1.1.1 Natural Resource Management Plan
A Natural Resource Management Plan (NRMP) is a document prepared and adopted by a local
government that federal agencies are required to review and consider when making decisions
that may affect the local area. Locally elected governments and elected officials have far- ranging
and important responsibilities to their constituents, described by state statute as protecting their
“health, safety and welfare” (Wyo. Stat. §§ 18-5-201). That responsibility includes specifically
interacting with federal agencies on all federal issues impacting the local community and counties
(Wyo. Stat. §§ 18-3-504(v); 18-5-208(a)). Rural counties’ socioeconomic well-being, health,
safety, and culture is impacted by management of the surrounding federal and public lands.
To give locally elected governments the strongest voice possible during “government-togovernment” interactions, local governments can formally adopt “local land use plans” (LUPs) or
NRMPs. These plans establish policy regarding the use and management of federal lands in local
governments’ jurisdiction and can influence the development and implementation of federal
policies, programs, and decision-making that affect local communities. NRMPs are intended to
help protect the local citizens’ use of, and access to, federally administered lands and resources
and to ensure the socioeconomic well-being, culture, and customs of a local community are
adequately considered in federal decisions. (Budd-Falen, 2018)
NRMPs do not regulate the use of private lands and do not constitute zoning. LUPs are generally
associated with the planning document that counties use to determine zoning on private lands.
A NRMP is a separate type of land use plan prepared by counties and conservation districts,
containing policies relating to the management of federal public land in the county and reflecting
the local government’s position on federal decisions concerning those lands. (Budd-Falen, 2018)
The Albany County NRMP serves as a basis for Albany County to have a path to communicate and
coordinate with the federal government and its agencies on land and natural resource
management and use. Counties are particularly well-suited to understand the impacts of federal
land management decisions on the local economy, customs, and culture. Under Wyoming
statute, a county is deemed to have special expertise on all subject matters for which it has
statutory responsibility including, but not limited to, all subject matters directly or indirectly
related to the health, safety, welfare, customs, culture, and socio-economic viability of a county
(Wyo. Statute 18-5-208(a)). The Albany County NRMP will also complement the Albany County
Comprehensive Plan. The most recent comprehensive plan can be found here.
Local governments do not have jurisdiction over the federal government or federal lands. NRMPs
cannot require federal agencies to take specific actions. However, federal agencies and
departments are mandated by various federal statutes to engage local governments during
decision-making processes on federal plans, policies, and programs that will impact the
management of land and natural resources within a community and ultimately affect the local
tax base and lives of local citizens. Federal agencies are required to coordinate and consult with
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local governments and give meaningful consideration to policies asserted in written plans
prepared and adopted by local governments concerning the management of federal lands in their
area. (Budd-Falen, 2018)

1.2 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Federal agencies are required to identify and analyze the impacts to local economies and
community cultures when making decisions. NRMPs outline the past and present economic and
cultural conditions and the desired future conditions of a county and demonstrate how those
conditions are tied to activities on adjoining federal lands. The plan establishes the local
government’s preferred policies for the planned use, management, protection, and preservation
of natural resources on the federal and public lands within its jurisdiction. The goal of a NRMP is
to ensure that the health, safety, and general welfare of the county, including private property,
the local tax base, and local customs and culture, are considered as part of the federal agencies’
decision-making process. An adopted NRMP is a critical tool that allows a local government to
have a substantive impact on federal decisions, plans, policies, and programs. A written plan can
play a key role in the success of a local government engaging with the federal government. (BuddFalen, 2018)
Required engagement between federal agencies and local governments takes the form of:
“consistency review” under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Federal Lands
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA): the requirement for “coordination” under both FLPMA and
the National Forest Management Act (NFMA): engaging local governments acting as a
“cooperating agency” under NEPA: and, a state governor’s consistency review process.

1.2.1 The National Environmental Policy Act
Enacted by Congress in 1970, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a procedural
statute. The scope and purpose of NEPA is narrow. NEPA is an important procedural tool to
ensure that federal agencies use informed decision making. NEPA does not require a particular
result or substantive outcome. Robertson v. Methow Valley Citizens Council, 490 U.S. 332, 35354 (1989). Instead, it is supposed to be used as a tool to ensure that all relevant data is considered
in an agency’s decision-making process and then inform the public of important information
found during the analysis. Id. at 356.
NEPA applies to “every major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment” (42 U.S.C. § 4332(2)(C)). The courts have interpreted this to mean that every time
the federal government makes a decision for almost any action that may have an environmental
impact, NEPA compliance is required. Some courts have even required agencies to follow NEPA
when the agency spends a small amount of money on a project or program when they are not
the lead agency (e.g., Citizens Alert Regarding the Environment v. United States Environmental
Protection Agency, 259 F. Supp.2d 9, 20 (D.D.C. 2003)).
NEPA requires that federal agencies undertake an Environmental Analysis (EA) to determine
whether a federal action has the potential to cause significant environmental effects. If the
impacts are not likely to be significant, the agency prepares an Environmental Assessment (EA),
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which is a relatively brief document that analyzes the proposed project’s effects. Most federal
actions covered by NEPA result in EAs, and many of these conclude with a “finding of no
significant impact” (FONSI).
If a proposed major federal action is determined to significantly affect the quality of the human
environment, federal agencies are required to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
The regulatory requirements for an EIS are more detailed and rigorous than the requirements for
an EA. There are several ways local governments can participate in the NEPA process depending
on the type of federal decision, the level of commitment of the local government, and the goals
of the local government.
It is also important to note that the “human environment,” as defined in NEPA, does not consist
solely of ecological or environmental concerns, but also consists of the aesthetic, historic,
cultural, economic (such as the effects on employment), social, or health effects in the human
environment (40 C.F.R § 1508.1 (g) and (m)). Thus, decisions that may affect the historic, cultural,
economic, or social stability of a community must also comply with NEPA and take those things
into consideration.
Consistency Review
Local governments can use the NRMP as part of the federal agency’s “consistency review”
process. Under this provision, if the federal agency receives a local plan (NRMP) while writing an
EIS or EA, NEPA directs the federal agency to “discuss any inconsistency of a proposed action with
any approved state or local plan and laws (whether or not federally sanctioned). Where an
inconsistency exists, the [environmental impact] statement should describe the extent to which
the [federal] agency would reconcile its proposed action with the [local government] plan or law”
(40 C.F.R. §§ 1506.2, 1506.2(d)). For local governments to take advantage of consistency review
requirements, a written and adopted local plan is required. With a written plan, this analysis
should happen even when the local government does not know about the pending decision or
action if the NRMP was provided in advance to the reviewing federal agency.
NEPA requires that copies of comments from state or local governments accompany the EIS or
EA throughout the review process (42 U.S.C. § 4332(2)(c)). As there is no requirement for federal
agencies to discuss the inconsistencies of a proposed action with comments from state or local
governments, written comments submitted by a local government not tied to a formally adopted
NRMP require less rigorous analysis than those tiered to an adopted NRMP. State agencies do
not normally have to follow the consistency review requirements that federal agencies must
follow. However, this may change if there is a federal nexus involved in the decision and NEPA is
required.
Cooperating Agency
Local governments can participate in the NEPA process as a “cooperating agency” (40 C.F.R. §
1508.5), an action separate from NRMP review. If a local government believes that a proposed
federal action will impact the local government, and the local government wants to be involved
in the analysis and decision-making process at its inception or at any time, the government may
request “cooperating agency status” to the deciding federal agency.
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“Cooperating agency status” allows local governments to work with federal agencies throughout
the development of a federal plan or proposal, including before public feedback is solicited. It
does not require a written land use plan prepared by local governments. As a part of the scoping
process, lead agencies must invite likely affected local agencies and governments to participate
as a cooperating agency (40 C.F.R. § 1501.9). An invitation during the scoping period is not
required to participate as a cooperating agency and a local government can request to be a
cooperating agency even after the scoping period.
With respect to cooperating agencies, a lead agency must (1) request the participation of
cooperating agencies at the earliest practicable time; (2) use the environmental analysis and
proposals of cooperating agencies with jurisdiction to the maximum extent practicable; (3) meet
a cooperating agency at the cooperating agency’s request; (4) determine the purpose and need,
and alternatives in consultation with the cooperating agency (40 C.F.R. § 1501.7(h)). Should a
local government request cooperating agency status for a particular agency proposed action (for
example, the designation of critical habitat for a listed threatened or endangered species), the
local government can, at the request of the lead agency, participate in drafting portions of the
relevant NEPA document (40 C.F.R. § 1501.6(b)(3)). This can involve identifying appropriate
scientific data, assisting with alternative development for the proposed federal action, and
ensuring that the discussion of impacts to the local economy or the local citizens is accurate. A
NRMP, while not required, can aide this analysis. Cooperating agency status can be reserved for
more significant federal decisions likely to have a larger impact on a community and is not
required for every federal action.
Pursuant to NEPA, an applicant for cooperating agency status must be a locally elected body or
agency such as a conservation district board of supervisors or a board of county commissioners;
and possess “special expertise”. A local government’s special expertise is defined as the authority
granted to a local governing body by state statute. Generally, in Wyoming, counties are
authorized to participate as cooperating agencies and have the special expertise regarding the
“health, safety, welfare, custom, culture and socio-economic viability of the county” (Wyo. Stat.
§ 18-3-504(v); 18-5-208(a)).
Cooperating agency status can be an expensive, time consuming, and a cumbersome process and
may be particularly challenging for counties with limited resources. A NRMP ensures that the
federal agency addresses the county’s policies for virtually every federal decision without the
burden of cooperating agency status. A NRMP may also give agencies advanced notice of actions
or decisions the county may want to participate in as a cooperating agency.

1.2.2 The National Forest Management Act
The National Forest Management Act (NFMA) governs the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and requires
the agency to “coordinate” with local governments. The NFMA requirements are as follows:
[T]he Secretary of Agriculture shall develop, maintain, and, as appropriate, revise land and
resource management plans for units of the National Forest System, coordinated with the
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land and resource management planning processes of State and local governments and
other Federal agencies (16 U.S.C. § 1604(a)).
The fact that the USFS is directed to “coordinate” with local governments implies, by its plain
meaning, that the USFS must engage in a process that involves more than simply “considering”
the plans and policies of local governments; it must attempt to achieve compatibility between
USFS plans and local land use plans. Additionally, the USFS is mandated to “engage the public,
including State and local governments early throughout the planning process.” 36 C.F.R. §
219.4(a)(1).
The USFS is also obligated to perform a consistency review. For development of forest plans, the
forest Service shall review the planning and land use policies of State and local governments
where relevant to the plan area. The results of the review shall be displayed in the EIS. 36 C.F.R.
219.4(b)(2). Such review of the plans and policies of State and local governments shall include
consideration of (36 C.F.R. § 219.4(b)(2)(i) – (iv)):
(1) The objectives as expressed in local plans and policies
(2) The compatibility and interrelated impacts of these plans and
policies
(3) Opportunities to address impacts identified and to contribute
to joint objectives
(4) Opportunities to reduce or resolve conflicts, within the context
of developing desired future conditions.
Additionally, the USFS is obligated to consider and provide for "community stability" in its
decision-making processes. S. Rept. No. 105.22; 30 Cong. Rec. 984 (1897); The Use Book at 17;
see also 36 C.F.R. § 219.6(b)(6) (“The Forest Service land use plan must provide for social,
economic, and cultural sustainability”). "Community stability" is defined as a combination of local
custom, culture and economic preservation. Thus, in addition to providing for coordination and
attempting to achieve consistency with local land use plans, the USFS is required to understand
the cultural and economic drivers of a community and its plans must attempt to protect those
drivers whenever possible.

1.2.3 Federal Land Policy and Management Act
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), which governs the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), provides detailed requirements for “coordination” and “consistency” with
local land use plans. With regard to the requirements for “coordination”, FLPMA states that the
BLM must:
To the extent consistent with laws governing the administration of the public lands,
coordinate the land use inventory, planning, and management activities of or for such lands
with the land use planning and management programs of other Federal departments and
agencies and of the State and local governments within which the lands are located […] by
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considering the policies of approved State and tribal land resource management programs
(43 U.S.C. § 1712(c)(9)).
Such coordination is to be achieved by the following:
•
•
•
•

To the extent practicable, the BLM must stay apprised of local land use plans;
The BLM must assure that local land use plans germane to the development of BLM land
use plans are given consideration;
To the extent practicable, the BLM must assist in resolving inconsistencies between local
and BLM land use plans; and,
The BLM must provide for the meaningful involvement of local governments in the
development of BLM land use programs, regulations, and decisions. This includes early
notification of proposed decisions that may impact non-federal lands (43 U.S.C. §
1712(c)(9)).

Additionally, FLPMA requires BLM land use plans to be consistent with local land use plans,
provided that achieving consistency does not result in a violation of federal law. FLPMA states:
“Land use plans of the Secretary [of the Interior,] under this section shall be consistent with State
and local plans to the maximum extent and find(s) consistent with Federal law and the purposes
of this Act” (43 U.S.C. § 1712(c)(9)).
In other words, FLPMA requires both “coordination” and “consistency review.” Coordination
should include both regularly scheduled meetings between the various local governments and
BLM managers, as well as inviting local BLM staff to local government meetings (Bureau of Land
Management, 2012). Pursuant to FLPMA’s consistency review requirement, if a BLM land use
plan is inconsistent with a local land use plan, the BLM owes an explanation of how achieving
consistency would result in a violation of federal law (43 U.S.C. § 1712(c)(9)).

1.2.4 Governor’s Consistency Review Process
FLPMA also requires that the BLM provide for a governor’s consistency review as part of their
land use planning process (43 C.F.R. § 1610.3-2(e)). State governors are entitled to an additional
and entirely separate review of BLM land use plans, revisions, and amendments; this provides an
opportunity to identify any inconsistencies with state or local plans. If a governor’s comments
result in changes to the plan, public notification of these changes is required. The governor may
also refer to policies in the NRMP in the review of the proposed federal action. Albany county
expects that during the governor’s consistency review that the county be included in the review
by the Governor’s Consistency Team whenever an agency action or decision may affect Albany
County or its citizens.
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1.3 ALBANY COUNTY NRMP PROCESS
1.3.1 NRMP Organization
This plan considers the current conditions of federal resources, county objectives for each
resource, and how the county would like to see those objectives achieved. For all federal
resources in the county, this plan addresses the following:
•

Resource Assessment and Legal Framework. Includes background and detailed
information on the resource, including qualitative as well as quantitative information. The
assessment includes an evaluation of the importance of the resource to the county,
location, quality, and size, as well as a map of the resource, where appropriate. The
Resource Assessment relies on the best data available at the time of publication, though
new data collection or research is not required. The Resource Assessment addresses the
question, “What is the state of the resource now?” This section does not describe how
the county interprets or proposes to use a particular resource or topic. This section
describes how federal agencies interpret federal laws, guidance, and handbooks.

•

Resource Management Objectives. Describes general goals in the form of broad policy
statements regarding the use, development, and protection for each resource. Resource
Management Objectives address the question, “What does the county want for and from
this resource?”

•

Priorities. Describes specific priorities on how to achieve the county’s Resource
Management Objective for each resource. Priorities tied to Resource Management
Objectives for each resource and address the question, “How would the county like to
see its objectives achieved?” The general agreement or disagreement with the
interpretation described in the Resource Assessment section should be used as the
defining direction for the priority statements.

1.3.2 NRMP Development
Consistent with Wyo. Stat. § 9-4-218(a)(viii)(D) and in accordance with Wyo. Stat. §§ 16-4-401
through 16-4-408, Albany County developed this plan in public meetings, allowing for
participation and contribution from the public. A steering committee has guided development of
the draft document, including objective and priority development. The full draft of the NRMP
was reviewed by the Albany County Planning and Zoning Commission and its comments were
incorporated.
The draft NRMP was released for a 30-day public comment period beginning on March ??, 2022
and ending on April ??, 2022. Comments received during the public comment period were
incorporated into the final plan as appropriate and are presented in Appendix C with the
response. The final plan was presented to the Albany County Board of County Commissioners for
final adoption in May 2022. The Albany County Commissioners then voted to adopt the plan.
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This plan is based on criteria developed by the Office of the Governor of the State of Wyoming in
consultation with the counties, consistent with Wyo. Stat. § 9-4-218(a)(viii)(B).

1.3.3 Amending the NRMP
This NRMP can be amended following the same process for public involvement and adoption as
described in the previous section. It is recommended to review the plan every five years.
Economic data and minor changes within the plan may be updated more frequently with a much
simpler process. Amendments to the plan only require that the NRMP with amendments is
presented and adopted by the Albany County Board of county Commissioners during one of their
regular meetings. The proposed action item to make amendments to the plan must be on the
Albany County Board of county Commissioners Agenda before the meeting and the changes
should be made available to the public when the agenda is posted.

1.3.4 County Expectations for NRMP
Albany County recognizes that a major part of creating an effective NRMP is to develop a solid
working relationship with the federal agencies doing business in Albany County, as well as with
those state agencies involved in federal land management decisions. The county also recognizes
that it may be entitled to participate as a cooperating agency, and that “coordination,” and
“consistency review” are required actions that federal agencies must undertake. However, the
county also understands that communication and ensuring that the agencies have access to the
NRMP is essential to accomplish the goals set out in this plan. Albany County commits to the
following actions and requests the following from the state and federal agencies:
1. Within 90 days of the date of adoption of this plan, Albany County will notify the
appropriate federal agencies of the date, time, and location of their regularly scheduled
meetings with an open invitation that federal agency personnel should attend such
meetings if there are items to discuss. Public meetings with the agencies should be
scheduled on the agenda on at least a biannual basis.
2. Within 90 days of the date of adoption of this plan, Albany County will transmit a copy of
this NRMP to the state, regional, and local federal agency offices doing business within
Albany County for their consideration as part of any consistency review that is required
pursuant to federal statute. At minimum, the county will distribute the NRMP to the
following federal and state agencies:
a. Bureau of Land Management, Rawlins Field Office (Rawlins, WY)
b. Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office (Cheyenne, WY)
c. National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration Office (Cheyenne, WY)
d. Natural Resource Conservation Service, Laramie Service Center (Laramie, WY)
e. Natural Resource Conservation Service State Office (Casper, WY)
f. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Cheyenne, WY)
g. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Region 8 Office Denver, CO)
h. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Cheyenne, WY)
i. U.S. Forest Service, Medicine Bow National Forest (Laramie, WY)
j. Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (Cheyenne, WY)
k. Wyoming Department of Transportation (Cheyenne, WY)
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l. Wyoming Game and Fish Department (Laramie, WY and Cheyenne, WY)
m. Wyoming Governor’s Office (Cheyenne, WY)
n. Wyoming Office of State Lands and Investments (Cheyenne, WY)
o. Wyoming State Archeologists Office (Cheyenne, WY)
p. Wyoming State Forestry Division (Cheyenne, WY)
q. Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (Cheyenne, WY)
r. Wyoming State Parks (Cheyenne, WY)
3. Within 90 days of the adoption of this plan, Albany County will contact the above federal
agencies’ offices to develop a written protocol for timely communication and appraisal of
upcoming items, issues, and concerns.
4. In a timely manner, Albany County will review NEPA documents to determine if they will
request “cooperating agency status” and will consider entering into Memorandums of
Understanding (MOU) or Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) as appropriate. The county
reserves the right to negotiate an MOU or MOA on a case-by-case basis, although an MOU
or MOA is not appropriate nor necessary in all cases.
Albany County supports establishment of a multi-agency stakeholder group hosted by the
Board of county Commissioners to review and discuss ongoing issues on public lands and
proposes regular meetings on a schedule to be determined, but not less than quarterly. This
meeting will give all parties the ability to provide updates to specific projects pertaining to
public lands within Albany County and allow the opportunity for questions and answers to be
provided in a collaborative space.

1.4 CREDIBLE DATA AND BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE
Credible scientific data is defined in Wyoming State Statute §35-11-103(c)(xix) as “rigorously
reviewed, scientifically valid chemical, physical and/or biological monitoring data, collected in a
timely manner under an accepted sampling and analysis plan, including quality control and
assurance procedures and available historical data.” To the greatest extent possible, data should
drive all land use planning decisions. In this plan, “data” refers to information that meets, at a
minimum, the Federal Data Quality Act (FDQA). The FDQA directs the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) to issue government-wide guidelines that “provide policy and procedural guidance
to federal agencies for ensuring and maximizing the quality, objectivity, utility and integrity of
information (including statistical information) disseminated by Federal agencies” (Sec. 515 Pub.
Law. 106-554; HR 5658; 114 Stat. 2763 (2000)).
The OMB guidelines apply to all federal agencies and require that information disseminated by
the Federal government meet basic informational quality standards (66 Fed. Reg. 49718, Sept.
28, 2001; see also 67 Fed. Reg. 8452, Feb. 22, 2002)).
This “standard of quality” essentially requires that data used and published by all federal agencies
meet four elements. These elements include (66 Fed. Reg. 49718):
a) Quality;
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b) Utility (i.e., referring to the usefulness of the data for its intended purpose);
c) Objectivity (i.e., the data must be accurate, reliable, and unbiased); and,
d) Integrity.
In addition to following the OMB guidelines, all federal agencies were to issue data quality
guidelines by October 1, 2002(67 Fed. Reg. 8452).
In 2004, the OMB issued a memorandum requiring that, after June 15, 2005, influential scientific
information representing the views of the department or agency cannot be disseminated by the
federal government until it has been “peer reviewed” by qualified specialists (Office of
Management and Budget, 2004). This requirement does not specifically require outside peer
review, but internal review.
Many federal agencies and some state agencies have respective handbooks that lay out their
credible data standards. A list and links to these handbooks are provided below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BLM 1283 Data Administration and Management (Public) 2012
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) – Quality of Information
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - EPA Quality System Guidelines
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) – Information Management Enterprise Data
Management Policy Corporate Information
USFS – Forest Service Handbook 1909.12 – Land Management Planning Handbook
Chapter 40 – Key Processes Supporting Land Management Planning
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – Data Standards
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ) – WDEQ Standards

The term best available science is also used in this document when discussing credible data. “Best
available science” as defined in 33 USC § 1321(a)(27) is science that maximizes the quality,
objectivity, and integrity of information, including statistical information; it uses peer-reviewed
and publicly available data; and clearly documents and communicates risks and uncertainties in
the scientific basis for such projects.

1.4.1 Credible Data Resource Management Objective:
A. Credible data and/or best available science is the basis for all agency decisions within
Albany County and follows Office of Management and Budget guidelines.

1.4.2 Credible Data Priority Statements:
1. When making land use planning decisions, federal agencies should include quantitative
data that meets credible data criteria, even if the data were not produced by a federal
agency.
2. Federal agencies should only use data that meets the criteria described in their respective
handbooks.
3. In collecting credible data, the higher professional standard between the State of
Wyoming Credible Data Laws and federal data laws should be applied.
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4. Federal agencies should be transparent in their decision-making and provide the source
for all data relied upon for their analysis unless the data falls within one of the Freedom
of Information Act exceptions.
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CHAPTER 2: CUSTOM, CULTURE, & ECONOMICS
County commissions in the State of Wyoming have been charged by statute with the
responsibility for the “health, safety and welfare” of county residents. Given the prevalence of
federal lands in the state’s counties, the activities on these lands directly affect the commissions’
abilities to fulfill these responsibilities. Since the customs, culture, and values of Albany County
are inseparably tied to the use of and access to land and resources managed by federal agencies,
the Board of County Commissioners will use the policies set forth in this NRMP to represent the
vital interests of the county in federal natural resource planning efforts.

2.1 ALBANY COUNTY OVERVIEW
Albany County is the eighth largest county in Wyoming, containing approximately 2,755,404
acres (4,274 square miles) (Figure 1). It is bordered by Converse County to the north; Platte
County to the northeast; Laramie County to the east; Larimer County, Colorado to the south;
Jackson County, Colorado to the southwest; Carbon County to the west, and Natrona County to
the northwest. Of the 2.7 million acres in the county, approximately 674,547 acres of the land
area (24%) are managed by the federal government. The Bureau of Land Management manages
approximately 295,509 acres (11%), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) manages
approximately 4,392 acres (<1%), and the U.S. Forest Service manages approximately 374,647
acres (14%). Other land within the county includes state lands which comprise approximately
199,512 acres (7%), and private lands, which comprise approximately 1,860,375 acres (67%).
Albany County is located in a broad basin that forms the Laramie Plains. The western border is
formed by the Medicine Bow Mountains and the sub-range called the Snowy Range. The Laramie
Mountains rise to the east of the plains. The mean elevation of the county is 6,500 feet above
sea level, with the town of Laramie being at 7,165 feet.
The total population in Albany County according to the 2020 U.S. Census data is 37,066 persons,
with a substantial majority of the residents living in Laramie, Rock River, and a handful of small
settlements. Even though most residents live in towns, Albany County’s rural population has
played a vital role in shaping the area’s custom and culture and continues to do so today. Federal
lands and resources throughout Albany County have historically been utilized for many purposes.
In the nineteenth century, commerce consisted largely of ranching, timbering, scattered mineral
development, the railroad, and small businesses, with most residents valuing outdoor
experiences. These uses evolved in the twentieth century, especially after the creation of
Medicine Bow National Forest in 1902, Pole mountain division was established in 1959 after the
War Department used the area for military trainingand the Bureau of Land Management in 1946.
Livestock raising continues to play a prominent role, but large-scale timbering and nonrenewable mineral development have declined in importance, while wildlife and fish habitats, a
broad spectrum of recreational pursuits, water storage and irrigation, and clean air and water
became more integral parts of the county’s customs and culture. In the twenty-first century,
renewable energy production grew in importance as well.
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Figure 1. Vicinity map for Albany County, Wyoming. Data from USGS ESRI in 2020.
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2.2 ALBANY COUNTY CUSTOM AND CULTURE
Albany County’s custom and culture have been shaped by many economic and cultural factors
over the past 150-plus years, and the presence of federal public lands and the activities that have
occurred on them have played a key role in their development, including what county residents
value today. This document defines the substance of what “custom and culture” means to county
residents in the twenty-first century, as shaped by the county’s long past. But the future is never
static, and the historical forces that produced today’s values, especially those that pertain to the
federal public lands, will continue to evolve.
The NRMP also examines the various activities occurring on the federal public lands within the
county – and guided by custom, culture, and values - identifies the management objectives and
priorities that the Albany County Commissioners believe are important in the management of
the federal public lands. This plan must be updated periodically to take into account the evolving
nature of these qualities.

2.3 ECONOMICS OF ALBANY COUNTY
2.3.1 Introduction
Federally managed lands have significant impacts on Albany County. Much of the economic
stability of Albany County rests upon continued public access to these public lands. Tax revenue
is available to the county primarily through the ad valorem tax, or property tax. Tax revenue is
secondarily supplied by the county’s share of sales tax receipts. Due to Albany County’s sparsely
populated nature, all income sources should be maintained at their highest sustainable level. The
loss of any industry, at any level, heavily impacts smaller communities, most of which are reliant
on one or two industries. The effects of such losses critically impact the community structure at
the local level, causing loss of community cohesion and disintegration of the community itself.

2.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Access to public lands and resources is an important factor in the county’s economy.
The economic data provided below is supplied by Headwaters Economics and was provided by
the Wyoming State Administration and Information Department. Economic data is constantly
changing and updates to this section will be made as appropriately deemed by the county.
Summary of Population and Employment
From 1970 to 2019, the population in Albany County grew from 26,469 to 38,880 people, a 47%
increase. In this same time period, employment grew from 10,502 to 25,135, a 139% increase,
and personal income grew from $535.2 million to $1.66 billion, a 210% increase. (Headwaters
Economics, 2021)
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Figure 2. Population trends in Albany County (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Figure 3. Employment trends in Albany County (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Figure 4. Personal income trends in Albany County (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Employment by Industry
Employment data are categorized using two different systems. From 1970-2000, the Standard
Industrial Classification was used. Since 2001, industry-level data have been organized using the
North American Industrial Classification System.
From 1970 – 2000, the three industry sectors that added the most new jobs were services (3,541
jobs), government (3,126 jobs), and retail trade (1,781 jobs). (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Employment by Industry 1970-2000

Figure 5. Employment by Industry in Albany County from 1970-2000 (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

From 2001 to 2019, total employment increased from 21,330 jobs to 25,135 jobs. Non-services
related jobs (e.g., farming, mining, and construction) increased 5% from 2,502 to 2,632 jobs.
Service-related industries (e.g., transportation and warehousing, utilities, retail) increased 19%
from 11,665 jobs to 13,836 jobs. Government jobs increased by 21% from 7,139 to 8,648. Since
2001, the three industry sectors that added the most new jobs were government (640 new jobs),
health care and social assistance (455 new jobs), and accommodation and food services (287 new
jobs). (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Employment by Industry 2001-2019

Figure 6. Employment by Industry in Albany County from 2001-2019 (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Earnings by Industry
From 1970 to 2000, the three industry sectors that added the most earnings to Albany County
were services ($60 million), government ($34 million), and construction ($32 million).
(Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Figure 7. Earnings by Industry for Albany County from 1970-2000 (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

From 2001 through 2019, earnings in non-services related industries grew from $65.5 million to
$108.4 million, a 65% increase. Earnings in services related industries grew from $167.5 million
to $324.4 million, a 94% increase. In 2019, the three industry sectors with the largest earnings
were government ($501 million), health care and social assistance ($124.6 million), and
professional and technical services ($88 million). (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Figure 8. Earnings by Industry in Albany County from 2001-2019 (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Employment and Wages by Industry (2019)
In 2019, 16,284 jobs had an average wage of $40,547. Government-related jobs paid the highest
wages ($56,823) and services-related jobs paid the lowest ($34,923). Education and health
service jobs employed the largest number of people (2,281) and natural resources and mining
employed the smallest (121 jobs). (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Figure 9. Wages and employment by industry for Albany County in 2019 (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Employment Changes During Recessions
Five national recessions occurred between 1976 and 2010 and the most recent occurred in 2020.
From 1976 to February of 2020, employment grew from 11,217 to 20,031 jobs, a 79% increase.

22 | P a g e
2.3 Economics of Albany County

Figure 10. Employment trends during National Recessions for Albany County (Headwaters Economics,

2021)
Unemployment
Since 1990, the annual unemployment rate has ranged from a low of 1.8% in 1999 to a high of
5.9% in 1983 (see Error! Reference source not found.. In the most recent decade, the lowest m
onthly unemployment rate was 2.7%, most recently in December of 2019 and the highest
monthly unemployment rate was 5.4% in April of 2020. (Headwaters Economics, 2021)

Figure 11. Average annual unemployment for Albany County (Headwaters Economics, 2021)
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Payments in Lieu of Taxes and Secure Rural Schools Act
Activities on public lands generate various taxes, but property taxes are not among them since
governments at all levels do not pay them. Yet, public lands may create a demand for county
services, such as fire protection and police cooperation. One way to offset the absence of
property taxes is through Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) administered by the United States
Department of Interior (31 U.S.C. §§ 6901-6907). The annual PILT payments to counties are
computed in a complex formula based on five variables 1) the amount of acres of eligible land in
the county; 2) the population of the county; 3) the previous year’s payments for all eligible lands
under other payment programs from federal agencies; 4) any state laws requiring payments to
be passed through to other local government entities (such as school districts); 5) any increase in
the Consumer Price Index for the 12 months ending the preceding June 30th. Generally, federal
lands eligible under PILT include acreage within the National Forest and National Park Systems,
those managed by the Bureau of Land Management, and those affected by U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation water resources development projects (31 U.S.C. § 6901).
Individual county payments may increase or decrease from the prior year due to changes in
computation variables and the amount allocated by Congress in its discretionary spending (31
U.S.C. § 6902). Albany County received $1,199,929 in PILT payments in 2020. (U.S. Department
of the Interior, 2020). The Congressional Research Service offers an in depth look at PILT and
some of the issues surrounding the program, including the uncertainty counties face regarding
PILT funding because the funding is discretionary for Congress (Hoover, 2017).
The Secure Rural Schools Act (SRS) provides funding opportunities to counties paid from the USFS
and BLM to: (1) to carry out activities under the Firewise Communities program; (2) to reimburse
participating counties for search and rescue and other emergency services, including
firefighting and law enforcement patrols; (3) to cover training costs and equipment purchases
directly related to the emergency service described in (2); and, (4) to develop and carry
out community wildfire protection plans (P.L. 115-141, 2012). The USFS provides a FAQ regarding
SRS funding here.
Environmental Justice
In February of 1994, Executive Order 12898 “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations” was signed and directed each federal agency
to “make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as
appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of its
programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low-income populations” including
tribal populations. Environmental justice mitigation measures must be outlined or analyzed in
EAs, Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSIs), EISs, and Records of Decisions. (EPA, 2015)

2.3.3 Economic Viability Resource Management Objectives:
A. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County in determining the economic
effects of proposed management plans and projects.
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2.3.4 Economic Viability Priority Statements:
1. Consultation and coordination with Albany County should occur in determining the
impact from proposed federal actions on socio-economic issues important to Albany
County residents.
2. Albany County supports continued access to natural resources on federal lands that
support the county’s economy and cultural values.
3. Payments in lieu of tax funds and other federal funding mechanisms should be used to
offset any loss in tax income resulting from land exchanges or purchases by federal
agencies.
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CHAPTER 3: AGENCIES AND LAND OWNERSHIP
3.1 LAND USE
The study of history is the study of change, and that is certainly true regarding the key role that
public lands have traditionally played in the lives of Albany County residents. Life today is quite
different than it was when the county was formed more than 150 years ago, as are the missions
of federal land managing agencies and the laws that guide them. The customs and culture of
today’s residents are not entirely the same as those who settled in Albany County in the
nineteenth century. While the importance of ranching both in contributing to the economy and
for retaining open space has remained constant through the years, other industries and land uses
have changed. The non-renewable mining and industrial timbering of a century ago have largely
evolved to renewable energy development such as wind and solar. Additionally, an array of
outdoor recreational activities such as hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and skiing have become
integral parts of the area’s economy and customs. This does not mean that timbering and mining
are no longer relevant, there are several small businesses in the county that depend upon those
uses still, the age-old tradition of gathering wood for fireplaces is also still important to the
county’s custom and culture. Importantly, for many county residents, a high-quality environment
consisting of clean air and water is cherished.
Albany County residents today depend on the balanced management of the areas’ public lands
to support an array of economic and cultural needs and wants. In managing these lands, the
various federal agencies and the county have a shared interest in ensuring the sustainability and
ecological health of these lands now and for future generations.
The chapters and sections below detail how the county and federal land managing agencies can
work together to ensure, as much as possible, that planning for and management of nearby
public lands effectively take into account the economic and cultural expectations of local
residents.

3.1.1 Federal Agencies
Bureau of Land Management
The BLM we know today was established in 1946 by combining the General Lands Office (GLO)
and the U.S. Grazing Service. The GLO was created in 1812 and was responsible for all public land
sales, patents, and entries established within the Treasury Department to oversee disposition of
ceded and acquired lands. In 1934, the Taylor Grazing Act authorized the creation of grazing
districts, regulation of grazing, and public rangeland improvements in western states and
established the Division of Grazing (later renamed U.S. Grazing Service) within the Department
of the Interior. (Bureau of Land Management, 2016a)
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) is the BLM’s governing document
outlining the management responsibilities of the BLM to balance public access and multiple-uses
with the protection and preservation of the quality of the lands and its resources (43 U.S.C. §
1732) (FLPMA, 1976). FLPMA requires the BLM to administer public lands “on the basis of
multiple use and sustained yield” of all resources, ranging from leases devoted to grazing, mineral
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development, and timbering to preserving areas for wildlife and wilderness values (FLPMA,
1976).
The Rawlins BLM Field Office encompasses 3.5 million acres including all 295,309 acres of BLM
lands in Albany County. The most recent Rawlins Field Office Resource Management Plan (RMP)
can be found here.
United States Forest Service
In 1876, United States forest management was formalized with the creation of the Office of
Special Agent within the Department of Agriculture for the purpose of assessing the quality and
condition of U.S. forests. In 1881, the Division of Forestry was added to the Department of
Agriculture. In 1891, in response to fraud and speculation on public forested lands, Congress
passed the Forest Reserve Act allowing the President to designate western lands as “forest
reserves” to be managed by the Department of the Interior (USFS, n.d.-c). Many western
communities strongly opposed forest designations because development and use of “reserved
lands” were initially prohibited. However, in 1897, Congress adopted the Organic Administration
Act of 1897 (OAA) that provided for the management of the reserves, including use by local
citizens. The OAA declared that forest reserves would be created to protect water resources for
local communities and agriculture, and/or to provide a continuous supply of timber. Thus, the
purposes for which forests were to be used changed from the land being reserved from local
communities to the land being used for economic development by local communities.
Responsibility for forest reserves was transferred to the Department of Agriculture with the
Transfer Act of 1905 and the establishment of the U.S. Forest Service (USFS). The agency
developed the policy of sustained yield and the practice of managing public forest lands based
upon professional principles. The Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 (MUSY) requires that
forests be managed for various non-timber uses (MUSY of 1960, 1960). This idea was further
codified in the National Forest Management Act (NFMA) (16 U.S.C. § 1601(d)).
The Medicine Bow National Forest (MBNF) is the only national forest within Albany County and
encompasses 379,968 acres within the county. Within the MBNF there are two ranger districts
that encompass portions of the county: the Douglas Ranger District and the Laramie Ranger
District.
The Pole Mountain area between Laramie and Cheyenne, but located within Albany County, has
an interesting history in that it was attained by the U.S. Government after homesteaders had
occupied the area. The homesteaders were forced to relocate. The area was then used as the
Pole Mountain Target and Maneuver Area and was used for military training until 1959. The
property was then turned over to the U.S. Forest Service and is now part of the Medicine Bow
National Forest. Today the area is approximately 55,000 acres in size and is a popular area for
recreation and the uniqueness of its terrain and is some of the most accessible USFS land within
the Laramie, Cheyenne, and Fort Collins area.
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) manages <1% (4,391 acres) of the land in Albany
County. This land is associated with the Bamforth, Mortenson Lake, and Hutton Lake National
Wildlife Refuges.
The USFWS is the oldest federal conservation agency in the U.S., having been established in 1871.
The USFWS is housed under the Department of the Interior. Its mission is to conserve, protect
and enhance fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the benefit of the public. It is the only
federal agency whose primary responsibility is the management of fish and wildlife. In 1940, a
reorganization plan in the Department of Interior consolidated the Bureau of Fisheries and the
Bureau of Biological Survey into the USFWS (USFWS, 2020a).
Natural Resource Conservation Service
The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) was created in 1935 when Congress passed
public law 74-46 which recognized that “the wastage of soil and moisture resources on farm,
grazing, and forest lands . . . is a menace to the national welfare” and established the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) as a permanent agency in the USDA, later renamed the NRCS. (NRCS,
n.d.-a)
NRCS provides technical expertise and conservation planning for farmers and ranchers wanting
to make conservation improvements to their land. This assistance to improvements to private
lands is funded through a variety of federal programs including the Farm Bill, Landscape
Conservation Initiatives, and others. (NRCS, n.d.-a)
The service center office for NRCS is in Laramie while the area office is located in Douglas and the
state office is located in Casper.

3.1.2 State and Local Agencies
While this NRMP’s main focus is on the relationship between the county and federal agencies,
state and local agencies can also play a role if there is a federal nexus tied to a project. Therefore,
it is important to understand the local and state agencies that may be relevant in this NRMP.
Wyoming State Lands
There are several state agencies that manage land within the County and likely have a federal
nexus on many projects and management decisions including the Wyoming Office of State Lands
and Investments (OSLI), Wyoming State Forestry Division, and Wyoming Game and Fish
Department (WGFD). These state lands comprise approximately 209,555 acres in Albany County.
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) is responsible for the management of the
state’s wildlife. The WGFD also manages wildlife habitat management areas (WHMAs)
throughout the state for wildlife habitat and wildlife recreational opportunities including viewing,
hunting, and fishing. There are several WHMAs within Albany County. The WGFD and its role
particularly in Albany County is further discussed below in the Wildlife Chapter Section 16.1
Wildlife Management Agencies
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16.1.1 Wyoming Game and Fish Department.
Wyoming Office of State Lands and Investments
When Wyoming became a state in 1890, the federal government granted approximately 4.2
million acres of land to the State of Wyoming. The Wyoming Constitution and state laws direct
the Board of Land Commissioners to manage state trust lands for two purposes 1) long-term
growth in value, and 2) optimum, sustainable revenue production (OSLI, n.d.).
The OSLI is required by law to manage state trust lands to produce income to support public
schools and other public institutions. Trust lands are leased for a wide variety of surface and subsurface purposes, and return revenues to the designated state beneficiaries in the form of
rentals, royalties, and fees (OSLI, n.d.).
Wyoming State Forestry
The Wyoming State Forestry Division was officially formed in 1952 by the Wyoming State
Legislature. Under state statute the State Forester is mandated to “have direction of all forest
interest and all matters pertaining to forestry within the jurisdiction of the State of Wyoming.”
The Forestry Division fulfills this charge by providing three basic programs: State Trust Land
Management, Fire Management, and Assistance Forestry.
The Forestry Division is responsible for the management of approximately 263,000 acres of
forested trust lands throughout the state. This management includes timber management and
harvest, and state lands management for long term forest health and productivity. The division
is also responsible for fire management on 3.6 million surface acres of state trust lands and
cooperative fire management on private and federal lands. There is a field office for the Forestry
Division in Riverton.
The Forestry Division has a Forest Action Plan that identifies important forest landscapes across
all ownerships based on an analysis of key data layers. The assessment identifies 15 threats and
priorities, including forest health, wildfire management, the need for a viable forest products
industry, the decline of riparian forests, challenges of community forestry in Wyoming,
protection of water quality and quantity, and other factors. The Forest Action Plan can be found
here (Wyoming State Forestry Division, n.d.).
Wyoming State Parks, Historic Sites, & Trails
The Wyoming Division of State Parks and Historic Sites is the Wyoming state agency that
administers its state parks. There are 12 state parks throughout Wyoming and 26 historic sites.
Within Albany County there are no state parks and thirty six but I only count 23 historic sites;
the Wyoming Territorial Prison.
Conservation Districts
During the 1930's, the Dust Bowl made the need to conserve natural resources, particularly soil,
very clear. The Soil Conservation Act of 1935 created the Soil Conservation Service, now termed
the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), to develop and implement soil erosion control
programs (WACD, n.d.). In 1941, the Wyoming State Legislature passed an enabling act, which
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established conservation districts in Wyoming. Conservation districts were to direct programs
protecting local renewable natural resources. Wyoming now has 34 conservation districts in 23
counties (WACD, n.d.). The authorities of the Conservation Districts are described in Wyoming
Conservation District Laws 11-16-101 through 11-16-134.
Albany County’s conservation district is the Laramie Rivers Conservation District (LRCD) based in
Laramie. Their mission is to provide leadership for the conservation of Albany County’s soil,
water, and all other natural resources; preserve and enhance wildlife habitat; protect the tax
base; and, promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Albany County
through responsible conservation ethics. LRCD offers a variety of programs including cost share
on conservation projects, equipment rental for restoration projects, tree sale and living snow
fence, rangeland monitoring, water quality and quantity monitoring, gardening assistance, K-12
education, and adult education.

3.1.3 Land Use Resource Management Objectives:
A. The federal management of public lands in Albany County includes consultation with the
county and supports the many uses that county residents value.
B. Albany County’s identity and quality of life is protected by conserving valuable open
spaces and public lands and the services that they contribute.
C. Projects on public lands are managed following best available management practices to
protect the health, safety, and general welfare of Albany County residents.

3.1.4 Land Use Priority Statements:
1. As detailed in the legislation that guides federal land managing agencies, the overall
management of federal lands in Albany County should reflect the diverse demands and
expectations of the public, including nearby residents.
2. Albany County shall be notified and expects to be included as a cooperating agency, at
the county’s discretion, on National Environmental Policy Act review of proposed
management decisions that may affect the county and its residents.
3. Federal agencies should analyze and make management decisions that would avoid, or at
the very least mitigate, negative impacts on neighboring state, county and private lands
within Albany County.
4. Federal agencies should give regular (where regular is defined as not less than quarterly)
updates on current and proposed projects within Albany County’s jurisdiction and provide
reasonable timelines and explanations for issuance of delays from permitting agencies.
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Figure 12. Albany County surface management (data from 2020 BLM database).
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3.2 SPECIAL DESIGNATION AND MANAGEMENT AREAS
3.2.1 Introduction
Most federal land use plans will contain one or more special designations that say the land will
be managed with a particular focus to provide for public recreation or to conserve some
significant resource.

3.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
There are several special designation and management areas within Albany County both
designated by the USFS and the BLM. Figure 13 below depicts the special management and
designation areas within the county.
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) are BLM-managed areas “where special
management attention is needed to protect an area from irreparable harm, important historical,
cultural, and scenic values, or fish and wildlife or other natural resources” (BLM, 2016a). An ACEC
may also be designated to protect human life and safety from natural hazards (BLM, 2016a). An
ACEC designation must go through the NEPA land use planning process. An ACEC designation may
be revisited through subsequent land use planning, revision, or amendment.
At the time of the adoption of this NRMP, there were no designated ACECs within Albany County.
Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas
The Wilderness Act of 1964 established the National Wilderness Preservation System to be
managed by the USFS, NPS, and the USFWS. The passage of FLPMA in 1976 added the BLM as a
wilderness management authority to the Wilderness Act. The Wyoming Wilderness Act of 1984
designated some wilderness areas and added onto other existing wilderness areas on USFS lands
in the State of Wyoming. Wilderness areas must have “wilderness character”, which is described
by four qualities listed below. Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are places on BLM-administered
lands that have wilderness characteristics; (i.e., untrammeled, natural, undeveloped, and
outstanding opportunities for recreation) which make them eligible for future designation as
wilderness. (BLM, 2016b)
The four characteristics that must be met for designation as a WSA or Wilderness Area:
1. The area must be untrammeled by humans. Untrammeled refers to wilderness as an area
unhindered and free from modern human control and manipulation. Human activities or
actions on these lands impair this quality;
2. The area must be natural. The area should be protected and managed to preserve its
natural conditions and should be as free as possible from the effects of modern
civilization. If any ecosystem processes were managed by humans, they must be allowed
to return to their natural condition;
3. The area must be undeveloped. No human structures or installations, no motor vehicles
or mechanical transport, or any other item that increases the ability to occupy the
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environment can be present. Livestock grazing is permitted in many wilderness areas;
and,
4. The area must offer solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation. People should be
able to experience natural sights and sounds, remote and secluded places, and the
physical and emotional challenges of self-discovery and self-reliance.
BLM WSAs are established three different ways:
1) They are identified by the wilderness review as required by Section 603 of FLPMA;
2) They are identified during the land use planning process under Section 202 of FLPMA; or
3) They are established by Congress.
Section 603(c) of the FLPMA requires that WSAs are managed so as not to impair their suitability
for preservation as wilderness and strives to retain their primeval character and influence,
without permanent improvements or human habitation (BLM, 2016b). However, the FLPMA also
requires that mining, livestock grazing, and mineral leasing (e.g., grandfathered uses) continue in
the manner and degree as they were being conducted in 1976. Grandfathered uses are protected
and must be maintained in the same manner and degree as they were being conducted on
October 21, 1976, even if they impair wilderness characteristics according to Rocky Mountain Oil
and Gas Association v. Watt, 696 F.2d 734, 749 (10th Cir. 1982). This requirement includes the
authority to develop livestock related improvements (Utah v. Andrus, 486 F. Supp. 995 [D. Utah
1979]).
Wilderness Study Areas
As of the adoption of this NRMP, there were no BLM WSAs within Albany County. Wilderness
areas within the county are described below and managed by the USFS.
Wilderness Areas Savage Run Wilderness
The Savage Run Wilderness is located in the Laramie Ranger District on the Medicine Bow
National Forest. The Wilderness Area was designated in 1978 and has a total of 14,927 acres.
Steep-sided canyons are located at low-elevations while rolling, plateau-like terrain can be found
at higher elevations. The Savage Run Trail traverses the wilderness along Savage Run Creek (USFS,
2020d).
Platte River Wilderness
The Platte River Wilderness mainly lies within the Medicine Bow National Forest but also includes
a small portion within the Routt National Forest in Colorado. This area is in the Brush
Creek/Hayden, Laramie, and Parks Ranger Districts. The Platte River Wilderness was designated
in 1984 and has a total of 23,492 acres (22,749 acres in Wyoming and 743 acres in Colorado).
(USFS, 2020c)
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
Section 201 of FLPMA requires the BLM to maintain, on a continuing basis, an inventory of all
public lands and their resources and other values, which includes wilderness characteristics. It
also provides that the preparation and maintenance of the inventory shall not, of itself, change
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or prevent change of the management or use of public lands. It does not address or affect policy
related to Congressionally designated Wilderness or existing Wilderness Study Areas.
The BLM uses the land use planning process to determine how to manage lands with wilderness
characteristics (LWC) as part of the BLM’s multiple-use mandate. The BLM will analyze the effects
of:
•
•

Plan alternatives on lands with wilderness characteristics, and
Management of lands with wilderness characteristics on other resources and resource
uses.
There are currently no LWCs within Albany County.
National Natural Landmarks
The National Natural Landmarks (NNL) Program recognizes and encourages the conservation of
sites that contain outstanding biological and geological resources. Sites are designated by the
Secretary of the Interior for their condition, illustrative character, rarity, diversity, and value to
science and education. The NPS administers the program and works cooperatively with
landowners, managers, and partners to promote conservation and appreciation of our nation’s
natural heritage.
Como Bluff NNL
The Como Bluff NNL is located in Albany and Carbon Counties (NPS, n.d.). Como Bluff NNL was
designated in 1966 and encompasses 1,617 acres. Como Bluff is one of the most significant
Mesozoic vertebrate localities in the world. The first and best examples of Jurassic mammals,
including the discovery of 80 new vertebrate species have been found at this site. (NPS, n.d.)
Research Natural Areas
Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are special management areas that reflect the natural condition
of an ecosystem, allowing the agency to see how the ecosystem would be without their
involvement. These RNAs serve three functions for the USFS: benchmark reference areas; protect
biological diversity; and, provide research sites for determining how an ecosystem functions. The
BLM considers RNAs to be a type of ACEC (BLM, n.d.-a). Recreation in RNAs is not encouraged
because it can alter the natural state of the area. However, natural fire frequencies and
intensities are desirable to maintain the natural cycles in the ecosystem.
There are currently one established and three potential RNAs identified within Albany County
from the 2003 Medicine Bow National Forest Land Management Plan. The Snowy Range RNA was
established in 1936 at 771 acres and is located northwest of Centennial. The Platte Canyon RNA
is proposed at 8,982 acres and is located within the Platte River Wilderness Area. The LaBonte
Canyon RNA is proposed at 3,203 acres and is located west of Esterbrook. Browns Peak RNA is
proposed at 472 acres located northwest of Centennial. Only the Snowy Range RNA is visible in
Figure 3 below due to the accessibility of data, however a map of all the RNAs can be seen here.
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Special Recreation Management Areas/Extensive Recreation Management Areas
The BLM’s land use plans may designate Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMAs) or
Extensive Recreation Management Areas (ERMAs) to provide specific management for
recreational opportunities, such as developing trailhead areas for hikers, mountain bikers, or offroad vehicle users.
SRMAs are BLM administrative units in which a commitment has been made to prioritize
recreation by managing for specific recreation opportunities on a sustained or enhanced, longterm basis. SRMAs are managed for their unique value, importance, and/or distinctiveness, to
protect and enhance a targeted set of activities, experiences, benefits, and desired resource
setting characteristics, as the predominant land use plan focus, and to protect specific recreation
opportunities and resource setting characteristics on a long-term basis.
The only SRMA in Albany County is the Snowy Range Recreation Area. The Snowy Range area,
located in the Medicine Bow National Forest, is open year-round to recreation including hiking,
fishing, hunting, snowmobiling, skiing, camping, biking, and off-highway vehicle use. The primary
access to the area is via the Snowy Range Scenic Byway.
ERMAs are administrative units managed to address recreation use, demand, or existing
Recreation and Visitor Services Program investments, support and sustain the principal
recreation activities and the associated qualities and conditions commensurate with the
management of other resources and resource uses. There are no ERMAs designated within
Albany County.
Inventoried Roadless Areas
Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) are portions of National Forest that were identified in the USFS
2001 Roadless Area Conservation Final EIS as lands without roads that are worthy of protection.
Construction and reconstruction of roads is prohibited in roadless areas unless the USFS
determines the road is necessary to protect public health and safety or otherwise meets one of
the exceptions listed in the rule. These lands are to be periodically evaluated for potential
designation as wilderness based on the availability, capability, and need for these areas to be
designated as such. Characteristics of roadless areas include features such as natural landscapes,
high scenic quality, and traditional cultural properties. To help preserve the characteristics of
IRAs, logging is greatly restricted.
There are over 800,000 acres of IRAs on the MBNF. A map of these areas can be found here which
more specifically show the areas within Albany County.
National Historic Trails and Other Trails
The National Historic Trails Act of 1968, as amended, allows for establishing trails in both urban
and rural settings for people of all ages. There are two types of designations (1) National Historic
Trails, and (2) National Scenic Trails. National scenic trails are to be continuous, extended routes
of outdoor recreation within protected corridors. National Historic trails recognize original trails
or routes of travel of national historic significance including past routes of exploration, migration,
and military action (NPS, 2019).
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There are no NPS-administered national trails that run through Albany County. However, the
Overland Trail passes through the southern portion of the area. The physical remains of this
historic wagon trail that occur on BLM and USFS lands have some protection under the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and Executive Order 11593 that President Nixon signed in 1969
as an addendum to NEPA.
Wild and Scenic Rivers
The National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was created in 1968 to preserve naturally, culturally,
and recreationally valued rivers. Rivers are designated for the National Wild and Scenic River
System by Congress or, in certain situations, the Secretary of Interior. There are currently 408
miles of rivers and streams designated as wild and scenic in Wyoming (National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, n.d.-b).
There are currently no rivers in Albany County designated as wild, scenic, or recreational within
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, n.d.-a).
Scenic Byway
Scenic byways are designated byways by the USFS that provide opportunities to explore the
beauty, history, and natural heritage of the National Forests. The byway system was created in
1987, and originally a total of 10 byways were designated nationally. Since then, the byway
system has grown to include 138 National Forest Byways, each administratively designated by
the USFS Chief. The Snowy Range Scenic Byway is the only scenic byway found in Albany County.
Snowy Range Scenic Byway
The Snowy Range Scenic Byway was one of the first scenic byways designated on National Forests
and is a stretch of Wyoming State Highway 130 between the cities of Centennial and Saratoga.
The 29-mile scenic byway is paved and crosses through spectacular alpine habitats. The byway
rises from sagebrush and lodgepole pine forests below and offers views of rugged peaks reaching
over 12,000 feet in elevation, crystal clear lakes, and gorgeous displays of native wildflowers in
the spruce-fir forests and alpine areas of the high country. The byway is typically open from
Memorial Day weekend through mid-October. (USFS, n.d.-d)
Wildlife Habitat Management Areas
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) maintains approximately 450,000 acres of
land in the state under a deed, lease, or by agreement for wildlife habitat management areas
(WHMA). There are five WHMAs within Albany County (Table 1). The Rawlins BLM has set
management goals and objectives for these areas which can be found in the 2008 Rawlins BLM
RMP.
Table 1. Wildlife habitat management areas located in Albany County.

WHMA

Acres

Laramie Peak
Tom Thorne/Beth Williams
Pilot Hill

37,096
2,961
3,111
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Forbes/Sheep Mountain
Woods Landing – Jelm

1,579
636

Game Refuges
In the 1920s, the state game warden, Frank Smith, reported that there were significant decreases
in numbers of deer and other game animals found in the Medicine Bow National Forest. The
Game and Fish Commission determined that the best way to protect and restore herds would be
the establishment of game refuges. (Albany County Historical Society, 2021)
In 1923, Wyoming U.S. Senator John Kendrick introduced Senate Bill 9 that called for adding
Sheep Mountain to the Medicine Bow National Forest and declaring it a game refuge. The bill
was passed by unanimous vote and on August 8, 1924 President Coolidge signed a proclamation
creating the Sheep Mountain Game Refuge. (Albany County Historical Society, 2021)
The boundary of the Sheep Creek Game Refuge encompasses two separate parcels divided by
Fox Creek. The northeastern portion of the refuge consists of nearly 17,000 acres and the
southwestern portion consists of nearly 2,500 acres. A map of the area can be found here. The
bill laid out four provisions on how the refuge was to be managed 1) all public lands on Sheep
Mountain were to be transferred to the USFS and the area to be designated a refuge for game
and birds, 2) no hunting of any game animal or bird was allowed in accordance with rules set up
by the Secretary of Agriculture, 3) violation of those rules would result in hefty fines, and 4)
properties previously homesteaded were excluded from the refuge. Due to the population
increase of herds in the area and the need to control these populations for herd health, the
refuge was opened up in 2021 for hunting of deer, antelope, and elk. (Albany County Historical
Society, 2021)
National Wildlife Refuges
In 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt designated the first National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) by
executive order. In 1966, the USFWS started administering the refuges. The USFWS administers
89.1 million acres of federal land in the U.S., of which 76.6 million are in Alaska (Federal Land
Ownership, 2018). The mission of the NWRs is to administer these designated lands for the
conservation, management, and if appropriate, restoration of fish, wildlife, and plant resources,
and their habitats within the U.S. for the benefit of present and future generations. Many
activities take place on refuges including hunting, fishing, ice fishing, bird-watching, hiking,
bicycling, and water recreation (USFWS, 2018c). There are 7 NWRs totaling 86,681 acres in
Wyoming, as of the 2018 Annual Lands Report and three of those are within Albany County
(USFWS, 2018a).
Table 3. National Wildlife Refuges in Albany County.

NWR

Acres

Bamforth
Hutton Lake
Mortenson Lake

1,116
1,968
1,776
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Mineral Reserve Areas
A mineral reserve is that portion of a mineral resource that is economically mineable, based on
assessments and other information. Within Albany County there are two mineral reserve areas;
New Rambler Mine and Independence Mine. The New Rambler Mine is located northwest of Rob
Roy Reservoir and its’ primary mineral is copper. The Independence Mine is located southwest
of Centennial off U.S. Forest Service Road 307A and its primary minerals are silver, copper, and
gold.

3.2.3 Special Designation Resource Management Objectives:
A. Creation of new special designation areas and revised management plans for existing
ones are coordinated with Albany County.
B. Other uses important to the county’s economy and lifestyle should be permitted in special
designation areas provided they are authorized by rules and regulations and do not
compromise the purpose of the special designation.
C. Use, development, management, and protection of Special Designation and Management
Areas should follow best available practices and include robust public involvement.

3.2.4 Special Designation Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with and provide the opportunity to participate early
as a cooperating agency to Albany County on plans to establish special designation areas
as well as changes in the management of existing ones.
2. Prior to revoking or discontinuing leases in special designation management areas,
federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County.
3. Federal agencies should uphold the legal requirements and qualifications set forth by the
Wilderness Act and the Wyoming Wilderness Act of 1984 including provisions for the
continuation of existing uses within these areas, provided they do not compromise
wilderness values as defined in statute, rules and regulations.
4. Historic use and access should continue in special designation areas unless prohibited by
law or doing so undermines the purposes in establishing them.
5. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County regarding recommendations on
management plans or actions pertaining to Inventoried Roadless Areas and the draft
results of wilderness inventories.
6. Federal agencies should consult with Albany County regarding plans for the use of
herbicides to control noxious weeds in special designation and management areas
7. Livestock grazing and the ability to construct and maintain range improvement projects
should continue in special designation areas unless prohibited by law or doing so
undermines the purposes of the designation.
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Figure 13. Special designation and management areas within Albany County.
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3.3 LAND EXCHANGES
3.3.1 Introduction
Land exchanges can be used to alter the intermingled disbursement of federal and private land,
allowing lands to be consolidated by ownership type and reducing the amount of federal land
that is isolated from other public ground. This allows for a more uniform management plan of
USFS and BLM land and can create public access opportunities that were previously impossible
due to the landlocked nature of such parcels and the lack of easements on neighboring private
lands. Land exchanges can also be used to allow community development or other purposes that
provide great value to the public interest. Exchanges usually take two to four years.

3.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Exchanging private land for public is one way that agencies can improve their management of
public lands and allow public access to those lands. FLPMA granted the USFS and BLM power to
conduct land exchanges with private property owners and established five requirements for the
process:
• Acquisitions must be consistent with the mission and land use plans of the agency;
• Public interests must be served by the land exchange;
• An agency may accept title to non-federal land if the land is in the same state as
the federal land for which it is being exchanged and the agency deems it proper
to transfer the land out of federal care;
• The lands to be exchanged must be equal in value or equalized through the
addition of a cash payment, but a cash payment may not exceed 25% of the total
value of the federal land; and,
• Land may not be exchanged with anyone who is not a U.S. citizen or a corporation
who is not subject to U.S. laws (BLM Handbook, 1-1, 1-2)
The process for land exchanges begins with a proposal (by an agency or private landowner) of an
exchange between an agency and a private landowner. The proposal then goes through multiple
analysis and review phases to assure its compliance with the laws and regulations controlling
such an exchange. After the review process is complete, an agreement to initiate is signed by
both parties which outlines the scope of the exchange and who will be responsible for what costs
in the procedure (USFS, 2004).
The parties are expected to share equally in the costs of a land exchange, but specific
requirements may vary between agencies. The USFS requires private landowners to pay for title
insurance, advertising, hazmat cleanup, and land surveys at a minimum. The USFS usually pays
for appraisals (USFS, 2004). However, the BLM may share in some of these specific expenses as
long as the total costs are apportioned in an equitable manner (BLM, 2005).
Next, an appraisal must be done on each parcel to determine their respective values and assure
that the properties are capable of being exchanged. At this point the agency and private
landowner sign a formal exchange agreement binding them to the exchange. The plan is then
subject to final review before being completed. During the exchange process NEPA review must
also be completed. The exchange must follow NEPA procedures to determine environmental
40 | P a g e
3.3 Land Exchanges

impacts of the exchange including scoping, environmental assessment, notice and comment, and
appeals (USFS, 2004).
Recreation and Public Purposes Act
The Recreation and Public Purposes Act of 1926, as amended in 43 U.S.C. 869 authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to dispose of public lands to other federal agencies and state and local
governments for public purposes, and non-profit entities for recreational or public purposes
(BLM, n.d.-b).

3.3.3 Land Exchanges Resource Management Objectives:
A. Land exchanges that are mutually beneficial to private landowners, the federal agencies,
and the public are completed in a timely and cost-efficient manner.
B. Land exchanges are coordinated with Albany County.

3.3.4 Land Exchanges Priority Statements:
1. Land exchanges should not be used as a method to coerce private sale of lands, and all
land exchanges and purchases should be between a willing seller and willing buyer.
Likewise, easements across private lands to access public lands should only take place
with willing landowners.
2. When serving a public interest, lands should be made available for disposal under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act, and Albany County should be notified and consulted.
3. When possible, land exchanges should be combined to increase process efficiency and
reduce costs.
4. Land exchanges should be sought out when said exchange will provide additional access
to public lands or provide economic growth for Albany County.
5. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County to research and develop a land
trade/land consolidation program that conveys mutual benefits to private landowners
and the larger public.
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CHAPTER 4: AGRICULTURE
4.1 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION
4.1.1 Introduction
Food production is the primary use of agricultural lands within Albany County, either as crops for
human consumption, as crops for livestock forage, or as livestock. In addition to food production,
agricultural lands contribute to Albany County’s landscape and scenic beauty and can be sources
of wildlife habitat, open space, and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike for
hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, and other tourism-related activities. Agriculture is an important
source of raw materials, open space, and wildlife habitat to the county. Agriculture also provides
numerous opportunities for environmental stewardship to benefit local ecosystems and is
important to the county’s customs and culture.
Out of economic necessity, most agricultural operations in the West cover large areas and thus
contribute substantially to maintaining open spaces on private ranches and farmlands when they
can be maintained as such. One of the challenges facing Albany County is the subdividing of
ranchlands into housing projects, thereby reducing agricultural production, fragmenting critical
wildlife seasonal range and migration routes, and compromising open spaces. Conservation
easements are one tool that counters this trend by providing needed funds that preserve
livestock operations and the many benefits associated with them.
Many livestock operations also contribute to efforts to maintain clean air and water, fertile soil
for agriculture production, pollination, and flood control. These ecosystem services are important
to environmental and human health and well-being(FAO, 2007)

4.1.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Agriculture has historically been an important part of Albany County’s economic and cultural
heritage. In comparison with Wyoming’s other 22 counties in 2017, Albany County ranked sixth
in poultry and eggs and eleventh in total value of livestock and crops.
Agricultural production provides both revenue and employment important to the county. In
2017, the market value of agriculture products in Albany County totaled $50,819,000. The 2017
market value for livestock products was $44,480,000 and for crop products was $6,340,000. In
2017 there were 1,406,745 acres of farmland within Albany County. (NASS, 2017)
Irrigated agricultural lands rely on the distribution of water from rivers and reservoirs through
canals and pipelines. Some of these reside on or pass through federal and state lands where
permits are required for maintenance and expansion. Albany County had 109,508 acres of
irrigated land, or 8% of the farmland in the county. This makes the retention and proper
management of water rights a priority for agricultural producers. (Census of Agriculture, 2012;
NASS, 2017)
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4.1.3 Agricultural Production Resource Management Objectives:
A. Federal agencies understand that agricultural use is a part of Albany County’s economy
and customs and thus an important component of a balanced approach to the
management of federal lands.
B. Federal actions affecting agriculture are to be made in coordination with Albany County.

4.1.4 Agricultural Production Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should support federal plans and policies as well as private-public
partnerships that increase the financial stability of agriculture as well as encourage
innovative techniques that improve the efficiency of agricultural production within
Albany County.
2. Federal agencies should effectively maintain the irrigation storage and distribution
system on federal lands within Albany County and explore opportunities to expand it as
part of a balanced approach to managing diverse resource uses.
3. Any agricultural property damage or crop loss caused by federal actions should be
compensated at current market values.
4. State and federal wildlife and land managers should coordinate with private property
owners to minimize impacts to private property on agricultural lands.

4.2 LIVESTOCK GRAZING
4.2.1 Introduction
Given the arid nature of the American West, including Albany County, both domestic animals and
wildlife depend heavily upon the area’s natural grasses, scarce water, and healthy ecosystems
for survival. Both historically and recently, Native Americans and European-American settlers
have relied on the grazing lands of Albany County to provide food, clothing, recreation, and
sources of income. The semi-arid climate and topography on both rangeland and forest provide
excellent areas for the grazing of livestock. The first sizeable livestock grazing operations arrived
in the county in the 1870s while smaller stock owners started in 1868 on the Little Laramie River.
Livestock grazing has been an important industry in Albany County since early settlement. The
most efficient livestock grazing operations use a combination of private and federal lands.
Historically, ranchers within Albany County have grazed animals on open ranges and mountains
on federal and state lands during summer months and moved the stock to private lands during
the winter months where livestock can be fed hay from the irrigated pastures. Such operations
are some of the most efficient, sustainable, and economically productive for producing livestock.
Permitted grazing on public lands is a critical piece of livestock operations in Albany County. The
intermingled use of BLM, USFS, state, and private lands allow ranching to continue in the county.
For instance, grazing on public lands allows private lands to grow hay in the summer months that
provides forage for livestock during the harsh winters. Maintaining public lands grazing is also
tied to keeping private ranchlands intact and providing important ecosystem functions.
Reductions in public land grazing can affect the economic viability of operations and can lead to
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the loss of wildlife habitat and open spaces as private ranch lands are sold and fragmented, such
as through subdivisions.

4.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
In addition to its economic contributions, the continued viability of the livestock industry is an
important part of maintaining Albany County’s sense of place that residents value. There are 246
BLM and 63 USFS grazing allotments in Albany County encompassing approximately 1.3 million
acres and 463,930 acres respectively (Figure 32).
In many places in the county, land ownership is a mixture of state, private, and federal lands
largely due to the checkerboard land ownership associated with the building of the
transcontinental railroad in the 1860s. When federal land management policies are enacted, they
can influence the management of the associated private land. Many management challenges
accompany the intermingled federal and private lands, including access, land use, water rights,
and grazing rights. Private lands that are encompassed in a grazing allotment have restrictions
for use just like the federally managed land. Grazing management on public lands can vary greatly
depending on special designations. Special designations such as wilderness, WSAs,- and national
forests can allow grazing in specific situations. Refer to Section 3.2 Special Designation and
Management Areas for additional information regarding special designation areas.
Because much of the rangeland in Albany County is federally managed, ranchers must rely on
obtaining federal grazing leases and permits. Most of the rangeland and riparian zones in the
county support an understory or periodic cover of herbaceous or shrubland vegetation suitable
to rangeland management principles or practices. The principal natural plant cover is composed
of native grasses, forbs, and shrubs that are valuable as forage for livestock, big game, other
wildlife, and pollinators, as well as snow capture for spring melt. Rangelands in the county consist
of sagebrush steppe, grasslands, forested areas, desert shrublands, riparian zones, and wet
meadows. The soil and climate of Albany County make a majority of the land best-suited for grass
and shrub production, rather than tilled farming and irrigated agriculture.
Low-productivity rangelands make for a narrow profit margin. When agencies make a
management decision without considering the economic impact on a rancher or a group of
ranchers, operations and the community can be negatively impacted. When federal agencies
reduce permitted livestock numbers for any operator, the entire livestock operation is usually
impacted.
Reduction in livestock numbers on federal lands can be a result of natural factors, including
wildfire, drought, and the carrying capacity of natural landscapes. The primary factor in
determining livestock grazing capacity on public land is the availability of grazing resources within
the contexts of competing uses and a balanced approach to resource management. Proper
grazing management is an important tool for management of rangeland resources and can be
used to mitigate invasive grass species and wildfire, enhance reclamation, and improve rangeland
health. In addition to the widescale reduction of fuels that grazing can induce, the BLM has also
shown success in using targeted grazing as a management tool to slow down and stop range fires,
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as well as reduce the size of fires in grazed areas (Idaho Rangeland Resource Commission, 2016).
Further, efforts to restore or enhance natural habitats, such as through the elimination of
invasive grasses or the reduction of junipers to permit the expansion of aspen, can benefit both
livestock grazing and wildlife.
Taylor Grazing Act
In response to widespread overgrazing of public lands and the ecological devastation of the Dust
Bowl Era, Congress passed the Taylor Grazing Act (TGA) of 1934 (43 U.S.C. 315) establishing the
Grazing Service, which eventually became known as the BLM. Local BLM grazing advisory boards
administered the adjudication process to determine where, when, and what type of livestock
grazing could occur on public rangelands. To receive an allotment through this process, the stock
grower had to have (1) “commensurate base property” on which to graze livestock when not
using the federal lands, (2) have an economically viable livestock operation, and (3) be members
of the local community and support the local stability of the community (43 U.S.C. § 315b).
The TGA gives individuals the right to apply for grazing permits on federal lands based upon the
ownership of qualified base property (43 U.S.C. § 315(b)). The purpose of the TGA is “to stabilize,
preserve, and protect the use of public lands for livestock grazing purposes…” (Barton v. United
States, 609 F.2d 977 (10th Cir. 1979)). As the court in Public Lands Council v. Babbitt, explained,
“Congress enacted the [TGA], establishing a threefold legislative goal to regulate the occupancy
and use of the federal lands, to preserve the land and its resources from injury due to overgrazing,
and ‘to provide for the orderly use, improvement, and development of the range” (154 F.3d 1160,
1161 (10th Cir. 1998)).
Once a grazing district is established, grazing must occur on the land (See generally, Mountain
States Legal Foundation v. Andrus, 499 F.Supp. 383 (D. Wyo. 1980))(holding that the intent of
FLPMA was to limit the ability of the Secretary of the Interior to remove large tracts of public land
from the operation of the public land laws). Further, Congress intended that once the Secretary
established a grazing district under the TGA, the primary use of that land should be grazing
((Public Lands Council v. Babbitt, 167 F.3d 1287, 1308 (10th Cir. 1999) aff’d on other grounds, 529
US 728 (2000)). The Secretary can modify the boundaries of a grazing district to give priority to
other uses of the public lands, but unless land is removed from designation as grazing, or the TGA
designation is terminated, the Secretary must use it for grazing (43 U.S.C. § 315). The extent and
nature of grazing may vary between parcels and management districts depending upon various
factors, including the health of the rangeland (see the next section).
When modifying the boundaries of a grazing district or terminating the TGA designation of an
allotment, the Secretary must classify the land as no longer “chiefly valuable for grazing” (May
13, 2003, Solicitor’s Memorandum to the Assistant Secretaries for Policy, Management and
Budget, Land and Minerals Management and the Director, Bureau of Land Management,
clarifying the Solicitor’s Memorandum M-37008 (issued October 4, 2002)). Thus, a permittee may
relinquish a permit but, barring the Secretary determining that there is a better use for the land
through BLM land-use planning, the forage attached to the permit must be available for grazing.
Thus, except upon showing that the land is no longer “chiefly valuable for grazing,” the Secretary
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does not have the discretion to bar grazing within a grazing district and must therefore review
applications for grazing permits and make a final decision in a timely fashion when they are filed.
Wyoming Standards for Healthy Rangelands
According to the Department of the Interior's final rule for grazing administration, effective
August 21, 1995, the Wyoming BLM State Director is responsible for the development of
standards for healthy rangelands and guidelines for livestock grazing management on 18 million
acres of Wyoming's public rangelands. The development and application of these standards and
guidelines are to achieve the four fundamentals of rangeland health outlined in the grazing
regulations (43 CFR § 4180.1). Those four fundamentals are: (1) watersheds are functioning
properly; (2) water, nutrients, and energy are cycling properly; (3) water quality meets State
standards; and (4) habitat for special status species is protected. (BLM, 1997)
Standards address the health, productivity, and sustainability of the BLM administered public
rangelands and represent the minimum acceptable conditions for the public rangelands. The
standards apply to all resource uses on public lands. Their application will be determined as usespecific guidelines are developed. Standards are synonymous with goals and are observed on a
landscape scale. They describe healthy rangelands rather than important rangeland byproducts.
The achievement of a standard is determined by observing, measuring, and monitoring
appropriate indicators. An indicator is a component of a system whose characteristics (e.g.,
presence, absence, quantity, and distribution) can be observed, measured, or monitored based
on sound scientific principles (BLM, 1997). Guidelines provide for and guide the development and
implementation of reasonable, responsible, and cost-effective management practices at the
grazing allotment and watershed level. The guidelines apply specifically to livestock grazing
management practices on the BLM-administered public lands. (BLM, 1997)
These management practices will either maintain existing desirable conditions or move
rangelands toward statewide standards within reasonable timeframes. Appropriate guidelines
will ensure that the resultant management practices reflect the potential for the watershed,
consider other uses and natural influences, and balance resource goals with social,
cultural/historic, and economic opportunities to sustain viable local communities. Guidelines, like
standards, apply statewide. (BLM, 1997)
Grazing allotments or groups of allotments in a watershed will be reviewed based on the BLM's
current allotment categorization and prioritization process. Allotments with existing
management plans and high-priority allotments will be reviewed first. Lower priority allotments
will be reviewed as time allows or when it becomes necessary for BLM to review the permit/lease
for other reasons such as permit/lease transfers, permittee/lessee requests for change in use,
etc. The permittees and interested publics, including the Albany County Commissioners, will be
notified when allotments are scheduled for review and encouraged to participate in the review.
(BLM, 1997)
There must be a formal determination before a plan is made and implemented. The review will
first determine if an allotment meets each of the six standards. If it does, no further action will
be necessary. If any of the standards are not being met, then a rationale explaining the
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contributing factors will be prepared. If livestock grazing practices are found to be among the
contributing factors, corrective actions consistent with the guidelines will be developed and
implemented before the next grazing season in accordance with 43 CFR 4180. If a lack of data
prohibits the reviewers from determining if a standard is being met, then a strategy will be
developed to acquire the data in a timely manner. (BLM, 1997)
Continuingly, the Standards for Healthy Rangelands will direct on-the-ground management on
the public lands. They will serve to focus the ongoing development and implementation of
activity plans toward the maintenance or the attainment of healthy rangelands. (BLM, 1997)
Quantifiable resource objectives and specific management practices to maintain or achieve the
standards will be developed at the local BLM District and Resource Area (Albany County is part
of the Rawlins BLM Resource Area) and will consider all reasonable and practical options available
to achieve desired results on a watershed or grazing allotment scale. The objectives shall be
reflected in site-specific activity or implementation plans as well as in livestock grazing
permits/leases for the public lands. These objectives and practices may be developed formally or
informally through mechanisms available and suited to local needs (such as Coordinated
Resource Management efforts). (BLM, 1997)
The development and implementation of standards and guidelines will enable on-the-ground
management of the public rangelands to maintain a clear and responsible focus on both the
health of the land and its dependent natural and human communities. This development and
implementation will ensure that any mechanisms currently being employed or that may be
developed in the future will maintain a consistent focus on these essential concerns. This
development and implementation will also enable immediate attention to be brought to bear on
existing resource concerns. (BLM, 1997)
Grazing Flexibility
Flexibility for grazing is allowed under 43 CFR § 4130.3-2 (f) which states “Provision for livestock
grazing temporarily to be delayed, discontinued or modified to allow for the reproduction,
establishment, or restoration of vigor of plants, provide for the improvement of riparian areas to
achieve proper functioning condition or for the protection of other rangeland resources and
values consistent with objectives of applicable land use plans, or to prevent compaction of wet
soils, such as where delay of spring turnout is required because of weather conditions or lack of
plant growth”. Grazing flexibility is conducted through individual grazing permits and
coordination with the local permitting authority.
The BLM recently implemented an initiative known as Outcome-Based Grazing Authorizations
(OBGAs). The initiative is designed to offer a more collaborative approach between the BLM and
its partners within the livestock grazing community when issuing grazing authorizations. The
purpose behind OBGAs is to improve BLM’s management of grazing on public lands by offering
livestock operators greater flexibility to respond more readily to changing on-the-ground
conditions, such as drought or wildfire. This will better ensure their ability to manage ranching
operations that are economically sustainable while also providing healthy rangelands and highquality wildlife habitat. Decreasing the response time to changing field conditions is one of the
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primary goals of the demonstration project. The program highlights BLM’s commitment to
partnerships, vital to managing sustainable, working public lands.
The flexibility outcome-based grazing provides is to support:
•
•
•
•

Enhanced partnerships for managing livestock grazing;
Implement grazing based on conservation performance and ecological outcomes rather
than hardline metrics;
Improvement, management and/or protection of public lands within a grazing allotment
or specified geographic area; and,
Continued achievement or attainment of positive economic and social outcomes.

As part of the initial implementation program, eleven ranches across the west were selected as
pilot projects for OBGAs. The projects on these specific ranches are being used to share
experience and demonstrate or develop best practices to be considered in other BLM grazing
permit renewals. As part of the process, the pilot projects developed goals and objectives as part
of their permit (often including goals and objectives for ecological, social, and economic aspects
of the operation). A monitoring plan was also required for the pilot projects that laid out shortterm and long-term monitoring objectives to capture the results of the increased flexibility.
Range improvements were also identified as part of the OBGA pilot projects to help with the
ability to become more flexible on the different operations. Several of the pilot projects are into
the implementation phase, while several others are still working through the NEPA process for
approved grazing permits. The information acquired through these pilot projects will allow for
recommendations for regulatory modifications that could better provide for the ability to issue
OBGAs that maximize and normalize the use of flexibility to address changing conditions. The
BLM and its partners will not only share the responsibility for reaching the mutual objectives of
this project but also for monitoring its success.
Range Improvements
BLM Range Improvements
All range improvements on BLM lands must be authorized by the agency. There are two options
for authorization: A Cooperative Range Improvement Agreement or a Range Improvement
Permit. The Cooperative Range Improvement Agreement identifies how the costs of labor,
materials, and maintenance are divided between the agency and the permittee. Range
Improvement Funds can be used for labor, materials, and final survey and design of projects to
improve rangelands. The Range Improvement Permit requires the permittee or lessee to provide
full funding for construction and maintenance of the improvement. NEPA analysis is not required
for normal repair and maintenance of range improvements that are listed on a term grazing
permit; permission of the authorized officer is also not required. However, for reconstruction of
a range improvement or construction of new improvements, NEPA analysis and a decision by the
authorized officer are required. Range improvements such as water developments benefit
wildlife in addition to livestock. (43 C.F.R. Part 4100)
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USFS Range Improvements
All range improvements on USFS lands must be authorized by the agency. The USFS allows
structural improvements (e.g., fencing and springs) and non-structural improvements (e.g.,
change in management practices). Any requirements for permittee construction or development
of range improvements are identified in the grazing permit with credits for improvements (if any)
to be allowed toward the annual grazing fee. It is a common practice for the USFS to furnish
materials and the permittee to provide labor for structural improvements. If significant costs are
expected, the permittee can assume responsibility for the improvement (maintenance) but the
USFS generally holds title to the improvement. Should the improvement not be adequately
maintained, the USFS can take action against the permittee for non-compliance with their grazing
permit. Range Betterment Funds are available for planning and building rangeland
improvements. (USFS, 2005)

4.2.3 Livestock Grazing Resource Management Objectives:
A. Public lands within Albany County maintain livestock grazing and enhance its
effectiveness to retain its contribution to the local economy and customs as well as a
secure national food supply.
B. Albany County is consulted and coordinated with regarding changes in livestock grazing
policies and plans within the county.

4.2.4 Livestock Grazing Priority Statements:
1. Land management plans, programs, and initiatives should provide that the amount of
domestic livestock forage, expressed in animal unit months, for permitted, active use, as
well as wildlife forage, be based on an on-the-ground and scientific analysis.
2. Support the equitable conversion of designated livestock animal unit months (i.e., sheep
to cattle, cattle to sheep, or cattle and sheep) that achieves the desired conditions of the
resource.
3. Current livestock forage allocation on public lands should be maintained or enhanced
where appropriate.
4. Reductions or suspensions in domestic livestock animal unit months should be temporary
and scientifically based upon rangeland conditions and returned to the permit holder
when range conditions are met.
5. Policies, plans, programs, and initiatives related to vegetation management should
optimize forage for livestock grazing and wildlife and developed in conjunction with state
and federal wildlife management plans and programs.
6. Rangeland improvements for grazing should be based upon maintaining the quality and
long-term productivity of range and forest ecosystems.
7. Upon termination of a permit, the livestock permittee should be compensated for the
remaining value of improvements that the permittee made or be allowed to remove such
improvements that permittee made on his/her allotment.
8. Rangeland health assessments must identify all causal factors when there is a failure to
meet the Wyoming Standards for Healthy Rangelands.
9. Changes in season of use or forage allocation should not be made without full and
meaningful consultation with the permittee.
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10. If grazing on federal lands is temporarily suspended due to fire, grazing should be
recommenced based on monitoring and site-specific rangeland health determinations
rather than solely on fixed timelines.
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Figure 14. Albany County BLM and USFS grazing allotments.
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CHAPTER 5: AIR QUALITY
5.1 INTRODUCTION
Clean air in Albany County is essential to citizens and visitors. Wildfires burning on federal lands
can create air quality issues in the summer and fall. Dust from roads and rangelands can
negatively impact air quality, mostly during drought conditions. Non-renewable energy
production can also harm air quality as can emissions from cement production and limestone
processing.

5.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Air quality is vital to the health, safety, and welfare of Albany County's residents. Under the Clean
Air Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. §7401 et seq.), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was
responsible for setting and enforcing National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Standards
were established for total suspended particulate matter, carbon monoxide, ozone, nitrogen
dioxide, and sulfur dioxide. The EPA, working with states and tribes, identifies areas as meeting
(attainment) or not meeting (nonattainment) the NAAQS standards. The Clean Air Act requires
states to develop a plan to attain air quality standards in their state. These plans are called State
Implementation Plans (O. EPA, 2014).
In Wyoming, the WDEQ oversees and enforces most air pollution regulations at the county level
(R. 08 EPA, 2014). WDEQ’s Air Quality Division has established standards for ambient air quality
necessary to protect public health and welfare; ambient air refers to that portion of the
atmosphere external to buildings to which the general public has access (WDEQ, 2018b). While
these standards are set by the State the Clean Air Act must be followed. WDEQ has also
established limits on the quantity, rate, and concentration of emissions of various air pollutants
from multiple sources. There is an air quality monitoring station located on I-80 in Laramie
(WDEQ, 2021). Refer to the Wyoming DEQ Air Quality Monitoring Network page for current air
quality at this monitoring station.

5.3 AIR QUALITY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES:
A. All natural resource use, development, and protection decisions that can affect air quality
are made in coordination with Albany County.
B. Natural resource uses are located, developed, and operated following best management
practices to protect air quality and promote Albany County's public health, safety, and
general welfare.

5.4 AIR QUALITY PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Federal agencies should establish air quality baselines for Albany County in coordination
with the county.
2. All air quality related plans and decisions must be guided by deviation from a baseline
standard established for Albany County.
3. Air quality should be protected from degradation from point and non-point sources.
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4. Field development plans should provide for air quality monitoring, and data development
should be coordinated with, and the findings provided, to Albany County.
5. Federal agencies should coordinate air quality studies undertaken by or on behalf of a
public land management agency or the Wyoming DEQ-AQD (Air Quality Division) with
Albany County.
6. Dust mitigation plans and standards should be required for surface disturbance activities
where fugitive dust may result from the activity.
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CHAPTER 6: CLIMATE CHANGE
6.1 INTRODUCTION
Climate change is a global problem whose impacts will vary considerably at the local level. It has
the potential to adversely affect much of what Albany County residents value for the foreseeable
future, unless mitigation actions are taken immediately and maintained at both a local and
national scale. While these effects are currently difficult to measure precisely, they are already
impacting air quality through local and regional forest fires, reducing winter snowpacks, and
worsening drought in an arid environment. Ranching, wildlife, fisheries, forests and rangeland,
water, and air quality will likely be substantially impacted in the long run. Actions taken now or
in the near future may mitigate the effects of climate change. This includes the development of
renewable energy, which has expanded considerably in the county over the past two decades.
Decisions about the use of natural resources, particularly on federal public lands, will play a key
role in mitigating the impacts of climate change within the county.

6.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Climate change has been defined as a change of climate attributed directly or indirectly to human
activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and is in addition to natural climate
variability observed over comparable time periods. Climates are defined by long-term patterns
of temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, precipitation, and airflow generally over years,
decades, and/or centuries.
NEPA-compliant documents may include the following analyses of the proposed action regarding
climate change: (1) the extent to which the proposed action and all reasonable alternative(s)
contribute to climate change through greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; (2) the effect of a
changing climate over the life of the project on the proposed project including flooding
considerations and changes in precipitation; and (3) implications of climate change on the
proposed project including cumulative impacts to resource availability.
Under NEPA, federal agencies are required to consider direct, indirect, and cumulative effects
when analyzing any proposed federal action and its environmental consequences. When
assessing direct and indirect climate change effects, agencies must reasonably account for
“connected” actions, subject to limits based on feasibility and practicality. In addition, federal
agencies are required to analyze emissions from activities that have a reasonable nexus to the
federal action (e.g., cumulative actions), such as those activities that may be required either
before or after the proposed action is implemented (National Environmental Policy Act 1969,
1969).

6.3 CLIMATE CHANGE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES:
A. All natural resource use, development, and protection decisions that can contribute to
climate change and/or be impacted by the effects of climate change are made in
coordination with Albany County.
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B. Natural resources are located, developed, and operated following best management
practices for mitigating climate change to promote Albany County's public health, safety,
and general welfare.
C. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County in developing a strategy to tackle climate
change, and climate change analyses should be integrated into federal natural resource
planning and management processes and decisions.

6.4 CLIMATE CHANGE PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Data has been peer-reviewed when making decisions based on climate change analysis,
the data relied upon by the agency should be cited and made available for public review
unless rules and regulations require confidentiality.
2. The analysis of proposed federal regulations and projects should include an assessment
of their likely impacts on climate change, when applicable.
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CHAPTER 7: ENERGY RESOURCES
7.1 OIL AND GAS
7.1.1 Introduction
Oil and gas production has contributed a small amount to Albany County’s taxable income for
the last 100 years. This is shown in the graphs below (Figure 5, 6, and 7). The relative absence of
the oil and gas industry helps explain the customs and culture of residents and the county’s
current low per-capita assessed valuation.
Albany County has seen fluctuating oil and gas production over the past 35 years. Oil production
peaked at about 165 thousand barrels (BBL) in 1980 and has gradually declined to 30 thousand
BBL in 2019. Conversely, gas production is recorded as fluctuating beneath 200 million cubic feet
(MCF) until 1987, when it spiked at approximately 30,700 MCF. Gas production has fluctuated in
a downward trend until 2018, where it has remained under 200 MCF. (Drilling Edge, 2021)
These trends in decline and growth are tied to existing economic conditions at the county, state,
and national levels as well as the low potential for the profitable and economic development of
oil and gas in Albany County.

Figure 15. Oil and gas production in Albany County between 1980 and 2020. (Drilling Edge, 2021)
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Wyoming Oil Production for 1978-2020

Figure 16: State of Wyoming oil production trends (1978-2020). (WOGCC, n.d.-a)

Wyoming Gas Production for 1978-2020

Figure 17: State of Wyoming gas production trends (1978-2020). (WOGCC, n.d.-b)

57 | P a g e
7.1 Oil and Gas

7.1.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
The extraction of oil and natural gas from deposits is accomplished in three central phases of
recovery: primary, secondary, and enhanced or tertiary recovery. Primary recovery relies on
initial underground pressure to drive the product to the surface. As pressure falls, artificial lift
technologies are used to bring the product to the surface. Occasionally the need for artificial lift
is eliminated in the case of the artesian or over-pressured reservoir. Typically, only 10% of a
reservoir's original oil in place is produced through primary recovery. Secondary recovery
methods, such as water or gas injection, can extend a field's productive life and result in the
extraction of up to 20-40% of the original oil in place. Enhanced oil recovery techniques offer the
potential to extract 30-60% of the original oil in place. These techniques include thermal
recovery, hydraulic fracturing, gas injection, or chemical flooding.
The production of gas is similar to that of oil. The primary production phase is driven by initial
reservoir pressure and decreases as this pressure and reserves are reduced. The production of
gas can be augmented in a manner like that of oil. Enhanced or tertiary recovery of gas can be
further augmented by utilizing fracturing and other stimulation methods. Costs and
unpredictable effectiveness limit enhanced recovery methods. These methods have improved
drastically over the past decade allowing for more cost-effective and efficient recovery.
The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, and the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands of
1947, as amended, give the BLM the sole responsibility and authority for oil and gas leasing on
BLM, USFS, and other federal lands, and on private lands where mineral rights have been retained
by the federal government (split estates). The BLM is a multiple-use agency and must balance the
development of mineral resources with other multiple uses on federally managed lands. Those
uses include livestock grazing, recreation, wildlife habitat, and special designation and
management areas listed in Section 3.3 of this document.
In conjunction with the BLM, the USFS regulates all surface-disturbing activities on USFS land (30
U.S. Code § 226 (g)). Thus, during the mineral leasing stage and permitting process, the USFS is
the lead agency applying stipulations on leasing of USFS land and conducts environmental
analysis for leasing and permitting activities on USFS lands. The Mineral Leasing Act makes the
disposition of oil and gas in the form and manner provided by the Act a mandatory act (30 U.S.C.
§ 181). Further, lease sales for each state where eligible lands are available must be held at least
quarterly each year (30 U.S.C. § 226).
Split Estate
A unique form of federal land ownership in the West comes from split mineral estates. A split
mineral estate occurs when the ownership of the minerals (or subsurface rights) in a particular
area is different from the ownership of the surface estate. Generally, and as outlined in Wyoming
law, mineral rights often take precedence over most surface rights. The owner of the mineral
estate has an overriding right to use the land to explore for and develop minerals. Many
situations of split estate minerals in which the federal government owns the mineral estate
originate back to the Stock Raising Homestead Act of 1916, in which the federal government
reserved everything to the government besides what was necessary to farming and raising
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livestock (43 U.S.C. §§ 291 and 299; see also Watt v. Western Nuclear Inc., 462 US 36, 53-55
(1983)). Thus, the federal government owns the minerals of any lands in which the patent was
issued after 1916.
The BLM manages all minerals owned by the federal government. Whenever an operator
acquires a BLM lease to produce minerals from a split estate, they must negotiate a surface use
agreement in good faith with the surface estate owner (BLM, 2007). The surface use agreement
is confidential but must provide enough information in a Surface Use Plan to allow the BLM to
conduct the NEPA review of the project. Suppose the operator is unable to negotiate a surface
use agreement with the landowner. In that case, they may elect to file a bond with the BLM to
cover compensation for damages to the surface estate.
Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
The Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Act was established in 1951, and through this Act, the
Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (WOGCC) was established to regulate oil and
gas. WOGCC is charged primarily with preventing the waste of oil and gas and protecting
correlative rights for Wyoming. The WOGCC works with many other agencies in the state that
provide a balanced approach for the oil and gas industry and Wyoming. WOGCC’s mission is to
regulate oil and gas activities in a manner that ensures responsible development and
management of Wyoming’s oil and gas resources and provides appropriate environmental
stewardship for Wyoming citizens (WOGCC, n.d.-c).

7.1.3 Oil and Gas Resource Management Objectives:
A. Decisions regarding oil and gas resource use, development, and protection decisions are
made in coordination with Albany County.
B. Oil and gas resources are located, developed, and operated following best management
practices to promote Albany County's public health, safety, and general welfare.
C. Oil and gas resources within Albany County are developed in way that protects other uses.

7.1.4 Oil and Gas Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County and other surface land users
regarding the development and reclamation of oil and gas infrastructure to maintain preexisting uses.
2. Coordination among the various federal agencies and Albany County should occur to
review hydrocarbon production applications, current operations, and reclamation in a
timely manner.
3. Federal agencies should support mitigation plans for energy projects that minimize
habitat loss and fragmentation or degradation of habitat values. The amount and location
of mitigation should correspond to the quantity and quality of the habitat at risk and
should be conducted locally.
4. New roads and utility rights-of-way should be co-located in existing corridors and where
there has been a previous disturbance to minimize further ground disturbance associated
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5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

with energy development. When co-location is not possible, locate new roads away from
important habitats.
Albany County encourages surface occupancy of oil and gas development in already
disturbed areas or edges of habitat.
In instances of split estate minerals, federal agencies should ask for input from the surface
owner and take the surface owner's requests into consideration when developing a
surface use plan.
There should be clear standards when setting forth "good faith negotiations" when an
operator is negotiating a surface use agreement with a surface owner.
Baseline water testing should be completed before a proponent is issued a permit for
development within Albany County.
Federal agencies should work with local agricultural producers, the conservation district,
and Albany County to ensure mitigation for oil and gas development is done properly and
locally.

7.2 RENEWABLE ENERGY
7.2.1 Introduction
Albany County has long been recognized as having tremendous renewable energy potential.
However, only recently has it become an increasingly important part of the county. Evolving
technologies, lower prices, and changing market pressures create a more favorable environment
for renewable energy projects. Renewable energy projects are being developed by commercial
energy producers, the City of Laramie, the University of Wyoming, private businesses, and private
residences, to name a few. This is exciting for Albany County, which was left out of the renewable
energy economy of Wyoming until recently. Renewable energy development also remains
controversial with some county residents.

7.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Solar and wind energy are growing industries across Wyoming, especially in Albany County. It
appears that there will be increasing demand to expand development over the coming decades.
This has resulted in the creation of a renewable energy physical infrastructure within the county.
Areas in Albany County rank as Wind Power Class 7, the highest power class according to the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). (Albany County, 2008a)
The BLM also authorizes renewable energy projects on public lands using a right-of-way grant
under Title V of FLPMA. Renewable energy projects do require NEPA analysis, however many
projects can likely be tiered off the BLM’s Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on
Wind Energy Development on BLM Administered Lands in the Western United States. The BLM
also requires project developers to submit bonds in an amount that the agency has determined
will be adequate to cover the potential costs for hazardous liabilities, decommissioning, and
reclamation of the project site, should the developer be unable or unwilling to conduct those
activities. The BLM requires a minimum bond of $2,000 per wind energy test site and $10,000
per wind turbine. There are currently no minimum bond amounts for solar energy projects (BLM,
2015).
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Renewable Energy Permitting
Renewable energy projects must receive permits from various state and federal agencies, such
as the Wyoming Industrial Siting Council (ISC) and the Western Area Power Administration
(WAPA). When considering a project application, these agencies require extensive studies of
how the proposed wind or solar undertaking will impact a host of environmental and human
resources and hold public hearings before deciding whether to issue a permit.
Wind and solar energy projects are also required to obtain a permit from the board of county
commissioners in the county in which the facility is located (Wyo. Stat. § 18-5-502). Wyoming
Statute § 18-5-503 identifies the application requirements and minimum standards required for
permitting wind and solar facilities at the county level. Counties have the authority to adopt their
own standards, so long as those standards meet or exceed those required under Wyo. Stat. § 185-503.
Chapter 5, Section 12 of the Albany County Zoning Resolution provides Albany County's
commercial wind and solar energy siting and permitting regulations. A copy of Albany County's
regulations can be found here. A public hearing before the Board of county Commissioners is
required for all wind and solar energy projects proposed in Albany County. The hearing must be
held no less than 45 days and no more than 60 days after determining that the application is
complete. The Board of county Commissioners must then make a decision to either approve or
deny the application within 45 days of the public hearing. To approve an application, the Board
of county Commissioners must make factual findings that (1) all required site plans and survey
maps are provided; (2) the proposed project will not adversely affect the public health, safety,
and welfare of the community; (3) the project will not adversely affect the public interest by
overburdening Albany County's services; and (4) the applicant has adequately addressed several
impacts, including: (i) economic and social impacts, (ii) air quality, (iii) water quality, (iv) general
nuisance, (v) soil disturbance, (vi) wildlife impacts, and (vii) cultural resource impacts.

7.2.3 Renewable Energy Resource Management Objectives:
A. All renewable energy resource use, development, and protection decisions are made in
coordination with Albany County.
B. Renewable energy projects and resources are located, developed, and operated following
best management practices to promote Albany County's public health, safety, and general
welfare.
C. Renewable energy resources within Albany County are developed to balance the need for
renewable energy projects with other uses.

7.2.4 Renewable Energy Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should consider the development of renewable energy projects in
coordination with Albany County and notify the county upon receiving a Notice of Intent.
2. Federal agencies should support the development of renewable energy infrastructure
within the county, including transmission lines and corridors, roads, and substations, that
minimizes surface disturbance, reduces visual intrusions and accommodates other uses.
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3. When conflicting with other uses, renewable energy development projects should be
evaluated against those other uses to balance future energy production and protection
of those preexisting uses.
4. When evaluating renewable energy development, permitting agencies should consider
possible effects on neighboring land uses and resources while keeping in mind private
property rights.
5. New renewable energy projects should, whenever possible, minimize surface disturbance
and maximize efficiency.

7.3 PIPELINES AND TRANSMISSION LINES
7.3.1 Introduction
Over the past several decades, there have been oil and gas transmission pipelines developed
throughout Albany County. Major pipelines run across the southern portion of the county
primarily south of Laramie, with a couple of pipelines crossing the northern section of Albany
County. (WSGS, 2020) For an interactive map of the pipelines within Albany County, refer to the
Interactive Oil and Gas Map of Wyoming located here.
Transmission lines have been expanding through Albany County both north to south and east to
west particularly as more renewable energy sources such as wind energy become more
prevalent across the landscape. Many of these transmission lines have the purpose of
transporting energy generated in the state to other states such as Arizona, California, Colorado,
Idaho, Nevada, and Utah.

7.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Pipelines
Pipeline infrastructure plays a crucial role in the development and transmission of hydrocarbons
at the national, state, and county levels. Consequently, Albany County plays a vital role in this
regional and national pipeline network. Maintained pipelines offer a safe and effective means for
delivering large amounts of hydrocarbons across extended distances with minimal risk for spills
(Global Energy Institute, 2013).
There is very little federal regulation of most pipelines. Permitting for interstate natural gas
pipelines and interstate liquified natural gas (LNG) pipelines fall under Section 7 of the Natural
Gas Act and are reviewed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), which also gives
pipeline companies their national condemnation authority. However, the Natural Gas Act does
not regulate oil or natural gas liquid (NGL).
The federal government has explicitly avoided drafting regulations concerning pipeline land-use
issues. “Congress has failed to create a federal regulatory scheme for the construction of oil
pipelines and has delegated this authority to the states” (Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate v. U.S. Dep’t
of State, 659 F. Supp. 2d 1071, 1081 (D.S.D. 2009)). Even for gas pipelines, FERC requires gas
pipeline companies to comply with state and local regulations as a condition of their federal
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certificates (NE Hub Partners, L.P. v. CNG Transmission Corp., 239 F.3d 333, 339, 346 n. 13 (3d
Cir.2001). Thus, unless pipelines cross federal lands and trigger NEPA review, interstate pipelines
remain primarily unregulated by the federal government.
One aspect of pipelines that is federally regulated outside of federal lands is pipeline safety. In
1994, Congress passed the Pipeline Safety Act (PSA) (49 U.S.C. § 60101–60137), recodifying
without substantive changes the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1968 and the Hazardous
Liquids Pipeline Safety Act of 1979. Among other things, the PSA expressly preempts state law
concerning “safety standards for interstate pipeline facilities or interstate pipeline
transportation" and delegates the authority to draft pipeline safety regulations to the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (49 U.S.C. § 60104(c)).
However, regulations that concern a county's purview (the general welfare of its constituents)
are not necessarily preempted if they indirectly affect pipeline safety (Tex. Midstream Gas Svcs.,
LLC v. City of Grand Prairie, 608 F.3d 200, 212 (5th Cir. 2010). In order that the regulations are not
preempted by the PSA, the regulations must affect aesthetics or other non-safety police powers
(Am. Energy Corp. v. Tex. E. Trans., LP, 701 F. Supp. 2d 921, 931 (S.D. Ohio 2010). Regulations
directly affecting reclamation, water crossings, cleanup, or other similar matters important to
landowners that affect their environment would likely not be preempted by the PSA.
On January 19, 2021, the Wyoming State BLM Office finalized a decision for the Wyoming Pipeline
Corridor Initiative. The decision neither analyzed nor authorized any pipeline development or
construction. Instead, it amends several Resource Management Plans to identify a pipeline
corridor network. If a proponent submits a proposal actually to construct a pipeline within the
corridor, the BLM would then do site-specific environmental analysis with further opportunity
for public involvement (BLM, 2021). The initiative designated almost 2,000 miles of corridors
across private, state, and BLM-managed lands in Wyoming for potential pipeline development
associated with carbon capture, utilization, and storage, as well as pipelines and facilities related
to enhanced oil recovery. Some of these areas were identified in Albany County. The BLM’s
decision only applies to 1,111 miles located on public lands managed by the agency (BLM, 2021).
Transmission Lines
The Gateway West Project is a 230kV transmission line that crosses through Albany County from
the Shirley Basin to the Carbon and Sweetwater County lines. The purpose of this project was to
expand Rocky Mountain Power’s existing transmission system to provide reliable transmission
service and to construct, and place into service, sufficient capacity to reliably deliver resources
to network and native load customers. The transmission line crosses checkerboard land
ownership with both private lands and federal lands managed by the BLM.
The Gateway South Project is a single circuit, 500kV transmission line between Aeolus Substation
and the Moffatt County, Colorado border. The Gateway South Transmission line will be generally
co-located and offset from the existing Gateway West Transmission line. The project will consist
of 500kV alternating current electric transmission lines and associated substation facilities as part
of the PacifiCorp Energy Vision 2020 Plan. When complete, the project will provide existing and
new renewable energy sources to meet growing needs, ease transmission congestion, and
63 | P a g e
7.3 Pipelines and Transmission Lines

improve the flow of electricity throughout the West. The project will cross private lands, state
lands, and federal lands administered by the BLM and USFS within Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah.

7.3.3 Pipeline and Transmission Line Resource Management Objectives:
A. All pipeline and transmission line resource use, development, and protection decisions
are made in coordination with Albany County.
B. Pipeline and transmission line resources are located, developed, and operated following
best management practices to promote Albany County's public health, safety, and general
welfare.
C. Pipeline and transmission line resources within Albany County are developed in a manner
that protects other uses.
D. Pipelines and transmission lines are developed within Albany County efficiently without
the use of eminent domain authority when possible and in coordination with Albany
County.
E. Reclamation for pipelines and transmission lines is completed in a timely manner and
protects existing uses on the land.

7.3.4 Pipeline and Transmission Line Priority Statements:
1. Future and existing pipeline infrastructure for the transmission of materials in and
through Albany County should be developed and improved when it will not harm valid
existing and/or pre-existing uses or rights.
2. Encourage pipeline development to be in the most appropriate route, avoiding sensitive
habitats and conflicting existing uses and protecting future planned uses, regardless of
land ownership, with a preference that pipelines and transmission lines are placed on
public lands.
3. Reclamation should follow best management practices and be coordinated with surface
users to maintain preexisting uses.
4. Albany County should be regularly updated regarding all pipeline permitting by the
managing federal agency.
5. The use of eminent domain should be a choice of last resort and is generally not
supported by Albany County.
6. Federal agencies should work with local agricultural producers, the Conservation District,
and Albany County to ensure mitigation is done correctly and locally on transmission lines
and pipelines.
7. So long as expansion will not harm property rights, federal agencies should consider
expanding pipeline and transmission line corridors when existing corridor limits are met.
8. Pipeline and transmission line development should primarily utilize existing utility
corridors and areas previously disturbed regardless of land ownership, while sensitive
habitats and conflicting existing uses are avoided.
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CHAPTER 8: GEOLOGY, SOILS, MINING
8.1 GEOLOGY
Albany County’s natural beauty and landscape are cherished assets to our residents and establish
a unique character and sense of place. Across the county, a rich and diverse geologic landscape
provides stunning scenic vistas and abundant natural resources that contribute to our residents’
quality of life and economic viability. The unique geology of Albany County also provides
recreational opportunities like rock climbing in Vedauwoo.
Albany County is characterized by a north-south trending valley bound on the east by the Laramie
Range, to the south by the Medicine Bow Mountains, and a series of anticlines to the north. The
mountain ranges were uplifted during the Laramide Orogeny (75 to 40 Myr), exposing
Proterozoic age (2.5Gya bya to 500 Myr) crystalline basement rock and causing faulting and
folding in the region (Sutherl et al., n.d.). These older rocks are generally overlain by younger
sedimentary rocks, such as alluvial fans and terrace deposits (Tetra Tech, 2020). The valley is
generally comprised of the Permian-age Satanka Shale (252 to 299 Myr), which overlies the
Pennsylvanian-Permian-age Casper Formation (252 to 318 Myr), interbedded sandstones and
limestones that host the Casper Aquifer (Lundy, 1978). The artesian springs emanating from the
Casper Aquifer attracted early settlers. The aquifer remains a critical water source that accounts
for fifty to sixty percent (50-60%) of the City of Laramie’s water supply and is the sole source for
450+ rural residences in Albany County.
The typical topography of the county is low mountain slopes and relatively flat floodplains.
Several faults have been mapped in the county. Quaternary deposits overlie these faults in many
locations, which suggests they have been inactive for a long time. There are no Quaternary faults
mapped in Albany County (i.e., with movement occurring in the last 2.6 million years). Albany
County is considered to be an area of low earthquake risk (Tetra Tech, 2020). Figure 5 and 6
below show the geology of the county.
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Figure 18. Albany County geologic formations. Data from USGS in 2019.
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Figure 19. Albany County geologic formations. Data from USGS in 2019.
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8.2 SOILS
8.2.1 Introduction
Healthy soils sustain plant communities, keep sediment out of streams and dust out of the air.
Public land managers are mandated to follow environmental standards in managing soils and
vegetation and safeguard sustainable plant and animal populations (NRCS, 2018). Soil type
dictates the vegetation within an area, which determines the area's uses, productivity, resistance
to disturbance, and scenic quality.
Anthropogenic land disturbance, as well as wildfire, can influence soil quality. Soil issues arising
from anthropogenic and natural causes include erosion, drainage, invasive species, soil
compaction, salination, and loss of vegetation. (NRCS, 2018)
The Laramie Rivers Conservation District within Albany County is tasked to promote the
conservation of soil and water resources across the county (see Section 3.1for more information).

8.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Soil Surveys
Soil surveys provide detailed information on soil limitations and properties necessary for project
planning and implementation. Soil surveys document soil properties and distribution to monitor
and understand the impacts of various uses. There are five levels, or "Orders," of soil surveys
depending on the level of detail involved. Order 3 is typical for most public lands projects which
do require onsite investigations by expert soil scientists for site-specific project-related activities
or projects. (USDA: Soil Science Division Staff, 2017)
Soil survey reports, which include the soil survey maps and the names and descriptions of the
soils in a report area, are published by the NRCS and are available online through Web Soil Survey
(NRCS, n.d.-b). The site offers information specific to Albany County. The general soil map units
for Albany County are depicted in Figure 20.
Ecological Sites
Ecological sites are the basic component of a land-type classification system that describes the
ecological potential and ecosystem dynamics of land areas. Ecological sites provide a consistent
framework for classifying and describing rangeland and forestland soils and vegetation.
Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs) are reports that provide detailed information about a
particular type of land. ESDs are described using the soil mapping for a landscape, and each 'site'
has multiple characteristics tied to the soil traits present. ESDs are used for assessing vegetation
states and are often used when designing reclamation and rehabilitation of an area. Federal
agencies also use ESDs to manage grazing and assist in renewing grazing permits when looking at
rangeland health. ESDs help determine how a site will react to disturbances and potential
vegetation that could be used to reclaim the site. (Natural Resource Conservation Service, n.d.)
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8.2.3 Soil Resource Management Objectives:
A. Soil quality and health are maintained and conserved through best management practices
in coordination with Albany County.
B. Soil resources are protected from erosion to sustain a viable agricultural economy,
wildlife populations, and high air and water quality levels within Albany County.

8.2.4 Soil Resources Priority Statements:
1. When available, the Natural Resource Conservation Service soil survey should be the basis
for public land soils related activities.
2. Any deviation from using soil survey data should only be done with the support of the
Natural Resource Conservation Service.
3. Federal agencies should support projects and policies which improve soil quality and
ecology.
4. Federal agencies should use erosion control as a means of flood control.
5. For new soil disturbing projects, Albany County supports implementing best management
practices to manage runoff and stabilize soils on site.
6. Natural processes, including livestock and wildlife grazing, should be utilized as key to site
reclamation for soil health and biodiversity where appropriate.
7. Proposed projects on public lands within Albany County that will provide significant
disturbances to topsoil should be implemented to a separate location and stored to
protect topsoil.
8. Ecological site descriptions (ESDs) used for land management decisions should be based
on ESDs created from Albany County's soil and site potentials. If local ESDs are not
complete, the completion should be a priority for the agency.
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Figure 20. Soil type and map units for soils in Albany County. Data from NRCS Web Soil Survey in 2013.
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8.3 MINING AND MINERAL RESOURCES
8.3.1 Introduction
Some mineral production has been part of Albany County's culture for over 100 years, ranging
from precious metals to quarries. Mining is one of the historical uses of federally managed lands,
predating the establishment of the USFS and BLM. The Congressional Act of July 26, 1866, and
the General Mining Act of 1872 granted all American citizens the right to go into the public
domain to prospect for and develop minerals, subject to withdrawal as described below.
Albany County has a history of mineral discovery and development including iron, gold, copper,
coal, and gypsum. Gold was first discovered along the eastern range of the Medicine Bow Range
in 1874. Gold was mined in the area until the 1890s. In 1889 gypsum mining and processing began
east of Laramie. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a few enterprises attempted to
mine coal and hard rock minerals west of Laramie, but none were successful beyond a handful of
years. There has been no hard rock mining since.

8.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Albany County has 20,853 records of small mining claims managed by the BLM, of which 3% (643
claims) are active. Within Albany County, gold is the largest mining commodity, followed by
uranium, however limestone mining has increased and likely is one of the most mined minerals
in the county (The Diggings, n.d.). Most of these claims are small and individually owned along
streams and experience little if any development annually. None are commercial operations, and
there is little if any mineral production. Other minerals known to occur in the county include:
gold, uranium, copper, iron, platinum, silver, palladium, osmium, diamond, cobalt, rhodium,
nickel, aluminum, chromium, titanium, molybdenum, thorium, zirconium (The Diggings, n.d.).
Cement manufacturing occurs near Laramie. The cement company operates two limestone
quarries, two shale quarries, and a gypsum quarry that are used in the development of the
cement. These quarries and the cement plant provide numerous jobs in Albany County, as does
the private quarry operation north of Laramie (Herman, 2014). A private company also mines and
processes limestone in the area with the quarry located on BLM lands. These operations are likely
the most successful and profitable mining enterprises currently in Albany County.
Many limestone, sandstone, bentonite, and gypsum deposits are either part of or adjacent to the
Casper formation, which runs in a north-south trend east of Laramie and into the northern part
of the county. There is some sand and gravel mining in active or inactive river floodplains. There
are numerous metal deposits and mining claims in the mountainous areas that have mostly been
inactive for quite a while. Granite boulders for landscaping are also emerging as a highly
marketable product in the county; these boulders are typically extracted from private lands near
the Laramie Range or Medicine Bow Mountains. (Albany County, 2008b)
Albany County also has coal resources. The Rock Creek Coalfield, containing mostly bituminous
and subbituminous coal, extends into west-central Albany County. The field has a lower economic
value than some other coal fields in Wyoming because of the thicknesses of both the beds and
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the overlaying strata, which has historically made them challenging to develop. No mining
operations are currently active in the field. (Albany County, 2008b)
Mining plays a minimal role in Albany County's economy and culture, other than the current
quarry mining and the occasional sand and gravel operation. The county supports the production
of minerals if their mining ever becomes economically viable, provided it is done in an
environmentally responsible manner and does not adversely affect more valuable resources.
Providing infrastructure and services such as roads, bridges, medical services, and law
enforcement would be necessary to determine whether a proposal to mine is viable and
responsible. Entities such as the BLM, USFS, and Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
(WDEQ) are critical to developing mineral resources and need to work in coordination to protect
and develop the resource.
Split Estate
As discussed in further detail in Section 7.1.2, a unique form of federal land ownership in the
West comes from split mineral estates. A split mineral estate occurs when the ownership of the
minerals (or subsurface rights) in a particular area is different from the ownership of the surface
estate.
Withdrawal
Federal lands can be withdrawn from mineral eligibility of development under the mining laws
(30 U.S.C. Ch. 2). Mineral withdrawal prohibits the location of new mining claims. Withdrawal
also may require that any preexisting mining claims in the area demonstrate that valuable
minerals have been found prior to the withdrawal before any activities can commence on those
preexisting claims. Withdrawal of minerals cannot prohibit the use of a valid existing right. A valid
existing right exists when the mining claim contains the discovery of a valuable mineral deposit
that satisfies the “Prudent Person” test, as defined in Castle v. Womble. US v. Cole, 390 U.S. 599,
602 (1968). To pass the “Prudent Person” test, a person must demonstrate that “the discovered
deposits must be of such a character that ‘a person of ordinary prudence would be justified in
the further expenditure of his labor and means, with a reasonable prospect of success, in
developing a valuable mine.” However, these minerals cannot be considered “of common
variety” to be a considered a valuable mineral under the mining laws (30 U.S.C. § 611).
Congress can withdraw lands from new mineral claims or leases by passing legislation
withdrawing said lands (See North Fork Watershed Protection Act of 2013). Additionally, FLPMA
gives the Secretary of Interior the authority to withdraw federal lands (43 U.S.C. § 1714).
Secretarial withdrawals of over 5,000 acres may only last 20 years at most, but withdrawals may
be renewed (43 U.S.C. § 1714(c)). The Secretary of Interior must inform Congress of any
secretarial withdrawal of over 5,000 acres. The withdrawal will expire after 90 days if both bodies
of Congress draft concurrent resolutions that they do not approve the withdrawal within 90 days
of being notified by the Secretary of Interior. To allow for public involvement in the withdrawal
process, public hearings and opportunities for public comment are required of all new secretarial
withdrawals (43 U.S.C. § 1714(h)).
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8.3.3 Mining and Mineral Resource Management Objectives:
A. Mineral resource use, development, and protection decisions are made in coordination
with Albany County.
B. Mineral resources are located and developed following best management practices to
promote Albany County's public health, safety, and general welfare.
C. Mineral resources are developed in a manner that protects other uses.

8.3.4 Mining and Mineral Resource Priority Statements:
1. Land-use decisions pertaining to mineral exploration or extraction should be coordinated
with Albany County.
2. Federal land use and management plans should contain a thorough discussion and
evaluation of energy and mineral development, including the implications of such
development on other surface land uses, Albany County’s economy, and other resources
county residents value.
3. Federal agencies should integrate all energy and mineral resources planning through the
Land and Resource Management planning process to ensure efficient policies are
implemented.
4. Federal agencies should coordinate decisions about the reclamation of mining areas with
Albany County.
5. Federal agencies should justify whenever deferring energy and mineral lease applications.
6. Mitigation of surface disturbances should be accomplished on sites adjoining the
disturbance. Onsite mitigation should be given preference to off-site mitigation,
especially for habitat losses.
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Figure 21. Mineral ownership mapped for Albany County. Data from USGS in 2020.
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CHAPTER 9: FOREST MANAGEMENT
9.1 INTRODUCTION
The use of forest resources has been a part of Albany County since its earliest days when the first
settlers relied on forest resources for timber for buildings, corrals, fences, railroad ties, and fuel.
The Medicine Bow National Forest was established in 1902 and has been managed by the USFS
since. Timber harvesting in the area historically paid for the maintenance of forest roads and
allowed more public access and multiple uses of the forest. Contemporary customs and culture
in Albany County prioritizes forest use and management for world-class recreational
opportunities including non-motorized and motorized activities where appropriate. Albany
County residents also prioritize the open spaces, wildlife habitat, and water quality protection
that properly managed forests afford our residents. These days, public user fees help pay for the
maintenance of our public forests.

9.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Approximately one-quarter or 375,000 acres within Albany County are managed by the USFS’s
Medicine Bow National Forest. Forest management on the Medicine Bow National Forest today
must offer benefits to many users. It is no longer a matter of how many board-feet the forest
can produce in a given year but how timber can be managed to meet an array of expectations as
well as sustain the biological health of the forest.
The forest should provide a source of materials for small businesses such as pole and post
operations as well as a source of firewood for local residents. Forest cover- is also- managed as
part of a healthy ecosystem to produce multiple benefits for ranchers, hunters, anglers and
recreationists. For instance, the reduction of junipers in some areas encourages the growth of
aspen and a more diversified habitat which in turn can lead to wildlife and native grasses
increase. Likewise, replanting trees can reduce soil erosion to the benefit of grazers and fisheries,
and controlled burns can enhance wildlife habitat, expand livestock grazing, and reduce
catastrophic fire risks. Albany county’s diverse expectations of what the Medicine Bow National
Forest can and should provide are best met with a forest management approach that is grounded
in current science, is sustainable, and is diverse in the benefits it conveys to its many users.
Effective timber management can increase forage production both for wildlife and livestock. The
selective removal of timber opens up areas to more sunlight and gives the understory an
opportunity to grow grasses, forbs, and shrubs which are more palatable forage for both wildlife
and livestock. Likewise, removing downed and dead timber can sometimes facilitate access to
habitat and grazing for wildlife and livestock.
The recent bark beetle infestation of the Medicine Bow National Forest poses opportunities and
challenges. Insects and disease act as both beneficial and destructive agents, and they are part
of forest ecosystems. They play an important role in microclimate energy balances and
perpetuation of habitat for a variety of wildlife species. Dead and dying trees can also cause a
variety of problems including downfall timber that makes the area inaccessible to livestock and
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wildlife and an increase in on-the-ground and vertical fuels, posing a threat for wildfire to the
forest and adjacent houses and private lands.
The Medicine Bow Landscape Vegetation Analysis Project (LaVA Project) was approved by the
USFS in August 2020. The LaVA project includes up to 288,000 acres of vegetation management
in the next 15 years on the Medicine Bow National Forest under one decision. The LaVA Project
was developed to respond to unprecedented landscape-level tree mortality from bark beetles
and other forest health issues that have affected hundreds of thousands of acres across the forest
since the 1990s. The LaVA project encompasses both Albany and Carbon Counties with the
project area stretching from the Colorado-Wyoming border north across the Snowy Range and
Sierra Madre Mountain Ranges from approximately 25-miles west of Laramie to about 25 miles
east of Baggs (USFS, 2020b). The Record of Decision (ROD) can be found here.
While the LaVA Project is intended to address a current condition on the forest, there is a need
to consider and plan how the Medicine Bow National Forest will manage the effects of climate
change and continued long term drought over the coming decades. Such planning should be a
joint effort among various agencies and groups, including Albany County.

9.3 FOREST MANAGEMENT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE:
A. Forest resources in a healthy and productive forest are maintained through a
management approach that is collaborative, based upon science, and effectively supports
an array of uses important to the health, safety, and general welfare of Albany County
residents.
B. Forest resources within Albany County are used, developed, and protected using best
available management practices and in coordination with Albany County.

9.4 FOREST MANAGEMENT PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. All forested lands shall be managed in a balanced fashion, taking into account the many
needs and wants of Albany County residents.
2. Albany County requests coordination with state and federal agencies in the maintenance
of trails within the county (i.e., groomed snowmobile trails).
3. Fire, timber harvesting, and treatment programs shall be managed to prevent waste of
forest products.
4. Timber permits that require the use of access and transportation across county roads
should be coordinated with Albany County.
5. Forest management should support an appropriate level of timber harvesting and
thinning that promotes long-term forest health.
6. Management tools such as controlled burns should be implemented to encourage natural
vegetative growth, prevent catastrophic events, and reduce fire potential, including at
the wildland-urban interface.
7. Federal agencies should adopt management programs and initiatives that improve
watersheds, forests, and increase forage for the mutual benefit of wildlife and livestock.
with the help of Albany County officials and public input.
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8. Access to forest products for domestic use, such as fuel, building materials, and Christmas
trees should be ongoing.
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CHAPTER 10: LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE
10.1 INTRODUCTION
Law enforcement and emergency response are critically important to the health, safety, and
welfare of the citizens of Albany County. Albany County citizens have relied on the elected county
Sheriff since the county’s formation to provide law enforcement and security. Over the years, the
Sheriff was traditionally the sole law enforcement agent, however, with the establishment of the
BLM, USFS, and other federal agencies, more law enforcement officers have come into the county
to oversee the laws and regulations that govern public lands.
Given the traditional role of the county sheriff, it is incumbent upon federal agencies to consult,
cooperate, and coordinate law enforcement activities with the county to ensure the safety of the
citizens of Albany County. This coordination will assist federal agencies in their mission within the
county. Furthermore, a coordinated effort between Albany County and federal management
agencies in the area concerning natural disasters such as flooding, severe windstorms, harsh
winter storms, forest fires, and earthquakes is vital.

10.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Law Enforcement
Law enforcement is critically important to the citizens of Albany County. Law enforcement in the
county includes actions on both public and private lands. Public lands within Albany County are
subject to law enforcement coordination when issues related to natural resource management
and public lands arise, such as livestock theft, abuse of resources, other criminal activities, or
search and rescue operations. Law enforcement officials operating in Albany County include
Wyoming Highway Patrol, Laramie City Police, Albany County Sheriff’s Office, Wyoming Livestock
Board, Wyoming Game and Fish Department Game Wardens, Wyoming Department of Criminal
Investigation, and State Park Rangers. Federal law enforcement officials operating in Albany
County include BLM, USFWS, USFS U.S. Marshals, and the EPA. As the use of public lands has
increased, so has the need for law enforcement and coordination of federal law enforcement
agents with the county Sheriff. The Albany County Sheriff’s Office has MOUs with both the BLM
and USFS to clearly lay out the roles, responsibilities, and coordination of these federal agencies
with Albany County in law enforcement situations.
The Property Clause of the United States Constitution sets out the jurisdictional powers of state,
local, and federal law enforcement officers on federal lands. Generally, federal lands have either
proprietary or concurrent jurisdiction, meaning that local law enforcement is either the exclusive
law enforcement agency in the area or that both local law enforcement and federal agency law
enforcement share jurisdiction to enforce laws on federal lands. Other federal lands, such as post
offices or military bases have exclusive jurisdiction, and only the federal government may enforce
federal laws within those areas (United States Constitution Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2). The
Assimilative Crimes Act allows federal law enforcement agencies who lack an appropriate federal
charge to use an appropriate state law in federal court whenever necessary (18 U.S.C. § 13).
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FLPMA gives the BLM authority to retain BLM law enforcement officers who enforce federal law
within BLM jurisdiction. Those officers have the authority to enforce federal laws but do not have
the authority to enforce state laws without written authorization from the local law enforcement
agency in charge. FLPMA and the BLM’s regulations specifically give BLM law enforcement
officers traditional police powers such as enforcing federal laws, carrying firearms, serving search
warrants, making arrests with or without a warrant, and conducting searches of places or people
with or without a warrant in accordance with applicable laws and seizing evidence. (FLPMA,
1976)
NFMA gives the USFS a similar law enforcement authority to the BLM. USFS law enforcement
officers also have the authority to enforce federal laws and regulations within the national
forests, but not state laws. Many of the USFS law enforcement regulations can be found in 36
C.F.R. Part 261. Their primary responsibility is “the protection of natural resources, protection of
USFS employees and the protection of visitors.” (USFS, n.d.-a)
The Wyoming Livestock Board is responsible for the protection of livestock interests in the State
from disease and theft. Seven members are appointed by the Governor and approved by the
Senate for six-year terms. The State is divided into “appointment districts” as set by the
Legislature. The Livestock Board Law Enforcement has several benefits that help with law
enforcement regarding livestock in the county. These include:
•
•
•
•
•

They are livestock law specialists;
They can conduct casework across county lines;
They collaborate with other states’ livestock investigators;
They partner with county Sheriff Departments on cases; and
They provide training for other state law enforcement agencies.

There are three Wyoming Game and Fish Department game warden regions within Albany
County: North Laramie, South Laramie, and Medicine Bow. Game wardens enforce state statutes
and Wyoming Game and Fish Commission regulations covering big game, game birds, waterfowl,
trophy game, furbearers, small game, fish, nongame species, and watercraft. Game wardens can
assist local and federal law enforcement as needed particularly during times of emergency such
as wildfire evacuation.

Emergency Management
Albany County has an Emergency Management Agency/Homeland Security Department that
plans, coordinates, and supports activities that help the county prepare for, respond to, and
recover from both man-made or natural disasters, while also reducing vulnerabilities to hazards.
The county also has a Local Emergency Planning Committee that coordinates emergency
management and planning throughout the county.
Natural Disasters
When a natural disaster is declared, the federal government, led by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), responds at the request of and in support of States, Tribes,
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Territories, Insular Areas, and local jurisdictions impacted by a disaster. FEMA coordinates the
federal government’s role in preparing for, preventing, mitigating the effects of, responding to,
and recovering from natural disasters (Federal Register, n.d.).
Albany County has a Hazard Mitigation Plan that assesses risk potential for different hazards
including floods, landslides, drought, severe winter storms, wildland fire, earthquakes, and other
man-made and natural disasters. The purpose of the plan is to promote sound public policy
designed to protect citizens, critical facilities, infrastructure, private property, and the
environment from multi-hazard events. The plan lays out several goals that cover the topics of
protecting life and property, increasing public awareness, protecting natural systems,
strengthening partnerships, efficiently communicating, and supporting emergency services.
(Albany and Carbon Counties Emergency Management Agencies & Wyoming Office of Homeland
Security, 2020)
Search and Rescue
Search and Rescue (SAR) is defined as the employment, coordination, and utilization of available
resources and personnel in relieving distress, preserving life, and removing survivors from the
site of a disaster, emergency, or hazard to safety in case of lost, stranded, entrapped, or injured
people (Wyoming Homeland Security, 2019). The Wyoming Office of Homeland Security serves
as the account manager for SAR programs and operates using guidance from W.S. 19, Chapter
13, Article 3 and the Wyoming Search and Rescue Council. The Wyoming Search and Rescue
Council was established to assist Wyoming sheriffs, who are charged by state statute to conduct
SAR operations. Council members are appointed by the governor. Albany County’s Search and
Rescue is operated under the authority of the Albany County Sheriff and is made up of trained
volunteers.
Fire
Wildland fire within Albany County is discussed in detail in this plan in Section Error! Reference s
ource not found.. The Albany County Hazard Mitigation Plan also discusses fire management
within Albany County and is further described above in the natural disasters section.

10.3 LAW ENFORCEMENT
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE:

AND

EMERGENCY

RESPONSE

RESOURCE

A. Public lands are managed to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of Albany
County citizens and visitors in coordination with Albany County and the Albany County
Sheriff’s office.

10.4 LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with the Albany County Emergency Management
coordinator on all emergencies within the county.
2. All federal agencies should be aware of and make use of the Albany County Municipal
Multi Hazard Mitigation Plan and any other applicable law enforcement or emergency
management plan within the county.
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3. Federal agencies should support continued cooperation with Albany County and the use
of Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with regard to law enforcement.
4. Federal agencies should allow prompt access to federal land for law enforcement and
emergency services.
5. Federal agencies should support the development of effective communication
technologies on public lands within Albany County to ensure communications are
available during law enforcement and emergency events.
6. Albany County shall be the lead agency for search and rescue efforts in accordance with
Wyoming Statutes §§ 19-13-301, 19-13-302, and 19-13-304.
7. Federal agencies should work with Albany County to determine ways in which more
funding can be provided to the Albany County Sheriff’s Office to assist Albany County with
additional patrolling and law enforcement on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management lands.
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CHAPTER 11: NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS AND PESTS
11.1 INTRODUCTION
Albany County has traditionally practiced weed and pest control to increase the productivity of
the various lands within the county and as a means of promoting the health, safety, and general
welfare of the residents of the county.
Albany County, by and through the Albany County Weed and Pest District, is involved in various
programs being directed to weed and pest management; including, but not limited to outreach
and education, and cost-share programs. The county relies upon the Albany County Weed and
Pest Control District to declare certain detrimental weeds and pests as noxious in the district, and
to make use of cooperative agreements, NEPA, the Wyoming Weed and Pest Act of 1973, and
broad-based legal precedent to assure recognition of local conditions and circumstances in the
decision-making process, and to keep the county and the public informed of these efforts.

11.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Invasive species can be plants, animals, diseases (refer to section 16.3 Wildlife subsection Wildlife
Disease for discussion in wildlife diseases), or insects and are defined as non-native species
causing or likely to cause economic or environmental harm. Pest management is defined as the
ability to control species that interfere with management objectives. These pests may be
considered invasive, noxious, or simply a nuisance and negatively impact the local environment,
economy, or both.
The term noxious weed or pest is a legal term indicating that by law the species must be
managed. Failure to comply with the noxious weed and pest laws may result in legal action.
Ongoing programs to identify locations of all noxious weeds and pests and initiate management
and/or eradication efforts will continue. All State agencies are required to control noxious weeds
and pests on State managed lands and state law provides for cooperation with the federal
agencies in controlling noxious weeds and pests on all federally managed lands. Current control
tactics include but are not limited to: education (plant identification, life cycles, mapping
infestations, etc.); prevention (cleaning equipment, buying quality seed, rangeland management,
early control, etc.); mechanical and physical controls (burning, mowing, cultivation, rotating land
uses, establishment of desirable competitive plants, etc.); biological (grazing, parasites,
pathogens, etc.); chemical ( pesticides, weed oils, plant growth regulators, etc.); law enforcement
(remedial requirements, hearings, etc.); training (commercial applicator training and
certification, etc.); rodent control (minimize disease threats and control losses); and Weed and
Pest District Board actions (emergency declarations, budgeting, public meetings, etc.) (Wyoming
Weed and Pest Council, n.d.). Cooperative agreements and legal actions, if warranted, may be
utilized to assure protection of vital land resources from noxious weed and pest occupation or
invasion.
The Wyoming Weed and Pest Act of 1973, as enacted by the legislature of Wyoming, establishes
the guidelines for creating Weed and Pest Control Districts and the regulations which govern the
districts. Within the Act, the composition of districts is defined at W.S. § 11-5-103:
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“All land within the boundaries of Wyoming including all Federal, State, private and
municipally owned lands, is hereby included in the weed and pest districts within the county
in which the land is located,”
The act also specifically defines which weeds and pests are designated as weeds and pests in W.S.
§ 11-5-102. The Weed and Pest Act of 1973 in W.S. § 11-5-109 also spells out enforcement
provisions which could result in heavy fines if persons are convicted.
“A landowner who is responsible for an infestation and fails or refuses to perform the
remedial requirements for the control of the weed or pest [...] may be fined. [...] Any person
accused under this act is entitled to a trial by jury.” (W.S. §11-5-109e)
Sufficient funding for a long-term strategy implementing weed and pest control tactics has been
lacking for many federal and state agencies. Various state and federal agencies support weed and
pest management by utilizing funds from discretionary or general fund sources. This only secures
short-term funding for specific weed and pest infestations that generally last no more than one
season.
Albany County Weed and Pest is working to suppress and eradicate all federally designated, State
of Wyoming designated, and Albany County declared weeds and pests. The current federal
noxious weeds list is maintained on the USDA Plants Database (NRCS, 2019). The State of
Wyoming designated list can be found here and the Albany County declared weeds and pests are
presented below.
Albany County Declared Weeds and Pests (W.S. 11-5-102(a)(viii)) (list as of the writing of this plan
in 2021)
•
•
•
•

Locoweed (Oxytropis sericea)
Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum)
Larkspur (Delphinium geyeri)
Mosquito (Culicidae family)

In addition to the listed noxious weeds and pests, aquatic invasive species like hydrilla (Hydrilla
verticillata), Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriopyllum spicatum), curly pondweed (Potamogeton
crispus) and didymo (Didymosphenia geminata) are of concern. Several animal species are also
of concern such as aquatic invasive species like zebra and quagga mussels, New Zealand
mudsnail, Asian carp and rusty crawfish. Aquatic invasive species are managed by the WGFD and
can have a negative impact on irrigation and local aquatic ecosystems if they become established.
White pine blister rust, pine borers, and spruce bud worms can also be problem invaders in the
forested regions of the county. Several agricultural pests exist that can negatively impact the
farming regions of the county.
PlayCleanGo – Stop Invasive Species in Your Tracks is an educational outreach program with the
goal to protect valuable natural resources while encouraging the public to enjoy the great
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outdoors. (NAISMA, n.d.) PlayCleanGo, along with other prevention campaigns such as Clean
Drain Dry and Don’t Let It Loose promote awareness, understanding, and cooperation by
providing a clear call to action to be informed, attentive, and accountable for stopping the spread
of all invasive species.

Federal Agencies
Beyond specific strategies, directives and authorities for invasive species management assigned
to each department and agency, the invasive species management programs of federal agencies
are guided by the National Invasive Species Council (NISC). NISCs purpose is to provide national
leadership necessary to coordinate, sustain, and expand federal efforts to safeguard the interests
of the United States through the prevention, eradication, and control of invasive species, and
through the restoration of ecosystems and other assets impacted by invasive species. (NISC
Terms of Reference 2019).
Partnerships with federal agencies on cooperative invasive species management utilizing
integrated pest management practices is imperative to successful landscape scale management
programs.
U.S. Forest Service
In 2015, the Medicine Bow - Routt National Forest signed a Record of Decision that authorized
annual treatment of approximately 3,000 - 8,000 acres of invasive plant species using a
combination of manual treatments, mechanical treatments, biological treatments, cultural
treatments, and aerial and ground herbicide applications over the next 15 years in areas such as
crucial big game winter ranges and other important habitats, fuels reduction projects, roads and
trails, power lines, areas of timber harvest, and beetle-killed forests. (Blanco, n.d.) For instance,
in 2021, the USFS sprayed 8,000 acres on the Medicine Bow National Forest that had been burned
in the Mullen Fire to stop the spread of cheatgrass, with plans to treat additional areas the
following year.
Bureau of Land Management
The BLM also recognizes the PlayCleanGo Campaign which is an educational outreach program
with the goal to protect valuable natural resources while encouraging the public to enjoy the
great outdoors. PlayCleanGo promotes awareness, understanding, and cooperation by providing
a clear call to action to be informed, attentive, and accountable for stopping the spread of all
invasive species. (NAISMA, n.d.)

11.3 NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS AND PESTS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
OBJECTIVE:
A. Noxious and invasive species and pests are managed on federal lands in coordination with
Albany County and the Albany County Weed and Pest District.
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11.4 NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS AND PESTS PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Support Memorandums of Understanding between federal agencies and the Albany
County Weed and Pest District.
2. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County and other agencies to allow Weed
and Pest Control District personnel access across federal lands to assess infestations and
develop a good neighbor program that allows safe reporting of infestations by
landowners and other members of the public.
3. Where appropriate, prescribed grazing may be utilized to control invasive, noxious, and
nuisance plant species. State and federal land managers should provide flexibility and
work with permittees to achieve this as a control method when deemed appropriate for
management of a target species.
4. Support cooperative weed and pest management areas for collaborative weed and pest
management planning between agencies, local government, and private owners.
5. Federal monitoring efforts should be utilized to accurately identify the extent of noxious
weed infestations, and the identification of dispersal mechanisms where possible.
6. Federal agencies should support the control, prevention, and management of aquatic
nuisance species (i.e., zebra mussels, quagga mussels) and other invasive species on all
waters within Albany County.
7. Support the use of aerial devices (i.e., drones, fixed wing, helicopters, and other aircraft)
for weed monitoring and control where feasible.
8. Support herbicide use in wilderness areas and wilderness study areas where and when
appropriate.
9. Promote early detection and rapid response of new invasive species in Albany County.
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CHAPTER 12: TOURISM, RECREATION, & CULTURAL RESOURCES
12.1 TOURISM AND RECREATION
12.1.1 Introduction
Primarily due to the area’s diverse topography, tourism and recreation on public lands are among
the major contributors to Albany County’s customs, culture, and economy. This substantial
contribution is linked directly to the quality of the county’s public lands – clean air and water,
healthy ranges and forests, vibrant fisheries and wildlife populations, and a built infrastructure.
As with all of the public land resources important to county residents, the demands of tourism
and recreation require a balanced approach of roads, parking lots, and established trails on one
hand and less developed areas and solitude on the other.
Tourism, including sporting goods stores, outfitters, guides, lodging tax revenues, meat
processors, taxidermists, bed and breakfasts, motels, dude ranches, off road vehicle dealers, and
air service are just some of the examples of the reliance so many Albany County entities have on
continued quality outdoor recreation. Many user groups pay for the management of the resource
through the purchase of licenses, equipment, fees, and donations. Protecting user days and
recreational opportunities for commercial and non-commercial recreationists is important for all
within the county.

12.1.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Tourism is important to the local economy, as is hunting and fishing. Hunting occurs for species
such as elk, mule deer, pronghorn, moose, trapping of fur bearers, and small game. Fishing occurs
on most if not all the rivers, streams, and lakes within the county in some form. Many public
access areas have been developed on private lands, in partnership with the WGFD, to provide
people with the opportunity to fish the river.
Camping is also a popular activity within the county particularly during the spring, summer, and
fall months. There are numerous campgrounds in Albany County managed by federal agencies.
Dispersed camping is also very popular. However, without any registration, it is difficult to
quantify the benefits or impacts of dispersed camping in the county.
There are many other popular recreational activities within the county including horseback
riding, snowmobiling, ATV-ing, snow and mountain biking, hiking, outdoor photography, alpine
and Nordic skiing, and rock climbing in areas like Vedauwoo and the Medicine Bow National
Forest.

12.1.3 Tourism and Recreation Resource Management Objectives:
A. Recreational resources within Albany County are managed to promote access and
availability while also protecting other uses important to county residents.
B. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County when decisions could impact recreation
or tourism within the county.
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12.1.4 Tourism and Recreation Priority Statements:
1. The continuation of current outdoor recreation and tourism opportunities and the
feasibility of expanding them should be a part of a balanced resource management plan
for the public lands in Albany County.
2. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County in promoting responsible yearround recreational use, as well as respect for other resource users, including private
property rights, through signage, maps, trail markers, information kiosks, and other
marketing tools.
3. Albany County supports accessibility, maintenance, and development of motorized and
non-motorized trails to facilitate recreation and access to natural resources for residents
and visitors.

12.2 CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES
12.2.1 Introduction
Human activity has occurred within Albany County for approximately 12,000 years. Evidence of
past human activity includes physical remains such as archeological sites and historic remains.
Error! Not a valid bookmark self-reference.

12.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Historic preservation enhances economic and other cultural values and provides the basis for
heritage tourism. The protection of archaeological and historical resources that have intrinsic
value based on their age, heritage, or other definable significance is important to current and
future residents of the county. These resources highlight the unique character of the local setting,
help define a sense of place, and support businesses and tourism.
Historic and Archeological Resources
Many historical and cultural resources are protected by law. Two acts primarily protect these
historic and archeological resources. The Archeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).
The ARPA was passed in 1979 and provides regulations on the management of historic sites on
federal land and the issuance of permits to excavate archeological discoveries.
The NHPA was passed in 1966 and authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to maintain and expand
a National Register of Historic Places. This act established policies for the protection and
preservation of sites (e.g., districts, buildings, structures, and objects) that are placed on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), which is managed by the National Park Service. The
NHPA and companion regulations defined in Executive Order 11593 require federal agencies to
evaluate the effects of proposed actions on ‘historic properties’ that are on or eligible for the
NRHP and follow the regulations set by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) (36
C.F.R. § 800) (National Preservation Institute, 2020).
For listing in the National Register, a property or site typically must be at least 50 years old and
have historic significance within one or more of the following four criteria:
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1) Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history;
2) Association with the lives of persons significant in our past;
3) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction;
or
4) Yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. (Wyoming
SHPO, n.d.)
The Secretary of the Interior has the decision-making authority when deciding whether a site is
listed in the National Register. However, state and local governments can significantly influence
the process. Local governments certified by the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) are
entitled to prepare a report stating whether a site nominated in its jurisdiction is, in its opinion,
eligible for listing in the National Historic Register (see NHPA Section 101(c). The Albany County
Historic Preservation Board is the certified entity in the county.
Perhaps most influential on federal actions, Section 106 of the NHPA grants legal status to historic
preservation in federal planning, decision making, and project execution. Section 106 applies
when two thresholds are met:
1) There is a federal or federally licensed action, including grants, licenses, and permits;
and
2) That action has the potential to affect properties listed in or eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places.
Section 106 requires all federal agencies to consider the effects of their actions on historic
properties. The responsible federal agency must consult with appropriate state and local officials,
Indigenous tribes, applicants for federal assistance, and members of the public to consider their
views and concerns about historic preservation issues when making final project decisions.
Although all agencies must follow the NHPA when it has a degree of control over a project, the
NHPA does not impose general obligations on federal agencies to affirmatively protect
preservation interests. Waterford Citizens’ Ass’n v. Reilly, 970 F.2d 1287, 1291 (4th Cir. 1992).
Rather, the NHPA only requires that federal agencies keep the Advisory Council informed of the
effect of federal undertakings and allow the State Historic Preservation Office and the Council to
make suggestions to mitigate adverse impacts on the historic sites under its protection. Id. In
turn, the NHPA ultimately was created to discourage federal agencies from “ignoring
preservation values in projects they initiate, approve funds for, or otherwise control.”
Effects are resolved by mutual agreement, usually among the affected state’s SHPO and any
other involved parties. The Albany County Historic Preservation Board may participate in
controversial or precedent-setting situations.
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In 2014 the NHPA was amended, and the codified law was moved from Title 16 to Title 54 and
retitled the Historic Preservation Act. However, the substance of the act remained the same,
including the listing criteria for placement of sites in the National Historic Register and the
requirements under Section 106.
Currently, Albany County has 39 sites listed in the National Register under the Wyoming State
Historic Preservation Office (Wyoming SHPO, n.d.). The site list and additional information about
each historical site can be found here.
Paleontological Resources
Paleontology is part of Albany County history, and fossils and other paleontological resources can
be found in many places throughout the county. Como Bluff is a coveted area known for the
extensive fossil remains found there.
The Paleontological Resource Preservation Act (PRPA) was enacted in 2009, directing multiple
federal agencies to establish comprehensive management plans for paleontological resources.
PRPA applies to USFS, BLM, BOR, NPS, and USFWS. For information concerning each agency’s
plan regarding paleontological resources refer to their websites below. (Bureau of Land
Management, 2016b; National Park Service, 2020)
• Forest Service Fossils and Paleontology
• Bureau of Reclamation Fossil Resources
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Historic Preservation
• BLM Paleontology
• National Park Service, Fossils and Paleontology

12.2.3 Cultural, Historical, and Paleontological Resource Management
Objectives:
A. Significant cultural, historical, and paleontological resources are preserved and protected
for current and future public education and enjoyment in Albany County.
B. Albany County is coordinated with whenever there are significant cultural, historical, or
paleontological artifacts found or designated on federal lands.

12.2.4 Cultural, Historical, and Paleontological Priority Statements:
1. When making management decisions, federal agencies should seek to balance the
preservation of important cultural, historical, and paleontological resources with other
public land uses that may be in conflict.
2. Whenever possible, significant cultural, historical, or paleontological discoveries found on
federal lands within Albany County should remain in the county.
3. Public land agencies should promote cultural, historical, and paleontological resources
located on public lands that have played a significant role in creating Albany County with
educational material, signage, and information kiosks where appropriate.
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4. Federal agencies and the State Historic Preservation Office should coordinate
management decisions regarding cultural resources with the county, including the Albany
County Historic Preservation Board.
5. When developing management strategies to prevent potential adverse effects to
significant cultural resources, federal agencies should first attempt to achieve those
objectives through avoidance and confidentiality of location before other protections are
considered.
6. Albany County encourages the maintenance of the physical integrity of significant cultural
resources.
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CHAPTER 13: TRANSPORTATION
13.1 INTRODUCTION
Wyoming is often described as one large town with long streets. Albany County certainly fits that
description as residents have historically relied upon roads to travel long distances for work and
recreation. That includes accessing and traversing across federal public lands, whether by car,
truck, horse, all-terrain vehicle, snowmobile, cross-country skis, mountain bike, or just simply
walking. A well-planned system of roads and trails has always been and continues to be crucial
to Albany County residents who work and recreate on federal public lands, as well as for those
who visit the area. It is important to the County’s economy and culture that these roads and
trails be maintained where they serve public needs and equally important that federal agencies
remove those that offer little benefit and adversely affect valuable resources, such as wildlife,
vegetation, and streams.

13.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Access to and across public lands, whether by road or trail, is critical to the use, management,
development, and enjoyment of those lands and adjoining state and private lands. Albany County
itself relies on access to federal lands to fulfill its statutory mandate to protect the health, safety,
and general welfare of the people within its jurisdiction including, but not limited to, fire
protection, search and rescue, flood control, law enforcement, economic development,
recreational enjoyment, and the maintenance of county improvements.
Within Albany County, there is a significant amount of area where land ownership is intermingled
between two or more owners (often public land and private land) that results in a checkerboard
pattern (often called checkerboard lands). Much of the checkerboarding occurred in the West
due to railroad land grants in the 1860s and 1870s that granted the railroads every other section
along a rail corridor (the railroads were given the odd-numbered plots and the federal
government kept the even-numbered plots). This was the case for Albany County as the Union
Pacific Railroad was built. Over time, many of these railroad sections have been sold to other
private landowners.
Checkerboard land can pose challenges to access and ecological management, and cause
unintended consequences to private, state, and public lands when management decisions are
made. This landscape pattern can also lead to landlocked parcels for both public and private
lands, as a parcel can be surrounded by other land ownerships. .

Federal Agencies
Congress, as the constitutional manager of the federal lands, has made it clear through natural
resource statutes that the public must have use of and access to the federal lands. It is vital to
the county’s interests and performance of duties that access to the federal lands continue.
The BLM and USFS both have specific legal provisions they must follow when considering the
building of new roads and trails as well as the closure of existing ones. For example, the Taylor
Grazing Act provides for the establishment, maintenance, and use of stock driveways within
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established grazing districts (43 U.S.C. § 316). The National Trails Systems Act defines the
standards and methods by which additional trails may be added to the system including scenic,
historic, and recreational trails. NEPA requires federal projects and land use decisions, including
opening and closing of roads, to go through an environmental review process. The Wilderness
Act of 1964 prohibits motor vehicles in wilderness areas except in emergency situations or when
there is a possible management need.
Bureau of Land Management
BLM land is enjoyed by the public for numerous activities. The BLM must follow various federal
laws regarding the management of transportation and travel on public lands. FLPMA is the BLM’s
governing document outlining the management responsibilities of the BLM to balance public
access and multiple-uses with the protection and preservation of the quality of the lands and its
resources (FLPMA, 1976). The National Trails Systems Act defines the standards and methods by
which additional trails may be added to the system including scenic, historic, and recreational
trails. The BLM is required to coordinate “inventory” with the county (43 U.S.C. § 1712) (FLPMA,
1976).
United States Forest Service
The Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act (MUSYA) authorizes and directs the Secretary of Agriculture
to manage the surface of USFS lands for multiple-use and sustained-yield (16 U.S.C. § 529). Those
surface uses include, but are not limited to, agriculture (farming, irrigation, livestock grazing),
recreation (motorized and non-motorized transport and activities, such as hunting, fishing, water
and land sports, hiking, etc.), industry (timbering), wildlife, intangible values (historical and
cultural sites, access to open space, aesthetic values, conservation), and weed, pest, and predator
control (16 U.S.C. § 528).
The Federal Roads and Trails Act of 1964 (FRTA) recognizes the importance of an adequate road
and trail system in the national forests to achieve the purposes of the MUSYA (16 U.S.C. § 532).
The FRTA, therefore, authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to provide for the acquisition,
construction, and maintenance of forest development roads within and near the national forests
and other lands administered by the USFS in locations and according to specifications which will
permit maximum economy in harvesting timber from USFS lands. However, the USFS must still
meet the requirements for protection, development, management, and utilization of the
resources in its jurisdiction (16 U.S.C. § 535).
The USFS is directed to coordinate the preparation of Travel Management Plans with the county
(36 C.F.R. § 212).
“The responsible official shall coordinate with appropriate Federal, State, county, and other
local governmental entities and tribal governments when designating National Forest System
roads, National Forest System trails, and areas on National Forest System lands pursuant to
this subpart” (36 C.F.R. § 212.53).
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“Designations of National Forest System roads, National Forest System trails, and areas on
National Forest System lands pursuant to § 212.51 may be revised as needed to meet
changing conditions. Revisions of designations shall be made in accordance with the
requirements for public involvement in § 212.52, the requirements for coordination with
governmental entities in § 212.53, and the criteria in § 212.55” (36 C.F.R. § 212.54).
Federal Highway Administration
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is an agency within the U.S. Department of
Transportation and was created in 1966.
“The mission of FHWA is to enable and empower the strengthening of a world-class highway
system that promotes safety, mobility, and economic growth, while enhancing the quality of
life of all Americans” (Office of Federal Lands Highway, 2018).
Under this mission, the FHWA directly and indirectly provides resources and assistance to
municipalities across the nation. Indirectly, the FHWA provides valuable research and design
guidance on numerous topics to push the industry towards a safer, efficient, and wholistic
network. Directly, the FHWA provides grants to the local Department of Transportation divisions
to facilitate project design and construction based upon merit. These grants are distributed
through the Federal Highway Aid Program.
Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) annually works directly with the FHA programs
to help secure funding. Through the Federal Lands Access Program alone, Wyoming has secured
$73.3 million spread across 16 projects from 2013 to 2022. The FHA programs directly affect
Albany County specifically related to aquifer protection and highway projects within the county.
Revised Statue 2477 (R.S. 2477)
Revised statute 2477 (R.S. 2477) provided that “the right of way for the construction of highways
over public lands, not reserved for public uses, is hereby granted.” Congress enacted a grant of
rights-of-way over unreserved public lands for the construction of highways. The grant was
originally Section 8 of the Mining Act of 1866, which became section 2477 of the Revised Statutes.
The grant was self-executing and an R.S. 2477 right-of-way comes into existence automatically
when the requisite elements are met (Shultz v. Dep’t of Army, 10 F.3d 649, 655 (9th Cir. 1993)).
R.S. 2477 was repealed with the passage of FLPMA in 1976 (43 U.S.C. § 1701 et seq.) Even though
FLPMA repealed R.S. 2477, FLPMA explicitly preserved any rights-of-way that existed before
October 21, 1976, stating that nothing “in this subchapter shall have the effect of terminating
any right-of-way or right-of-use heretofore issued, granted, or permitted.” (43 U.S.C. § 1769(a);
see also, 43 U.S.C. § 1701, Savings Provision (a) and (h)).

13.3 TRANSPORTATION AND LAND ACCESS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
OBJECTIVES:
A. Federal land managing agencies coordinate with Albany County on all road, trail, and
other access decisions.
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B. Road and trail management decisions on federal lands emphasize public access to public
lands, enhance transportation across federal lands for a variety of purposes, protect
valuable and sensitive resources, and safeguard neighboring private property rights.

13.4 TRANSPORTATION AND LAND ACCESS PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Federal agencies should continue to maintain currently authorized trails, rights-of-ways,
and roads unless their temporary or permanent closure is necessary due to public safety
and health demands or for the protection of sensitive environmental resources.
2. Road closures of any length should occur only after proper analysis and disclosure and in
coordination with Albany County.
3. All formally established public roads, trails and rights-of-ways should be considered valid
transportation routes unless formally decommissioned.
4. Access to and/or across federal lands within Albany County should not encumber or
restrict private property rights.
5. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County on any proposed road closures.
6. Seasonally closed roads and trails should be available for emergency personnel and law
enforcement whenever possible.
7. Unauthorized or temporary roads should be closed unless an agency analysis indicates
they are beneficial.
8. Access to all water related facilities such as dams, reservoirs, delivery systems, monitoring
facilities, livestock water and handling facilities should be maintained.
9. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County to determine responsibility for
maintenance of all routes, roads, and trails.
10. Federal land managers should properly and proactively manage landslides and other
natural disasters near roads to prevent or minimize new movement, especially where
landslides could disrupt public transportation or threaten public safety.
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CHAPTER 14: WATER RESOURCES
14.1 WATER RESOURCES OVERVIEW
14.1.1 Introduction
Water in the arid west is liquid gold. Almost any activity in the region must include the means of
accessing water. Given that the federal public lands in Albany County play an important role in
supporting the varied economic and social needs of the residents, the demand for water on those
lands will likewise be diverse. Consequently, the area’s river, streams, lakes, reservoirs,
diversions, flood plains, and wetlands provide water for municipal, business, agricultural,
domestic, recreational, and biodiversity uses important to the residents’ quality of life. Because
these many uses have been recognized through processes established under Wyoming water
law, discussions about who can use the water and under what conditions will more often involve
a state rather than federal agency. However, the USFS and BLM still play a role in how water is
managed and used in Albany County. The connection between ground water and surface water
is recognized as the importance of ephemeral waterways and riparian areas.

14.1.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Albany County's watersheds are diverse and dynamic. They host a variety of vegetation and
topography, including uplands, floodplains, wetlands, channels, springs, lakes, and reservoirs.
These watersheds continue to evolve under the influence of climate, floods, landslides, erosion,
and human land use. Healthy watersheds contain forests that are in good health; have minimal
invasive weed infestations; nurture functioning riparian areas, rangelands and forests with a
variety of vegetation; and support agricultural and urban developments. They also provide
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors, serve cultural needs, and provide habitat for
native plants, wildlife, and fisheries.
Albany County contains portions of several sub-watersheds. Catchment areas draining into the
North Platte River dominate the county and include the Upper Laramie River, Lower Laramie
River, Little Laramie River, Medicine Bow River, Little Medicine Bow River, Rock Creek, and Horse
Creek. The headwaters of the catchments in the southeastern portion of the county (Upper
Lodgepole Creek, Crow Creek, and Lone Tree–Owl Creeks) drain into the South Platte River (ACCP,
2008). Dale Creek and tributaries drain to the Cache La Poudre. The county enjoys an ample
supply of excellent quality water under current climate conditions and current use scenarios. The
county also enjoys a moderate quantity of water, however as drought conditions exist this
becomes more and more of a concern as water is allocated both within the county, state, and
out of state.
The health of Albany County's watersheds directly affects the current and future availability of
quality water resources and water-dependent natural resources, as well as the ability of
watershed management to adapt to climate variability, such as periods of drought or high rainfall,
reduction of precipitation in the form of snow, and rain-on-snow events. A successful
management strategy for Albany County's watersheds must consider how the various watershed
components and uses interrelate and influence each other from ridgeline to stream, and across
adjacent watersheds.
95 | P a g e
Chapter 14: Water Resources

14.1.3 Water Overview Resource Management Objective:
A. The quantity and quality of Albany County’s water resources are protected so that existing
and future uses are preserved.
B. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County regarding water resources use and
development within the county.

14.1.4 Water Overview Priority Statements:
1. When applicable, federal agencies should encourage and allow surface water and
groundwater users to improve water quality, quantity, and use efficiency .
2. When reviewing existing uses of and proposed projects on public lands, federal agencies
should collaborate with Albany County in assessing the impact of these activities on water
resources and existing users.
3. In collaboration with Albany County, federal agencies should engage in proactive planning
to improve the use and quality of ground and surface water.
4. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County in assessing the likely impacts of
climate change on water quantity, quality, and use in the county and how water resources
may be employed to offset some of the effects of climate change.
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Figure 22. Watershed boundaries within Albany County (WWDC, 2018).
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14.2 WATER RIGHTS
14.2.1 Introduction
Since statehood, Wyoming has asserted ownership of the waters within the state and has had
jurisdiction over determining water rights. As a result, the federal government’s role in this
regard is quite limited and confined to federally reserved lands such as Indian reservations, water
development projects, and interstate compacts. Nearly all the first water right permits issued in
Albany County were for irrigation, livestock watering, and domestic use in the cabins and homes
of those ranchers and farmers. Today, livestock operations continue to have some of the oldest
water rights in the county, but municipal and recreational water rights have increased over time.
Water devoted to fish, wildlife, and biodiversity, known as instream flow, is also important to
county residents. Future water-use planning needs to consider that paper water rights may
exceed physically available water quantity and implement feasible water retention and
conservation efforts.

14.2.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Wyoming water laws and statutes are governed by Article 8 of the Wyoming Constitution and
Title 41 (Wyo. Stat. § 41-1-101 et. sec. and WY CONST Art. 8). By Wyoming law, all surface and
groundwater belong to the State of Wyoming (WY CONST Art. 8). The Wyoming State Engineers
Office (WSEO) is responsible for management of these waters and protecting existing water
rights and resources. Wyoming is a Prior Appropriation Doctrine state, meaning that water rights
are established by actual use of the water, and maintained by continued use and need (Wyo.
Stat. § 41-3-101). Wyoming prioritizes water uses as “preferred uses” and all other uses
Preferred uses include “rights for domestic and transportation purposes, steam power plants,
and industrial purposes.” Preferred uses have the right of condemnation against all other water
uses and those lesser preferred uses. Wyoming ranks uses in the following order: (1) water for
drinking purposes for both man and beast; (2) water for municipal purposes; (3) water for the
use of steam engines and for general railway use, water for culinary, laundry, bathing,
refrigerating (including the manufacture of ice), for steam and hot water heating plants, and
steam power plants; and (4) industrial purposes. (Wyo. Stat. § 41-3-102).
In Wyoming, a water right is a right to use the water of the State of Wyoming, when such use has
been acquired by the beneficial application of water under the laws of the state relating thereto,
and in conformity with the rules and regulations dependent thereon. Beneficial use shall be the
basis, the measure, and limit of the right to always use water. Thus, in Wyoming, a person must
(1) obtain a permit; (2) demonstrate a beneficial use; and (3) use the water in conformity with
the permit to have a valid water right (Wyo. Stat. § 41-3-101).
Instream Flow
Instream refers to water flowing in streams. An instream flow water right refers to the legal
means to protect water in streams for the benefit of fish based on the same laws used for other
kinds of water rights. In 1986, legislation was passed that managed water in stream channels for
fish as had been allowed for uses of water out of the stream. Wyoming Statute §§ 41-3-1001 to
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41-3-1014 identifies instream flow as a beneficial use of water and requires the Wyoming Game
and Fish Commission to identify opportunities to protect or restore flows.
The WGFD has filed instream flow water rights on several waters within Albany County. Those
stream segments that have been filed for in Albany County can be found on the map provided
here along with additional information.

14.2.3 Water Rights Resource Management Objectives:
A. Existing water rights are protected within Albany County.
B. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County whenever a management decision or
regulation would affect quantity and quality of existing water rights.

14.2.4 Water Rights Priority Statements:
1. Albany County supports Wyoming State water law as the legal basis for all water use
within Albany County.
2. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County if they plan to apply for instream flow permits.
3. Albany County supports collaborative processes between water rights holders to
improve the efficiency of water use and federal agencies should participate in these
processes when applicable.

14.3 IRRIGATION AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
14.3.1 Introduction
Only 15% of the State of Wyoming has a positive water balance, where the average annual
precipitation exceeds the annual evapotranspiration. This climatic characteristic of the state has
driven the need for and development of irrigation infrastructure over the years to support
agriculture and municipalities. Over the past few decades, Albany County residents have
increasingly expressed an appreciation for and an understanding of the importance of
maintaining the integrity of rivers and streams for the benefit of pastures, livestock, wetlands,
fisheries, and wildlife.

14.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Within Albany County there are four major water districts: Centennial, South of Laramie, Seven
Mile, and Nine Mile (Albany County, n.d.). The 2017 Agriculture Census listed 109,508 acres of
the county as irrigated (NASS, 2017). The Hattie Irrigation District and Wheatland Irrigation
District lie within Albany County.
According to the USGS Water Resources Report, irrigation influences the flow rates and timing of
both perennial and ephemeral streams in the county. Return-flow from irrigation can maintain
flows for longer periods in naturally ephemeral streams. During non-irrigation seasons both
perennial and ephemeral streams in irrigated areas can experience low flows or no flow at all.
The use of reservoirs for retaining irrigation water can lower peak flow rates in systems
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downstream. This water retention can also extend how long spring and early summer runoff is
held in the system before being released downstream. This can extend the season prior to low
flow and increase low flow rates during the non-irrigation season for downstream systems.
(Plafcan et al., 1993). Conversely, some diversion structures, particularly those built decades ago,
can adversely affect aquatic systems and fish habitat, as well as erode stream banks and alter
stream flows over time. Effective planning and advances in the design of diversion structures can
maximize benefits to irrigators while maintaining the health of streams.
Additional information regarding irrigation acres, conveyance, and capacity can be found in the
Wyoming Water Development Commission Irrigation Survey System Reports (Wyoming Water
Development Office, 2019).

14.3.3 Irrigation and Related Infrastructure Resource Management Objectives:
A. Irrigation and water systems are developed and managed to ensure future access to
irrigated and diverted water and to promote the long-term health of streams and rivers.
B. Current irrigation rights-of-way are protected.
C. Federal agencies’ management actions affecting water or water systems are developed
in coordination with Albany County.

14.3.4 Irrigation and Related Infrastructure Priority Statements:
1. Support the development, improvement, maintenance, and continued use of efficient
irrigation methods and related infrastructure within Albany County.
2. Work with appropriate partners and agencies to promote the efficient delivery and use
of diverted water to maintain quality, improve quantities, and protect historic uses.
3. Support the development of downstream and off stream storage facilities that would
allow excess spring runoff to be captured and used later in the growing season-, provided
that the ecological benefits of the river or stream for fisheries, wildlife, and wetlands are
maintained.
4. Irrigation ditch right-of-ways through federal lands should be continued and protected
provided that associated water rights are maintained.
5. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County and affected water rights users
if they intend to enact rules, regulations, or management decisions that may interfere or
affect irrigation ditch right-of-ways.
6. In coordination with Albany County and users, federal agencies should upgrade irrigation
and other diversion structures, where appropriate, to promote water use, enhance fish
passage, reduce stream bed erosion, and preserve or expand wetlands.
7. Federal agencies should support water conservation infrastructure to allow for increased
use of water.
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14.4 DAMS AND RESERVOIRS
14.4.1 Introduction
Dams and reservoirs are located across Albany County and are used for various functions within
and outside the county, including storage for irrigation, recreation, industrial, municipal, flood
control, and fish propagation. Maintaining these dams and reservoirs is important for sustaining
these uses. Natural dams, such as beaver dams, also play an important role in water retention,
wildlife habitat, livestock forage areas, and fish/amphibian habitat.

14.4.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Major reservoirs are defined by the Wyoming Water Development Commission as those
reservoirs with equal to or greater storage capacity of 500-acre feet. Within Albany County, the
major reservoirs are Wheatland No. 2 (93,934 acre-feet storage), Wheatland No. 3 (71,318 acrefeet storage), and Lake Hattie. Lake Hattie Reservoir has a storage capacity of 65,260 acre-feet
and is permitted for irrigation, municipal, industrial, fisheries, flood control, and power uses
(WWDC, 2006). Other important reservoirs within Albany County include Twin Buttes, Meeboer
Lake, Berg Reservoir (Lake Owen), Rob Roy, and Sodergreen Lake.
In examining proposals for expanded or new dams and reservoirs on public lands in the county,
federal agencies should conduct a cost-benefit analysis of the expected public expense compared
to the private and public economic returns, in addition to the NEPA study that will detail the
environmental and social issues. The agencies should consult with the county about the extent
of these studies and their findings.

14.4.3 Dams and Reservoirs Resource Management Objectives:
A. The integrity and safety of all dams and reservoirs within Albany County are preserved to
maintain their current uses and protect public health.
B. New or expanded dams and reservoirs should be pursued in coordination with Albany
County.

14.4.4 Dams and Reservoirs Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County before finalizing any proposed
changes to reservoir or dam uses that are different from the original design.
2. Albany County supports the promotion of recreational opportunities on public
reservoirs within the county.
3. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County whenever new or changes to
existing dams and reservoirs are being proposed.

14.5 WATER QUALITY
14.5.1 Introduction
Since the founding of the county, water quality has been important to the health, safety, and
wellbeing of residents. Settlers moved into the area partially due to the clean water that was
available for homesteads and livestock. Many communities’ municipal waters have been sourced
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from surface and groundwater including the Casper Aquifer. As the often-contentious discussions
about preserving the aquifer have indicated, water quality remains a high priority for county
residents. Surface water and groundwater are reservoirs that can feed into each other. While
surface water can seep underground to become groundwater, groundwater can resurface on
land as springs to replenish surface water (National Geographic Society, 2019).

14.5.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
The EPA and WDEQ establish, administer, and monitor standards, policies, rules, and regulations
for ground and surface water quality. Albany County is in the southeast WDEQ District and EPA
Region 8. Albany County and the City of Laramie also administer regulations to protect the Casper
Aquifer.
Clean Water Act
The Clean Water Act (CWA) is the federal regulatory mechanism that regulates surface water
quality and, in some cases, groundwater quality. The CWA gives the EPA and U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) regulatory jurisdiction over all “navigable waters” also known as “Waters of
the United States or WOTUS.” The CWA makes it illegal to discharge a pollutant from a point
source into a navigable water unless a permit is obtained. The definitions surrounding what a
“navigable water”, or WOTUS has been of controversy in the past several years and there is still
some uncertainty as to what bodies of water constitute as WOTUS and what qualifies as a “point
source.”
Surface and Ground Water Quality
Surface water and groundwater interactions that result in a single integrated resource have long
been acknowledged in the scientific community. The interaction between groundwater and
surface water affects stream discharge, water quality, geomorphic evolution, and ecosystem
services (Sophocleous, 2010). Anthropogenic influences on this interaction include land-use
modifications that affect recharge rates, groundwater pumping, and depletion to streamflow.
For example, over-appropriation of streams can reduce the groundwater levels, and conversely
extraction of groundwater often depletes streamflow. However, statutory and legal frameworks
often designated surface water and groundwater as separate water resources (Sophocleous et
al., 1995; Winter et al., 1998; Hoffman and Zellmer, 2013). Inability to integrate both water
resources as a single resource into one management framework often causes negative
implications such as reduction in streamflow, aquifer drawdown, water conflicts between users,
insufficient environmental flows, and water quality degradation.
Surface Water
Wyoming surface water quality standards (WDEQ, Water Quality Rules and Regulations, Chapter
1) are developed in conjunction with the CWA and the Wyoming Environmental Quality Act
(WEQA). These standards include water quality criteria, antidegradation provisions, and
designated surface water uses (WDEQ, 2018a). Policies for antidegradation were last updated in
September 2013 and Surface Water Quality Standards were last updated in April 2018 and are
reviewed triennially as per the requirements of the CWA (WDEQ, n.d.-b).
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Surface water designated uses are assigned to Wyoming’s surface waters through a hierarchical
classification system. The uses that are protected on Wyoming waters include agriculture,
fisheries, aquatic life other than fish, industry, drinking water, fish consumption, recreation,
scenic value, and wildlife (Wyoming Water Quality Division, 2020). Designated uses assigned to
surface waters and site-specific water quality criteria are revised on an ongoing basis. Changes
to designated uses and site-specific criteria are based on a scientific evaluation, known as a use
attainability analysis (UAA), considers public input, and is finalized through a formal
determination by the Administrator of the WDEQ Water Quality Division (WQD) or formal
adoption in Chapter 1. The UAA can be found here. Recreational designated uses have a
Categorial UAA for recreation to identify low flow channels in the state where swimming or
similar water contact activities are not attainable. The final determinations for recreation
designated use changes were made final on September 1, 2016 (WDEQ, n.d.-b).
Groundwater Quality
Groundwater withdrawals can lead to a reduction in streamflow, affecting both human uses and
ecosystems. The first clear articulation of the effects of groundwater pumping on surface water
was by the well-known USGS hydrologist C.V. Theis. In a paper published in 1940 entitled "The
Source of Water Derived from Wells," Theis pointed out that pumped groundwater initially
comes from reductions in aquifer storage. As pumping continues, the effects of groundwater
withdrawals can spread to distant connected streams, lakes, and wetlands through decreased
rates of discharge from the aquifer to these surface-water systems. In some settings, increased
rates of aquifer recharge also occur in response to pumping, including recharge from the
connected surface-water features. Associated with this decrease in groundwater discharge to
surface waters is an increased rate of aquifer recharge. Pumping-induced increased inflow to and
decreased outflow from an aquifer is now called "streamflow depletion" or "capture."
Groundwater discharge is a significant component of streamflow, with groundwater contributing
as much as 90% of annual streamflow volume in some parts of the country. In order to effectively
manage the entire water resource for multiple competing uses, hydrologists and resource
managers must understand the effects (magnitude, timing, and locations) of groundwater
pumping on rivers, streams, springs, wetlands, and groundwater-dependent vegetation.
Water Quality Division Groundwater Program
The WQD Groundwater Program works to protect and preserve Wyoming’s groundwater by
permitting facilities to prevent contamination, investigating, and cleaning up known releases.
The WQD Groundwater Pollution Control (GPC) Program tracks potential impacts to Wyoming’s
groundwater through evaluation of activities permitted at federal, state, and local levels. The
GPC Program assists federal agencies with the NEPA process on large projects. This program
assists private landowners with suspected contamination of their wells. The GPC Program
evaluates the adequacy of water supply sources and wastewater collection and treatment
facilities during subdivision applications to prevent groundwater impacts (WDEQ, n.d.-a).
The Supreme Court recently opined that groundwater can be a point source to transfer pollutants
to Waters of the United States when the groundwater is a “functional equivalent of a direct
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discharge...” (county of Maui, Hawaii v. Hawaii Wildlife Fund, 140 d. 1462, 1468 (2020)). To
determine whether groundwater is a functional equivalent of a direct discharge, the Supreme
Court clarified that “distance and time” to surface water are major factors in determining if a
CWA permit is required for any groundwater discharges. Thus, there can be some circumstances
in which some groundwater discharges may require CWA permitting.
Impaired Waters
The CWA requires each state to submit a report to the EPA every two years that describes the
status of its surface and ground waters. This report is known as the 305(b) Report, which includes
an assessment of existing water quality in the state and an overview of past and proposed water
pollution abatement efforts. Each state is also required under Section 303(d) of the CWA and 40
CFR part 130 to submit a Section 303(d) report which is a list of waters that are not attaining
water quality standards and are not expected to meet state water quality standards even after
application of technology-based controls for point sources or other control requirements, such
as BMPs for nonpoint sources of pollution. The 303(d) list is a subset of all the impaired waters
listed in the comprehensive 305(b) report. Section 303(d) also requires that states develop a total
maximum daily load (TMDL) for all waters on the 303(d) list. Waters must be prioritized for TMDL
development based on the severity of each listing. Each state must submit a 303(d) list to EPA by
April 1st of each even numbered year, which then EPA reviews and approves or disapproves the
303(d) list within 30 days of submittal (WDEQ, n.d.-c). The most current 305(b) and 303(d) reports
can be found here.
Casper Aquifer Protection Plan
The Casper Aquifer is an extremely important water supply to Albany County and supplies
approximately 60% of the City of Laramie’s drinking water and 100% of drinking water to those
that fall within the Casper Aquifer recharge area. The Casper Aquifer Protection Plan is an aquifer
protection program for the City of Laramie and Albany County that’s purpose is to protect the
recharge of the Casper Aquifer in a localized area near municipal wellheads. The most current
Laramie plans can be found here, and the most current Albany County plans can be found here.
A map of the Casper Aquifer can be found here.

14.5.3 Water Quality Resource Management Objectives:
A. Maintaining and improving water quality is a priority for the county.
B. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County on all proposed and current activities
that may affect surface water and groundwater quality.
C. Federal agencies must require permittees to use best management practices for water
quality protection.

14.5.4 Water Quality Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should be consistent as to which federal regulations they will follow in
protecting water quality.
2. Federal agencies should create watershed best management practices (BMPs) to mitigate
water pollution caused by heavy erosion and sedimentation from public lands under their
management, and to work with local conservation districts in accomplishing these BMPs.
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3. Albany County opposes any action, lack of action, or permitted use that results in a
significant or long-term decrease in water quality or quantity in the county.
4. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County on projects that involve tapping
into subsurface water supplies.
5. Federal agencies should support projects that improve water quality and increase the
amount of dependability of the water supply.
6. Federal agencies should assist in protecting watersheds with respect to water quality
with the assurance that water yield will not be decreased but improved.
7. Properly managed uses that can positively impact water quality should be supported.
8. Albany County should be consulted regarding federal land management decisions that
potentially impact water quality, yields and timing of those yields.
9. Albany County should be coordinated with to ensure that management of watersheds,
including municipal watersheds, meets the many needs of residents and promotes
healthy forests and rangelands.
10. Roads, bridges, culverts, cut slopes, fill slopes, and artificial surfaces should be
constructed and managed to minimize water concentration, erosion, and delivery of
polluted water and sediment to streams.
11. Water quality plans and/or data undertaken by or on behalf of a federal agency should
be coordinated with Albany County and/or the Conservation Districts.

14.6 FLOOD PLAINS
14.6.1 Introduction
Flooding and floodplain management are important to the safety, economy, and ecological
health of Albany County. Flooding is a significant natural hazard within the state of Wyoming and
can cause significant damage. From 1905 to present, there have been approximately $126.7
million in damages across the state from flood damage (University of Wyoming, n.d.). Between
1960 and 2015, Albany County experienced seven flood events which incurred $125,000 in crop
damage and $184,364 in property damage. Albany County is categorized as ‘High Risk’ for
flooding in the Wyoming State Mitigation Plan (Wyoming Office of Homeland Security, n.d.)

14.6.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Two municipalities within Albany County participate in the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). At the time this document was written, Albany County and the municipalities of Rock River
and Laramie are participating in the NFIP (FEMA, 2020). Communities that participate in NFIP,
and implement the floodplain management regulations, are eligible for the FEMA Community
Assistance Program – State Support Services (CAP-SSE) (FEMA, n.d.-a). The CAP-SSE provides
support and funding for strategic planning, ordinance assistance, technical assistance, mapping
coordination, state program and agency coordination assistance, and general outreach and
training (FEMA, n.d.-a). Where CAP-SSE provides general preparedness funding, planning, and
management, the Risk Mapping and Assessment Planning (Risk MAP) projects develop high
105 | P a g e
14.6 Flood Plains

quality maps and data to assess the factors contributing to increased risk of flooding in an area,
and then develops plans to reduce risk (FEMA, n.d.-c). For more information on flood hazard
mapping within Albany County refer to FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) viewer
(FEMA, n.d.-b).
The Executive Order 11988-Floodplain management, signed in 1977, was implemented to avoid,
to the extent possible, the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy
and modification of floodplains and to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development
wherever there is a practicable alternative. Further information on this Executive Order can be
found here.

14.6.3 Flood Plains Resource Management Objective:
A. Flood plains are managed proactively in coordination with Albany County to ensure the
health, safety, and welfare of all residents within Albany County.

14.6.4 Flood Plains Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should support projects and encourage policies which manage storm
water, run-off, and flooding on public lands.
2. Albany County shall be notified where potential flooding and storm water run-off could
impact the county, and on projects that could reduce or change the risk and impact of
flooding in the county.
3. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County when designating federal flood
plains.
4. Emergency response regarding flooding should be coordinated with the Albany County
Emergency Response Coordinator.

14.7 RIVERS AND STREAMS
14.7.1 Introduction
Rivers and streams are important surface water resources for Albany County. The headwaters of
numerous streams and rivers are found in Albany County. The county’s surface water quality and
health are integral to supporting the many uses of our public lands.

14.7.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
The major perennial river present within Albany County is the Laramie River. Most of the streams
and creeks throughout the county feed into the Laramie River system. Refer to Figure 23 for a
map of the major rivers and tributaries in Albany County (National Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
n.d.-b).
Laramie River System
The Laramie River enters the county near the southwestern corner east of the Medicine BowRoutt National Forest. The river runs in a northeasterly fashion across Albany County. The
Laramie River is joined by Fourmile Creek and Little Laramie River north of Laramie. Both
waterways originate in the Medicine Bow National Forest along the western border of the
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county. The Laramie River continues north through the center of the county where is feeds into
the Wheatland #2 and #3 Reservoirs. The river then continues northeast, exiting the county near
the northeast border, until it joins the North Platte River. There are a few small creeks that join
the Laramie River north of the Wheatland Reservoirs including Bluegrass, Duck, and Cherry
Creeks. The Laramie River system with its associated streams and creeks are an integral water
source for the county and provide important access to irrigation water, especially throughout the
southern tributary creek areas and along the reservoirs.
Interstate Water Compacts
An interstate water compact is an agreement between two or more states that is approved by
those states’ legislators and by the U.S. Congress. An interstate compact that receives the
approval of Congress counts as federal law (Kansas v. Nebraska, 574 U.S. 445, 455 (2015)).
Interstate water decrees are federal court orders allocating the distribution of interstate waters
between two states. Albany County’s water resources are affected by the North Platte Decree
and the Laramie River Decree. Further information on these decrees can be found here for the
North Platte and here for the Laramie River.

14.7.3 Rivers and Streams Resource Management Objective:
A. Federal agencies manage rivers and streams in coordination with Albany County to
maintain water quality and quantity, ecological health, flood control, and established
water rights to support the diverse water needs of county residents.

14.7.4 Rivers and Streams Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County in developing strategies and plans
that improve or maintain the current ecological function of rivers and streams within the
county.
2. Federal agencies should consult with Albany County about new interstate water
compacts, trans-basin diversions, or interstate water transfers that would affect streams
and rivers in the county.
3. Supplying water obligated to fulfill existing interstate water decrees should continue
provided that Albany County needs currently being met are not jeopardized.
4. Albany County should be consulted on use classifications of waters within the county.
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Figure 23.Major hydrology of Albany County.
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14.8 WETLANDS AND RIPARIAN AREAS
14.8.1 Introduction
Riparian and wetland areas only make up 4% of the state, however they support over 80% of
Wyoming’s wildlife (Bureau of Land Management, 2016c). These areas are very important to the
health and quality of watersheds and their ecological function. Riparian areas are characterized
by vegetation that is adapted to the wetter environments along bodies of water and in
seep/spring areas. These areas provide a buffer between open water and upland sites, protecting
stream banks from erosion, maintaining stream channel morphology and water table access,
filtering runoff sediment and nutrients, and improving stream habitat through lowering stream
temperatures and increasing oxygen levels. Wetland areas filter sediment and nutrients,
improving water quality, and play an important role in maintaining habitat. Riparian and wetland
areas play large roles in a stream’s ability to release energy from floods onto surrounding
floodplain areas, greatly reducing flood damage downstream (WDEQ, n.d.-d).

14.8.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Riparian and wetland areas are an integral part of the health and resilience of water resources
within Albany County. There are multiple anthropogenic processes that can harm riparian and
wetland areas. A few examples of activities that can degrade these ecosystems and their ability
to function properly are urban and road development along streams and on floodplains, diversion
of water, improper timber harvest, and improper grazing practices (WDEQ, n.d.-d; WGFD, n.d.b).
There are also multiple processes that if done correctly can have a positive impact on wetlands.
Livestock grazing managed properly and at the right time of year can provide benefits to wetland
areas by thinning vegetation to allow new growth and could be used as a weed treatment option
(Clary et al., 1989; NRCS et al., 2006). Wetlands within Albany County can be found on the
National Wetlands Inventory data map.
The 1977 Executive Order 11990 – Protection of Wetlands was implemented to avoid, to the
extent possible, the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the destruction or
modification of wetlands and to avoid direct or indirect support of new construction in wetlands
wherever there is a practicable alternative. Further information on the Executive Order can be
found here.
The Association of State Wetland Managers maintain resources regarding voluntary wetland
restoration work, wetland programs, and law and policy. Federally, some wetlands are
considered “Waters of the United States” and are protected under the CWA. The definition of
wetlands protected under CWA has been specified further through the Supreme Court rulings in
1985 Riverside Bayview, 2003 SWANCC and 2008 Rapanos (ASWM, n.d.-a, n.d.-b). The EPA and
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) published updated CWA regulations in 2020 which
established that only those wetlands adjacent to non-wetland jurisdictional waters fall under the
CWA (40 C.F.R. § 120.2). These regulations update regularly, and as of the writing of this plan,
those CWA regulations have been vacated by a Federal District Court ruling in Arizona.
109 | P a g e
14.8 Wetlands and Riparian Areas

Monitoring and Management
Federal managing agencies monitor riparian-wetland areas using methods such as proper
functioning condition (PFC), Winward Greenline, Rosgen Stream Classification, Stream Visual
assessment Protocol, Rapid Stream-Riparian Assessment, PACfish/INfish Biological Opinion
Monitoring Program, Geomorphic Road Analysis and Inventory Package, and modified Multiple
Indicator Monitoring. All these methods assess the condition and health of riparian and wetland
areas and give federal agencies an indication of the change of species composition, streambank
alterations, woody species present and available, along with other riparian health considerations.

14.8.3 Wetlands and Riparian Areas Resource Management Objective:
A. The quality and integrity of wetlands and riparian areas continues in a healthy and
properly functioning condition in coordination with Albany County.

14.8.4 Wetlands and Riparian Areas Priority Statements:
1. Projects and activities on public lands within Albany County should avoid impacts to
wetlands, but if that is not feasible, mitigation measures should occur at the impacted
location whenever possible.
2. Federal agencies should notify the county of the impacts to wetlands and coordinate
responses with the county.
3. The management goal of existing naturally occurring riparian areas should be to maintain
or enhance proper functioning condition.
4. Federal agencies should support the use of responsible grazing and vegetation
management as a tool to manage wetlands and riparian areas.
5. Federal agencies should manage riparian areas damaged by non-native species to
decrease the impact of these species on wetlands, including water quality, and to restore
the areas to proper functioning condition.
6. Irrigation induced wetland areas should not be classified as new jurisdictional wetlands
and coordination should occur with Albany County.
7. With the coordination of Albany County, federal agencies should restore former or
damaged wetlands and riparian areas as a means of mitigating the effects of drought.
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CHAPTER 15: WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT
15.1 INTRODUCTION
Wildfire is defined as an unplanned, unwanted fire that spreads rapidly and is difficult to
extinguish. This includes accidental human-caused fires, unauthorized human-caused fires,
escaped fires used as a management tool, and naturally occurring fires.
In Albany County, as over most of the West, early settlers considered all fires as a threat, and
they were automatically suppressed. The practice of fire suppression was later continued by
federal land management agencies. As a result, there are areas where excessive fuel loading has
built up. Historic land management practices along with current forest conditions (regional
drought, various bark beetle infestations, climate change) and the growing wildland/urban
interface combine to make Albany County at high risk for wildfire-related effects to the health,
safety, and general welfare of Albany County residents.

15.2 RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Large wildfires have occurred throughout Albany County and have caused resource stress to
watersheds, timber, grazing lands, wildlife habitat, air quality, and recreational activities that rely
on healthy forests and rangelands. Figure 24 and Table 2 show the wildfires that have occurred
within Albany County from 2000 through the development of this plan in 2022.
Given the realities of climate change and the increased potential for fire occurrence, proactive
planning for response to wildland fire events is critical to the high quality of life traditionally
experienced in Albany County, not only in the preservation of forest resources but in maintaining
healthy air quality as well. Albany County’s citizens' health, safety, general welfare, livelihood and
general enjoyment of the outdoors, as well as forest and rangeland health, depend upon effective
planning that takes into account a changing environment. A high degree of coordination between
federal, state, and local agencies is necessary for maximal prevention and suppression of wildfire,
including consultation with the county.
Albany County economic viability depends to a large extent on the management of federal lands
in the county and the wise use of their natural resources. Large wildfires on federally managed
lands adversely impact the economic viability of Albany County through the loss or damage of
natural resources, including the scenery and recreation opportunities enjoyed by the many
tourists and residents traveling through the area.
Undesirable fire can create social instability due to loss of recreational areas, which force citizens
to concentrate in unburned areas, increasing a feeling of loss of personal space and special
places. Overcrowding of recreational areas generates a loss of interest in the values that Albany
County citizens cherish.
An important part of any wildfire management plan is the National Cohesive Wildland Fire
Management Strategy that was developed by the Departments of Interior and Agriculture land
management agencies and partners. The national strategy addresses the challenges of managing
vegetation and fuels; protecting homes, communities, and other values at risk; managing human111 | P a g e
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caused ignition; and effectively and efficiently responding to wildfire. Through collaboration with
stakeholders the plan strives to develop resilient landscape, fire adapted communities, and safe
and effective wildfire response (USDA Forests and Rangelands, 2014). A link to the national
strategy can be found here.
Wildland urban interface (WUI) areas are present throughout the county. These are areas where
residential areas are intermingled within forested areas. These areas are particularly at risk
should a wildland fire occur.
Table 2. Fire Occurrences more than 100 acres in Albany County from 2000 to 2020.

Year of Fire

Fire Name

Acreage

1960

Lewis Creek

172

1964

Smith North

289

1986

Collins Peak

4,071

1996

Bear Creek

3,421

1996

Murphy Ridge

3,818

2001

Leroy

3,798

2002

Hensel

4,606

2002

Reese

16,234

2003

Gramm

735

2003

Bar M Prescription

890

2006

Isabelle

1,185

2010

Illinois Creek

115

2010

Dry Gulch

673

2011

Squaw Mtn

1,475

2011

Christnick

2,827

2012

Cow Camp

8,563

2012

Squirrel Creek

10,747
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2012

Arapaho

85,840

2014

Owen

397

2015

Labonte Canyon

517

2015

Smith Mountain

631

2017

Keystone

2,529

2018

Britania Mountain

16,386

2018

Badger Creek

21,333

2020

Mullen Fire

92,464

15.3 WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE:
A. A wildfire management plan is developed and utilized in coordination with Albany County
that takes into account all resource concerns including the effects of climate change so
that wildfire, fuels, and fire rehabilitation are managed promptly and effectively using
credible data and proven methods.

15.4 WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT PRIORITY STATEMENTS:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County to suppress wildfires in areas
where fire would endanger human safety, private property, and valuable natural
resources.
2. Federal agencies should partner with property owners in the wildlife urban interface in
the FireWise program.
3. Federal agencies should consider a “let burn” policy and prescribed burning for areas
where invading trees or shrubs are reducing the value of livestock grazing, wildlife habitat
and other important uses.
4. Federal agencies should consider, where desirable, adaptive grazing management
practices to allow for flexible management practices that will decrease fuel loads.
5. Federal agencies should maximize efforts to cooperate with local governments and
federal and state agencies to suppress and control unwanted fires in Albany County,
including, incorporating local fire association plans into their fire suppression and control
plans and supporting efforts of local fire departments in wildfire suppression activities.
6. Federal agencies should consider the value that county residents place on high air quality
when considering the extent of controlled burns and implement best management
practices regarding decisions about where some fires may be allowed to burn. The
agencies should be proactive in forest management to prevent wildfires.
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7. Federal agencies should coordinate with other agencies and local governments to take a
proactive approach to wildfire management in Albany County.
8. Temporary fire restrictions should be used based on fire hazard designations to minimize
the potential for human caused wildfires. Restrictions should be removed as soon as it is
safe for work and recreation on federal lands.
9. Federal agencies should rehabilitate forests and rangelands damaged by wildfires as soon
as possible for wildlife habitat restoration and to reduce the potential for erosion and
introduction of invasive or noxious weeds.
10. Post-fire objectives should be consistent with site potential as defined in approved
Desired Future Conditions or Ecological Site Descriptions.
11. Federal agencies should survey and manage invasive and noxious weeds after wildland
fire events to reduce fire fuels on federal lands, using appropriate tools. Ongoing research
and experimental options for new and alternative treatments to manage invasive and
noxious weeds should be supported.
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Figure 24. Fire history within Albany County (data from ESRI and USGS in 2020).
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CHAPTER 16: WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES RESOURCES
From Native Americans to Euro-Americans, wildlife is among the resources that attracted hunters
and settlers to what is now Albany County. Wildlife continues to contribute substantially to the
area’s quality of life and sense of place. Tourism dollars brought to the county by wildlife
recreation are important to the service sectors of sporting goods stores, outfitters, guides, dude
ranches, meat processors, taxidermists, motels, restaurants, and taverns. Hunting and fishing
have been popular since the earliest settlements, and the chance to encounter wildlife while out
for a walk remains memorable.
The culture and custom of the county is rooted, in part, in the continued and enhanced use of
wildlife and fisheries resources. While wildlife and fishery habitat can compete at times with
other public land uses important to residents, including ranching, water storage projects, and
timber management, careful and thoughtful planning based upon scientifically-grounded
principles and practices can often benefit both wildlife, fish, and other resources.
The management of the federal lands in the county substantially influences the welfare of the
area’s wildlife and fisheries. This management is a shared responsibility between state and
federal agencies. While the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) manages the wildlife
and fish populations, the USFS and BLM make determinations regarding the habitat that supports
them.

16.1 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AGENCIES
16.1.1 Wyoming Game and Fish Department
The WGFDs mission is ‘Conserving Wildlife, Serving People’. Wildlife in Wyoming not listed under
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) are managed by the WGFD. Through the relationships with the
Director, WGFD personnel, and citizens, the board provides a flexible system of control,
propagation, management, protection, and regulation of all wildlife in Wyoming.
In 1899, the Wyoming State Legislature created the office of the State Game Warden. The
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission was created in 1921 but did not receive the ability to
actively manage Wyoming’s game populations until 1929. The Wyoming Game and Fish
Department was created in 1973. Prior to this time, all Game and Fish personnel were employed
by the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. (WGFD, n.d.-a)
The WGFD utilizes a State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), revised in 2017 and updated on a 10-year
basis, to provide a strategy for managing various wildlife groups including mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians, fish, and mussels. This plan is not a legal document, a regulatory document,
a recovery Plan under the ESA, or NEPA decision document (WGFD, 2017b). It is designed to
complement existing and future planning and management programs. Wyoming’s SWAP was
partially funded by the State Wildlife Grants Program, which was created through federal
legislation to provide federal funding to states to create a list of wildlife species that have the
greatest conservation need. The state plan is built upon eight essential elements, identified by
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Congress, and implemented by the state game agency, with an overall focus on “species of
greatest conservation need.” The essential elements are:
1) Information on the distribution and abundance of species of wildlife including increasing,
low, and declining populations;
2) Descriptions of locations and relative condition of key habitats and community types;
3) Problems affecting species and priority research, or survey efforts needed;
4) Conservation actions needed to conserve the identified species;
5) Plans for monitoring species and the effectiveness of conservation actions;
6) Plans for reviewing the strategy;
7) Coordinating with federal, state, and local agencies and Tribal governments on the
development and implementation of the strategy; and
8) Involve broad public participation.
The species list includes 229 total species including eighty birds, nine amphibians, twenty-four
reptiles, fifty-one mammals, twenty-eight fish, eight crustaceans, and twenty-nine mollusks, each
with a specific priority designation based on the essential elements listed above. (WGFD, 2017b).
Wyoming’s List of Species of Greatest Conservation Need is divided into three tiers: Tier 1 –
highest priority, Tier 2 – moderate priority, and Tier 3 – lowest priority. The Wyoming Game and
Fish Commission has six approved variables to evaluate the conservation priority of each species.
These variables include: the Wyoming Game and Fish Department Native Species Status (NSS);
Wyoming’s contribution to the species’ overall conservation; regulatory/monetary impacts of the
species’ listing under the ESA; urgency of conservation action; ability to implement effective
conservation actions; and the species’ ecological or management role as keystone, indicator, or
umbrella species. The consideration of these variables in the species’ priority tier designations
are made by WGFD biologists who have considerable knowledge about the species. Individual
designations may be reviewed annually if warranted by changing circumstances or new data.
State Wildlife Grant Program funds are appropriated annually by Congress. In the appropriation
process, individual states are evaluated based on their population and total geographical area.
From these evaluations, states receive their apportioned funding amounts. Federal grants cover
up to 75% of planning grants and 65% of plan implementation grants. (USFWS, n.d.-b; WGFD,
2017b)
The WGFD updates the species on the Conservation Priority List in conjunction with the SWAP
every 10 years. The Wyoming Species of Conservation Priority List can also be found on the WGFD
website (WGFD, 2017a).

16.1.2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) is the agency within the Department of the Interior
dedicated to the management of fish, wildlife, and their habitats, and charged with enforcing
federal wildlife laws, including the Endangered Species Act (ESA). In addition to managing
threatened and endangered species, the USFWS manages migratory birds, restores significant
fisheries, conserves, and restores wildlife habitat including wetlands, and distributes money to
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state fish and wildlife agencies. The USFWS also manages the National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
System. (Wilson, 2014)
There are eight administrative regions for the USFWS and approximately 700 field offices across
the country. Wyoming is in the Mountain Prairie Region which consists of eight states - Colorado,
Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. The regional
office for the Mountain Prairie Region is in Denver, Colorado. The closest field office is in
Cheyenne, Wyoming. There are seven National Wildlife Refuges totaling 86,681 acres in
Wyoming, as of the 2018 Annual Lands Report (USFWS, 2018a). There are no Wetland
Management Districts and no Waterfowl Production Areas in the state (USFWS, 2018a). Albany
County contains four wildlife refuges: Bamforth, Mortenson Lake, and Hutton Lake National
Wildlife Refuges.

16.2 WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGING AGENCIES
16.2.1 Bureau of Land Management
The BLM’s Wildlife Program manages wildlife habitat to help ensure self-sustaining, abundant,
and diverse populations of native and desired non-native wildlife on public lands. To carry this
out, the BLM must formally identify priority species; BLM-sensitive species; and other species.
BLM then considers applicable conservation measures for these species and their habitats as part
of their land-use planning process.

16.2.2 U.S. Forest Service
The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Medicine Bow National Forest provides important habitat to
numerous wildlife species. The USFS is tasked with restoring wildlife habitats, conserving
threatened and endangered species, maintaining wildlife habitat connectivity, and connecting
people with nature through wildlife events and viewing activities. (USFS, n.d.-b)
The 2012 Planning rule direction (36 CFR § 219) sets out the planning requirements for
developing, amending, and revising land management plans for the National Forest System, as
required by the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended
by NFMA. The regulations in 36 CFR § 219.9 explain that the Forest Plan components must
provide for the diversity of plant and animal communities and support the persistence of most
native species in the plan area; contribute to the recovery of federally listed threatened and
endangered species; conserve proposed and candidate species; and maintain a viable population
of each species of conservation concern within the plan area.

16.3 WILDLIFE
16.3.1 Introduction
Albany County has diverse and abundant wildlife habitat that hosts several large species that are
important to the region. Albany County’s big game species include elk (Cervus canadensis),
moose (Alces alces), bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis), mule deer (Odocoileus heminous), whitetailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), and pronghorn antelope (Antilocapra americana). Upland
game birds include ruffed grouse (Bonasa unbelus), dusky grouse (Dendragapus obscurus), and
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Greater sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus). Various other wildlife present in the county
include bobcat (Lynx rufus), fox (Vulpes vulpes), beaver (Castor canadensis), and muskrat
(Ondatra zibethicus).

16.3.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Common Wildlife
Big game species are common throughout much of Albany County. There are diverse and
abundant habitats ranging from deserts to high mountains with rich valleys in between. Big game
species are important to the county as they provide recreational opportunities for both residents
and visitors through wildlife viewing and hunting opportunities.
Elk
Elk (Cervus canadensis) are most often found along the southwestern corner and eastern border
of Albany County. However, elk can be found throughout the county depending on the time of
year and weather conditions. Elk are primarily grazers, or bulk foragers, though they will
occasionally browse on willows and aspen. See Figure 25 and Table 3 for mapped elk habitat
within the county.
Moose
Moose (Alces alces) are found throughout southern Albany County with mapped habitat in the
northern portion of the county and a few small areas along the southwestern and southern
borders. Moose are considered primarily browsers but will forage on grasses and forbs as well.
Moose inhabit more riparian and wetland areas where willows and water are readily available.
See Figure 26 and Table 3 for mapped moose habitat within the county.
Mule Deer
Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) habitat is found throughout the majority of Albany County.
Mule deer have readily adapted to the urban environment and can be found in developing areas
within the county. Mule deer are primarily browsers but will use forbs as well. Mule deer will
consume grass early in the season while the nutritive value is high, but senescent grasses do not
meet their dietary requirements. See Figure 27 and Table 3 for mapped mule deer habitat within
the county.
Pronghorn
Pronghorn (Antilocapra americana) are common throughout most of Albany County, except for
along the Medicine Bow mountains. Pronghorn prefer the open shrublands that the southern
portion of the county provides. They are intermediate foragers, eating grasses, forbs, and shrubs.
See Figure 28 and Table 3 for mapped pronghorn habitat within the county.
Bighorn Sheep
Bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis) are found throughout the northeastern border and
southwestern corner of Albany County. Bighorn sheep are mainly browsers but will forage on
forbs and grasses. Wyoming manages bighorn sheep according to the 2004 Wyoming State-wide
Bighorn/Domestic Sheep Interaction Working Group Final Report and Recommendations created
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per Wyoming Statute 11-19-604. See Figure 29 and Table 3 for mapped bighorn sheep habitat
within the county.
White-tailed deer
White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) prefer riparian habitats often associated with irrigated
lands. Most of the county provides spring/summer/fall or yearlong habitat. Whitetail, like mule
deer, are browsers, supplementing their diet with forbs and occasionally grass. In agricultural
areas they will feed more on field and hay crops. There is some habitat that overlaps with mule
deer. See Figure 30 and Table 3 for mapped habitat designations within the county. The mule
deer crucial winter has 0 acreas listed but in looking at the very east border of Rail Tie we see
crucial winter range for mule deer
Table 3. Mapped wildlife seasonal range acreages across Albany County.

Wildlife
Species

Seasonal Range
Crucial Winter

Crucial
Winter/Yearlong

Winter/
Yearlong

Spring/ Summer/
Fall

Yearlong

Elk

9,350 ac

195,980 ac

496,850 ac

547,113 ac

105,900 ac

Moose

0 ac

0 ac

535,544 ac

164,187 ac

0 ac

Mule Deer

0 ac

303,339 ac

605,684 ac

847,264 ac

515,745 ac

Pronghorn

14,589 ac

218,883 ac

772,795 ac

353,130 ac

918,711 ac

Bighorn Sheep

0 ac

72,132 ac

23,786 ac

224,768 ac

7,277 ac

White-tailed
Deer

0 ac

0 ac

82,026 ac

1,266,101 ac

440,793 ac

Greater Sage-Grouse
There are approximately 443,157 acres of designated core habitat for Greater sage-grouse
(Centrocercus urophasianus) (sage-grouse) within Albany County (Figure 29). Sage-grouse are a
state-managed species that is dependent on sagebrush steppe ecosystems. These ecosystems
are managed in partnership across the range of the sage-grouse by federal, state, and local
authorities. Efforts to conserve the species and its habitat date back to the 1950s. Over the past
two decades, state wildlife agencies, federal agencies, local governments, and many others have
been collaborating to conserve sage-grouse and their habitats.
The BLM has broad responsibilities to manage federal lands and resources for the public benefit.
Nearly one-half of sage-grouse habitat is managed by the BLM. Habitat is managed based on the
designation of Priority Habitat or General Habitat. Priority Habitat spans areas that have a high
probability of use or are more critical to populations and therefore are managed with higher
priority and restrictions than general habitat. General habitat spans areas of isolated habitat with
low use (USFS, 2016).
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Wyoming began sage-grouse management efforts in 2000, forming the Wyoming Sage-Grouse
Working Group. In 2003, WGFD released the Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation plan,
and the ‘core area’ strategy for population and habitat management was released via executive
order in 2008 (later updated in 2011, 2015, and 2019). Local working groups were established
throughout the early 2000s to facilitate and implement conservation plans for the sage-grouse.
There are eight local sage-grouse working groups in the state. The Bates Hole/ Shirley Basin and
South-Central working groups span the majority of Albany County. The results of recent annual
surveys indicate that sage grouse populations continue to shrink in Wyoming, including in Albany
County, with speculation that the decline is due to predation, drought and loss of habitat.
Further information on the projects and meetings for the local working groups can be found here.
(WGFD, 2020; UW Extension, 2016; WGFD, 2019)
In September 2015, the USFWS determined that the sage-grouse did not warrant listing under
the ESA. In its “not warranted” determination, the USFWS based its decision in part on regulatory
certainty from the conservation commitments and management actions in the BLM and USFS
Greater Sage-Grouse Land Use Plan Amendments (LUPAs) and revisions, as well as on other
private, state, and federal conservation efforts. Since 2015 the BLM, in discussion with partners,
recognized that several refinements and policy updates would help strengthen conservation
efforts, while providing increased economic opportunity to local communities.
The USFS developed standards and guidelines for sage-grouse conservation in 2015. After two
years of monitoring amendments were developed; the new EIS spans Colorado, Idaho, Nevada,
Utah, and Wyoming. The Final EIS and Draft Record of Decision was released in the fall of 2019
and went through an extensive objection resolution process. Following the objection resolution
process, including a resolution meeting, the USFS released an objection response incorporating
several edits to the Greater Sage-Grouse Plan Amendments. The final decision and resolution
outcomes were released in August 2020. Monitoring reports on sage-grouse populations and
habitat within USFS Region 2 and 4 are released annually. (USFS, 2020a)
In 2019, the Wyoming Governor’s Office issued Sage-Grouse Executive Order 2019-3. The
Executive Order is the State of Wyoming’s primary regulatory mechanism to protect sage-grouse
and its habitat. The order outlines procedures that seek to minimize disturbance and incentivize
development outside of designated core population areas. The 2019 Executive order can be
found here.
One of the tools the State of Wyoming developed to help minimize disturbance to sage-grouse
habitat is the Density and Disturbance Calculation Tool (DDCT), known as OneSteppe. This tool is
a sage-grouse habitat disturbance tracking spatial application operated by WGFD. OneSteppe
calculates the average number of disturbances per square mile and the total amount of
disturbance within the DDCT assessment area. Proposed disturbance activities within sagegrouse core areas must submit project footprints to the DDCT as a part of the permitting process.
The OneSteppe application can be viewed here. (WGFD, 2021)

121 | P a g e
16.3 Wildlife

Wildlife Habitat Management Areas
The WGFD maintains approximately 450,000 acres of land in the state under a deed, lease, or by
agreement for wildlife habitat management areas (WHMA). These areas provide crucial winter
habitat for big game and important production areas for small birds and mammals. WHMAs also
provide public access to wildlife resources. There are five WHMAs within Albany County: Laramie
Peak, Tom Thorne/ Beth Williams, Forbes/Sheep Mountain, Pilot Hill, and Woods Landing-Jelm
WHMA. Additional information on these WHMAs can be found in Chapter 3 of this document and
here .
State of Wyoming Migration Corridor Protections
In February 2020, Governor Gordon issued the Wyoming Mule Deer and Antelope Migration
Corridor Protection Order, Executive Order 2020-1, outlining the State’s strategy for managing
migration corridors and habitats for mule deer and antelope. Currently, there are no migration
corridors designated within Albany County.
Wildlife Diseases
Chronic Wasting Disease
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a contagious and fatal disease of the central nervous system
that is known to occur in mule deer, white-tailed deer, elk, and moose. Chronic Wasting Disease
has been found throughout most of the state of Wyoming and is one of several diseases known
as transmissible spongiform encephalopathies that are caused by abnormal proteins or “prions”.
Ungulates affected by CWD experience progressive loss of body condition, reluctance to move
unless approached closely, increased drinking, depression, and eventual death. As of present,
CWD is not known to transfer to or affect humans. Albany County is within the portion of
Wyoming from which CWD is spreading and there is a relatively high prevalence of CWD within
ungulate populations in the county. Many federal and state agencies have been working on
research to learn more about CWD and its effects to ungulate populations. For additional
information on the monitoring and management of CWD in Wyoming refer to the CWD
Management Plan and for a map of areas that have had CWD detections refer here.
To date, there have been no cases of CWD in humans and no direct proof that humans can get
CWD. However, animal studies suggest CWD poses a risk to some types of non-human primates,
like monkeys, that eat meat from CWD-infected animals. These experimental studies raise the
concern that CWD may pose a risk to humans and suggest that it is important to prevent
exposures to CWD. Therefore, the Centers for Disease Control and the World Health
Organization recommend that CWD positive animals not be consumed. The Wyoming Health
Department has also compiled info on human health and prion diseases.
Brucellosis
Brucellosis is a highly contagious bacterial disease that can occur in both wildlife, cattle, and more
rarely in humans. There are several Brucella species but Brucella abortus is the bacterium that
infects elk, bison, and cattle. Infection affects the reproductive tract and in females results in
abortion but can also affect the male reproductive tract. Bone or joint membranes can also be
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infected and result in lameness that may make animals more susceptible to predation. The most
common route of transmission is orally through licking or ingestion. (WGFD, 2004). Brucellosis
has not currently been found in Albany County. Further information about brucellosis can be
found on the WGFD website.

16.3.3 Wildlife Resource Management Objectives:
A. Wildlife resources and their habitats are managed for healthy, sustainable, and biodiverse
populations and habitats that support recreation, tourism, and other public land uses.
B. The preservation and/or expansion of wildlife and its habitat is done in a manner that
benefits other uses of public lands.
C. Any plan regarding wildlife within Albany County is developed in coordination with the
county.

16.3.4 Wildlife Priority Statements:
1. Albany County supports the primacy of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department over
wildlife management, as well as the Department’s role in working closely with federal
agencies regarding issues pertaining to wildlife habitat.
2. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County on plans, policies, and actions
that affect wildlife, including habitat, sensitive and endangered species, management
areas, and migration corridors.
3. Albany County expects federal agencies to inform the county of the health, status, and
trends of its wildlife populations and their habitats.
4. Management plans shall be generated to protect the overall health of wildlife habitat and
other natural resources with the understanding that a comprehensive, systems-wide
approach will benefit multiple species and public land users.
5. Albany County should be coordinated with regarding wildlife crossings proposed within
the county.
6. If wildlife is the cause of an area not meeting BLM Rangeland Health Standards or USFS
Desired Conditions, the appropriate wildlife management agency should manage that
wildlife to reduce degradation to the resource.
7. Albany County supports continued research and management of big game herds for
human encroachment impacts, chronic wasting disease, brucellosis, and any future
wildlife diseases.
8. Federal plans and actions related to the Greater sage-grouse shall, at a minimum, be
consistent with State of Wyoming Executive Orders on Greater sage-grouse.
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Figure 25. Elk seasonal range in Albany County.
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Figure 26. Moose seasonal range mapped within Albany County.
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Figure 27. Mule deer mapped seasonal habitats in Albany County.
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Figure 28. Pronghorn mapped seasonal habitat in Albany County.
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Figure 29. Bighorn mapped seasonal habitat in Albany County.
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Figure 30. White-tailed deer seasonal habitat mapped within Albany County.
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Figure 31. Greater Sage-Grouse mapped habitat and core area within Albany County.
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16.4 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES/SENSITIVE SPECIES
16.4.1 Introduction
Threatened and endangered species have lived in Albany County since the early days of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The ESA has assisted in protecting those threatened and
endangered species within Albany County to ensure that those species do not go extinct. It is vital
that human-caused activities do not cause plant or animal species to go extinct within the county.
However, it has been shown that the preservation of species is most effective when there is buyin from local residents, particularly landowners. Limited access to federal lands and resources
and potential fines or enforcement actions because of federal species protection actions and
regulations can cause hardships on county residents. The impact of the ESA can also financially
imperil some residents in the county who rely on resource production from federally managed
lands.
The goal of Albany County is to find a way to protect these important species in a way that will
be supported by residents while also preserving the natural resource uses that help form the
county’s custom and culture. While the primary intent of the ESA is to salvage species on the
path to extinction, provisions in the legislation provide some flexibility (albeit limited) in how this
is done, particularly for those directly impacted by preservation efforts. The ESA does not
necessarily require a zero-sum outcome of winners and losers.
Albany County’s experiences with the Wyoming toad are a good example of this flexibility. After
the toad was proposed to be listed as a threatened species under the ESA in the early 1990s, the
Albany County Board of Commissioners formed a task force with the dual mission of developing
a recovery plan for the toad and mitigating impacts on local ranchers as a result of the listing.
The committee was composed of representatives of federal and state agencies, ranchers, and
local interest groups. University of Wyoming faculty also joined the effort. The committee was
successful in that it fulfilled the provisions of the ESA while substantially reducing any economic
impacts on affected ranchers and other landowners. Just as importantly, it eased some local
fears of the ESA, built trust, and nurtured discussions that eventually resulted in the introduction
of experimental populations of the toad on private lands. This along with captive breeding has
saved the species from extinction.

16.4.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Endangered Species Act
The USFWS administers the Endangered Species Preservation Act, passed by Congress in 1966,
which provided limited protection for species listed as endangered. The Departments of Interior,
Agriculture, and Defense were to seek to protect listed species and to the extent possible,
preserve the habitats of listed species. In 1969, Congress amended the ESA to provide additional
protection for species at risk of “worldwide extinction” by prohibiting their import and sale in the
United States. This amendment called for an international meeting to discuss conservation of
endangered species and changed the title of the act to the Endangered Species Conservation Act.
In 1973, 80 nations met to sign the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
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Wild Fauna and Flora (Commission of the European Communities, 1986). As a follow-up, Congress
passed the ESA of 1973. The ESA:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Defined “endangered” and “threatened” species;
Made plants and all invertebrates eligible for protection;
Applied “take” prohibitions to all endangered animal species, and allowed the
prohibitions to apply to threatened animal species by special regulation; such “take”
prohibitions also include “adverse modification” of critical habitat;
Required federal agencies to use their authorities to conserve listed species and consult
on “may affect” actions;
Prohibited federal agencies from authorizing, funding, or carrying out any action that
would jeopardize a listed species or destroy or adversely modify its “critical habitat”;
Made matching funds available to States with cooperative agreements;
Provided funding authority for land acquisition for foreign species; and
Implemented protection in the United States. (USFWS, 1973)

The ESA was amended in 1976, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1988, and most recently in 2003. Funds are
annually appropriated for the implementation of the ESA and have been since 1993.
The USFWS is responsible for the identification of critical habitat. Critical habitat is a specific
geographic area that contains features essential to the conservation and recovery of a listed
species and may require special management or protection. Critical habitat can only consist of
areas that qualify as “habitat.” Weyerhaeuser Co. v. US Fish and Wildlife Service, 139 S. Ct. 361,
368 (2018). The ESA does not define “habitat.”
Section 6
Section 6, also known as Cooperation with the States, recognizes the key role that State’s play in
conserving our native wildlife and plants. Section 6 provides funding to States and Territories for
species and habitat conservation actions on non-federal lands. Through cooperative agreements,
States can receive funding from the USFWS for a variety of conservation actions that contribute
toward listed species recovery. Section 6 funds are awarded through four programs 1)
Conservation Grants, 2) Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance Grants, 3) Habitat
Conservation Plan Land Acquisition Grants, and 4) Recovery Land Acquisition Grants. (USFWS,
n.d.-a)
10(j) Rule
Section 10(j) of the ESA allows reintroduced experimental populations of endangered species to
be managed as if they were only threatened. These reintroduced populations are nonessential
and experimental which increase USFWS management flexibility and indicate that the loss of the
experimental population will not threaten the continued existence of the species. Most of the
added flexibility is applied to circumventing Section 9 of the ESA and its prohibitions against
“taking” endangered species. (Cribb, 1998)
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Current Listed Species
Currently listed threatened and endangered species can be found on the USFWS Information for
Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database. At the writing of this report there are thirteen
endangered, threatened, candidate, or proposed species believed to or known to occur within
Albany County. Those species are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis)- Threatened
Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis jamaicensis) – Threatened
Greenback cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkia stomias) - Threatened
Mexican Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis lucida) – Threatened
Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) – Candidate
North park phacelia (Phacelia formosula) - Endangered
Pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) – Endangered
Piping Plover (Charandrius melodus) – Threatened
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius preblei)- Threatened
Ute ladies' tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis)- Threatened
Western prairie fringed Orchid (Platanthera praeclara) – Threatened
Whooping Crane (Grus americana) – Endangered
Wyoming toad (Bufo hemiophrys baxteri) – Endangered

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) (16. U.S. C 668-668c) was enacted in 1940,
with several amendments since. The BGEPA prohibits anyone, without a permit issued by the
Secretary of the Interior, from “taking” bald or golden eagles, including their parts, nests, or eggs.
(USFWS, 2018b)
Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) is a federal law that carries out the United States’
commitment to four international conventions with Canada, Japan, Mexico, and Russia. Those
conventions protect birds that migrate across international borders. The MBTA prohibits the
taking, killing, possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their eggs, parts,
and nests except as authorized under a valid permit (50 CFR 21.11). The USFWS published the
‘Regulations Governing Take of Migratory Birds’ on January 7, 2021, further defining the
parameters of ‘unlawful take’. The rule defines ‘take’ as ‘to willfully pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
kill, trap, capture, or collect’. ‘Take’ of migratory birds no longer includes the incidental or
accidental killing of migratory birds (USFWS, 2021). The MBTA also authorizes and directs the
Secretary of Interior to determine if, and by what means, the take of migratory birds should be
allowed to adopt suitable regulations permitting and governing take (i.e. hunting seasons for
ducks and geese). (USFWS, 2020b)
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Special Status/Sensitive Species
Bureau of Land Management
Special Status Species are designated by the BLM and include species that are federally listed or
proposed for listing as threatened or endangered, candidate species, state protected and
sensitive species, and other special- status species including federal and state “species of
concern”. The BLM designates special-status species where there is credible scientific evidence
to document a threat to the continued viability of a species population. Moreover, Special Status
Species are typically designated as sensitive by a BLM state director in cooperation with state
agencies that are responsible for managing the species. State natural heritage programs are
typically involved as well, where applicable. Species are usually those that fall in the following
criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Could become endangered in or extirpated from a state or within a significant portion of
its distribution;
Are under status review by the USFWS;
Are undergoing significant current or predicted downward trends in habitat capability
that would reduce a species’ existing distribution;
As federal listed, proposed, candidate, or state-listed status may become necessary;
Typically have small and widely dispersed populations;
Inhabit ecological refugia or other specialized or unique habitats; or
Are state-listed but which may be better conserved through application of the BLM
Sensitive Species Status. (Bureau of Land Management, 2015)

The Wyoming State BLM Office identifies 82 species as sensitive, the list can be found here.
U.S. Forest Service
Under USFS policy, Regional Foresters identify native plants and animals (sensitive species) that
show evidence of decline and potential sensitivity to national forest and national grassland
activities and management. The USFS provides special management attention to these species
to conserve them on the lands and watersheds that the USFS manages with the goal to avoid
contributing to their continued decline and potential for listing. The current Regional Forester
sensitive species list for Region 2 of the USFS can be found here. The USFS also manages for species of conservation concern and management indicator species .
Management indicator species help indicate habitat suitability for other species with similar
habitat needs and are used as planning tools to guide and monitor wildlife diversity on National
Forest System lands. A species of conservation concern is a USFS specific classification that comes
from the 2012 Planning Rule. (USFS, 2016) Sensitive Species identified on the Medicine BowRoutt National Forest can be found in the Medicine Bow LRMP.

16.4.3 Threatened/Endangered Resource Management Objectives:
A. Threatened, endangered, special status, and sensitive species are managed using best
available science with management plans developed in coordination with Albany County.
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B. Wildlife and plant species are managed to prevent continued species loss and the need
for additional listings.

16.4.4 Threatened/Endangered Priority Statements:
1. Species should be introduced or reintroduced in coordination with Albany County.
2. Albany County requests the opportunity to be a cooperating agency in all decisions and
proposed actions which affect the county regarding sensitive, threatened, or endangered
species; the reintroduction or introduction of listed species; habitat conservation plans;
conservation agreements or plans; and candidate conservation agreements.
3. Species of conservation concern, special status species, sensitive species, and
management indicator species should be consistent with listings from the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department.
4. Designation or reintroduction plans, guidelines, and protocols should be developed or
implemented with full public disclosure and discussion and with the involvement of
Albany County, and should utilize Section 6 authorities, allowing state management of
the species whenever allowed by law and with the consent of the WGFD.
5. Albany County supports the development of recovery plans as expeditiously as possible
for all listed species, with clear objectives for delisting to occur.
6. Support cooperation between private landowners and federal agencies using Candidate
Conservation Agreements with Assurances (CCAAs) to reduce the impact of listing a
species under the ESA or as a species of conservation concern.
7. Albany County supports the delisting of a species when population or recovery plan
objectives have been met and habitat exists that assures continued recovery.
8. Single-species management should be avoided in federal planning efforts unless doing so
is necessary to avoid an ESA listing.
9. Federal agencies should support the continued use of existing valid permits and lease
rights on lands with listed species wherever possible.

16.5 FISHERIES
16.5.1 Introduction
Fisheries support recreation and tourism in Albany County, and as such, contribute to the area’s
quality of life. The combination of healthy fisheries and public access throughout the county’s
reservoirs, lakes, and rivers provide diverse fishing opportunities that attract recreators. Fishing
within the county varies from fly fishing trout species to sport fishing the reservoirs. The major
fisheries in the county include cutthroat trout, brook trout, brown trout, lake trout, tiger trout
and rainbow trout, as well as yellow perch and walleye. The WGFD devotes additional attention
and resources to native fish species with low populations, listing them as species with the
Greatest Conservation Need. These species can be found here. Due to their close working
relationship with the WGFD, the BLM and USFS will at times make provisions for these species in
their management of streams, ranges and forests.

16.5.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
The WGFD manages and monitors fishing activity throughout the state. The State of Wyoming
classifies trout streams into four separate designations listed below.
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•
•
•
•

Blue Ribbon (national importance) - >600 pounds per mile
Red Ribbon (statewide importance) – 300 to 600 pounds per mile
Yellow Ribbon (regional importance) – 50 to 300 pounds per mile
Green Ribbon (local importance) - <50 pounds per mile

Most of the streams within Albany County are classified as Yellow Ribbon streams. A section of
the Laramie River in the southern portion of the county and a section of the Little Laramie River
are classified as a Blue-Ribbon. Sections of Rock, Duck, Bear, Labonte, Brandel, and Silver Tip
Creeks are classified as Red Ribbon stretches. Mapping of these streams can be found here.
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) can harm fisheries. AIS detected within Albany County include
Brook Stickleback (multiple locations across the county from 1997 to 2019) and Curly Pondweed
(Wheatland Reservoir #3, 2019). The zebra mussel and quagga mussel are both invasive species
of concern for the area and have been detected in Utah and Colorado. A map of AIS locations can
be found here. (WGFD, 2020)

16.5.3 Fisheries Resource Management Objective:
A. In coordination with Albany County, federal agencies manage healthy and biodiverse
fisheries that support recreation, tourism, and other uses on federal lands.

16.5.4 Fisheries Priority Statements:
1. Management plans for fisheries should use best available peer-reviewed science, involve
professionals in fish biology, assess the carrying capacity of stream habitat, and monitor
the results of projects.
2. Fisheries should be expanded within Albany County as appropriate.
3. In managing streams on public lands within Albany County, federal agencies should
reduce bank and channel erosion and eliminate impediments to fish passage that benefit
fish populations and water users.

16.6 PREDATORS
16.6.1 Introduction
Predatory wildlife is important to the ecology of an ecosystem. And while these populations must
be preserved, predators can have negative impacts on other public land users, especially
agriculture operations. For these reasons, it is important to properly manage predators to
achieve a balance between meeting the biological needs of healthy functioning ecosystems and
the economic needs of those who rely upon those ecosystems for their livelihoods.
During the settlement of the western states, depredation was an issue across livestock
operations. Predators were controlled on an individual basis until the early 1900s, when stock
growers began asking for government assistance. By the 1960s, with the release of the Leopold
Report, the importance of proper management of predators became known (deCalesta, n.d.).
The common public mindset began to shift to the control of predators threatening stock
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operations and communities while allowing natural predator populations to exist (deCalesta,
n.d.).

16.6.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is located within the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and provides a Wildlife Damage Program and a Pests and Diseases Program. The
Wildlife Damage Program researches and develops wildlife damage management methods and
provides resources to the public (APHIS, n.d.).
The Wyoming State Legislature established predator control statutes in Title 11, Chapter 6. Article
3 defines predatory animals within the state as any coyote, jackrabbit, porcupine, raccoon, red
fox, skunk or stray cat; and gray wolves except where they are designated as trophy game
animals. The statutes provide for general provisions, district boards, and the Wyoming State
Animal Damage Management Board. The district for the county is the Albany County Predator
Management District. Albany County also maintains an appointed Predator Management Board.
Predator control within the county is one of the factors that affects the economic stability of the
livestock industry, as well as hunting and fishing. The loss or endangering of any prey species and
the thinning of larger ungulate herds caused by uncontrolled predation creates losses of
economic and cultural opportunities for many sectors of Albany County. Predator control and
prevention techniques have also been used to protect the health and safety of the public by
reducing human-wildlife conflict and the spread of diseases commonly carried by predators.
The more common predatory animals in Albany County and the surrounding area include
mountain lion and black bear (game animals), bobcat (furbearer), birds of prey (variable
classification per species); and coyote, fox, porcupine, skunk, and raccoon which are classified as
predators. It is important to recognize that changes in wildlife population dynamics and
management in surrounding areas are likely to influence wildlife populations and behavior within
Albany County.

16.6.3 Predator Resource Management Objectives:
A. Predator populations are managed to maintain healthy ecosystems while protecting the
health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Albany County.
B. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County in the management of predator species.

16.6.4 Predator Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should coordinate with Albany County in developing management plans
for predator populations, including population levels and strategies for expanding or
reducing their numbers.
2. Federal agencies should support selective predator control as a valid method of attaining
sustainability of predator, wildlife, and domestic livestock populations.
3. Trapping, calling, aerial hunting, and other acceptable means of predator control are
historic methods of controlling predatory animals on all lands and should be considered
management tools where appropriate.
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4. Federal agencies should support control of predatory animals to reduce property damage,
including the viability of agricultural operations on public lands.
5. Albany County supports communication between Colorado and Wyoming wildlife
management agencies in managing predators.
6. In re-establishing populations of predators on the endangered species list, federal
agencies should coordinate the development of recovery plans with Albany County and
should provide for protection of property or compensation for property losses due to the
recovery efforts.
7. Predators not on the endangered species list and considered trophy game should be
managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.

16.7 WILD HORSES AND ESTRAY LIVESTOCK
16.7.1 Introduction
The Wild-Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act (WFRHBA) was passed by Congress in 1971 and
declared wild horses and burros to be “living symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit of the
West” (16 U.S.C. § 1331). The law requires the BLM and USFS to manage and protect herds in
their jurisdiction in areas where wild horses and burros were found roaming in 1971. Under
WFRHBA, “wild free-roaming horses and burros” on BLM land are under the Secretary of the
Interior’s jurisdiction for the purpose of management. (16 U.S.C. § 1333(a)). The act requires that
the Secretary and BLM must inventory and determine appropriate management levels (AMLs) of
wild horses and burros, determine if overpopulation exists, and “shall immediately remove
excess animals from the range so as to achieve AMLs” (16 U.S.C. §§ 1333(b) (1) and (2) and 43
C.F.R. § 4720.1). The WFRHBA was specifically amended, then, to require “immediate” removal
of excess horses (16 U.S.C. § 1333(b)(2)).

16.7.2 Resource Assessment and Legal Framework
Herd Management Areas (HMAs)
There are 16 wild horse HMAs covering nearly five million acres of Wyoming. There are no wild
horse areas on USFS lands in Wyoming. There are currently no HMAs within Albany County. (BLM,
n.d.-c, 2011)
Herd Areas
There are currently no Herd Areas designated within Albany County. (BLM, n.d.-c, 2011)
Estray
"Estray" means any animal found running at large upon public or private lands, fenced or
unfenced, in Wyoming whose owner is unknown, whose owner cannot be found, or that is
branded with two or more disputed brands for which neither party holds a bill of sale. An estray
includes any animal for which there is no sufficient proof of ownership found upon inspection
(W.S. 11-24-101 through 11-24-115).
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16.7.3 Wild Horse and Estray Livestock Resource Management Objective:
A. Federal agencies coordinate with Albany County regarding intentions to establish herd
management areas or herd areas in the county.

16.7.4 Wild Horse and Estray Livestock Priority Statements:
1. Federal agencies should manage wild horse populations within Albany County to prevent
degradation of the range land.
2. Any equine animal released from private individuals onto public lands shall be considered
as estray and be removed.
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APPENDIX A. WEBSITE LINKS IN DOCUMENT

WILL BE UPDATED IN FINAL VERSION OF DOUCMENT PRIOR TO RELEASE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.
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APPENDIX B. STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Member

Affiliation/Resource Expertise

David Gertsch

Albany County Planning

Joseph Wilmes

Albany County Planning

Bonnie Bath

Rancher

Martin Curry

Laramie Rivers Conservation District

Maura Hanning

Albany County Planning and Zoning

Mike Massie

Retired Historian/Administrator

Teal Wyckoff

University of Wyoming WyGISC
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APPENDIX C. PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED
Comment Received From

Comment Received

Response
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, February 25, 2022 5:50 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Jennifer Curran; Chelsie Mathews
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 4:15 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

jgaddis@wyomail.com

Your Name

Jenelle R Gaddis

Subject

1220 Person

Message

I bought this property at tax lien sale in 2016, paid taxes every
year, applied for the deed this year, which was granted to me.
When I contacted the city planning about this lot (as we are
planning on building on it) to find out what we needed to do to
start building, the city planner told us this lot was not buildable.
But the county assessor had it listed as residential and that is
why we bought it and paid taxes on it. I have had contact with
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both county assessor and the county attorney, Jennifer, stating
they are trying to determine what the next step will be. I would
like the opportunity to talk with the commissioners about my
situation. If someone would contact me I can give more detail.
Jenelle Gaddis

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, February 25, 2022 11:10 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: E-Buzz February 25th

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Laramie Chamber Business Alliance <jboudreau@laramie.org>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 9:46 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: E-Buzz February 25th
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
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E-BUZZ
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance | February 25, 2022

Covid Relief Grants & Loans
The Laramie Chamber Business
Alliance and City of Laramie
continue the availability of grants and
loans to support COVID-19 recovery
and relief for local businesses!

2

>>>Grant/Loan Information<<<

FBLA Judges Needed
Wyoming Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) is seeking
business professionals to serve as
judges during its 2022 State
Leadership Conference at UW,
March 16-18th. Wyoming FBLA
looks forward to possibly working
with you!!
Learn more about judging and
volunteering here..

Spring Session Announced at Array
The Array School of Technology is
now accepting applications for our
upcoming virtual, six-month Fullstack Engineering course starting
April 2, 2022.
Array’s online boot camps cover

3

concepts in web and mobile app
development from front end to back
end which prepares students for jobs
as Full Stack Web Developers.
According to Steven Spicher,
Director of School, “Our program
changes lives by preparing students
for a successful career in computer
science.”

Read More

Gro-Biz Conference, March 8 - 10
The GRO-Biz Conference is
Wyoming’s premier government
contracting event.
Every year, federal, state, and local
government agencies pay millions of
dollars to small businesses in
Wyoming. You may be surprised at
the types of products and services
that are being sought.
More Here
.
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WORKSHOPS / TRAINING / OPPORTUNITIES

Wyoming Small Business Development Center
So That's Where the Money Goes
Online Training
Thurs., Mar. 10th, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Wyoming Women's Business Center
Fostering Cybersecurity Through Employee Engagement
Webinar
Tues., Mar. 8th, 11:00 am

WELCOME 2021 NEW MEMBERS!
Gem City Bison
Wyo Auto Glass
Wyo Dent
Homestar
Integrated Computer Consulting
Enroll Wyoming
H&R Block
Sears Hometown Store
Seneca Creek Studios
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Revolution Hair Studio
Invenergy
Pete's Builders
Advanced Comfort Solutions
The Human Bean

MEMBER MESSAGE BOARD
If you would like to submit an ad or an article for the E-Buzz, please email jboudreau@laramie.org
Thursday before noon. LCBA Member benefits include advertising in the weekly E-BUZZ.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Available Properties
2 Room offices for rent
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LCBA JOB BANK


View other available jobs



Post Jobs

Other Local Job Sites


WWC Engineering



Ark Regional Services



Climb Wyoming



Ivinson Memorial Hospital Careers



City of Laramie Employment Opportunities



University of Wyoming Employment Opportunities



Trihydro Job Opportunities



Cathedral Home for Children Careers



Premier Bone and Joint Centers
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THANK YOU TO OUR E-BUZZ SPONSORS
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The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance is a member-based,
non-profit organization located in Laramie, Wyoming. Its main
objective is to attract and retain primary jobs, along with
facilitating the expansion and development of existing businesses
in order to achieve sustainable growth and improve the economic
well-being of the City of Laramie and Albany County citizens in
Wyoming.

Copyright © *2021* *Laramie Chamber Business Alliance*, All rights reserved.
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Our mailing address is:
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
528 South Adams Street
Laramie, WY. 82070
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, February 25, 2022 8:10 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - February 25, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 6:04 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - February 25, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
The link ed
image can not
be d isplay ed.
The file may
hav e been
mov ed,
ren amed, or
deleted.
Verify that
the link
points to the
correct file
and location.
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Daily Legislative Update - February 25, 2022

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:30 a.m.
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. Support
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. Monitor
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. Support
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. Support
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. Support
Third Reading
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
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SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. Support
SF0001 General government appropriations.
General File
SF0079 Prohibition on private funds for conducting elections. Monitor
SF0014 Telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Monitor
SF0113 Property tax exemption - organizations funded by the WCDA. Monitor
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. Support
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. Monitor
9:30 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. Support
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. Support
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. Support
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. Monitor
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. Support
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. Monitor
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. Strongly Support
HB0091 County officers - salaries. Support
Third Reading
HB0001 General government appropriations.
Upon Noon Recess
House Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions Committee
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. Strongly Support

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0001 General government appropriations - 2. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 9, 2nd
reading 12, 2nd reading 21, 2nd reading 23, 2nd reading 24, 2nd reading 54
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: COW, 3rd reading
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. H COW passed
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 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. S Revenue recommend do pass
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED S Revenue
recommend do pass
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. H COW passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. H COW passed
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0091 County officers - salaries. H COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0109 Property tax acquisition value study. H Appropriations recommend do NOT pass

Senate Files
SF0001 General government appropriations. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 1.03, 2nd reading 5,
2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 14, 2nd reading 15, 2nd reading 18, 2nd reading
35, 2nd reading 38
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. S 2nd reading passed
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee, 3rd reading
SF0014 Telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation. S Transportation recommend
do pass
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. S 3rd reading passed
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee, 2nd reading 1, 2nd reading 2
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. S COW passed
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. S 3rd reading passed
SF0063 County offices open to the public. S Corporations recommend do NOT pass
SF0069 Property tax limits. S Agriculture recommend do NOT pass
SF0071 Deregulated industrial power zones. S Minerals recommend do NOT pass
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. S COW passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee 1, standing committee 2
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0099 Public monies - deposits in credit unions. S 3rd reading failed
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0113 Property tax exemption - organizations funded by the WCDA. S Corporations
recommend do pass

4

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links







2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
February 25th - Last day for committee of the whole in the house of origin. Budget bill third reading.
February 28th - Last day for second reading in the house of origin.
March 1st - Last day for third reading for bills in the house of origin.
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

5

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Sunday, February 27, 2022 11:44 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Bacon (Windmill Acres) Response Brief

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, February 27, 2022 10:39 AM
To: Matthew Ayres <mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Kayla J. White
<KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Bacon (Windmill Acres) Response Brief

Hey Matt. Thank you for sending this along. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: Matthew Ayres <mayres@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 2:00 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Kayla J. White <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Bacon (Windmill Acres) Response Brief
Commissioners, Jackie, & Kayla,
Attached is a copy of the Response Brief for the Carol Bacon/Windmill Acres Subdivision appeal filed this afternoon.
Best regards,
Matthew E. Ayres
1

Deputy Albany County & Prosecuting Attorney
525 E. Grand Avenue, Suite 100
Office: (307) 721-2552
Direct: (307) 721-5534
mayres@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, February 28, 2022 8:14 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: RESPONSE Requested- 2022 Interim Topic Request Form (Response Due by COB:
3/2/22)

Importance:

High

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Britney Butler <bbutler@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Sunday, February 27, 2022 10:10 PM
To: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>; Kelli Little <klittle@wyo-wcca.org>; Bailey Brennan <bbrennan@wyowcca.org>
Subject: RE: RESPONSE Requested- 2022 Interim Topic Request Form (Response Due by COB: 3/2/22)
Importance: High
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Good Evening Commissioners,
A friendly reminder to share your interim topic ideas by this Wednesday, March 2nd.
Thank you!

Britney
From: Britney Butler
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 10:11 AM
To: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>; Kelli Little <klittle@wyo-wcca.org>; Bailey Brennan <bbrennan@wyowcca.org>
1

Subject: RESPONSE Requested- 2022 Interim Topic Request Form (Response Due by COB: 3/2/22)
Importance: High
Good Morning Commissioners,
Do you have interim topic ideas?
Please email me your ideas by Wednesday, March 2 nd, 2022.
I will then compile the list and we will submit the list on behalf of the WCCA.
We look forward to seeing most of you next week at the conference!

Britney

Britney Butler | Executive Assistant |Wyoming County Commissioners Association
408 West 23rd Street | Cheyenne, WY 82001
T: 307-632-5409
bbutler@wyo-wcca.org | www.wyo-wcca.org

From: Wyoming Legislature <WYLSO@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 8:32 AM
To: Britney Butler <bbutler@wyo-wcca.org>
Subject: Interim Topic Request Form

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Interim Topic Request Form Now Available
To submit a proposed interim topic for a 2022 joint interim committee, please complete the form below. Requested
topics may originate from any source but should be submitted or sponsored by a legislator and presented to the
committee by a legislator. All interim topics must be submitted no later than Friday, March 4th, 2022, at 4:00 PM.
In submitting proposed topics for interim committee study, please keep in mind the following:
2








Faced with limited time, budget, and staff resources, identifying topics for interim study is one of the most
important tasks of the interim committee.
To effectively operate, the committee must identify, prioritize, and select the most significant topics for
interim study.
The committee chairmen will schedule an organizational meeting during the last week of session at which
interim topics submitted via the online form will be prioritized by the committee and subsequently submitted
to management council.
Interim study topics should be within the logical jurisdiction of the committee.
Topics and concerns should be big enough or complicated enough to warrant committee "study." Interim
topics typically cover, but are not limited to, the following:
o Receive agency reports and updates required by law or requested by the committee.
o Review of issues for which Wyoming has limited legislative options/solutions currently in place.
o Proposals to continue previous committee studies that did not "get off the ground."
o Proposals to relook at failed legislation during the current session.
o Proposals to "monitor" current or anticipated federal program or activity that will impact subject areas
germane to the committee.

Interim Topic Request Form: https://www.wyoleg.gov/Committees/Topics
Questions regarding the submittal of the interim topic request form may be directed to Clarissa
Nord, (clarissa.nord@wyoleg.gov) or Karla Smith, (karla.smith@wyoleg.gov).

Contact Us:
(307) 777-7881

STAY CONNECTED:

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Subscriptions | Unsubscribe All | Help
This email was sent to bbutler@wyo-wcca.org using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Wyoming Legislature · 200 W.
24th Street Cheyenne, WY 82002 · 307-777-7881
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, February 28, 2022 2:15 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 1:48 PM
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura
Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: RE: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
Bern,
Thanks for your questions. I will answer them the best I can.
Please explain the process going forward.
Here is an outline of the process going forward.

-

February 28th – March 9th – P&Z will review draft NRMP document
March 9th – P&Z Meeting to discuss NRMP draft
March 15th – Bree meeting with Albany County Commissioners to review draft NRMP
March 17th – Final Steering Committee Meeting to review edits to document
March 23rd – Document released for public comment
March 23 – April 22 – 30 day public comment period
April 7th (Tentative) – Public Meeting
May 5th – Review public comments with steering committee
May 20th – Final Document to County to Prepare for Consideration for Adoption

Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be "included in the draft"?
Yes.
1

Who will be responding to any P&Z comments?
Questions will be answered during the meeting by Bree Burton, Y2 Consulting or staff.
How will that person/group be responding to P&Z comments?
During the meeting.
Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft?
The Steering Committee will approve any changes.
How will public input be solicited (comments at the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change
the plan in response to public input?
The steering committee will make necessary changes prior to submittal to the Board of County Commissioners.
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for
the county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work
with, debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
The Planning and Zoning Commission is being asked to provide any comments they would like to have incorporated into
the plan. In many counties, the planning and zoning commissions are not included in this process. However, your opinions
are important and we would like to make sure they are incorporated into this plan. The Planning and Zoning Commission
are not required to certify their recommendation to the Board.

Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:35 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Your comments will be reviewed and included into the draft.
David,
Please explain the process going forward. Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be
"included in the draft"? Who will be responding to any P&Z comments? How will that person/group be responding to
2

P&Z comments? Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft? How will public input be solicited (comments at
the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change the plan in response to public input?
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for the
county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work with,
debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
Thanks,
- Bern
-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 25, 2022 3:47 pm
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Planning and Zoning Commission,
Attached is a draft of the Albany County Natural Resource Plan for your review. A discussion item for this plan
will be on the March meeting’s agenda. If you have questions or comments that you would like to make
concerning this draft, please be prepared to provide those at the meeting. Your comments will be reviewed and
included into the draft. If you have any questions prior to the meeting, I would be happy to answer them. Have
a great weekend.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 2:50 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Conner Nicklas <conner@buddfalen.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Good afternoon David,
Please find attached the draft of the Albany County NRMP for Planning & Zoning to review. I converted it to
PDF just so that it is easier to share via email but I have also put the word version in a OneDrive folder that can
be found here:
https://y2consultantsincmy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bree_y2consultants_com/EpBCivtdk2JNkmC1sMeWi24BU4HIqV8j0Cutmx5b
_G9Ulg?e=kdFBgw
3

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you and have a great weekend!

Bree Burton, M.S.
Range Scientist
p: (307) 733-2999 ext. 134 m: (307) 329-8537
a: PO Box 2870 | 180 S Willow St., Jackson, WY 83001
w: http://www.y2consultants.com/
Define. Design. Deliver.
Privileged and Confidential: The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments is confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us by calling (307) 733-2999. The sender takes no
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. This communication may not be forwarded (other than
within the recipient to which it has been sent) without our express written consent.
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Dear Colleague.
GMP Consultants is assisting Gunnison County in finding an Assistant County
Manager For Public Works. Perhaps this is the right time in your career to
consider this exciting opportunity. If not. would you please pass this on to other
gu Q_l ic work~profe_ssior}a Is_yyho m_AY_be i ntereste_d?,____
Thank you for your consideration and help.
Greg M. Prothman
GMP Consultants

ASSISTANT COUNTY MANAGER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
Gunnison County, CO

THE DEPARTMENT
Gunnison County is responsible for 850 miles of county, forest
service, and BLM roads, as well the snow plowing of
approximately 215 miles of roads. The Public Works department
has an operating budget of $12 million with a team of 45 full-time
employees. Services include:
•

Road & Bridge Construction & Maintenance (including trails)

•

Solid Waste (Landfill and Recycling Center)

•

Water Treatment and Distribution

•

Wastewater Collection (5 systems)

&

Fleet Facility

•

Noxious Weed Management

•

Transportation-Related Activities

In 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021 the International City/County
Management Association {ICMA) recognized Gunnison
County, CO for its commitment to data-driven government
management and reporting with a Certificate of
Excellence in Performance Management.

THE POSITION
The Assistant County Manager for Public Works is one of three new
collaborative Assistant County Manager positions recently created to enhance
and distribute executive oversight across Gunnison County. The goal of these
positions is to increase organizational resilience and ability to quickly adapt to
change or a crisis, such as COV!D. This position v:orks ur.der the breed policy

guidance and direction of the County Manager.

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE
Gunnison County seeks an experienced and engaging leader who can work effectively with employees across
the organization. The Ideal candidate is an adaptive problem solver with experience developing and motivating
employees In the pursuit of County goals and initiatives. This person will be a skilled communicator and
relationship builder who understands the Importance of customer service - including within the organization.
The successful candidate will need strong technical knowledge; a comprehensive understanding of federal,
state, and local laws, regulations, codes, and statutes; and experience developing long-range plans for robust
infrastructure and maintenance programs In a mountain environment.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, February 28, 2022 8:19 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - February 28, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 6:07 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - February 28, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
The link ed
image can not
be d isplay ed.
The file may
hav e been
mov ed,
ren amed, or
deleted.
Verify that
the link
points to the
correct file
and location.
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Daily Legislative Update - February 28, 2022

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:00 a.m.
Senate Judiciary
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. Monitor
House Minerals, Business and Economic Development
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. Support
Senate Labor, Health and Social Services
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. Support
House Judiciary
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. Support

2

10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. Monitor
HB0091 County officers - salaries. Support
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. Support
Third Reading
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. Support
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. Support
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. Monitor
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. Support
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. Support
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. Strongly Support
General File
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. Strongly Support
SF0066 American rescue plan ace recovery funds appropriations. Support
Senate Floor Session
Third Reading
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. Support
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. Monitor
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. Support
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. Support
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. Support
General File
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. Monitor
SF0113 Property tax exemption - organizations funded by the WCDA. Monitor
SF0014 Telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Monitor
SF0079 Prohibition on private funds for conducting elections. Monitor
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. Support
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. Support
Upon Noon Recess
House Appropriations
Discussion of Senate amendments to SF0001 General government appropriations.
Senate Appropriations
Discussion of House amendments to HB0001 General government appropriations - 2.
HB0042 Local government distributions. Strongly Support
HB0059 Worker's compensation - COVID-19. Support
Senate Minerals, Business and Economic Development
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. Oppose

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

3

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0001 General government appropriations - 2. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 9, 2nd
reading 12, 2nd reading 21, 2nd reading 23, 2nd reading 24, 2nd reading 54,
3rd reading 8, 3rd reading 19, 3rd reading 27, 3rd reading 44
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. H 2nd reading laid back
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. H 2nd reading
passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. H 2nd reading passed
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0091 County officers - salaries. H 2nd reading laid back
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. H COW passed
Senate Files
SF0001 General government appropriations. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments (county relevant): 2nd reading 1.03, 2nd reading 5,
2nd reading 6, 2nd reading 14, 2nd reading 15, 2nd reading 18, 2nd reading
35, 2nd reading 38, 3rd reading 8
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. S 3rd reading passed
SF0026 District judge positions - authorization and funding. H introduced and referred to
H01 Judiciary
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. H Corporations recommend do pass
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee, 2nd reading 1, 2nd reading 2,
3rd reading
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. S 2nd reading passed
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. S 2nd reading
passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee 1, standing committee 2
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
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2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links







2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
February 28th - Last day for second reading in the house of origin.
March 1st - Last day for third reading for bills in the house of origin.
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners
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ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 10:07 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 9:26 AM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
David et al.
The statute authorizing and funding this plan and the subsequent criteria from the Governor’s office include:
1. "Counties are also encouraged to involve federal agencies that manage public lands within their counties in the
development of the county natural resource plans." As the federal agencies are the property management agencies for
the property owners, this “encouragement” should be considered an absolute requirement. Were this any other property
owner in the county, there would be no question about their involvement from the get go. What provisions have been
made for meaningful “involvement” by the subject property owners “in the development” of this plan?
2. "requires that county natural resource plans be developed or revised in public meetings in accordance with Wyo. Stat.
§§ 16-4-401 through 16-4-408, allowing for public participation and contribution. Recognizing that these public processes
may vary across counties, public engagement should occur at a minimum in the initial, draft and final plan development
stages." Please explain how these requirements are being met.
Thank you,
- Bern
-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; agrimind@wyoming.com
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
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Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
<Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Mon, Feb 28, 2022 1:48 pm
Subject: RE: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
Bern,
Thanks for your questions. I will answer them the best I can.
Please explain the process going forward.
Here is an outline of the process going forward.











February 28th – March 9th – P&Z will review draft NRMP document
March 9th – P&Z Meeting to discuss NRMP draft
March 15th – Bree meeting with Albany County Commissioners to review draft NRMP
March 17th – Final Steering Committee Meeting to review edits to document
March 23rd – Document released for public comment
March 23 – April 22 – 30 day public comment period
April 7th (Tentative) – Public Meeting
May 5th – Review public comments with steering committee
May 20th – Final Document to County to Prepare for Consideration for Adoption

Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be "included in the draft"?
Yes.
Who will be responding to any P&Z comments?
Questions will be answered during the meeting by Bree Burton, Y2 Consulting or staff.
How will that person/group be responding to P&Z comments?
During the meeting.
Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft?
The Steering Committee will approve any changes.
How will public input be solicited (comments at the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change
the plan in response to public input?
The steering committee will make necessary changes prior to submittal to the Board of County Commissioners.
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for
the county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work
with, debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
The Planning and Zoning Commission is being asked to provide any comments they would like to have incorporated into
the plan. In many counties, the planning and zoning commissions are not included in this process. However, your opinions
are important and we would like to make sure they are incorporated into this plan. The Planning and Zoning Commission
are not required to certify their recommendation to the Board.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
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Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:35 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Your comments will be reviewed and included into the draft.
David,
Please explain the process going forward. Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be
"included in the draft"? Who will be responding to any P&Z comments? How will that person/group be responding to
P&Z comments? Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft? How will public input be solicited (comments at
the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change the plan in response to public input?
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for the
county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work with,
debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
Thanks,
- Bern
-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 25, 2022 3:47 pm
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Planning and Zoning Commission,
Attached is a draft of the Albany County Natural Resource Plan for your review. A discussion item for this plan
will be on the March meeting’s agenda. If you have questions or comments that you would like to make
concerning this draft, please be prepared to provide those at the meeting. Your comments will be reviewed and
included into the draft. If you have any questions prior to the meeting, I would be happy to answer them. Have
a great weekend.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
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1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 2:50 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Conner Nicklas <conner@buddfalen.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Good afternoon David,
Please find attached the draft of the Albany County NRMP for Planning & Zoning to review. I converted it to
PDF just so that it is easier to share via email but I have also put the word version in a OneDrive folder that can
be found here:
https://y2consultantsincmy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bree_y2consultants_com/EpBCivtdk2JNkmC1sMeWi24BU4HIqV8j0Cutmx5b
_G9Ulg?e=kdFBgw
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you and have a great weekend!

Bree Burton, M.S.
Range Scientist
p: (307) 733-2999 ext. 134 m: (307) 329-8537
a: PO Box 2870 | 180 S Willow St., Jackson, WY 83001
w: http://www.y2consultants.com/
Define. Design. Deliver.
Privileged and Confidential: The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments is confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us by calling (307) 733-2999. The sender takes no
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. This communication may not be forwarded (other than
within the recipient to which it has been sent) without our express written consent.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 9:08 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - March 1, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 6:06 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - March 1, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
The link ed
image can not
be d isplay ed.
The file may
hav e been
mov ed,
ren amed, or
deleted.
Verify that
the link
points to the
correct file
and location.
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Daily Legislative Update - March 1, 2022

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:00 a.m.
House Revenue
SF0038 Monthly ad valorem tax revision. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
House Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
SF0010 Predator control. Support
SF0009 Revenue bonds for agricultural endeavors. ENGROSSED Support
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Third Reading
2

HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. Monitor
HB0091 County officers - salaries. Support
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. Support
General File
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0066 American rescue plan ace recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED Support
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. Support
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED Monitor
Third Reading
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. Monitor
General File
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. Support
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED Support
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED Monitor
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. Support
Upon Noon Recess
House Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
House Transportation, Highways and Military Affairs
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
House Judiciary
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. ENGROSSED Support
Senate Appropriations
HB0078 Bid rejection or denial for public works contracting. Oppose
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. ENGROSSED Support
Senate Revenue
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. ENGROSSED Monitor
Upon Adjournment
Senate Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. ENGROSSED Monitor

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. H 3rd reading passed
3

 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED S Judiciary recommend do pass
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED S Appropriations recommend do
pass
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED S Minerals recommend do pass
amended
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW, 3rd reading
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, 2nd reading
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. S Appropriations recommend do pass
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. H 3rd reading passed
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0091 County officers - salaries. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED S COW passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW 1, COW 2
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. H 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: 2nd reading

Senate Files
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. H introduced and
refereed to H06 Travel
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred to
H07 Corporations
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. S 3rd reading passed
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. S 3rd reading laid
back
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. H introduced and referred to H07
Corporations
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee 1, standing committee 2
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred to
H01 Judiciary

2022 Legislation
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The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links







2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
March 1st - Last day for third reading for bills in the house of origin.
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
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Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 5:34 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Importance:

High

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:43 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

mweems@westernrareearths.com

Your Name

Marty Weems

Subject

Rare Earths mineral project in NE Albany County

Message

Hello Honorable Commissioners of Albany County,
I hope you are doing well and surviving the winter winds.
We are working on a Rare Earths mineral deposit in NE Albany
County near the Platte County line. With a project area

1

exceeding 2000 acres now, we have 4 Exploration leases on
State land and over a thousand acres of BLM minerals
claimed.
We are especially excited about our collaboration with UW
School of Energy Resources in support of their work on the
CORE-CM project.
This month, March 2022, we will be drilling for the first time on
this project. Surface mapping and sampling have exceeded our
expectations but the drill is the real truth machine. We know
that the site of a drill rig on the horizon will bring questions, so
we wanted to reach out and offer to provide update
conversations proactively. I plan to be in Cheyenne, Laramie
and Wheatland in April. I can be available by phone or ZOOM
most anytime in March.
Respectfully,
Marty Weems

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 2:49 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
NRP Best Practices Presentation - February 2022.pdf

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 2:04 PM
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne
<geoffthyne@gmail.com>; agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt
<mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: RE: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
Hi AllAt a recent WCCA (Wyoming County Commissioner Association) conference, the topic of Natural Resource Plans was
discussed. I am attaching a presentation that was given where it was stated that local and regional federal land
managers (BLM and Forest Service) must review a county’s NRP for inconsistencies with their own plans. It was not
stated that these entities needed to be involved in the development from the get go. Best practices would include
sharing the plan with federal land managers, these flms reviewing the plan, and in comments to flms, identify
inconsistencies between their proposed actions and the county’s plan. Best practices would also include engaging with
the Governor’s Office during the Gov’s Consistency Review period to include inconsistencies with local plans.
Thanks,
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
Albany County Commissioner
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From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 9:26 AM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
David et al.
The statute authorizing and funding this plan and the subsequent criteria from the Governor’s office include:
1. "Counties are also encouraged to involve federal agencies that manage public lands within their counties in the
development of the county natural resource plans." As the federal agencies are the property management agencies for
the property owners, this “encouragement” should be considered an absolute requirement. Were this any other property
owner in the county, there would be no question about their involvement from the get go. What provisions have been
made for meaningful “involvement” by the subject property owners “in the development” of this plan?
2. "requires that county natural resource plans be developed or revised in public meetings in accordance with Wyo. Stat.
§§ 16-4-401 through 16-4-408, allowing for public participation and contribution. Recognizing that these public processes
may vary across counties, public engagement should occur at a minimum in the initial, draft and final plan development
stages." Please explain how these requirements are being met.
Thank you,
- Bern
-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; agrimind@wyoming.com
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
<Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Mon, Feb 28, 2022 1:48 pm
Subject: RE: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
Bern,
Thanks for your questions. I will answer them the best I can.
Please explain the process going forward.
Here is an outline of the process going forward.









February 28th – March 9th – P&Z will review draft NRMP document
March 9th – P&Z Meeting to discuss NRMP draft
March 15th – Bree meeting with Albany County Commissioners to review draft NRMP
March 17th – Final Steering Committee Meeting to review edits to document
March 23rd – Document released for public comment
March 23 – April 22 – 30 day public comment period
April 7th (Tentative) – Public Meeting
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May 5th – Review public comments with steering committee
May 20th – Final Document to County to Prepare for Consideration for Adoption

Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be "included in the draft"?
Yes.
Who will be responding to any P&Z comments?
Questions will be answered during the meeting by Bree Burton, Y2 Consulting or staff.
How will that person/group be responding to P&Z comments?
During the meeting.
Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft?
The Steering Committee will approve any changes.
How will public input be solicited (comments at the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change
the plan in response to public input?
The steering committee will make necessary changes prior to submittal to the Board of County Commissioners.
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for
the county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work
with, debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
The Planning and Zoning Commission is being asked to provide any comments they would like to have incorporated into
the plan. In many counties, the planning and zoning commissions are not included in this process. However, your opinions
are important and we would like to make sure they are incorporated into this plan. The Planning and Zoning Commission
are not required to certify their recommendation to the Board.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: bhinckley@aol.com <bhinckley@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:35 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>;
agrimind@wyoming.com; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree@y2consultants.com
Subject: Re: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Your comments will be reviewed and included into the draft.
David,
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Please explain the process going forward. Is P&Z simply being invited to submit comments (written? verbal?) that will be
"included in the draft"? Who will be responding to any P&Z comments? How will that person/group be responding to
P&Z comments? Who will be making changes, if necessary, to the draft? How will public input be solicited (comments at
the P&Z meeting?) and what opportunities will there be to change the plan in response to public input?
Basically, I am quite unclear on the role of P&Z in the preparation and ultimate approval of this land use plan for the
county. Are we being presented a recommended plan from your committee, which we will then review, work with,
debate, and potentially amend before certifying to the Board, or what?
Thanks,
- Bern
-----Original Message----From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Fri, Feb 25, 2022 3:47 pm
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review

Planning and Zoning Commission,
Attached is a draft of the Albany County Natural Resource Plan for your review. A discussion item for this plan
will be on the March meeting’s agenda. If you have questions or comments that you would like to make
concerning this draft, please be prepared to provide those at the meeting. Your comments will be reviewed and
included into the draft. If you have any questions prior to the meeting, I would be happy to answer them. Have
a great weekend.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
//www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 2:50 PM
To: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Conner Nicklas <conner@buddfalen.com>
Subject: Albany County NRMP Draft for Planning & Zoning Review
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Good afternoon David,
Please find attached the draft of the Albany County NRMP for Planning & Zoning to review. I converted it to
PDF just so that it is easier to share via email but I have also put the word version in a OneDrive folder that can
be found here:
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https://y2consultantsincmy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bree_y2consultants_com/EpBCivtdk2JNkmC1sMeWi24BU4HIqV8j0Cutmx5b
_G9Ulg?e=kdFBgw
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you and have a great weekend!

Bree Burton, M.S.
Range Scientist
p: (307) 733-2999 ext. 134 m: (307) 329-8537
a: PO Box 2870 | 180 S Willow St., Jackson, WY 83001
w: http://www.y2consultants.com/
Define. Design. Deliver.
Privileged and Confidential: The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments is confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us by calling (307) 733-2999. The sender takes no
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. This communication may not be forwarded (other than
within the recipient to which it has been sent) without our express written consent.
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Natural Resource Plans:
Best Practices for Implementation
Bailey K. Brennan and Dru Palmer
WCCA Legislative Conference – January 2022

NEPA The National Environmental Policy Act

Coordination and
Consistency

FLPMA The Federal Land Policy Management Act
NFMA The National Forest Management Act

• The Forest Service must review local
government planning and land use policies
when developing and revising land
management plans.

Forest Service and
Coordination

• A final decision must contain consideration
of objectives, the compatibility and
interrelated impacts of Forest Service plan
and local government policies,
opportunities to contribute to common
objectives and ways to reduce conflicts
between a Forest Service plan and local
policies.
16 U.S.C. § 1604; 36 C.F.R. § 219.4(b)(2)

• The BLM must coordinate federal land
inventory, planning and management activities
with land use planning and management
programs of local government, which includes:

BLM’s
Consistency
Reviews

• Keeping apprised of non-BLM plans
• Assisting in resolving inconsistencies plans

• Providing for meaningful public involvement
in the development of resource
management plans
• Developing BLM plans collaboratively with
cooperating agencies where possible.

• Governor’s Consistency Review
43 U.S.C. § 1712; 43 C.F.R. § 1610.3-1

County
Natural
Resource
Plans

• Establish and share the priorities and
objectives for federal lands and resources
within a county.
• BLM and Forest Service must review,
consider and explain deviations from these
plans.

Plans in Practice

Best Practices

• Ensure each county commissioner
has a copy of the plan, especially
new commissioners and understands
their importance
• Share your plan with local and
regional federal land managers in
digital and hard copy form, especially
when there is turnover

• Post your plan to your county website

• Refer to your plan when serving as a
cooperating agency

Best Practices

• Incorporate priorities and objectives from
your plan into comments on federal plans,
projects or actions
• In comments to federal land managers,
identify inconsistencies between their
proposed action and your county’s plan
• Engage with the Governor’s office during
the Governor’s Consistency Review period
to include inconsistencies with local plans

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:41 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - March 2, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 6:06 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - March 2, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Daily Legislative Update - March 2, 2022
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Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Interim Topics
Britney Butler (bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409) is collecting interim legislative
topics. Please identify issues complicated enough to warrant committee study and submit
topics no later than March 2nd.

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED Support
General File
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. Support
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. Support
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED Support
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED Monitor
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. Support
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Third Reading
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED Monitor
General File
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. Support
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED Oppose
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. ENGROSSED Monitor
HB0078 Bid rejection or denial for public works contracting. Oppose
Upon Noon Recess
Senate Appropriations
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. ENGROSSED Support
House Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. ENGROSSED Support
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. Support

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0006 ARPA funds for water and wastewater projects. ENGROSSED S Appropriations
recommend do NOT pass
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. ENGROSSED S introduced and referred
to S07 Corporations
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. S COW passed
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED S COW passed
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. S Labor recommend do
pass
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED S COW passed
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. ENGROSSED S introduced and referred to
S07 Corporations
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, 2nd reading
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. S COW passed
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. ENGROSSED S
introduced and referred to S07 Corporations
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. ENGROSSED S introduced
and referred to S02 Appropriations
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. S Revenue recommend do pass
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. S introduced and referred to S05 Agriculture
3

HB0078 Bid rejection on denial for public works contracting. S Appropriations
recommend do pass
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. ENGROSSED S introduced and
referred to S03 Revenue
HB0091 County officers - salaries. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW 1, COW 2, 2nd reading
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. H 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: 2nd reading
Senate Files
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. ENGROSSED H Transportation
recommend do pass amended
SF0019 County optional property tax refund program. H Revenue recommend do pass
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit managers act enhancements. ENGROSSED H introduced and
referred to H07 Corporations
SF0038 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions. ENGORSSED H Revenue recommend do pass
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. H introduced and referred to H08 Transportation
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. S 3rd reading
passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, 3rd reading
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED H COW
passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred to
H02 Appropriations
SF0082 Supplemental water development funding. ENGROSSED H introduced and
referred to H02 Appropriations
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. ENGROSSED H introduced and referred to H06
Travel

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links
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2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.
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The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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ISSUE 6

March 26th, 2022
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Albany County fairground~
Activity Building

Come join the FUN!!
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~- Issued in furtherance of extension work, acts of May 8 and june 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Deportment of Agriculture. Kelly Crone, Director, University of Wyoming Extension,

College of Agriculture and Narurol Resources. University of Wyoming Extension, University of Wyomin& Laramie, Wyoming 82071. The University of Wyoming is an equal opportunity/affirmative q_ction institution

4-H Council Meeting Minutes
February 1, 2022
Call to order: 6:32pm
Adjourned: 7:07pm
Pledges: American pledge was led by Charity Williams, 4-H pledge led by Selah Williams
Roll Call: Total in attendance via zoom or in person: 29 clubs represented: 12/16- Quorum met. Bunkhouse Bunch (1); Corduroy Queens and Kings (1);
Harmony Hustlers (2); High Plains (6); Little Horse Power (1); Little Laramie Valley (6); Maverick's (1); Rock Creek Valley (1); Smokin' Guns (1); Stompin'
Steamboats (3); Wild Brumbies (3); Yellow Jackets (2) Ext agent (1);
Reading/Approval of Minutes: Ruth Lake moved to approve; Thaddaeus Christensen 2nd; Motion passed
Treasurer's Report: Account balances read by Michelle Turner
American National Bank account- $6545.92
Expenses: $810.00 Wool judging-Denver
Income: $1000.00 wool judging (donor)
$147.57 Livestock judging-Denver
$666.72 Livestock judging-Denver
First Interstate Bank account- $12,738.85
Expenses: $100 - L. Cooper Horse Education
$643.75 Accident Insurance
Endowment- $20,000.00;
Wy State 4H Foundation is- $10,553.13
Question asked: how is it determined which account funds come from for expenses. Answer: ANB has balances for the various divisions that host
fundraising- ie: dog; shooting sports etc.
Will be submitted for audit
CorrespondenceN outh:
• Secretary Liz Williams read- pamphlet of 9th annual Laramie Home and Garden Show April 26
• Presented by Meaghan as students all at practice: Wool Judging report- Jan 11 JR team 1st across board; SR 2nd; see footnotes; then went to
o...:-.--?'-'=---,.s·tocksnow - SR--ctrallljJioliTe-C!f1'1,JJtawctre-ally"Well"1:ivlfsto"Cl\jmtging nrpo - ditiiabulurrsiniJenverNt'twesterrr='ilttrplace-Seeltaily dose-farmoreinfo and results, Practices Tue night at wool lab
Program/presentation: None
Committee Reports:
• Executive Committee- No report
• Awards Committee- Feb 10 have first meeting of the year
• Carnival Committee- meeting Feb 10; March 26 is carnival; food list will be in mailboxes end of this week, but theme not voted on yet- if you have
ideas- still open for suggestions; will have 2 inflatables -1 already spoken for; food booths- snow cone, cotton candy, popcorn- available if have not
done last year; booth sign up open- first come first serve
• Fundraising- herds will be in June; Carnival biggest fund raiser
• Member Activity Committee- : Julie Doyle reported :
o Valentine's Day dance- Fri June 11 at wool lab from 7-10pm; sign up for snacks will be coming; water provided; decorations picked up; decorate at
6:15pm night of
• Public Relations/Historian Committee- Jenna reported: will do a flyer for Valentine's and save the date for carnival
• Record Book Committee- Meaghan reported:
o Going to clubs- CQ8K and Stompin' Steamboats -let committee know if you want them to come and do training for your club;
o may start doing training meetings prior to council meetings 1st Tue of each month- watch for details

Other Reports:
• 4-H Foundation- Michelle Turner reported:
o Planning to do concession at dog show in May and county shoot in June; gun show has requested concessions be run, but need more help;
o Ag week- thinking of doing pot roast dinner and wanting to partner w/council; Ag week is March 22- probably cannot do the dinner as it's the same
day as carnival- suggestions -> have carnival theme around ag week stuff; have booth for ag education- suggested 'Agriculture in America' as
Carnival Theme- this idea will be submitted to the carnival committee
• Jr Leaders - met last night Jan 31; made plans for upcoming year.
o 4 main events with committees for each made: Rock climbing; fair BBQ; dances; haunted barn;
o

Hosting SE Area L~Mmhip GOnf~r5nGe- WOfKShODS

at University and gUgndin~ hM~~lball game ~eb ~~ -10 am; game at 2
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• Fair Board -2nd Mon;
o 3 new indoor superintendents: Lindsey Wheat, Jennifer Kirlin, and Mardee Aanonsen
o Judges committee has met; residency rule was approved but current members and their siblings who were showing in Albany County yet outside
the 'new residency parameters' were grandfather claused in and will continue to be able to show at fair;
o general comments made- great turnout, involvement and presenting perspectives from members and parents- keep it up
Old Business:
• SE Area Leader's Training- Feb 26: lOam; game at 2; Dry ice ice cream workshop verified; other workshops being worked on- hands on in nature. Not
lectures- open to youth middle school through high school as well as adult volunteers; Albany County hosting; inviting neighboring counties to attend;
more info to come; preregistration will be necessary
• Senior night - second Sr ight focused on scholarships; Daniel Galbraith from WY community foundation presented; gave info on what to do when
applying for scholarships and places to find scholarships. Planning to have more throughout coming months.
• Bazaar- April 9; Cindi Hewlett is chair; need set up and tear down -clubs can volunteer as community service; if know vendors/people that may want to
rent booth send notes to Cindi; pre-registration required; possibly invite downtown businesses to host a booth
• Other- new to 4-H meeting had a huge turnout- 26-28 people; Had lots of help to do hands on activities with the younger kids which was very helpful;
another meeting being planned for Feb; All club members and leaders need to be checking in with 1st and 2nd year members within clubs and help them
navigate.
New Business:
• Scholarship committee- need a chair and members; David Hansen and Jenna Strain volunteered from council; need a foundation member and a
community member. If you have a recommendation for a community member, contact ML
• Other? - none
Announcements:
• Next council meeting Tue. March 1, 2022 - 6:30
• Read FootNotes and Daily Dose
• Weigh in/tagging beef- tomorrow and Saturday
• Shooting starting this week and next week New group at Maker Space starting up
• If anyone NOT receiving daily dose- means not enrolled. Talk to your leader or ML and be sure you get enrolled. If not enrolled should not be taking
part in meetings etc.
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Sunny, with a chance of
Record Booking\
Helve you st«lrted your record book? Vo you tteed Cl record book? You CCltt pick otte up Clt the edettsiott office or ottlitte Clt:
httJ!s:l/'ftY.oextension.orglalbanycountyl!ID:youth-develoJ!ment/record-books/
There's also an instruction link available to guide you!

If you need help getting started or have questions on the best way to l<eep your records, please visit the Albany County 4-H website for
ideas/information (lin I< listed above) or contact the record boo!< committee, they are here to help!
~ If you he1Ve11't Cl(re«ldy, ste1rt your 4-H yee1r off right by begi~tKiKg your project report 110111, ~t~Clke those goe1ls Cllld write the~>~ dow11! Tke11 keep

up 011 your o~tgoi119 sectio11s (co~t~~t~uKity service e111d lee1dership e111d other Clctivities) by filli119 the~>~ out ClS you co~t~plete the te1sk!

$ Re~>~e~>~ber Record Books e1re e1 re~tuire~>~ellf, 11ot e111 optioKCl( ite~>~. 1 o be Cl4-H 111e111ber i11 good stClKdi~tg Cl record book ~teeds to be tur11ed i11
e1t the e11d of the 4-H yee1r. lhe book does 11ot he1ve to be judged but it does 11eed to be tur11ed ido the 4-H exte11sioK office.
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Project News
Archery~
1st & 2nd year members will start March 3rd & lOth
All other members start March 24th
lincoln Community Center {209 S. Cedar)
Three shooting times : 6-7, 7-8, 8-9pm
Archecy Key leader:
Shawn Hayes
760-7741

Cat '

J~

Crochet/Knitting
Tuesdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Extension Meeting Room
All are welcome! Meetings are weekly. Items you
will need to bring each week:
Hook or needles
Practice Yarn
Practice piece
Project Leader:
Gretchen Hulett gretchenhulett@gmail.com

No meeting in March next meeting
will be April 2nd!
Please call with questions.
Cat Key leader:
Connie Bierman 399-8092

March 24th , 5 :45pm
Extensio'ri Meeting ~o Oill ·
(youth 5-8yrs old)
Ouestions,_f2lease call
Mary Louise 307-630-1705

March 2, 9, 23, 30 5:30pm
Fairgrounds activity building
NO DOG DURING SPRING BREAK (March 16)
MARCH 2ND CLASS: DON'T BRING DOGS
LAST DAY to join Dog is March 9th. If there is a conflict
please call Vickyl
Please remember:
• bring all dog equipment (leash, choke collar, vinegar
water, plastic bag, etc .. } to every meeting!
• AN ADULT MUST BE PRESENT IN THE BUILDING OR
PARKING LOT DURING DOG CLASS (NO EXCEPTIONS!)

• All dogs over 1yr old must show with a choke chain for
show AND P-ractice for Obedience

,&. If you have not yet paid your $10 Discipline fee please
do so soon! ($15 for more than one kid in the project)
Dog Key Leader:
Vicky
760-4932

fabric & fashion
If you are interested in learning how to sew, the next
sewing class will be Sat. March 5th in the Extension
Meeting Room.
Beginners: 9-llam, lntermediate/Advanced:l-4pm
~ If you have a portable sewing machine that you like
to use, please bring it.
Beginners will be making a pillow case.
ouwill need: ~'
• 30 inches of one fabric (this fabric will be the main
part of the pillow case} ·
• 14 inches of a contrasting fabric of a woven fabric
such a s cotton or flannel
• matching thread
• Also bring your sewing basket with pins, sci ssors and a
seam ripper.
• .. Please prewash and iron your fabric before you
come to sewing!
• .. Remember to P-ractice sewing a seam and
threading_your machine before you come to the class
lf._you have a sewing machine at home.
lhtermediate and advanced sewers will work on projects
they have selected.
• If you want help selecting a project, you may contact
Freda (760-9728) or Mary Louise (721-2571 ).
We will meet once a month until fair. Parents are always
welcome to attend!
Future Sewing Day~
April 23
May 7
June 4

July 9

Please RSVP by: March 3rd to 721-2571 or
mwood8@uwyo.edu and also let us know if you need a
sewing machine!
!Lv.ou have any_questions,_f2lease call

~mda Di~e" 7A0-072R
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Project News
Horse
Tuesdays 6-8pm
Roping/Cattle: Sundays 3pm
Barrels/Poles Sundays Spm
UW Hansen Arena
&Please remember, you must have a Ho rs e ID/ Safety
Certification form on file at the Extension Office for
each horse you are planning to use in 4-H this year
and you must be currently enrolled in 4-H .
If you have questions or would like to check and see
which horse(s) you have on file, please call the
extension office at 721-2571.
Check Albany County Horse on Facebook and Daily
Dose for updates!
For Ouestions,_P-Iease call
Janette Parker 760-8589
HORSEMANSHIP
Wednesdays from 6-Spm, Range Arena
stay tuned to your emails and FootNotes for further
updates!
For Ouestions,_P-Iease call
Joe Wolf 399-7399

l eathercraft .._)
Leatherwork I
March 2 & 16 at 4:45pm
Leatherwork II March 9 & 23 at 4:45pm
Leatherwork Ill March 9 & 23 at 5 :45pm
Extension Meeting Room
~March 9th meetings will be in the Dining Room
Wednesday classes are closed to new members for
this year. Youth can still enroll and take the project
Leathercraft Key Leader:
Dan Lehman
761-1045

Virtual Photography Group will meet:
Feb. 28, March 14, 28, Aprilll , 25 & May 16

~;gn up
httP- s: / /forms.gle / 0 6yoKMVv2grnOayZA
(more info on page 7)

at:

~~

~

Poultry ':'
March 25th, Spm
Extension Meeting Room
Feather types, colors, feather groupings
(all things feather)
Ouestions,_f2lease call :
Ellie Riske
343-0053

Rabbit

0

March 28th
Beginners 6 :30pm, Advanced 7:30pm
Extension Meeting Room
Please bring a healthy RHDV2 vaccinated rabbit and a
carpet square for both classes. You must bring a copy
of your rabbit's vaccination record if it has expired
since last year.
If you do not have a rabbit yet or if you just want to
learn more about the project , come anyway there will
be a rabbit availab le for you to handle. We will spend
about 15 minutes of each meeting handling our rabb its
and improving our showmanship skill s.
Future Rabbit Meeting Dates
April 25
May 23
June 27

July 12

July 25

Albany County Fair Reguirements
All rabbits shown at Albany County Fair must have a
permanent tattoo in their left ear. Ink pen or marker
tattoos are not acceptable on rabbit entries. Rabbits for
breeding classes must be owned by June 1, 2022. Does
producing a meat pen must be owned by April15, 2022
Rabbit Meat Pen and Single Fcy.er for 2022
Rabbits must be 70 days or less in ag~ as of show day.
The rabbits must w e igh between 3 112 and 5 1/z P-ounds in
weight on show day. You are limited to two entries per
exhibitor. Each exhibitor will be allowed to sell one meat
pen or single fryer at the Albany County Livestoc k Sale if
the judge deems the rabbits "marketable". The limit of
two animals of diffe rent species per consignor is still in
effect.
lf_you have any....fluestions,_P-Iease call
Freda Dixon 760-9728
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Project News
Rabbit Hopping & Agility"
March 27th, 6:30pm (note change of date)
Fairgrounds Activity Building

&

All rabbits need to be vaccinated for RHDV2 to
participate in practices. You must bring a copy of your
rabbit's current vaccination record if Freda does not
have a copy.
You will need a flat webbed H harness and a 4-6 foot
leash for your rabbit. Harnesses and leashes are
available to borrow if needed.
We hope you will join us and give hopping and agility

~fil

Sport fishing

.J'\

Sport Fishers- we will not have a meeting in March
due to Spring Break and multiple schedule conflicts,
but start getting ready for the warmer months
ahead as the ice on our lakes and rivers begins to
come off we can start getting outside to fish.
Stay tuned for details on our next meeting; we will
meet again in April. In the meantime, keep
practicing those fishing knots!
Questions P-lease contact:
Jeff 760-2404

a tryl
Future Rabbit Agility and HoP-P-ing Meeting Dates
April 21
May 19
June 2, 16, 30
July 14, 28
!f._you have ~uestions P-lease contact
Freda Dixon 760-9728 or fdixon@bresnan.net.

Rifle & Pistol ._.
New-shooters (]Sfye-ar in woject) - Ttresdoy.!
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Previous shooters - Thursday~
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Two practice times available : 4-5:30pm OR 5:30-?pm
*please o.nly attend one time slot

S

urvival Class

March 20th, 4-6 pm
Extension Meeting Room
Bring your survival packs or what you have
for kits so far I
Questions P-lease contact :
Diane 760-9996
...,..__.- Tage 760-94&1

Swine

Practices will be held at the shooting range at the
Fairgrounds (west end of Beef Barn)

Please feel free to call Jessica if you have questions
or need help with anything!

Rifle & Pistol KeY. leader:
Roy Kern 760-1892

Questions,_P-Iease contact:
Jessica Parker
399-8202

Sheep& Goat
March 23rd, 5 :30pm
Fairgrounds Dining Room
We will be talking about feed and exercise.
Questions,_P-Iease contact :
Meaghan Stinson
760-8245

\J

isual Arts

0

No meeting this month
Questions P-lease contact
liz Williams 513-378-9189 lizwillij@gmail.com
(text or call & please leave your name. Email is
preferred as it's easier to keep track.

All 4th ilnd Sth. grade students are eligible to enter
(home-school, prwate, and public)
Download contest rules and compce.hensive

lesson plans at wyomingplt.org
Excellent lesson plans that are teachet·ready,
hands·on, creatl'.le, and FUN!
Increase students' knowledge of the Importance of
tr~s and forests in Wyoming
Meets national social studies. NeSS and Common
Core standards and et!hances Boy Scout, Cirl Scout
and FOSS programs

Prizes for both the wlrmlng :Student and teacher
•

$100 for 1st place

Cel~rate with state elected officials in April at the

Wyoming State 1\rbor Day Celebr:atlon in

INTERJ\IIOUNTAIN
LIVESTOCK
.JUDGES TRAlNI G
. ~~~
~~~-t~

MAY 12 - 14, 2022
SPANISH FORK, UTAH

Save-the-Date
We are excired to share the dates ror this
year"slntermounta.in Judges' Tra.i.ning. As

in tbcpa.st, we a.rc pJOJlllillgon bnving 8.11
adult and youth trad<. The commlttee i.s
still flna.liW>g the schedule, so mark your
calenda.r &lid stay tuned for detail a.

Younc hunters get to display their
shotgun, .22 rifle, muzzleloader and

Register online or downtoad the fonn on

archery mark:smanshfp, plus their

tf'le GarM & flf.h webs.ite at W&fd.wyo.cov

hunting judgement and wildlife 10

For more inform;atton call {307) 281-$980

Albany C ounty Catt lewom en
Se e Ext e nsion Office for application

Wyom ing Farm Bureau
httP-s: //www.ttY.fb.org /education /scholarshi

P-L

NILE Scho larsh i p
www.thenile.orgLP-/events/youth-events/295

Coll ege of Ag Brand of Ex cellen c e
httP-s: //www.uttY.o.edu lag P-rograms /scholarshi ~

Sullivan Supply
httP-s: / /www.su II ivansu P-P-iv-com /scho Iarsh i

W

Albany Cou nty 4-H Foundation & Counc il
httP-s: //wyoextension.org /albanycounty/4h-youthdevelof2ment/scholarshiw

Albany Cou nt y Farm Bu re au
htt~fb.org/albanY.

Laram ie Vall e y Rabbit Breeders A ssoc.
contact Freda Dixon fdixon@bresnan.net

•
•.:

Albany County Commissioners
httP-s: //www.co.albany.ttY..us/355/ScholarshiP-s

•

Albany County Stoc k Growers
See Exte nsio n Office for a pplica tion

Please read the eligibility criteria for each scholarship carefully!
University of Wyoming financia l aid:
httRs:!/www.uwy_o.edu/sfa/

Rabb\t sree er .
laram\e \/a\\ey
th Scho\arsh\P
(l\/RBA) '{ ou
. .

World Water Day
Artists and creative people of all ages are invited to enter the Albany
County Clean Water Advocates poster contest to celebrate World
Water Day, which is March 22.
This year's World Water Day theme is "Making the Invisible Visible"
and focuses on groundwater. Part of Laramie's drinking water supply
comes from groundwater that makes its way into the Casper Aquifer.
Deadline to submit and entry is March 15 and Nu2u Consignment
Shop near downtown Laramie.

All age groups are invited to submit an 18·inch by 24·inch poster in
any media. Prizes will be awarded for first place ($100), second place
($75) and third place ($50). Winning posters will be displayed in the
Albany County Courthouse.
For more information and rules, visit
I

\II

albanycountv.cleanwateradvocates.org

. 0 portun'•tY"··
Scho\atsh\\) \) d s Assodat\on

Ill

Association IS

023
Laramie
for the
sponsonng a~he applicant must be cu fFA Rabbit
school ye~r. h AlbanY county 4-\-\ or ) and have
involved In t e
ed out of the progr~m
. ct lor have ag
2 ears pnor to
pro}e
. l ) for at \east y
. t must be a
shown rabbit s \ication. 1he apphc~n school
submitting an .appb und graduating high
aduate
higher education ~\ enro\\ed in an undergr
. or be curren y
senior
o ram.
or vocational pr g
n\ication form
. and an aPr
t
r~f mOl~ }nforma~\On l fdillOfl@VTesnan.ne
contact Freda onwn adue April 1, 2022.
lons are
..
\. at"
App1C

~a\\ey :;~~~~;:;::ir;

?r~~!:
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2022 4-H Carnival Guidelines

"[xotic Places"
Dear 4-H Community Club Leaders:
This year we would like to stress the importance of the 4-H Carnival. Please remember and remind your members that the
money raised at the 4-H Carnival is the primary fundraiser for the Albany County 4-H Council. The 4-H Council is the governing
body of Albany County 4-H and provides support to clubs and individual members by monetary means. Another important
aspect of the 4-H Carnival is the promotion of 4-H to the youth of Albany County. This year the committee has set a goal of
raising $6,000 during carnival. The best way to reach this goal is by selling as many pre-sale tickets as possible. We ask you to
please help us reach our goal to support the youth of Albany County 4-H .
The 2022 4-H Carnival will be held Saturday, March 26th from 11:00 a.m . until 5:00 p .m. at t he Albany County Fairgrounds
Activity Building . This year's theme is "Exotic Places" . Each club has been assigned a geographic location.
Your Carnival Committee Members are:
Tammy Heggie
Nikki Rogers

745-7408

760-6380

Mary Louise Wood

630-1705

Tanner Rogers

760-2078

Cindy Wood

760-5568

Stacey Harvey 760-2482

Nicole Twing

221-9792

Tracy Fletcher 760-9669

1} BOOTHS
The activity building will be open on Friday, March 25th from 5 :30 to 8:00 p.m. and from 7:00 to 9:45 a.m . on Saturday, March
26th to set up booths. Leaders and parents- youth need to be helping decorate and set up your booth not just running wild!!
The clubs must provide all the supplies for setting up their booth . Clubs will not be reimbursed for supplies bought for their
booths. The activity building will be closed from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. for judging. Absolutely no club leaders, members,

_ - e!s.!.." !il! &e aJio~~JLi!' !h~buil~ipg atthJ§~ti'1'eJ~xc;:~t f_or committee members}.
Each club is responsible for cleaning up their booth . Booths cannot be taken down until after 5:00p.m. Prepare to have
everything put away by 7:00 p.m . Whatever trash will not fit in the trash dumpsters is the responsibility of the club to dispose of.

Please bring_your own ladders, brooms and dustP-ans.

2} POSTERS
Each club is asked to submit at least two posters to advertise the carnival; however, each club is encouraged to submit more
than t-.yo entries. The posters can be computer generated or hand made. The posters should be no larger than 11x17 inches.

Turn these into the Extension Office by 5:00p.m. on Friday, March 4th. Posters must be turned in by the deadline in-orderto be judged. The grand champion within each division (Junior, Intermediate, and Senior) will be awarded $15 .00 and the
reserve champion in each division will receive $10 .00. The Carnival committee will distribute posters.
The divisions are:
• Junior 4-H member- 8 to 10 years of age as of January 1, 2022
•

Intermediate 4-H member- 11 to 13 years of age as of January 1, 2022

•

Senior 4-H member- 14 years or older as of January 1, 2022

Posters should include:
1. What (4-H Carnival)
2. Theme (Exotic Places)
3. Time (11:00 a .m. -5:00p.m.)
4. Date (Saturday, March 26, 2022)
5. Place (Albany County Fairgrounds Activity Building)
6. Club name and individual's name (on the back of the poster)
7. Age as of January 1st, 2022 of the member making the poster (on the back of the poster)
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2022 4H Carnival Guidelines cont.

"[xotic Places"
3.) Pre-sale CouP-ons
Each member is asked to sell at least two {2} $5 .00 coupons. This year we are again asking leaders to challenge their members to
sell ten $5 .00 coupons. The club who sells the most pre-sale coupons will receive a cash prize of $100.00 . We will publish the club
w ho is our top se ller in the Ap ril FootNotes. Leaders - Please be sure to turn in your coupon tally sheet with your money by

Tuesday, March 22nd!
Each coupon can be redeemed for 25 tickets at the Carn ival Ticket Office on the day of the carnival. If patrons pay by check for
t heir coupons, plea se have them make the checks payable to the c lub . You may request more coupons from the Extension Office.
Historica lly, when the p re-sale of coupons is good, then the carniva l makes money!
Unsold coupons and coupon money must be turned in to the Ext ension Office no later Tuesday, March 22, 2022 - NO

EXCEPTIONS. Each club should turn in the money and unsold coupons in one envelope. Please only one check per club for
all ticket sales. Clubs who do not meet the deadline create a hardship for the committee and the 4-H Council Treasurer.

4.) CAKES FOR THE CAKEWALK
Each club is asked to furnish one cake for every two families {no cupcakes please-store bought cakes are accepted, however only
home-baked/decorated will be j udged }. Put cakes on a stiff piece of cardboa rd and wrap with protective covering . Absolutely

no cakes will be accepted without being covered and labeled. Labe l each cake showing th e !Y.P-e of cake a nd frosting on toPof t he cake so .t he winners can see what kind of cake it is. Please P-JdLxour name, age and club name on the bottom of xour cake .
If members want cakes to be judged they must be received at the cake area by 10 a.m . on Satu rdaY., March 26th . No late cakes
accepted for judg ing . In order to have your cake judged, you must have it in the age group of t he decorator. Please use the
carniva l theme if decorating to be judged . The grand prize w ithin each division is $15 .00 and the reserve prize is $10 .00. All other
cakes must be received by 11 :00 a.m. and checked in with the ca rn iva l committee so that each club receives credit for them. All
winning cakes will be displayed near the carnival ticket office .

We win again be aucfioniifg oH ffle winning ca es to lie highesrtilc/, erma· I eni'a ilction ana1he wmning -biOS w il/ 6 e
announce d during the awards presentation. Only bids that are wriHen legibly will be accepted! We would love to have
more participation for the decorating contest!!
The divisions a re :
• Junior: Decorated by 4 - H member-8 to 10 years of age as of 1-01-22
•

Intermediate: Decorated by 4-H member- 11 to 13 years of age as of 1- 01- 22

•

Senior: Decorated by 4-H member- 14 years or older as of 1-01-22

• Adult: Decorated by ad ults associated with 4-H

5.) REQUIREMENTS FOR CONCESSIONS FOOD BOOTH
Each club w ill receive an e-mail with food requested for carniva l. All food items must be turned in by Friday night, March 25th

during booth set up from 5 :30- 8:00 p.m. If food items are not turned in by the deadline, the carnival committee will purchase
t he it em and require reimbursement from t he club. This is not an invitation for the carnival committee to take care of a club's

responsibility. All items must be checked in with a Carnival Committee member to receive c redit for your club.

6.) POPCORN, SNOWCONE, AND COTTON CANDY BOOTHS
These booths wil l be offered to c lubs not running them last year on a first come, first serve basis. Requests will be accepted
starting February 2 1st by calling Cindy Wood at 760-5568. Supplies will be provided for these booths but all decorations will be the
responsibility of t he club.

7.) INFLATABLE BOOTHS
These booths w ill be offered to clubs not running them last year on a first come, first serve basis. Requests will be accepted by
cal ling Cindy Wood at 760- 5568.
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"[xotic Places·
8.) BINGO
Bingo will be available for clubs to run this year just as the inflatable or food booths. It will be given out on a first come, first serve
basis each year with a different club having it each year as well. Each club is asked to b ring 2 prizes (white elephant or no more
t han $5) .

.2) OTHER MONEY MAKING PROJECTS
No club raffles or any other type of money- making project du ring the carnival will be permitted during carnival hours. This is a
county money-making project only. C lubs can hold raffles as part of a booth if cleared by t he carnival committee and money
earned goes to the 4 - H Council.

10) KING

I QUEEN I PRINCE I PRINCESS I DUKE I DUCHESS

Each club is allowed to submit six names to the Carnival Committee:
King - Senior 4 - H member
Oueen - Senior 4-H member
Prince - Intermediate 4 - H member
Princess- Intermediate 4-H member
Duke - Junior 4 - H member
Duchess - Junior 4 - H member
Each person can only be a candidate every other year and must be decided on by their 4 -H club.

***Please Note: Each candidate is to bring a covered ancJ decorated coffee can with their name, club, position running
for {King, Oueen, etc.) and a picture of themselves. Cans not following these guidelines, may not be incluclecl in the royalty
contest. Cans must have a re m ovable lie/ so that the Carnival CommiHee can count ,ticke ts dep osited throughout the clay.
Roy_alty_ Cans must be checked in with the Carnival CommiHee by_ 10 am on Saturday_ morning!! No cans will be acceP-ted
after that! ***
Each candidate is voted on by the public depositing tickets in the can of the person that th ey would like to win the title. The
candidate in each cat egory with the most t ickets at the end of the day is the winner. Remember this is a very big money maker for
the carnival and participation is helpful to reach our fund raising goal. However, if your club does not have a candidate for one of
the positions, please do not leave it blank but put none on the club info sheet in packet.

10.) TICKET SELLERS
The following are responsible for providing two adults to sell tickets d uring the listed time at the carnival. Each club is required to
list their ticket sellers on their club registration form {where indicated).
10:50 - 12:00 Critter Creek {I } & Smokin' Guns {I)/Li ttl e Horse Power
12:00 - 1:00 Montessori {1} & Centennial Valley {I) / Mavericks
1:00 - 2:00 Rock Creek {I} & Speed Goats {I)/Corduroy Oueens & Kings
2 :00- 3:00 Gem City 4-Leaf Clovers/Yellow Jackets
3:00 - 4 :00 Bunkhouse Bunch
4 :00 - 5 :00 Key Leaders
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tic Places"
12.} PRIZE BOOTH ATTENDANTS

The following are responsible for providing three adults to exchange prizes for tokens during the listed time at the carnival. Each
club may divide their prize booth time up as they see fit as long as three adults are at the booth at all times. Each club is required
to list all their prize booth attendants on their club registration form (where indicated) .
o 11:00- 12:30 Stompin' Steamboats
o 12:30-2:00 Harmony Hustlers
o 2:00 - 3:30 Little Laramie Va lley
o 3:30- 5:00 Wild Brumbies

13.} CARNIVAL AWARDS PRESENTATION
Awards for the following competitions will be awarded during a presentation at 4 :30 p .m. on Saturday, March 26th in front of the
Carnival Ticket Office, p lease have a representative for each club available:
Poster Decoration Winners
Cake Decoration Winners
Cake Auction Winners
Booth Decoration Winners
Royalty Winners

Please remember that participating in the Albany County 4-H Carnival
is a requirement of Albany County 4-H . That does not meant that you have to be present on the 26th. There are
tons of ways to be involved!!!

Club registration i b ooth reg uest, rov.olty, ticket sellers, etc.-) m ust be tu rne d
in to the extension office bv. March 4th!!

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
Ads may be modified by Extension Staff to fit in the ad space available.
All ads must be submitted to the Extension Office no later than the 3rd
Friday of every month.
Classified ads m ust apply to 4-H projects or to 4-H members or leaders.
Ads will remak posted for two months or until the office is notified that
the product is no longer available.

•
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toll-" Meeting=

~ Summ.ewt£ee,

March 8th, 2022
Extension Meeting Room, 6pm
Dinner is provided! Please RSVP by March 7th to
Mary Louise at: mwood8@uwyo.edu
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THIS WILL BE THE LAST TIME THIS TYPE OF
MEETING WILL BE OFFERED THIS 4-H YEAR! UNLESS
THERE IS INTEREST FOR ONE ON MARCH 30TH.
PLEASE LET MARY LOUISE KNOW IF THIS
WORKS BETTER!

!awwvW~

March2022
'

'

Cr;,chet/ Knit Project
New Shooters
Visual Arts

,

.'

Leathercraft 1
Dog Project

~ . \

..

~,

.,-

Archery-1st & 2nd yr.
Previous Shooters

Sewing Project

4- H Council

6

7

CRITTER CREEK

CENTENNIAL VALLEY
GEM CITY
WILD BRUMBIES

Horse Project

8

9

10

SPEED GOATS
Crochet/ Knit Project
New Shooters

Leathercraft 3&4
Dog Project

11

12

18

19

25

26

LITTLE HORSE POWER
Archery-1st & 2nd yr.
Previous Shooters

Ne w t o4- H

13

14

HARMONY HUSTLERS
SMOKIN' GUNS

YELLOW JACKETS

15

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

Previous Shooters

St. Patrick's Day~

Fairboard

22

20
STOMPIN' STEAMBOATS

23

24

Q&K
Crochet/ Knit Project
New Shooters

Horse Project
Survival Class

Albany Co. 4-H
Due

Spring Begins

Horse Project
Rabbit Hop & Agility

17

Crochet/ Knit Project
New Shooters

Horse Project

27

16

29

28
Rabbit Project

Crochet/ Knit Project
New Shooters

Archery
Previous Shooters

Leathercraft 3&4
Dog Project
Sheep/ Goat Projcet

CLOVERBUDS

31

30
Dog Project

Previous Shooters

Se n io r Night

Poultry

~
Casper College
livestock Judging

• ~ ~~-'/
lr~~~t1
.... .... .... ...
•
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Information for
AP-ril Footnotes due by:
March Z3rd\\

1
Albany County Extension Office
3520 S. 3rd St, Suite A
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone : 307-721-2571

Sincerely,
Email:

/tya;-1 ;(~ ~

mwood8@uwyo.edu
albanyco@uwyo.edu

Mary Louise Wood
Sarah Gonzalez

Mary Louise Wood, 4-H/Youth Extension Educator
&

Office Hours:

£ar~(J~~

Monday-Friday
Sam-Noon & 1-5pm

Sarah Gonzalez, Administrative Assistant

Footnotes available online at:
www. uwxo .ed u Ices I countY. I alba nx/ newsletters. html

& 4h.zsuite .org.

April2022
Saturday
2
Cat Project

3

4

CRITTER CREEK

CENTENNIAL VALLEY
GEM CITY
WILD BRUMBIES

5

Horse Project

7

6

Crochet/Knit Project
Muzzle loading-start up*
New Shooters.
Visual Arts

Leathercraft 1
Dog Project

8

9

15

16

Archery
Previous Shooters

4-H Council

10
HARMONY HUSTLERS
SMOKIN' GUNS

12

11
BUNKHOUSE BUNCH
YELLOW JACKETS

Horse Project

13

14

SPEED GOATS
Crochet/Knit Project
Muzzle loading*
New Shooters

LITTLE HORSE POWER

Leathercraft 3 & 4
Dog Project

Archery
Previous Shooters

Poultry

Fair board

17

18

20

9

CORDUROY Q&K
HIGH PLAINS
LITTLE LARAMIE VALLEY

Crochet/Knit Project
Muzzle Loading*
New Shooters

Leathercraft 1
Shotgun-start up
Dog Project

Easter

24

21

22

23

Archery
Previous Shooters
Rabbit Hop & Agility
Sheep/ Goat Project

Sewing Project

Nationai4-H Conference A ril19-24

26

5

27

28

29

30

STOM PIN' STEAMBOATS
Horse Project
Survival Class

Nt'I4-H Conf.

Rabbit Project

)R. LEADERS

Crochet/ Knit Project
Muzzle Loading*
New Shooters

Leaihercraft 3 & 4
Shotgun
Dog Project

Archery
Previous Shooters

Poultry

State 4-H Meat
& Wool Judging

4-H Project Assistance Fund
Name:------~~~~~~~~-------=~~-- Date: _____________

Club:----~~~~----------~~~~---- Age: __~---------

Address:

Phone: _ _ _ _ __

4-H Project(s) that you are requesting funds

for:-------~--

Amount Requested (limit of $100- not to be used for the purchase of market animals):

List items, their costs, and why you need assistance with these items:

4-H Member's Signature

Parent's Signature

4-H Leader's Signature
(Leader is also asked to attach a statement of support)
For more information call the Extension Office at 721 .2571 . Mail this application to:

Albany County Extension Office

~5~0 S 3rd Street, Suite A
Laramie, WY 82070

Ali UNI V ER- SITY
~ of W yOMING

PRESORT STAN DARD
US POSTAGE PAID
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EXTENSION

Laramie, W'f
Pennit # 15

,J'

3520 S. 3rd St, Suite A
Laramie, WY 82070
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ALBANY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
525 E GRAND AVE
LARAMIE , WY 82070-3836

~:
4-H Council--Extension Meeting Room
Tuesday, March 1st
6 :00pm
** Ea c h club is a s ked to se nd 2 r e presentatives to e v e ry
coun c il m ee ting **

8Jiit ~ k/uJJJt?

FOO TN OT ES IS A V A ILABL E
ON LI NE BY LOGGING INT O YOUR
ZS UITE ACCOUNT

4-H Foundation--Extension Meeting Room
TBD

Fair Board--Fairgrounds Activity Building
Monday. March 14th
6 :30pm

88

ttapp~

8t. Patrickli
Da~!

0

#BXtiRGTB CAR - R\ .tOT**C-018 MIX COMA1[
~1117588620/9" WWD
9 008 14140001 'Pll4 9 26930 383495
ALBAtiY COUtiTV COMHISSIOHERS
ALBA I-IV COUHTV , COMMISSIOHERS ~
27
525 E GRAtiD AYE RM. 2.02 - .J
II ., .
LARAMIE WV 82070-3852
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:48 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - March 3, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2022 6:05 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - March 3, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Daily Legislative Update - March 3, 2022
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Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:00 a.m.
Senate Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. ENGROSSED Support
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. ENGROSSED Support
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. ENGROSSED
Monitor
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. ENGROSSED Monitor
House Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
SF0010 Predator control. Support
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. Support
Third Reading
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED Support
General File
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. Support
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. ENGROSSED Support
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. Support
2

HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED Oppose
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. ENGROSSED Monitor
Third Reading
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. Support
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED Support
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED Monitor
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. Support
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED Monitor
General File
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. ENGROSSED Support
Upon Noon Recess
House Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. ENGROSSED Support
House Transportation, Highways and Military Affairs
SF0041 Expanding next generation 911. Support
Senate Revenue
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
Upon Adjournment
Senate Agriculture, State and Public Lands and Water Resources
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. ENGROSSED Monitor
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. Support
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. ENGROSSED Support

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. S 2nd reading passed
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, 2nd reading
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED S 2nd reading passed
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED S COW passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED S COW passed
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 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. S 2nd reading passed
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. ENGROSSED S
Appropriations recommend do pass
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. S COW passed
HB0078 Bid rejection on denial for public works contracting. S failed COW
HB0091 County officers - salaries. ENGROSSED S introduced and referred to S02
Corporations
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED S 3rd reading laid back
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW 1, COW 2, 2nd reading

Senate Files
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. H Travel recommend
do pass
SF0009 Revenue bonds for agricultural endeavors. ENGROSSED H Agriculture
recommend do pass
SF0038 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions. ENGORSSED H Appropriations recommend
do pass
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. H COW passed
SF0050 Government waste, fraud, abuse and whistleblower protection. ENGROSSED H
introduced and referred to H02 Appropriations
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED H 2nd
reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee, 2nd reading 4, 2nd reading 5,
2nd reading 9, 2nd reading 10, 2nd reading 11, 2nd reading 12, 2nd reading
13
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. ENGROSSED H Judiciary recommend do
pass

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links
 2022 Budget Session Schedule
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2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
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this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, March 4, 2022 12:08 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: E-Buzz March 4th

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Laramie Chamber Business Alliance <jboudreau@laramie.org>
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 9:46 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: E-Buzz March 4th
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
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E-BUZZ
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance | March 4, 2022

FBLA Judges Needed
Wyoming Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) is seeking
business professionals to serve as
judges during its 2022 State
Leadership Conference at UW,
March 16-18th. Wyoming FBLA
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looks forward to possibly working
with you!!
Learn more about judging and
volunteering here..

Gro-Biz Conference, March 8 - 10
The GRO-Biz Conference is
Wyoming’s premier government
contracting event.
Every year, federal, state, and local
government agencies pay millions of
dollars to small businesses in
Wyoming. You may be surprised at
the types of products and services
that are being sought.
More Here
.

2022 Annual Business Awards
The voting will remain open through
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March 7th., 5:00 pm. One vote per
member organization please.
Categories for 2022 are,
Large Business of the Year
Small Business of the Year
Businessperson of the Year
Jim Cavalli Service to Others
The Shuster Award
The Castle Award
Nonprofit of the Year
Vote here today.

Covid Relief Grants & Loans
The Laramie Chamber Business
Alliance and City of Laramie
continue the availability of grants and
loans to support COVID-19 recovery
and relief for local businesses!
>>>Grant/Loan Information<<<

WORKSHOPS / TRAINING / OPPORTUNITIES
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Wyoming Small Business Development Center
So That's Where the Money Goes
Online Training
Thurs., Mar. 10th, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Wyoming Women's Business Center
Fostering Cybersecurity Through Employee Engagement
Webinar
Tues., Mar. 8th, 11:00 am

WELCOME 2021 NEW MEMBERS!
Fire Tribe
Gem City Bison
Wyo Auto Glass
Wyo Dent
Homestar
Integrated Computer Consulting
Enroll Wyoming
H&R Block
Sears Hometown Store
Seneca Creek Studios
Revolution Hair Studio
Invenergy
Pete's Builders
Advanced Comfort Solutions
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The Human Bean

MEMBER MESSAGE BOARD
If you would like to submit an ad or an article for the E-Buzz, please email jboudreau@laramie.org
Thursday before noon. LCBA Member benefits include advertising in the weekly E-BUZZ.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

LCBA JOB BANK


View other available jobs
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Post Jobs

Other Local Job Sites


WWC Engineering



Ark Regional Services



Climb Wyoming



Ivinson Memorial Hospital Careers



City of Laramie Employment Opportunities



University of Wyoming Employment Opportunities



Trihydro Job Opportunities



Cathedral Home for Children Careers



Premier Bone and Joint Centers
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THANK YOU TO OUR E-BUZZ SPONSORS
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The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance is a member-based,
non-profit organization located in Laramie, Wyoming. Its main
objective is to attract and retain primary jobs, along with
facilitating the expansion and development of existing businesses
in order to achieve sustainable growth and improve the economic
well-being of the City of Laramie and Albany County citizens in
Wyoming.

Copyright © *2021* *Laramie Chamber Business Alliance*, All rights reserved.
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Our mailing address is:
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
528 South Adams Street
Laramie, WY. 82070
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, March 4, 2022 9:22 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Daily Legislative Update - March 4, 2022

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 6:05 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Daily Legislative Update - March 4, 2022
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Daily Legislative Update - March 4, 2022
1

Today's report from WCCA Executive Director, Jerimiah Rieman:

Today's Schedule
Watch Live - Wyoming Legislature YouTube Channel
8:00 a.m.
House Appropriations
SF0080 Omnibus water bill - construction. ENGROSSED Support
10:00 a.m.
House Floor Session
Second Reading
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. Support
SF0009 Revenue bonds for agricultural endeavors. ENGROSSED Support
SF0018 County road maintenance fund amendments. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
Third Reading
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. Support
General File
SF0038 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0010 Predator control. Support
SF0027 Dissolution of county boards - authority. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
SF0053 Local government liability pool amendments. Support
SF0102 Second Amendment Protection Act. ENGROSSED Support
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. ENGROSSED Support
Senate Floor Session
Second Reading
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. ENGROSSED Support
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. ENGROSSED Support
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. ENGROSSED Monitor
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HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. ENGROSSED
Monitor
Third Reading
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. Support
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED Oppose
HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. ENGROSSED Monitor
General File
HB0063 County and district attorneys - salary amendments. ENGROSSED Support
HB0089 Monthly ad valorem tax revisions - enforcement. ENGROSSED Strongly Support
Upon Noon Recess
House Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions
SF0036 Pharmacy benefit manager act enhancements. ENGROSSED Oppose
Senate Appropriations
HB0091 County officers - salaries. ENGROSSED Support

Action Requested
 Contact local Senate and House members concerning WCCA bills of interest

(see the link below). Action Level - Normal

Recent Action on Bills of Interest
House Bills
HB0002 Disposition of water rights. ENGROSSED S Agriculture recommend do pass
HB0015 Political subdivision club liquor licenses. ENGROSSED S COW passed
HB0021 Repealing exemption for one-way pagers. S 3rd reading passed
HB0022 Industrial revenue bonds - PILOT payments. ENGROSSED S 3rd reading failed
HB0033 Community health services - continued redesign efforts. S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0037 Juvenile justice data reporting. ENGROSSED S 3rd reading passed
HB0042 Local government distributions. ENGROSSED S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW, 2nd reading
HB0047 Local impact assistance payments. ENGROSSED S 2nd reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0055 Liquor licenses - airport exemption. ENGROSSED S COW passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0056 Examination of books of certain districts and entities. ENGROSSED S COW
passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee
HB0059 Workers' compensation - COVID-19. S 3rd reading passed
HB0060 Fiscal training and enforcement of financial reporting laws. ENGROSSED S
COW passed
3

HB0065 County tax protest - filing date. S 2nd reading passed
HB0073 Omnibus water bill - planning. S Agriculture recommend do pass
HB0100 Redistricting of the legislature. ENGROSSED S 3rd reading passed
 Adopted amendments: standing committee, COW 1, COW 2, 2nd reading,
3rd reading 1, 3rd reading 2, 3rd reading 3, 3rd reading 6, 3rd reading 7, 3rd
reading 8, 3rd reading 9
HB0137 State land exchanges - public notice. ENGROSSED S Agriculture recommend do
pass
Senate Files
SF0007 Wyoming gaming commission - scrivener error correction. H COW passed
SF0009 Revenue bonds for agricultural endeavors. ENGROSSED H COW passed
SF0010 Predator control. H Agriculture recommend do pass
SF0012 Airport restaurant liquor licenses. ENGROSSED H Corporations recommend do
pass
SF0046 Solid waste cease and transfer program funding. H 2nd reading passed
SF0066 American rescue plan act recovery funds appropriations. ENGROSSED H 3rd
reading passed
 Adopted amendment: standing committee, 2nd reading 4, 2nd reading 5,
2nd reading 9, 2nd reading 10, 2nd reading 11, 2nd reading 12, 2nd reading
13, 3rd reading 3, 3rd reading 5, 3rd reading 6, 3rd reading 7, 3rd reading
9.01, 3rd reading 11, 3rd reading 12, 3rd reading 15
SF0086 Wildfires one-call exemption. ENGROSSED H Travel recommend do pass
amended

2022 Legislation
The 66th Wyoming Legislature is considering 163 House Bills/Joint Resolutions and 116
Senate Files/Joint Resolutions. The WCCA is tracking these bills which impact
(positively/negatively) county budgets and/or operations:
2022 WCCA Legislative Tracking Sheet
This document is updated continuously and posted to Dropbox. Please contact Kelli Little
at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409 for access details.

Legislative Quick Links






2022 Budget Session Schedule
2022 Budget Session Bills
Legislative Meetings
Contact Information - Senators
Contact Information - Representatives
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 Committees

Legislative Session Schedule
Budget Session Schedule
March 4th - Budget bill - joint conference committee deadline. Interim topic request
deadline.
March 7th - Last day for bills to be reported our of committee in the second house. Budget
bill - adoption of the joint conference committee report deadline.
March 8th - Last day for committee of the whole on bills in the second house.
March 9th - Last day for second reading on bills in the second house.
March 10th - Last day for third reading on bills in the second house.
March 11th - Joint conference committee reports. Adjourn by midnight.

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union

The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.
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Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Sunday, March 6, 2022 5:08 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

From: Marty Weems <mweems@westernrareearths.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2022 3:32 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.
Thank you Commissioner Gosar,
Will do.
MW
On Sun, Mar 6, 2022 at 13:51 Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:

Good afternoon, Marty. Thank you for reaching out and keeping us informed. I would appreciate any
updates that you might have in the future. Have a wonderful week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:43 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

mweems@westernrareearths.com

1

Your Name

Marty Weems

Subject

Rare Earths mineral project in NE Albany County

Message

Hello Honorable Commissioners of Albany County,
I hope you are doing well and surviving the winter winds.
We are working on a Rare Earths mineral deposit in NE Albany
County near the Platte County line. With a project area
exceeding 2000 acres now, we have 4 Exploration leases on
State land and over a thousand acres of BLM minerals
claimed.
We are especially excited about our collaboration with UW
School of Energy Resources in support of their work on the
CORE-CM project.
This month, March 2022, we will be drilling for the first time on
this project. Surface mapping and sampling have exceeded our
expectations but the drill is the real truth machine. We know
that the site of a drill rig on the horizon will bring questions, so
we wanted to reach out and offer to provide update
conversations proactively. I plan to be in Cheyenne, Laramie
and Wheatland in April. I can be available by phone or ZOOM
most anytime in March.
Respectfully,
Marty Weems

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

-Respectfully,
Marty Weems
Marty Weems MSc; MBA
President – North America
American Rare Earths Limited
and its US Subsidiaries
Western Rare Earths,
La Paz Rare Earths, LLC &
Wyoming Rare (USA) Inc
428 E Thunderbird Rd
Suite 435
Phoenix AZ 85022
2

Email: MWeems@WesternRareEarths.com
On the web at westernrareearths.com
+1 623-469-0000 office
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Sunday, March 6, 2022 5:07 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2022 1:51 PM
To: mweems@westernrareearths.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Good afternoon, Marty. Thank you for reaching out and keeping us informed. I would appreciate any updates
that you might have in the future. Have a wonderful week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:43 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

mweems@westernrareearths.com

Your Name

Marty Weems

Subject

Rare Earths mineral project in NE Albany County

Message

Hello Honorable Commissioners of Albany County,
I hope you are doing well and surviving the winter winds.
We are working on a Rare Earths mineral deposit in NE Albany
County near the Platte County line. With a project area
exceeding 2000 acres now, we have 4 Exploration leases on
1

State land and over a thousand acres of BLM minerals
claimed.
We are especially excited about our collaboration with UW
School of Energy Resources in support of their work on the
CORE-CM project.
This month, March 2022, we will be drilling for the first time on
this project. Surface mapping and sampling have exceeded our
expectations but the drill is the real truth machine. We know
that the site of a drill rig on the horizon will bring questions, so
we wanted to reach out and offer to provide update
conversations proactively. I plan to be in Cheyenne, Laramie
and Wheatland in April. I can be available by phone or ZOOM
most anytime in March.
Respectfully,
Marty Weems

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, March 7, 2022 4:45 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting - Wednesday, March 9th @ 5 p.m.
Site Plan CU-03-22.pdf

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 1:34 PM
To: Bern Hinckley <bhinckley@aol.com>; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy
<agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell Platt <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Nancy Sindelar <sindynan@juno.com>; Kayla J. White <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>;
Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Subject: RE: Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting - Wednesday, March 9th @ 5 p.m.
Hello,
I failed to include the site plan for application CU-03-22 (CP&L – Highway 11). I have attached the site plant and will
include this in the packet online as well.
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
From: David C. Gertsch
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2022 1:15 PM
To: BHinckley@aol.com; Geoffrey Thyne <geoffthyne@gmail.com>; Keith Kennedy <agrimind@wyoming.com>; Maura
1

Hanning <mhanning10@gmail.com>; Mikell <mikellplatt@charter.net>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Joseph Wilmes <jwilmes@co.albany.wy.us>; Matthew Ayres
<mayres@co.albany.wy.us>; Nancy Sindelar <sindynan@juno.com>; Kayla J. White <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>;
Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Bree Burton <Bree@y2consultants.com>
Subject: Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting - Wednesday, March 9th @ 5 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission Members,
I have included the link to the agenda packet for next week’s regular meeting that will be held on Wednesday, March 9 th
in-person at 5 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room in the Albany County Courthouse. If you would like a hard copy of the
agenda, let me know and I will print one off for pick up. A Zoom link is included and the script for the meeting is
attached. See you next week.
Link to agenda packet:
https://www.co.albany.wy.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03092022-321
Zoom link:
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvc-CprjMsG92wYlaux_tOsqUVnyNoZsri
Thanks,
David C. Gertsch
Planning Director, Albany County
Office (307)721-2568
Direct (307)721-1866
1002 South Third Street
Laramie, WY 82070
www.co.albany.wy.us/planning.aspx
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