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Commissioners
Your Email Address

somm8@icloud.com

Your Name

Ruth C Sommers

Subject

rail tie considerations, biological

Message

Commissioners,
I realize you do not have to take into consideration issues of
impacts to wildlife when looking at WECS application, but
thought you still might find of interest some of the problems
noticed in the draft EIS for Rail Tie. Even though you may defer
action on these issues to the ISC, it may not be beyond your
ability to pass along concerns should you have them. Some of
ours are listed below:

Mr. Wieringa
Western Area Power Administration
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Headquarters Office A9402
Post Office Box 281213
Lakewood, Colorado 80228-8213
Mr. Wieringa:
WAPA’s draft EIS for the Rail Tie project in southern Albany
County, Wyoming inaccurately assumes big game species do
not abandon habitats within or adjacent to wind energy
facilities. This portion of the EIS should be reconsidered as the
research cited in the technical report does not support this
conclusion. The three studies referred to in the draft EIS
technical report are irrelevant to this project, and one perhaps
even to big game.
The first report cited in WAPA’s EIS’s Biological Resources
Evaluation Technical Report, pg. 40 is one conducted at the
Elkhorn Valley Wind Farm in Oregon. This study is not a study
of big game use of a wind farm but is a post-construction avian
and bat monitoring report; perhaps big game was inci-dentally
noted during avian and bat surveys on the project, but this is
not a study of big game use of a wind farm.
The second report cited is one done in Wyoming on pronghorn
antelope at the Foot Creek Rim (FCR) facility near Arlington.
As the name implies, turbines in that location are cited at the
top of a rim which is cliff-like on one side with a steep incline on
the other. The report specifically states the area adjacent to
and including FCR received comparably little use by pronghorn
throughout the year (pgs. 28, 29). The highest use observed
was in the eastern portion of their much larger survey area,
away from the turbines. The report also indicates the FCR did
not historically have pronghorn winter concentrations, nor did
FCR appear to be an important pronghorn parturition area.
Therefore, it concluded, it did not appear that development of
the wind plant on FCR would have significant impact on
wintering or fawning pronghorn. It is unlikely they would be
displaced from an area where they were not historically
observed.
The third study referenced in WAPA’s EIS is one done by
Walter et al in 2006 on ten collared elk in a wind facility with 45
turbines on private land in southwest Oklahoma. This study is
also cited in the Hermosa EIS in 2009 but used with this
caveat: “…however both the vegetation and acreage of the
proposed project site (Hermosa West) are significantly different
than that described in the Oklahoma study so comparisons
cannot be drawn.” (Shell Wind Energy. 2012. Hermosa West

2

Wind Energy Project Draft EIS at 4.3.3.2.1, pg. 4.3-44). That
cautionary statement is not reiterated in WAPA’s draft EIS for
Rail Tie.
The Biological Resources Evaluation ignored significant recent
studies in nearby Carbon County, Wyoming demonstrating that
pronghorn did avoid their traditional winter range after the
Dunlap Ranch wind facility was developed. (Smith, Kurt T,
Taylor, et al, 2019. Pronghorn Winter Resource Selection
before and after Wind Energy Development in South-Central
Wyoming. Rangeland Ecology & Management 72 (2020) pgs
227-33.) Their results “indicated that pronghorn avoided wind
turbines within their winter home ranges during the operational
phase after development.” This was observed for two winters
following construction (2011 and 2012). They note further
investigation is needed over longer periods of time, and indeed
this study is ongoing, but warn that “managers should expect
some loss of otherwise functional habitat when siting wind
energy projects in pronghorn winter range.”
The draft EIS itself recognizes that habitat fragmentation is
linked to reduction in population sizes and connectivity, and
that fragmentation affects different species in different ways. It
also recognizes that disturbance during construction is
anticipated to limit the mobility of wildlife and disrupt life-cycle
activities. On pg. 3-34, the Dunlap Ranch study of pronghorn
avoidance of traditional winter range is mentioned, along with
Sawyer’s extensive work on long-term mule deer avoidance of
oil and gas infrastructure. But the recognition of the findings in
these studies is then dismissed, with a concluding sentence on
page 34 that the Walter et al research used in TetraTech’s
Biological Resources Evaluation found otherwise. The Walter
et al study was likewise cited as evidence of elk use within
wind energy facilities ten years ago in the Hermosa draft EIS
but was described as not being applicable to such different
environment and circumstance as found in the proposed
project area in southern Albany County.
The conclusion drawn in WAPA’s draft EIS that there is solid
evidence big game do not avoid wind project areas after
development is not supported by the research cited, which is
not germane to the project. Modern studies dispute this
assumption.
WAPA’s draft EIS misrepresents the ease of reclaiming shrub
and other vegetation in the high plains environment of the
proposed project area, one that is semi-arid with generally
rocky, shallow soils. Well known to some rural residents in the

3

area is the experience with the reclamation of the 72” Entegra
pipeline completed in 2007, 14 years ago. That scar is still
quite visible on the land, as (particularly) shrubs and species
needed for mule deer browse have still not returned. There is
no discussion of time needed to reestablish graminoids or
shrubs other than sage; but an estimated 3 to 5 years to
reestablish dwarf sage can be added to at least a year of
construction, disturbing the traditional habitat of deer, elk and
antelope across the project area for an anticipated 4 to 6 years.
This is surely enough time to displace native resident wildlife.
The 2012 draft EIS for Shell’s proposed Hermosa West project
stated at 4.3.3.1 (pg. 4.3-40) that a significant effect on wildlife
would occur if construction and operation of the proposed
project interfered substantially with the movement of native
resident or migratory wildlife species for more than two
reproductive seasons. This seems like a probability.
Other important information needed to understand the impact
of Rail Tie is a fuller understanding of the patterns of bird
migration across the project. The proposed project is near
several areas considered critical to migratory birds, yet there is
no study or discussion in WAPA’s draft EIS of potential
migratory pathways. National wildlife refuges were created in
the 1930s as places to
be protected for migratory birds. Two of these refuges are near
the project area, with Hutton Lake National Wildlife Refuge
being only eight miles away and Mortenson only a couple miles
further. Both NWRs are part of the Laramie Plains Wetland
Complex, which includes these NWRs (and Bamford NWR)
and extends further east. These wetland areas are unique to
this semi-arid environment, and provide resting, migration, and
breeding habitat for migratory birds. The area contains some of
the most productive waterfowl breeding habitat in North
America. It is identified by the Audubon Society as an
Important Bird Area, recognized as being globally important for
the conservation of bird populations. The Laramie Plains
Wetland Complex Regional Wetland Conservation Plan lists
twenty bird and six mammal Species of Greatest Conservation
Need that use these wetlands; at a minimum, fifteen species
use the area as breeding grounds.
The proposed project area is located outside the two-mile
buffer zone from wetlands suggested in the LPWC Plan, but no
studies have been done on the migratory routes of birds using
the area. Since that plan identifies the area to contain some of
the most productive waterfowl breeding habitat in North
America, one could imagine that migratory patterns of bird use
of the wetlands would be an important component of study for
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a project proposed within eight miles of its boundary.
Additionally, in its January 29, 2020 letter to WAPA and the
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Wyoming
Game & Fish suggested some areas of the proposed project
may be conducive to raptor migratory pathways. They likewise
recommended analysis of this, and that project infrastructure
avoid areas used for raptor migrations. Of course, to know
where these migratory pathways lie, a study of migration
patterns for raptors is needed as well.
WAPA should suggest the operator adopt modern technologies
to reduce collision-caused bird mortality for the project. Another
recent Wyoming study, (Christopher, J.W et al. 2021. Eagle
fatalities are reduced by automated curtailment of wind
turbines. Journal of Applied Technology, Vol 58 Issue 3, pages
446-452) tested the efficacy of an automated turbine
curtailment system called Identi-Flight in the prevention and
reduction of golden eagle mortality at Top of the World Wind
Power Facility in Converse County, Wyoming. Eagle fatalities
were substantially reduced – 82%. “The technology has the
potential to lessen the conflict between wind energy and raptor
conservation.” This technology should be a required EPM.
To meet the objective of making an informed and defensible
decision based on disclosure of potential project impact, the
following tasks need attention:
• Reexamination of the claim in the EIS that big game do not
abandon habitats within or adjacent to wind facilities,
particularly considering the sources cited and/or omitted;
• Recognition that reclamation is a challenge in this Wyoming
Basins Dwarf Sagebrush Shrubland and Steppe environment,
and that the project has the potential to interfere substantially
with the movement of native resident or migratory wildlife
species for more than two reproductive seasons (2012 draft
EIS for Hermosa West, 4.3.3.1, pg. 4.3-40);
• Studies need to be undertaken to ascertain migratory
pathways of the multiple avian species that might cross the
project area, with corresponding environmental protection
measures;
• Adoption of modern technologies to automatically curtail
turbines to substantially reduce turbine-caused avian collision
fatalities.

Thank you for your consideration of this information.
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Ruth and Steve Sommers
27 Beaver Trail
Tie Siding, WY 82084

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
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307-721-5533

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
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To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
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Commissioners
Your Email Address

somm8@icloud.com

Your Name

Ruth C Sommers

Subject

Rail Tie considerations

Message

Commissioners:
Below please find comments sent to WAPA concerning the
draft EIS for Rail Tie, and some of its considerable
shortcomings that need to be addressed before being able to
make an informed decision on the project, particularly
geotechnical and water issues
Thank you.
Ruth Sommers
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Mark Wieringa
Western Area Power Administration
Headquarters Office A9402
Post Office Box 281213
Lakewood, Colorado 80228-8213
Mr. Wieringa:
I make the following comments and observations of WAPA’s
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
Rail Tie Project in southern Albany County, Wyoming:
It is clear much of the draft EIS is rushed. Several studies are
missing and need to be completed in order that WAPA can
meet its stated goal identified in the draft EIS at pg. ES-v,
which is that the EIS analysis process is to provide
opportunities to lessen impacts through design features or
practices identified which will result in providing WAPA the
required impact disclosure to make an informed and defensible
decision on the interconnection request. It is my opinion that
WAPA, as well as other entities involved in the permit process,
cannot make an informed or defensible decision without more
information about potential consequences of the proposed
project. I highlight some areas in this email where additional
information is needed to meet the objective of making an
informed decision.
The evaluation of impacts to geology and soils appears to only
have been a desktop review of existing data and literature.
Geotechnical studies performed more than eleven years ago
for the proposed Hermosa Wind Project were undertaken only
on the west side of the currently proposed project area. Maps
of Geologic Features (Figure 2 of TetraTech’s Geology and
Soils Technical Report) and Depth to Groundwater (Figures 8
of TetraTech’s Surface Water and Groundwater Technical
Report) indicate quite different conditions of geology and depth
to water between the east and west sides of the project.
Assumptions drawn from the west side cannot be made for the
east side. Additionally, assumptions based on 11-year-old
turbine weight and size specifications are outdated considering
the much greater height, weight, and turbine pad depth of
turbines now proposed. Findings on the west side by Black &
Vetch in 2009 and 2010 that subsurface conditions on that side
were suitable to support turbine foundations were made based
on turbine pad depths of 7 to 8 feet; now proposed turbine
pads are up to 12 feet, if not deeper, depending on the type of
pad chosen (up to 40 feet for pier foundations). Additionally,
the 590-ft towers (V150) proposed for Rail Tie are 150 feet
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taller and much heavier than towers that would have been used
for Hermosa (V90).
Black & Vetch primarily encountered sandstone and siltstone
bedrock foundations on the west side, a quite different scenario
from the anticipated granite bedrock of the east side. They
specifically state soil bedrock conditions for granite (on the east
side) will likely be significantly different from conditions
encountered on the west side. They cited concern that in the
areas where granite bedrock is found, there may be relatively
shallow rock that could present issues with constructing a
gravity foundation, mainly a concern for excavation. Caution
was also expressed in those reports with the second set of
boreholes drilled that since there were observations of
abundant rock outcropping at some sites, the possibility of
shallow bedrock and difficult excavation should be considered
in the design of the project. Furthermore, Black & Vetch noted
finding sometimes surprising subsurface conditions on the west
side, where mapping of anticipated Sherman Granite bedrock
conflicted with what they discovered. One might conclude map
inaccuracies could be found elsewhere. But at this point, the
entire east side of the project is mapped to indicate Sherman
Granite bedrock (Figure 2, Geology and Soils Technical
Report). Black & Vetch proposed additional studies be
undertaken.
The Geology and Soils Technical Report for WAPA’s draft EIS
for Rail Tie contain the following observations and caveats:
“Sherman Granite forms the core…and underlines most of the
project area.” (pg. 5); “Geotechnical studies have not been
conducted for the eastern portion of the project area.” (pg. 9);
“The studies concluded that wind project design in the area
should consider the possibility of shallow bedrock and difficult
excavation.” (pg. 9); and “The potential presence of shallow
granitic bedrock could impact construction activities and may
require more intense excavation methods such as blasting or
hydraulic hammering” (pg. 13)
TetraTech’s Surface Water and Groundwater Technical Report,
6.2.1.1, pg. 34 again reiterated, “Geotechnical studies have not
been conducted for the eastern portion of the project area.” “As
part of the geotechnical investigation for the Project, the depth
and strength of the subsurface soil structures, including
groundwater depth and characteristics, would need to be
investigated in order to determine dynamic properties for the
individual turbine foundation designs.” At pg. 33 the report also
states, “A water supply and yield analysis has not been
conducted but is planned, prior to review and approval by the
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ISC.” At this point, the source for millions of gallons of water for
the project has not yet been determined. This review needs to
be available to and studied by county authorities before the ISC
hearing in late July. TetraTech clearly warns the information
provided in WAPA’s draft EIS is insufficient.
Furthermore, if it is found after additional reports have been
completed, that excavation for turbine pads will result in the
need for blasting or dewatering an area for construction,
Dewatering and Blasting Plans need to be prepared and
provided to decision-makers ahead of making decisions, so
those decisions are based on accurate and complete
information. These Plans should also include Environmental
Protection Measures (EPMs) that will be put into place to
protect landowners who rely on their shallow ground-water
wells for drinking water or for livestock, and whose
underground structures such as foundations and septic
systems could be damaged by blasting.
The omission in the body of the draft EIS of a discussion of the
potential for dewatering is concerning. TetraTech’s technical
report on surface and groundwater discusses the potential as a
real possibility (pgs. 34, 35). The 40 wells tested for depth
within the project area itself showed a static water depth of 10
feet or less, indicating the presence of shallow groundwater
within the project area. The report states “…it is possible that
dewatering may be required for excavation of some turbine
foundations, namely those located within the northeastern
portion of the siting corridor.” They go on to describe the
process, the development of a Dewatering Plan, and the
attention required for dissipation of returned water to avoid
erosion. None of this is brought forward into the body of the
draft EIS, and dewatering is not considered to be an impact
indicator. Instead, the conclusion of the WAPAs draft EIS is
that below grade-disturbing activities would also not likely
impact groundwater availability, as aquifers in the area
recharge quickly. But these aquifers recharge only from
precipitation, which mainly occurs in late spring. Last year, the
area experienced drought, with little to no measurable
precipitation for the summer and fall months. What happens to
aquifer recharge under this scenario? What happens to the
wells of surrounding landowners? This question begs an
answer in the final EIS, with associated EPMs to mitigate
potential negative outcome for rural residents, and to
compensate for same.
The exclusion of these needed additional reports and plans
handicaps informed decision-making by federal, county and
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state officials who, without these, cannot make educated
decisions on the project. The project is rushed. Much more
information needs to be gathered, problems anticipated, and
mitigation/compensation identified. County Commissioners are
statutorily and by regulation required to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of their residents. Currently proposed EPMs
are not sufficient to meet this standard.
Erodibility Risk – A Surface Water Assessment Report was
done for Hermosa in 2009 and cited in the EIS as evidence of
low to medium erodibility risk for stream segments throughout
the project area. This assessment was done only for the west
side of the project; no study has been done or even proposed
for the east side of the project which has the highest possibility
for blasting and dewatering and disposal of water into the Dale
Creek watershed (and ultimately the South Platte). TetraTech
specifically cites the need for dissipation methods for return of
water from dewatering to avoid erodibility and scouring
downstream while also stating the highest prospect for
dewatering will occur in the northeastern portions of the area.
They go on to state that produced water from dewatering would
be discharged eventually to the same drainage basin from
which it came via nearby surface water “features.” On the east
side of the project where dewatering is anticipated, all surface
water “features” eventually drain into Dale Creek. Clearly there
is potential for erosion to occur particularly here, where no
studies have been undertaken.
Wyoming Game & Fish Department recommended a
Reconnaissance Level Assessment (RLA) be completed for the
Harney Creek-Laramie River sub-basin to determine potential
downstream aquatic impacts to Species of Greater
Conservation Need within the sub-basin. This RLA would
likewise provide information on erodibility risk of surface waters
in that sub-basin. But this area is located north of the west side
of the project and would NOT provide much-needed
information on surface water erodibility for the east side of the
project, the Dale Creek watershed.
To meet WAPA’s goal of making an informed and defensible
decision on ConnectGEN’s interconnection request, the
following studies and plans need completion and incorporation
into the final EIS, with careful anticipation and full disclosure of
potential impacts, with meaningful measures proposed to
mitigate those impacts:
• Thorough geotechnical studies for the proposed project area
east of Hwy 287;
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• A water supply and yield analysis for the entire project with
identification of water needed for turbine pads and dust
suppression with identification of the specific source of water
expected to be used;
• Dewatering Plan if dewatering is needed;
• Blasting Plan if blasting will be needed for turbine pads,
electric lines and/or corridors;
• A surface water assessment analysis for the proposed project
area east of Hwy 287 (for erodibility susceptibility of stream
segments);
• A reexamination of geotechnical studies done for the
proposed Hermosa wind project to ascertain support for today’s
larger, heaver towers that require deeper turbine pads.
Thank you for your attention to these.

Ruth and Steve Sommers
27 Beaver Trail
Tie Siding, WY 82084

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 3:05 PM
Pete Gosar; Sue Ibarra
Kayla J. White
FW: Transmission of renewable power from Wyoming to consumer
TransWest_Sues_USDA_for_Block.pdf

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Heber Richardson <HRichardson@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 2:57 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fw: Transmission of renewable power from Wyoming to consumer

Heber Richardson
Albany County Commission
525 E. Grand Ave. Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
307-760-0448

From: Heber Richardson
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 5:24 PM
To: nculver@blm.gov <nculver@blm.gov>
Subject: Transmission of renewable power from Wyoming to consumer
Dear Ms. Culver and Ms. Archuleta:
Thank you again for speaking with the Wyoming County Commissioners Association last week. I am Heber Richardson,
the Albany County Commissioner who brought up the concern about how the USDA is blocking two Wyoming wind
energy transmission lines. I made an error saying that it was the USFS. The agency that is blocking the projects is the
NRCS, as these lines go through northwest Colorado, by putting an NRCS conservation easement directly in their paths.
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The attached article ran in Bloomberg Law last year with more information. I know that the USDA-NRCS conservation
easement blocks not only the TransWest Express Transmission Project but also the Gateway South Transmission Project.
Both transmission lines are planned to help provide a way for Wyoming wind energy to reach states that can use this
electricity. I understand they both are located next to state highway 40 as they cross Moffat County, Colorado.
I hope you can elevate this problem to the USDA Secretary and to the Interior Secretary and that you solve it quickly.
Both of these transmission projects are considered “shovel-ready” in this recent report:
https://www.powermag.com/heavy-push-by-industry-biden-administration-to-jumpstart-transmission-expansion-gridmodernization/
I know the Biden Administration supports renewable energy generation. Southern Wyoming gets 320 days per year of
intense, high altitude sun and endless 30-50 mph winds. There is no shortage of suitable sites on public and private land
here. Unfortunately, these projects aren't feasible without key high-voltage transmission.
Thank you for your attention to this matter of critical importance to Wyoming and to our counties that depend on the
jobs and tax revenues these projects will provide to our communities.

All my best,
Heber Richardson
Heber Richardson
Albany County Commission
525 E. Grand Ave. Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
307-760-0448
Liz and Nada,
On a separate note, my family roots go way back in Arizona. Waaay before the ivention of air conditioning. I've spent lots of time in
the Coconino Forest. Ken Babbit, God rest his soul, was a dear friend of mine.
Two of my sisters graduated from NAU. My cousin was Secretary of the Interior for JFK and LBJ administrations. We have a family
ranch in the forest south of Eagar. I'm named after a town in Navajo County.
It's all very funny. For being so huge, the American West sure is small. Please do take care, and keep your powder dry.
Heber
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TransWest Sues USDA for Blocking $3 Billion Clean-Energy Project

Bloomberg Law News Jan 10, 2020

TransWest Sues USDA for Blocking $3 Billion Clean-Energy Project
By Martina Barash Dec 20, 2019
• COURT: D. Colo.
• TRACK DOCKET: No. 1:19-cv-03603 (Bloomberg Law Subscription)
• JUDGE: William J. Martinez (Bloomberg Law Subscription)
• LITIGANT INFO: TransWest Express LLC (Bloomberg Law Subscription)
The U.S. Department of Agriculture improperly authorized a conservation easement that threatens completion
of a $3 billion clean-energy transmission plan across several states, project developer TransWest LLC says in
a new suit.
The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service knew about other federal agencies’ environmental
analyses before it granted and funded the easement, according to the complaint filed Dec. 19 in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Colorado. It also knew that those agencies’ objectives required that the electric
power lines cross the easement, TransWest says.
The construction would be part of the largest wind-energy project in the U.S., delivering wind energy from
Wyoming to California and “the desert Southwest,” and solar energy from California and the southwest to the
Rocky Mountains, according to the complaint.
The NCRS doesn’t have authority to “interfere with proposed rights of way or infrastructure project objectives
of another agency,” according to TransWest, a subsidiary of the Anschutz Corp.
TransWest also says it received a letter from the head of the NCRS in 2015 indicating that the agency would
consent to TransWest’s condemnation of the 30-acre parcel of the easement needed for the transmission
project, and spent $25 million in reliance on that assurance.
The NRCS has refused to consent to the condemnation since 2018, TransWest says.
Causes of Action: National Environmental Policy Act, Agricultural Conservation Easement Program.
Relief: Vacate the conservation easement, or force the NCRS to consent to the 30-acre condemnation.
Response: The USDA doesn’t comment on pending litigation, spokesman Mike Illenberg said in an email.
Attorneys: Holland & Hart LLP represents TransWest.
The case is TransWest Express LLC v. Perdue , D. Colo., No. 1:19-cv-03603, complaint 12/19/19 .
To contact the reporter on this story: Martina Barash in Washington at mbarash@bloomberglaw.com
To contact the editors responsible for this story: Laura D. Francis at lfrancis@bloomberglaw.com; Rob
Tricchinelli at rtricchinelli@bloomberglaw.com
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The Federal Aviation Administration conducted an aeronautical study
concerning a project in Rock River, WY.
The study was comp l eted and the FAA issued a determination .
To access complete details regarding this determination, use the
Search Archives link on the Internet at http: // oeaaa . faa.gov and
search by the signature control number below, or contact our office
at ( 202 ) 2 67-8783.
We encourage notification via e-mail. After registering for Email
notifications, submit a request in writing to our office to be
removed from the FAA's postal mailing list .

Signature Control No : 440571614-482419259
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4-H Council: Meeting Minutes
Date: May 4, 2021
Call to order: 6:32 pm
Adjourned: 7:19 pm
Pledges: American was led by Cad en, 4-H was led by Wyatt.
Roll Call: Total in attendance vis zoom or in person: 44 Clubs represented 12/17
Centennial Pioneers (1), Corduroy Queens and Kings (1), Harmony Hustlers (17), High Plains (4), Little Horse Power (1), Little Laramie
Valley (1), Mavericks (2), Rock Creek Valley (1), Smokin' Guns (4), Stompin' Steamboats (3), Wild Brumbies {6), Yellow Jackets (2), Ext
agent (1).
Reading/Approval of Minutes: Moved to approve: Caden; 2nd- Shanna; Motion passed - minutes approved as is
Treasurer's Report: Account balances read by Jennifer
American National Bank account- $3946.05; First Interstate Bank account- $8485.32; Endowment -$20,000; WY State 4-H Foundation is
-$9371.16
Will be submitted for audit- motioned by: Shanna; 2nd - Caden; Motion passed
Correspondence/Youth: Reports:
• Meat and wool judging: Shanna and Kymber Stinson re orted
o April meat judging competition - Jr won, Sr 3rd; Wool- Jr and Sr won
Program/presentation: none
Committee Reports:
• Executive Committee: Meghan reported -no meeting; nothing to report
• Awards Committee Becky reported -donor letters went out; money's coming in ; most awards covered
• Carnival Committee: Mary Louise reported -club leaders have carnival info in boxes - including presale tickets.
o Sat June 12, "Summer Fun," presale 25 tickets for ~ 5; at carnival get 20 for $5; encouraging each member sell10 coupons(goal
=$50); club selling most gets prize; Being held und r grandstand to allow ample social distancing
.
• Community Service Committee: Jenna reported -Fri June 4th fairgrounds clean-up; Mary Louise also reported -Blakes mobile home
ranch in need of volunteers May 22 to help with all sorts of tasks -everything from building deck to handing out water 307-742-6356
• Fundraising: Meaghan reported -carnival already discussed; herds held off till fall
• Member Activity Committee: Caden reported -we've had dances in March and April one this Sat May 8 - 6:30 at fairgrounds.
• Public Relations/Historian Committee: Jenna reported -flyers going up on facebook page and daily dose; T-shirt design contest for
shooting sports and generai4-H T-shirt (vote on-line wit~ link)- share link as can only vote once per device through the 6th
• Record Book Committee: Meaghan reported -can come to club meetings for demonstration; work on record books NOW don't wait till
end
• Recruiting Committee: no report
• Jr Leaders: Garage sale June 12-accepting donations probably Mon. before; Fishing and hiking sometime this summer; evening
activity at Showcase Showdown
• 4-H Foundation: meet next Tues 6:30; pancake breakfast at county shoot June 12; breakfast/food at dog show May 15
• Fair Board: next meeting Mon at 6:30; Theme for fair "Fair Out West"; sale committee thank you's and save the date magnets for
buyers-asking all clubs to deliver 10 'gifts' to buyers from 2020 and letters to potential new buyers.
Old Business:
• Fairgrounds Clean Up/Summer Kick-off-June 4 1:00 w/piua lunch; kickball game after; bring supplies- rakes, shovels, gloves, wheel
barrows, etc.
• 5K-June 12 in morning; committee meeting Thurs
• Jubilee Day's Parade-having county float; Kerri- Centennial Valley Pioneers will do spearhead float decoration etc.; meet back at
fairgrounds for water fight and lunch - have to take part in parade to do water fight, etc.
• County Shoot-June 12 -info coming
• SE Area 4-H Leadership Expo -Trinity reported - decent crowd; lots of fun opportunities and training; probably host again next year
• Other-Livestock judging requesting to run concessions and be paid $300 for June 2021 Carnival moved Colten ; 2nd Gayden; motion
passed
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New Business:
• Showcase Showdown-Albany county covers registration for our members- June 15-17; registration due June 4; lots of competition,
programs, workshops being offered- great opportunities; more info will be coming in future weeks; $25 for shirt, contests, etc.; will be
'training/informational' workshop upcoming on food cookoff from previous participants
• Community Service-June 4th cleanup already discussed
• Other
• Next council meeting June 1, 2021- 6:30
Annoncements:
• PLEASE READ FOOTNOTES AND DAILY DOSE!!
• Tons of events/activities coming up- we need all hands on deck- especially on June 12- if you are around, be sure to join the fun and
pitch in.
• Lots of clinics, etc. - beef clipping clinic this Sat; next Sat part 2- fitting and showmanship clinic- 8:30-1 at fairgrounds- free- need
rsvp by tomorrow; May 15 It's Me or the Dog Show- fun practice for fair; May 22 swine field day at range arena -lOam Miria White
contact; JB Massey camp and show June 21-22- registration and deposit due NOW; Sun June 20- Jackpot- cash prizes; watch daily
dose; footnotes; state 4H site- animal opportunities and clinics
• LQA- for beginners- May 20 in person; online for anyone who is not a first time seller; Albany County fair requirement- MUST do
training to sell at county fair Jr Livestock sale
• Weigh-ins/taggings are May 26- 4-7 must RSVP; Second weigh in May 29(no rsvp)- market animals need to be weighed; come in
North gate so familiar with how to come in for fair; bring bill of sales and brand inspection for sheep; sheep and goats need scrapie tags
• Reminder about Horse Safety Certifications. Due June 1- be working on them. Need paperwork in office June 1st all completed by fair
entry deadline; Rabbit ID's due June 1- need to know if bringing meat pen

4-H Foundation Minutes
Members present: Janet Renneisen, Tammy Heggie & Mary Louise Wood.
New Business a. We will also be having a Pancake breakfast for the 5K, County Shoot and Carnival on June 12; starting at 7:30am
Announcements a. Next meeting will be June 8th

•

~

Fair Board Corner

~

•

FAIR ENTRY deaclline for youth is 1UtV lG~ '202llinti O~n ClJSS is,fUb yza. ZOZI

•

•

Project News ~~
Archery ',
All members June 3-last day
Lincoln Community Center (209 S. Cedar)
Three shooting times : 6-7, 7-8, 8-9
Sign Up Genius:
www.signuP-genius.com/go/lOCOA4AA8AF2EAAFF2-archery.

n
u

Archery. KeY. Leader:
760-7741
Shawn Hayes

DON1 FORGET TO SIGN UP fOR COUNTY SHOOTI
ENTRY AND PAY~ENTS DUE BY JUNE 7TH!

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Indoor Show Arena
Obedience: 5-6pm
NOTICETHE
Agility: 6-7pm .. must come to
NEWTIMES!!
obedience to P-articiP-ate in agilityl

&

If you can't make it to the 5pm obedience please make
arrangements with Vicky, she is willing to do later times
Please remember the following :
• bring all dog equipment (leash, choke collar, vinegar
water, plastic bag, paper towels, treats)
• to work dogs at home between classes
• an adult must be present in the building or parking

Cake Decorating
Project meetings are over for this 4-H year, please reach
out if you have questions or need help for fair projects!

lot during dog class (NO exceptions !).
• Parents/guardians: P-lease come in the building..iQ
P-ick UP--Y-Our child after Dog Class. We want to
ensure all kids leave safelyl
• All dogs over lyr old must show with a choke chain
for show AND practice for Obedience

Cake KeY. Leaders:
Ch ristiana 314-5988 & Cecilia 399-7254

Cat
Saturday, June 19th, 2pm
Extension Meeting Room
Please bring cat, harness, carpet square, carrier. We w ill
be practicing showing.
.. PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING BY 3 PM
ON JUNE 18TH. THERE WILL BE NO ZOOM FOR THIS
MEETING, IF I DO NOT HAVE ANYONE RSVP IT WILL BE
CANCELED.
Cat Leader, call with ~uestions :
Connie Bierman 399-8092

• Practice is fun, but remember it is work time for the
dogs and 4-Hers.
Dog KeY-- Leader:
Vicky
760-4932

Horse~
Horse ID form due JUNE 1ST! Please make sure they
are on file at the Extension Office for each horse you
are planning to use in 4-H this year AND you must be
currently enrolled in 4-H.
*If you have questions o r would like to check and see
which horse(s) you have on file, please call the
extension office at 721-2571 .
HORSE is Tuesdays, 6pm at the Hansen Arena
Check Albany County Horse on Facebook and Daily
Dose for updates!
For Ouestions,_f2lease call
Janette Parker 760-8589

Thursday, June 24th, 5 :45pm
Extension Meeting Room
(youth 5-Byrs old)

HORSEMANSHIP is Fridays at the Range Arena
at 6pm

Ouestions,_P-Iease call
Mary Louise 307-630-1705

For Ouestions,_P-Iease call
Joe Wolf 399-7399
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Project News ,~
fabric & Fashion '

1

Muzzle Loading/

•

If you a re interested i n learn ing how to sew, the next
sewing class w ill be June 26th in the
Extension Meeting Room.
Beginners: 9-llam, lnt/Adv:l-4pm
Beginners will be making pajama pants. We have
patterns of all sizes, but we ask that you share your waist
and hip measurements (your hip measurement is ?in
below your waist) when you RSVP so that we have a
pattern for you.
You will need :
• 2 to 2 5/ 8 yards of fabric depend ing on you r height
• 1 yard of 3/ 4in. elastic
• thread to match your fabric
• ** Please prewash and iron your fabric before you
come to sewing !
• Also bring your sewing basket w ith pins, scisso rs and a
seam ripper.
• ** Remember to wactice sewing a seam and
threading_'f.our mach ine before 'f.OU c ome to the class
lLY-ou have a sewing machine a t home.

Tuesday, June 1st (last day) 6pm
at the Rifle Range on North 9th St.

A
u

Ouestions,_P-Iease contact:
Shawn Hayes
760-7741

OONT FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR COUNTY SHOOTI
ENTRY AND PAYAENTS DUE BY JUNE 7TH!

Photography
June lOth
**Please contact Leslie (email or text) to get
information on location and time
We will be going on a hike, please bring a camera!
Ouestions,_P-Iease contact:
Lesl ie Lund 399-6898 wyog irl.leslie@gmail.com

Intermed iate and adva ~ ced s~we rs w ill work on projects
they have selected.
• If you want help selecting a project, you may contact
Freda (742-0506} or Mary Lou ise (721-2571 }.
We will meet once a month until fair. Parent s a re always
welcome to attend !
Future Sewing Day.1
July 24
Please RSVP by: June 24th to 721-2571 or
mwood8@uwyo.edu and also let us know if you need a
sewing machine and your measurements!

Friday, June 11th 5-6pm
Extension Meeting Room
Th is meeting w ill be geared toward
ex perienced showman . Others are welcome
but the focus will be e x perienced showmansh ip .
Ouestions,_P-Iease contact leader:
Ellie Riske
343-0053

lf_Y-ou have any_questions,_P-Iease call
Freda Dixon @742-0506

Rabbit Hopping & Agility
leathercraft
We are done with project meetings for this 4-H year, if
you have questions or need help with fair projects, Dan
will be glad to help!
Consider using some of the projects you made during
meetings as fair exhibits!
W9rk on your record books!
Leathercraft Kev. Leader:
Dan Lehman
761-1045

June 1, 15, 29
6 :30pm in the Rabbit Barn at the fairgrounds
You will need a flat webbed H
harness and a 4-6 foot leash for your rabb it. Please spend
time with your rabbit on its harness at home walking it.
You must attend at least 50 % of the classes to be eligible
to comP-ete at the AlbanY. CountY. Fair.
lf_Y-ou have guestions P-lease contact
Freda Dixon 742-0506 or fdixon@bresnan.net.

Project News ~~
Rabbit ;., .
Monday, June 28th
Extension Meeting Room
Beginners: 6:30pm, Advanced: 7:30pm
• Beginners: we will work on increasing your knowl 9dge
about rabbits and how to handle and how to show
your rab bit.
• Please bring a healthy vaccinated rabbit and a
carpet square for both classes. Please make sure
Freda has your immunization record .
• We w ill spend about 15 minutes of each meeting
handli ng our rabbits and improving our showmanshi p
skills.
Rabbit Terms To Know from May meeting,;.
1. Semi-Arch Type
2. Compact Type 3. Full Arch Type
4. Comme rcial Type 5. Cylindrical
6. Dewlap
7. Screw or Wry Tail 8. Dead Tail
9. Dewclaw
10. Hock
11. Broken Coat
12. Density
Rabbit IDs
Rabbit IDs are due June 1 to the extension office. You
must list a ll rabbits that you own to have the opportun ity
to bring your rabb it to fair.
Albany County. Fair R~!;!.!~irements :, ..,
All rabbits shown in breeding classes at Albany County
Fair must have a permanent tattoo in their left ear and
be vaccinat ed for RHDV2. NO EXCEPTIONS!!! Rabbits fo r
breeding classes must be owned by June 1, 2021. Does
producing a meat pen must be owned by April15, 2021.
Rabbit Meat Pen and Single Fryer for 2021:
Rabbits must be 70 days or less in ag~ as of show day.
The rabbits must weigh between 3 l/2 and 5 l/2 pounds
in weight on show day. You are limited to two entries per
exhibitor. Each exhibitor will be allowed to sell one meat
pen or single fryer at the Albany County Livestock Sale if
the judge deems the pen "marketable". The limit of two
animals of d ifferent species per cons ignor is still in effect.
This is a te rminal show. All market rabbits will be
butchered or donated to the birds to help stop the
spread of RHDV2.
Vaccine Clinic
The last RHDV2 Vaccine Clinic will be held Saturday July
24th These rabbits will be fully vaccinated by Show Day,
August 2nd. If you want to participate in th is clinic,
contact Freda (760-9728) to put your name on a waiting
list. There is a limited number of doses available
Future Rabbit Meeting Dates
July 12th July 26th
.!f._you have any_questions,_P-Iease call
Freda Dixon@ 742-0506

Rifle & Pistol
New shooters (1st year in P-rQ.ject) -Tuesday~
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Previous shooters - Thursday~
June 3, 10, 17, 24
Two practice times available : 4-5 :25, 5 :30-7 pm
Practices will be held at the shooting range at the Fairgrounds
(west end of Beef Barn)
First year shooters Sign up genius:
www.signuP-genius.com/go/10COA4AA8AF2EAAFF2-P-revious5
Previous Shooters Sign up genius:
www.signuP-genius.com/go/10COA4AA8AF2EAAFF2-wevious6
Please only sign up for ONE TIME SLOT PER WEEK, we want
everyone to have a chance to shoot.

n
v

Rifle & Pistol Key Leader:
Roy Kern 760-1892

OOtiT FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR COUNTY SHOOTI
ENTRY AND PAYAENTS DUE BY JUNE 7Tii

Sheep &

Goat~

June 24th, 5:30pm
Showmanship at the Range Arena
Bring an imals, good shoes or boots--no sandals, and
water bottle. Parents bring camp chairs.
Ouestions,_P-Iease contact:
760-8245

Meaghan Stinson

Shotgun
Wednesdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 5 :30pm
Laramie Trap Club

vA

Ouestions,_P-Iease contact:
Roy Kern 760-1892
!X)t(f FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR COUNTY SHOOTI

ENTRY ANDPAYAENTSDUEBY JUNE 7TH
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Project News ~
Small Engine ~
DAY CHANGE!! Sat., June 19th, 9am-12pm
Poultry Barn
We decided at our last meeting that we would like to
have a little more time than an hour to spend working on
our projects.
We will have some classroom study, tearing apart an
engine and learning about all of the components, and we
will then work on any projects that you would like to bring.

Swine ~
June 15 at 6pm - regular meeting
Extension Meeting Room
Questions,_P-Iease contact:
Miria
503-956-3420
Also feel free to call Jessica if you have questions or need
help with anything!
Jessica Parker
399-8202

Questions P-lease contact leader:
Dave 399-3365

\Jisual Arts
Sport Fishing
See page 8
Questions please contact:
Jeff 760-2404

Survival Class
4H SURVIVAL CAMP!
When: June 18-19 (7am on the 18th -12pm on the 19th)
Where : Hidden Valley
What: An overnight camp learning about outdoor related
survival activities.
EQY.lP-ment: All survival type gear, a backpack, a tent, a
sleeping bag and a bottle that can be refilled to drink
from.
**Limited Number of participants (preference given to
those that have attended a survival class during 2021)
Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend
~ Please Please Please RSVP to Diane Martinez for

~ questions and confirmation {307-760-9996 or

diane_s_82070@yahoo.com)
DEADLINE TO RSVP JUNE 13, 2021

Tuesday, June 1st, 4:30-5:30 pm
Extension Meeting Room
Acrylic painting on canvas. This is our LAST visual arts
project meeting for the 2020-2021 4-H year.
Members will have an opportunity to paint with acrylic
paint on canvas for a unique piece of art that could
easily be submitted for judging at county fair.
Members will be introduced t,o blending; splattering; the
color whe-e·! and more. .
..
Cost is $5 to cover paint; canvas; paint brushes; various
items to construct an abstract work- including sponges,
q-tips, bubble wrap, cotton balls, etc.
**The visual arts project meetings do not 'build' upon one
another so anyone is welcome at any time. No previous
experience required!
PLEASE RSVP to lizwillij@gmail.com or 513-378-9189 so
we can be certain we have enough supP-liesP-articularly. canvases!
Questions P-lease contact
Liz Williams 513-378-9189 lizwillij@gmail.com
(text or call - please leave a name as I may not
recognize numbers) email is preferred as it's easier for
me to keep track.

Sport fishing
After the long winter months of indoor meetings, watching videos, tying flies, and learning fishing
knots, the warmer and longer days are finally here! May's Sport Fishing meeting was at Laramie's
Huck Finn Pond and we had a great time catching freshly stocked rainbow and cutthroat trout!
Kids used both traditional/spinning rods and fly rods to catch fish.
Through the summer, we will continue to take advantage of warm evenings and have more outings
at Huck Finn . Toward the end of the summer, we may get more adventurous and try our luck on
some bigger water in the area.
For more information on the Sport Fishing group, contact Jeff McDonald at
jeff_mcdonald@mac.com or call/text (30 ) 760-2404.
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Hdppy ~irthddy!
ReQ<jQ" AY\derso"
AQro" A"drews
\<Qrter SryQ"t
MQSSOY\ Sucl(mQ"
Peyto" Burt
MQleQ Christe"se"
ShQ"e Cle"e"
MQx CodQllos
Zoey CodQllos

LilliQY\ Co"yers
MQggie CulbreQth
SierrQ OQugherty
JQde DQ"iS
Aspe" Decl<er
JQSper Ehmke
De"o" £ "ertso"
Yousuf GQWeesh
A"ushkQ Geisler

Qui"" Gill
CQde"ce Gose
GrQyce Heel<
ke"t He"ry Jr.
Vi"ce"t HuQY\Cj
MQSOY\ ker"
Alexis LQke
Simeo" LQmbrecht
Dixie MQthise"

J
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Lul<e McGee
Adelle wewber"-Torbert
AmQY\dQ OlQ"eso"
LUY\Q OlQ"eso"
\<QrQ Rey"olds
SQmuel Rey"olds
Lily Roberts
HQttie SCQStQ
Cooper Smith

DQle StQude
Tyler Sti"e
keith Study";"
Jeff Torbert
ThomQS White
LylQ Witkop
Rex Woelk
Te"leigh Ze"or

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
-Ads may be modified by Extension Staff to fit in the ad space available

-All ads must be submitted to the Extension Office no later than the 3rd Friday of every
month.
-Classified ads must apply to 4-H projects or to 4-H members or leaders.
-Ads will remain posted for two months or until the office is notified that the product is no
longer available.

Gelding for sale. 307-331-9880 Meghan

~

Community Service Spotlight

························································· ~ ········ ~t ···

~ c~ '1--11 c/J<Itilu<l~ Sewiw c~

is excited to recognize 4-H members who are doing community services
and volunteering in Albany County! Th is month we are featuring ...

4-H rabbit project members were not able to participate in live show events
in 2020 due to a fatal virus called Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus - Type
2 (RHDV2). This virus is highly contagious in both domestic and wild
rabbits; but serves as no threat to humans. Out of an abundance of caution ,
live rabbits were not permitted to participate in the 4-H Rabbit Show, Rabbit
Agility, or in the Junior Livestock Sale because RHDV2 was found in
northern Colorado. This disease is highly contagious, and it is nearly always
fatal. Vaccinating domestic rabbits annually is the only way to ensure
protection against RHDV2.
On May 1st, Alpine Animal Hospital
hosted a RHDV2 vaccine clinic for
rabbit enthusiasts across Wyoming.
4-H members and Rabbit Project
participants, Dax Evertson and
Emerson Vohland volunteered to
assist with the event. Their work
included setting up and manning a
check-in table , ensuring that shoes
were treated with a bleach solution
prior to entry into the facility, and
cleaning
examination
areas
between groups. They photocopied
vaccine records and brought rabbits
to the examtnmg tables for
Dax
and
veterinary
exams.
Emerson pitched in wherever they
were needed and ultimately helped
to protect more than 220 rabbits .

~

• I fill"
IJttvF~~·s 1
• •

F~v~

•

To learn more about Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease
Serotype2, go to: fs-rhdv2.gdf (usda.gov)
~.~

~ A huge "Thank You" goes out to
--- veterinarian Dana Peterson for
her hard work and dedication to
helping keep our rabbits safe
from RH2DV. Without her
efforts, our 4-H community
would not have live rabbit events
at the 2021 Albany County Fair. If you would like to nominate someone who is

'·'·/

' - . . ..=

i. '"'

doing gfgntm~tic job plg~s~ conH1ct K@llen at
307-314-5502 or fil l out this Googleform:
docs.gQQg le.com / forms/d I e / lFAIP-0LSe2ejgtS26
WjVoz57Ni79iGO/vi e
wform?vc- O&c=O&w- l&flr=O

~Y.N6UOm J4FxOHt58gdOTMJ
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Upcoming events
KICK OFF TO SUMMER!
FRIDAY. JUNE 4TH. lPM

1rrently

Pizza lunc.h
Fair~rounds c.lean-up

Kic.k Ball!

1 bath

np\etely

ALBANY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

0
0
0

T
J'l un1ts

1ts are
chunitis
$450 .

.,...·==
-- t
l o..oe
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JR lEADERS GARAGE SRlE
NEEDS OONRTIONS!
DROP OFF INFORMATION:

::.

~ Wyoming State 4-H Foundation

~

D

13thAnn~~~~~yerJunBig Dlra:9w2021 ~
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OPFNTOANYADULTORYOUI1l
51 4. High"~Y 353-Bould.er, >Vyoming
Tum Lst OD Hflhrs-:zy 353 at the Boulder Sto.re uxi foDow si.p;s

Shoot 40 Rinehatt targets and never see the same one twice!
fun challenges and great raffle items available

Cllana: to win a youlh hunt dooatcd by Mike Schmid of Solitude Rand>
-~· -- !1!:12 yr.:-~~ hunt
~ l3-!8yr.old ~~ deer ~~

• Drop off beginning Monday,
June 7th in the Rabbit Barn
• Please NO TVs or nonworking electronics & only
new clothes and coats!-! - ~

THANK YOU!!
11-H SUPER SIITURDIIY!! SO MIINY
EI/EIII$/N ONE DIIY...H NEEDED II
SPECIIII. NJIME: JUNE 72111
5/CWA/X/RUN
PIINCIIKE BREIIKf/IST

COUNTY SII()()T
JR lEIIDERS GIIRIIGE S/llE
S/11/E THIS DIITEliND JtJIN US FOR
II RIN·RUED DIIY!!
~•i•@\1ll"li•~Vfl)r11riJ111\J ·~O~~ GOJM!uJtCftd••YOfD.JuBAilY·' Doi'IJld ~llP.P.D!!I)UJJo]f.hj)••I'Ji4
Albany County 4-H Facebook page!
1
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MASSEY
SHOW LAMB&
GOAT CAMP
ALBANY

JUNE

COUNTY

21-22

Fairgrounds,
Laramie

Here's the link to register! ?
bttP.s:Utin~l.eom/t3teiP.wd

The main focus of the camp Is showmanship. However, they will
also cover nutrition, care and clipping.

LEARN FROM THE BEST!
For questions or to register for the camp, please contact Meaghan Stinson
by May 1". Space is limited f
mjtstlnson@gmail.com · (307) 760-8245
http:/ jwww.masseyshowlambcamp.com/

DUE BY .JUNE 4TBII
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Mg name is Taglor Ruckman and I am serving as the Albany County Extension
Summer Intern. I have been working for 4-H since I graduated from high
school in 2017. I was a member for 10 gears and completed projects in rabbit
and swine showmanship, sewing, fashion review, cooking, visual arts,
photography, junior leadership, and archery. I participated in 4-H National
Conference where I served on a gouth panel for NASA, and in a 4-H sponsored
trip to Finland where I learned about how 4-H operates in different countries.
Since then, I have helped plan 4-H camps and workshops for fashion, cooking,
showmanship, produce judging, and creative writing. I am so excited to be back
this summer to share mg knowledge with our members and to learn from all of
gou! Let's have a great 4-H season serving our clubs, our community, our
country, and our world.

-~

Calculating Market Weight
Use the following formula to determine how much weight your market animal should be gaining in order to meet the
weight requirements for ce>unty fair:

I

·-..:....- ··

'

•
•

Determine the number of days until weigh-ins on Monday, August 2nd
Determine the average daily gain
o Sheep: 0 .5- 0.75 pounds per day
o Beef: 2.5- 2.8 pounds per day
o Swine: 1.5- 2.0 pounds per day
o Goat: .2 - .3 pounds per day

•

Determine the target finishing weight (what you want your animal to weigh at county fair)
0
o Sheep: min. weight for co. fair= 100#, no max
Goat: min . weight for co fair= 50#, max. = 150#
0
o Swine: min weight for co. fair= 220#, max- 325#
Beef: 22.5 lbs./inch hip height

•

ExamP-le: You attend the May 29th 1st weigh-i . You guess that your pig will gain approximately 1.7 pounds per
day. There are 64 days until county fair weigh-ins on Aug . 2nd. On that day you would like your pig to weigh 250

pounds . Now plug in those numbers to the formula to determine what your pig should weigh at the preliminary
weigh-in :
o (days to co. fair) x (avg. daily gain)= lbs. needed to gain ~64 days x 1.71bs . per day= 1 08.8lbs to gain
(targetfinishing weight)- (lbs . to gain) =weight today~ 250 lbs- 108.8 = 141.2 weight today

o

** Please note: In most circumstances, based on frame score and body condition, a typical market lamb, hog, steer
or goat that weighs in at the minimum weight for county fair, may not be considered "market ready".

2021 Fair Schedule
July 28- Aug 7, _021
Subtrct tn OuznfU'
R<'l-UN14JI' _0!1

716-7120 M-F Office Houts 8:30-4:30
July 1-4 @ 5 pm- All Entries Closed
July 28- Aug 6 Office Hours 10-2

Monday, July 26
6pm _, 4-H Shootilg Sports Contest·
Muzzleloader (at nfte range)
Wednesday, July 28
8 am ·Junior 1-b'se Show· PIKe T80
5:30 pm - 4-H Shootirg Sports Contests.
Shotgun &Parents shoot
6:30- FFA Indoor Exhibits In Place

Thursday, July 29
8:30am • Open Entries In place
9 am - 4-H Fashion Revue & Fabric
&Fashion (PACT) ~ng
9 am Open Indoor Superintendeot &

Monday, August 2
7am • 2pm ANIMAl CHECK IN Hogs,
Cattle, Sheep &Goats due on goonds.
You must chedt in through the North Gate
and with a S~rintendent before you
unload!
7-8:30 am Junior Rabbit CHECK IN • NO
Cagrlg Provided
9 am - Jr Rabbit Show • Showmanship
FFA. Jr. 4-H,Iot. 4-H,&Sr. 4-H Followed
by Jr Rabbit Show Classes; Breed 10
1Gam- Jooior Pou1by Showmanship &

Costume Contest
2:30pm ~et Sheep Wfiqlln
Folowing Sheep • MaOO!l Goat Weigh In
Following Goat • Marltet Hog Wei;jlln
Folowing Hog • Market Beef Weigh In
Folo\l.!ng Beef • Supreme Cc1tt Contest
Preg Ched &WeY;jlln
Ulttasw'ld Carcass Contest • Done at
same time as Wei~;~! Ins
9 pm Barns Close- ClWfew

Judges Meeting

9:.00 ·11 :30 Open Oepartment Judging
11:30 .. 4-H & fFA lndoof Superin1endent
meeting
11:30- 4-H & FFA Indoor Judges meeting
Noon-3pm-. 4-H Interview Judgmg
Noon-Jpm-. FFA Indoor Exhibit Judging
5 pm - 4-H Shooti1g Sports Contests • AJr
Pistol & Rifle for Horse Show Partiapants
6:30pm- Supreme Cow &Ewe lnteMews

Friday, July 30
8 am -Jun or Horse Show • PJ.ace TBD
1 pm- 4-H Shootilg Sports Contests -

I>Jr Pistol &Rilla

Saturday, July 31
8 am - 4-H Shooti1g Sports Contests • .22
Pistol & Rille
8 am - 4-H ~Sports ContestsA.rdl8ly
1 pm - 4-H Sbootl1g Sports Contests - Nt
Pistol& Rifte
Sunday, August 1
7-8 am- 4-H Dog ShowChecx In
8am -Dog Showma~. Obedience &
Rally {shod break) 4-H Dog Agiity Cfasses
9 am- Open Rabbit Show - Tenta11ve
Noon - Barns open for set up.
HOG BARN OOES NOT OPEN FOR SET

UPTIU6PM!
5 • 8 pm -Junior Poultry checX-Il'l
FOLLOWING THE OPEN SHOW

Tuesday, August 3
8 am Dai'y Goat Show • Shoimlanship
FFA. 4-H, (Jr .• Int. Sr.) • Jr Dairy Goat
Shct¥ Classes
foiOWfng Dairy Goa Show • Oauy Cattle
Show· Showmanship: FFA. 4-H (Jr_lnt.
Sr.) • Dairy Cattfe Show Oasses
2 pm Meat Goat Show • Showmanship •
FFA. 4-H, (Jr., lnl, Sr.) ·Jr. Mamt Meat
Goat ()asses • Jr. Breedilg Meat Goat
Classes
6 pm Junior Swine Show 4-H
Showmanship (.k., Int. Sr.)
9 pm Barns Close- Ct.vfew

Wednesday, August 4
8 am - Open Poultry Show (m.&-oot)
Open Egg
FobMg Open Poultry • JIM Poultry
Show· Maltet, & Bleeding (awatds to
follow show)
11·1 .blior leader 880
5pm • Judging for Cook.off
6 pm -Junior Swine Show •
Showmanship FFA. Jr. Martel Swine
Classes· Jr. Breedilg Swine Classes
9 pm Barns Close- Curfew

Thursday, August 5
9 am - Juoiof Sheep Show.
Showmanship FFA. 4-H, (Jr.• tnt. Sr.) Jr.
Marlcet Sheep Classes· Jr. Breeding
Sheep Classes

9 am --4-H Cat Show
folowing Cat Show· Pocket Pet Show •
Adivities Buiding
• pm - Family Night
4:30 pm - Sheep lead
5:30 pm- 8odte Baby Show
7:30 pm 4-H Fashion Revue Style Show
6 pm - Event Calo.d:ta
7pm-Event
9 pm 8ams Close- Q.&rfew

Friday, August 6
7 am -Catlle Women's Pancake Brealdast
7:30 am - Supreme Cc1tt - Phase 2
Sam- Jt.llior Beef Show- .h-. Bree0109
Beef Ctasses, ShowmanShip FFA, 4-H,
(Jr.. lnl Sr.) Jr. Maltet Beef Classes
1-2 pmblior Maltet Rabbit CHECK IN·
CaiJing Available
2:30pm ~et Rabbit Show
5 pm -Sale Consignment Closft
5 pm- State Fair livestock Entries
dose

5:30 pm-Uvestoct Released (.-.eludes
' poultry)· Sale Conslgninents & must ·
rernai\ on the grounds (No animals wBl be
released on Sal · Friday eveoing &

Sunday Ooly)
8 pm - 4-H Jooior Lead'er Youth Oaoc:e
6pm Corn ttlle Tournament
9 pm Bams Close- o..few ·

Saturday, August 7
9 am · Round Robin (FFA. 4-H Small
Minai, 4-H Large Animal)
12 pm - Barns Open for Buyers
1 pm- JLS Buyers Appceaation Oi'lner
2 pm Junior l.Nestock Sale
3 pm .. lndoof Exhibits Released

Sunday, Aug. 2
6atn. Oetk- anmals ~
TI*day, Aug. 4
7 pm- MandaJoly 4-H Sla Fw Oelegal*
~

w~. Aug. s

8 am · 5 pm- 4·H Stltle Fait &t.blts dueEx!ension OfSce
TL!tlday, Aug. 1t
8-9 am -4-H Stale Fat Foods Emblts due·
Extenslcn Office
Frictay, Aug. 21
8 am • 5 pm- Slale F.IW E.xh!bits shculd be
pic:lced upaUI\t ~on Ollice.
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Scholarship Deadlines coming up
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What do you Uive

Ju ly 1

WW Dalles Memorial

a pie with a rash?

For enro lli ng ju niors & se nio rs i n c oll eg e
For scho larship a ppl icatio ns, p lea se co ntact the Exte nsio n O ffi ce

Congratulations
Seniors, AND also
who finished another.
school...you did it,
the summer!

•

•

Oinkrnent.
~1

~

it'S

L--COFFEE AND JELLY BEANS-----'

summertime'

Monday

Sunday

&

Ownership Deadline for Dairy
Cattle, Dairy & Meat Goats,
Sheep, Swine, and Cats is June 1.
(No paperwork)
Horse ID/Safety Certifications Due June 1.
Rabbit & Poultry IDs Due June 1.

Tuesday

1
Visual Arts
Muzzloading
, lolew Shoi!tefs
Makerspace
Rabbit Hop & Ag

I

Thursday

Wednesday
I~

Friday

4 last Day of School 5

3

Kickoffto
Summer

Shotgun
Dog Project

Archery-last Day
Previous Shooters

7

CRITTER CREEK

WILD BRUMBIES

Spring Spectacular June 4-6 -Riverton .

8

9

10

SPEED GOATS

LITTLE HORSE POWER
SMOKIN' GUNS

12

11

4-H Carnival
5KRun/Walk
Jr Leaders Garage Sale
Pancake Breakfast

New Shooters
Dog Project

Spring Spectacular

Fairboard

Muzzleloading County
Shoot

Sale Committee

4- H Foundation

14

HARMONY HUSTLERS
STOMPIN' STEAMBOATS

BUNKHOUSE BUNCH
YELLOW JACKETS

20
Summer Begins

Flag Day

17

19

18

Previous Shooters

Cat Project
4-H Foundation
3-D Archery Shoot

Showcase Showdown June 15-17

21

IZ4

23

22

t26

25

HIGH PLAINS
LITTLE LARAMIE VALLEY

Sewing Project
Shotgun
Dog Project

New Shooters
High Altitude
Jackpot-Laramie

Wind R1ver Classic
Jackpot-Big Piney
Albany County Shoot June 11-12

Shotgun
Dog Project

New Shooters
Rabbit Hop & Ag
Wind River Classic
Jackpot-Big Piney

Previous Shooters

Shotgun County Shoot

16

15

13

~·

Showcase Showdown
Registration Due

4-H Council

6

Saturday

Previous Shooters
lamb/ Goat Project

Massey Camp June 21-22

1-80 Extravaganza-Rawlins June 25-27
Gem City Jackpot June 25-27

NE Grand Slam June 24-26

National Shooting Sports Invitational-Grand Island, NE June 20-25

27

28

29

Gem City Jackpot
1·80 Extra.

Rabbit Project

IR. lEADERS

30

New Shooters
Rabbit Hop & Ag

Shotgun
Dog Project

I

J
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Ittfor.-fltiott for
J..yjy footttotes due by:
Jutte 25th!!

Albany County Extension Office
3520 S. 3rd St, Suite A
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone: 307-721-2571

Sincerely,

Mary Louise Wood
Sarah Gonzalez

~/(~~

Mary Louise Woo~, ¥-HjYouth Extension Educator
&

Email:
mwood8@uwyo .edu
albanyco@uwyo .edu

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
Bam-Noon & 1-Spm

SaraSi'::.:,~stant

Footnotes available online at:
www . uwY.o.ed u Ices/ countx I a I ba ndnewsletters . html

& your 4h .zsuite . org, account

m

~fl

Find us on

... Facebook ifJm
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5

6

7
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8
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9

10

16

17

Lamb/Goat Project

NO Dog Project

Mandatory State
Shoot Meeting

Independence Day

11

12
YELLOW JACKETS

13

15

14
SPEED GOATS
Dog Project

Rabbit Project

SMOKIN' GUNS

lamb/Goat Project

22
Dog Project

26
~abb:t Pro)ect

27

28

Sewing Project

lamb/Goat Project

29

30
4-H Foundation
Apache Clear Creek
Shootout
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Albany County
County Commissioner / Manager
525 Grand Ave #400
Laramie, WY 82070

The Federa l Aviation Administration conducted an aeronautical study
concerning a project in Rock River, WY.
The study was completed and the FAA issued a determination.
To access complete details regarding this determination, use the
Search Archives link on the Internet at http: // oeaaa.faa.gov and
search by the signature control number below, or contact our office
at (202 ) 267 - 8783 .
We encourage notification via e - mail . After registering for Email
notifications, submit a request in writing to our office to be
removed from the FAA's posta l mailing list.

Si gnature Control No: 438063224-482414574

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 4:25 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules for Chapters 14 and 38

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Wyoming Office of State Lands and Investments <WYOSLI@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 4:07 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules for Chapters 14 and 38
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
State Loan and I nv estm ent Board

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT PROPOSED RULES

Notice of Intent
Notice is hereby given that the Office of State Lands and Investments (OSLI) for the State
Loan and Investment Board, has submitted a Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules and
Regulations as follows:
1

Chapter 14 – Fees for Administrative Services and Interest Rates
Chapter 38 - Capital Construction Loans
COMMENT PERIOD STARTS June 9, 2021 AND ENDS AT 5 P.M. ON July 26, 2021
Comments are encouraged on any concerns, questions, or issues related to Chapter 38
and Chapter 14 of the State Loan and Investment Board's Rules and Regulations.
Copies of the proposed rules are available for review on the Secretary of State's website
at rules.wyo.gov or by contacting OSLI at 122 W. 25th Street, Herschler Building, Suite
W103, Cheyenne, WY 82002.
Interested persons may present comments or suggestions on the proposed rules by
submitting written comments to; Attention: Beth Blackwell - Program Manager, Office of
State Lands and Investments, 122 W. 25th Street, Herschler Building, Suite W103,
Cheyenne, WY 82002 or email at elizabeth.blackwell@wyo.gov.
If you have any questions or need assistance, contact Beth Blackwell at 307-777-6373
or elizabeth.blackwell@wyo.gov

Office of State Lands and Investments
Herschler Building, Suite W103, 122 W 25th ST, Cheyenne, WY 82002
(307) 777-7331 | lands.wyo.gov

Account Preferences
Manage Subscriptions | Unsubscribe | Help | Contact Us

This email was sent to jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us using GovDelivery Communications Cloud, on behalf of: Wyoming Office of State
Lands and Investments · Herschler Building, 1E 122 W 25th ST Cheyenne, WY 82002
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1000 E. University Ave. • Dept. 3295
Loramie, Wyoming 82071
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June 8, 2021
Greetings,
The Wyoming Technology Transfer Center (WYT2/LT AP) is pleased to be able to present your
county with the following products:
1. A report summarizing the conditions of your county paved roads.
2. A hard drive containing all the video logs of your county paved roads. (This information
is supplied to road and bridge departments only.)

Both items 1 and 2 resulted from the statewide efforts to monitor the conditions of all county
paved roads. In addition to the information provided with this letter, there will be a statewide
report which will be provided to the Wyoming County Commissioners Association. The
statewide report will help in documenting the conditions and summarizing the needs for all
county paved roads.
The Wyoming T2 website will contain other information in GIS maps which you might find
useful. Please check our website at the following address: http://vvww.uwvo.edu/wvt2/
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need any additional details.

Sincerely,

Khaled Ksaibati, Ph.D., P.E.
Director, Wyoming Technology Transfer Center
1000 E. University Avenue
Department 3295
University of Wyoming
Laramie, WY 82071-3295
TEL# (307) 766-6230

Conditions of Paved Roads in
Albany County, Wyonting (2020)

By
Wyoming Technology Transfer Center
University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming, 82071
307-766-6230; wyt2c@uwyo.edu

June, 2021
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INTRODUCTION

In 2014, the Wyoming County Commissioner Association (WCCA), Wyoming Department of
Transportation (WYDOT) and the State Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) supported
funding a project to develop a comprehensive database for Pavement Management System
(PMS) of county paved roads. As a result, a comprehensive effort was conducted by the
Wyoming Technology Transfer Center (WYT2/LTAP) to collect roadway inventory data,
pavement condition data and roadway thicknesses. The pavement condition data includes: Rut
Depths, International Roughness Index (IRI), Pavement Condition Index (PCI) and Pavement
Serviceability Index (PSI). In 2014, the pavement condition data and roadway thickness were
collected by WYT2/LTAP center on 2,444 miles of county paved roads. Based on this data, a
comprehensive database was completed and reports summarizing the overall pavement condition
were prepared. The database and reports contained in a hard drive were mailed to each county
and WYDOT in May 2015. The database was also published in Arc GIS online hosted by
WYT2/LTAP center. To continue this effort, pavement condition data has been collected every
year for half of the state. In 2020, the pavement condition data was collected on 1, 124 miles in
the following counties in the Eastern part of the state: Albany, Campbell, Carbon, Converse,
Crook, Goshen, Johnson, Laramie, Natrona, Niobrara, Platte, Sheridan and Weston counties (See
Figure 1).
Pathway Services, Inc. which has collected the data for this project since 2014, collected
the data for 2020 as well. The data collected in 2020 is shown in Figure 2. In 2020, pavement
thickness was not collected since it was collected in 2014. The 2020 data was collected with
Pathway 3D Data Acquisition System and it was provided to the WYT2/LT AP center early in
2021. The new 3D Data Acquisition System uses fast, high-resolution 3D cameras that capture
both high-resolution images and transverse profiles of the road surface. The transverse profiles
consist of thousands of points across the lane. In addition to this, the new technology included an
imaging and crack detection tool to assess the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) automatically.
Table 1 is a sample of the comprehensive database including the 2014, 2018 and 2020 pavement
condition data.
Overall, the findings of this project are summarized in three main elements: reports for
each individual county, a statewide report, and a comprehensive database published in ArcGIS
online hosted by the WYT2/LTAP center. This report summarizes pavement conditions of2020
in Albany County. In addition, this report compares the pavement condition between 2014, 2018
and 2020. The comprehensive database is also published online by the WYT2/LTAP center. The
raw datasets are also included on a hard drive mailed to each county.
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Figure 1: Eastern Part of t e State Monitored in the summer of 2020.
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Figure 2: Pavement ManagE ment System Data Included in this Report

Table 1: Sampl e of Comprehensive Database
2014
County

RI D

Begm

MP

End
MP

Primary Name

Asphalt/
Concrete
Thickness

Inch
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany

ML4247B
ML4247B
ML5004B
ML5008B

0.6
1.09
0.5
2.27

1.09
1.3
0 .83
3.81

Adon Road
American Road

Bluebird Lane
Roser Canvon Road

1.09 1
06
0 .5
2.27

2018

2020

Base
Thickness
(inch)

Rut

IRI

PC I

PS I

Rut

IRI

PCI

PSI

1.09
1.3
0 .83
3.8 1

0. 13
0.20
0 .14
0 .13

158
193
204
89 .5

75
66
70
79

1.32
0 .58
0 .67
2.49

0 .06
0 .06
0 .09
0 .06

149.5
145.5
223 .5
90

87
87
81
87

1.84
1.90
0 .86

8

2.17

Average
Road
Width

26
20
28
52
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2 BACKGROUND
2.1

Road Segmentation

A primary task in any PMS is to create a list of roadway segments that have uniform
performance conditions along their lengths. When maintenance records are limited and
inconsistent among different counties, roadways can be segmented based on the perceived usage
levels, changes in surface type, and major intersections where traffic either diverts or converges
with a road. Locations of the road segments are established with global positioning system (GPS)
technology and stored in a geographic information system (GIS) database. This segmentation
was performed by WYT2/LTAP staff and Pathway® Services.
2.2

Pavement Condition Parameters

The Pathway Services® automated data collection van operates at normal highway speeds to
collect four types of information for each road: automated rutting data expressed in inches
(RUT); International Roughness Index (IRI); video logs of the pavement and roadside; and 3D
images. Additionally, roadway width is measured remotely using satellite imagery.
2.2.1

Rut Depths (RD)

The rut depth is a measure of permanent deformation of pavement. WYDOT identifies any roads
with rutting greater than 0.3 inches as potentially hazardous (Huntington, et al. 2013). Since
2016, the rut depth data has been collected more precisely compared to previous years (2014 and
20 15). Since 2016, the full depth transverse profile is measured many times every inch along the
roadway. In previous years, only one transverse profile was measured every five feet.
2.2.2

International Roughness Index (IRI)

The IRI is the roughness index commonly used for representing ride quality. IRI is represented
as units of slope (in/mi). The thresholds used by (Huntington, et al. 2013) for defining condition
based on the IRI are as follows:
Excellent: Less than 70 in./mi
Good: 70 - 100 in./mi
Fair: 101 - 130 in./mi
Poor: 131 - 170 in./mi
Very Poor: Greater than 170 in./mi
2.2.3

Pavement Condition Index (PCI)

PCI was developed by the United States Army Corps ofEngineers ranging from 0 and 100
quantifying the condition of a roadway based on surface distresses, where 100 represents the best
possible condition and 0 represents the worst possible condition. A pavement condition index
(PCI) for each segment is generated by using the video logs from cameras facing the pavement
Bllff1lvv 1 for witwh 5;~m~nt! ~¥Y¥ml ~ections are sampled or the whole seiment can be considered
9

to measure the distresses. In previous years (20 14 and 20 15), an operator conducted the distress
evaluation using specialized software. Irl 2016, a new 3D Data Acquisition System was adopted
in Wyoming to identify and measure the distresses automatically using imaging and crack
detection technology. From these distress measurements, the PCI is calculated.
The primary uses of PCI include identicling immediate maintenance and rehabilitation needs,
monitoring pavement condition over time, develop a network preventive maintenance strategy,
develop road maintenance budgets, and ~valuate pavement materials and designs. Huntington et
al. (2013) used the thresholds for defininlg pavement condition based on the PCI. Conditions are
divided into three categories: (1) Good: Greater than 85, (2) Fair: 70- 85, and (3) Poor: Less than
70.

2.2.4

Pavement Distresses

Since 2018, this project has included a d tailed breakdown of specific pavement distresses on
county roads. This distress specific data is a more detailed report of the same information
collected by the 3D Data Acquisition Sy~tem described above in section 2.2.3 regarding PCI.
This extensive data set details distress tyfe, severity, extent and location. The following
distresses are included in this report and are defined by the Strategic Highway Research
Program' s (SHRP) p-338 manual as:
•

Transverse cracking- "Cracks that are predominately perpendicular to pavement
centerline and are not located ov r portland cement concrete joints" (SHRP, 1993).
o Low Severity- Sealed craak, or unsealed cracking with a mean width of :::; 0.25
inches.
o Medium Severity- Crackij g with a mean width > 0.25 inches and :::; 0.75 inches;
or any cracking of equal 'Tidth that is adjacent to low severity cracking.
o High Severity- Cracking with a mean width of > 0.75 inches; or any cracking with
a mean width of ~ 0.75 in hes that is also adjacent to moderate or high severity
cracking.

I

•

Longitudinal cracking- "Cracks p edominately parallel to pavement centerline" (SHRP,
1993).
o Low Severity- Sealed era! , or unsealed cracking with a mean width of :::; 0.25
inches.
o Medium Severity- Cracki g with a mean width > 0.25 inches and :::; 0.75 inches;
or any cracking of equal lidth that is adjacent to low severity cracking.
o High Severity- Cracking ith a mean width of > 0.75 inches; or any cracking with
a mean width of ~ 0.75 inches that is also adjacent to moderate or high severity
cracking.

10
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•

Alligator cracking- "A series of interconnected cracks in early stages of development.
Develops into many-sided, sharp-angled pieces, usually less than 1 foot on the longest
side, characteristically with a chicken wire/alligator pattern" (SHRP, 1993).
o Low Severity- A series of cracks with none or few connected cracks. Cracks are
not sealed and there is no evidence spalling or pumping.
o Medium Severity- Interconnected cracks forming above described pattern. May
include light spalling and cracks may be sealed, but no evidence of pumping.
o High Severity- Interconnected cracks displaying moderate to severe spalling.
Individual pieces may move under traffic loading and may display evidence of
pumpmg.

•

Patching- "Portion of pavement surface, greater than 1 square foot that has been removed
and replaced, or additional material applied to the pavement after original construction"
(SHRP, 1993). Our data defines patching in square footage, not in terms of severity
level.

•

Potholes- "Bowl-shaped holes of various sizes in the pavement surface" (SHRP, 1993 ).
Our data defines potholes in square footage, not in terms of severity level.

2.2.5

Pavement Serviceability Indexes (PSI)

PSI provides a single number on a scale from 0 to 5 that evaluates the overall condition of the
pavement from the traveling public ' s perspective. The following equation is used by WYDOT to
calculate the PSI of the state highway system:

PSI = 5.35e- 0 ·0058 *1R1

-

4RUT 2

-

3 ( 1-

(;~~))

Where:
• IRI is the International Roughness Index (inches/mile)
• RUT is the mean Rut Depth (inches)
• PCI is the Pavement Condition Index (based on ASTM D6433)
The following rating scale is used in this project to
particular PSI value:
Greater than 3. 5
3.01 - 3.5
2.51-3 .0
2.0-2.5
Less than 2.0

11

describe the condition of roads with a
Excellent Condition
Good Condition
Fair Condition
Poor Condition
Very Poor Condition

2.2.6

Average Roadway Width

Beginning in 2018, average roadway widlth was added as a new parameter in this report.
1
Roadway paved surface widths were me sured using Google Earth high-definition satellite
imagery and measurement tool. Three easurements were taken for each road segment and then
averaged.
The following scale is used in this projeat to describe the average width of roads measured in
feet.
Less than 25 ft.
Narrow
25-26 ft.
Moderate
27-30 ft.
Wide
Greater than 30ft.
Very Wide

12
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3

ALBANY COUNTY DATA

Data from GIS layer of county paved roads and pavement condition were summarized for
Albany County in this report. Appendix A-1 provides the list of the roadway segments with
pavement conditions (Rut Depth, IRI, PCI, PSI and average road width). This chapter describes
the overall conditions of Albany County paved roads.

3.1

Albany County Paved Roads

As shown in Table 2, there are 33 roadway segments in Albany County with 42 miles. Albany
County paved roads and roadway segments can be seen in Figure 3 and 4 respectively.

Table 2: Summary of County Paved Roads in Albany County.
Total Length, miles
Total Number of Segments
Minimum Segment Length, mile
Maximum Segment Length, mile

Statewide
2,335
1,990
0.001
25.82
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Eastern Part
1,124
755
0.019
14.11

Albany County
42.35
33
0.04
6.99

Albany County

l

~ o._'\
County Paved Roads
-

County Paved Roads

-

State Highways

1

2

3

4

~~~~::J==I.::::::::~~----======:::::::~--- Miles

- All Roads

Figure 3: Amany County Paved Roads.
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0 0.5 1

County Paved Roads
-

2

3

4

••~•1:11--===::::J-- Miles

Each county segment has different color

- - State Highways
-

All Roads

Figure 4: Albany County Segmented Roads.
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3.2
3.2.1

Pavement Condition Assessmen s
Rut Depths (RD)

Table 3 and Figure 5 show the average rut depth divided into two categories: greater than 0.3
inches and less than 0.3 inches in Alban County and statewide county roads. Figure 6 shows the
rut depth of each paved road segment in Albany County.
. Alb any
T a bl e 3 : R u t D ep th lD

More than 0.3 inches
0.3 inches or less
Missing

Total

c oun

. 2018 an d 2020
vs. Sta t ew1"d e an dE as t ern s·d
1 em

Summary in Miles (Percentage)
Albany
Eastern side of Eastern side of
t ibany
County, 2018
County, 2020 the State, 20 18 the State, 2020
24 (2%)
0 (0%)
0 (0%)
2 (< 1%)
42 (1 00%)
42 (98%)
1,100 (98%)
1,137(97%)
20 (2%)
0 (0%)
1 (2%)
0 (0%)
43 (100%)
~2 (100%)
1,159 (100%) 1,124 (100%)

I
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.

Statewide,
2014
227 (9%)
2,122 (87%)
95 (4%)
2,444 (100%)
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Albany County,
2014

Albany County,
2018

20

Statewide, 2014

•

0.3 inches or less

2

Eastern side of the
State 2018
•

Albany County,
2020

More than 0.3 inches

Eastern side of
the State 2020
Missing

Figure 5: Rut Depth in Albany County vs. Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.

17

Albany County

--

0 0.5 1

Rut Depth
-

0.3 1nc hes or less

Missing

Mo re t han 0.3 In ch es

All Roads

Figure 6: Rut

2

3

State Highways

N

A

Miles

Conditions in Albany County.
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3.2.2 International Roughness Index (IRI)
Table 4 and Figure 7 show the roughnesk conditions (IRI) in Albany County. 5 percent of the
roads in Albany County have very poor oughness values. Figure 8 shows the roughness
condition of each paved road segment i Albany County.

Table 4: Roughness in Albany Cou

Excellent (Less than 70)
Good (70 - 100)
Fair (101- 130)
Poor (131 - 170)
Very Poor (Greater than 170)
Missing
Total

lty vs. Statewide and Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.

Albany
County,
2018
3 (8%
8 (19%
25 (58%
4

(10%~

2 (5%~
0 (O%i
43 (100%j

Albany
Eastern side of Eastern side
Statewide,
ofthe State,
County,
the State,
2014
2020
2018
2020
3 (7%)
87 (8%)
89 (8%)
121 (5%)
16 (38%)
201 (17%)
219 (19%)
346 (14%)
17 (40%)
185 (16%)
208 (19%)
248 (10%)
4 (10%)
205 (18%)
188 (17%)
386 (16%)
2 (5%)
421 (37%)
458 (39%)
1,248 (51%)
20 (2%)
0 (0%)
0 (0%)
95 (4%)
42 (100%) 1,159 (100%) 1,124 (100%) 2,444 (100%)
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Albany County,
2014

95

Albany County,
2018

121

Albany County,
2020

20

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I

Statewide, 2014

Eastern Side of
the State, 2018

•

Less than 70

•

70-100

•

131-170

•

Greater than 170

Eastern Side of
the State, 2020

101-130
•

Missing

Figure 7: Roughness in Albany County vs. Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.
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Figure 8: Rougflness (IRI) in Albany County.
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3.2.3 Pavement Condition Index
The 2020 and 2018 PCI data were
using the same method of automated scanning road
distresses. The 2020 data were ~~···...,·~· to the 2018 data as shown in Figures 9 and 10. Figure
9 shows that the average PCI in Albany
decreased from 82 (standard deviation 7) in
2018, to 78 (standard deviation 6) in
. Similarly, Figure 10 shows that the average PCI
decreased from 75 (standard deviation in 2018 to 74 (standard deviation 7) in 2020 for the
Eastern side of Wyoming. The decrease average PCI from 2018 to 2020 reflects two years of
deterioration.
traffic, pavement maintenance projects
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Table 5 and Figure 11 show the PCI summary of all paved Albany County roads. Figure 12
shows graphically the PCI levels of all Albany County paved roads.

Table 5: PCI in Albany County vs. Statewide and Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.

Less than 70
70- 85
Greater than 85
Missing
Total

Albany County, Albany County, Eastern side of Eastern side of
Statewide, 2014
2018
2020
the State, 2018 the State, 2020
479 (20%)
1 (2%)
1 (2%)
388 (33%)
508 (45%)
601 (25%)
36 (84%)
586 (52%)
38 (89%)
706 (61%)
1,259 (52%)
6 (14%)
45 (4%)
30 (3%)
4 (9%)
106 (4%)
0 (0%)
0 (0%)
20 (2%)
0 (0%)
43 (100%)
42 (100%)
1,159 (100%)
1,124 (100%)
2,444 (100%)

25

1

1

2%

2%

Albany County,
2014

1

36

38

84%

89%

Albany County,
2020

ny County,
2018

30

45

3%

586
52%

Ea ern side of
the tate, 2018

Statewide, 2014

•

Less Than 70

70-85

Figure 11: PCI in Albany County

•

Eastern side of the
State, 2020

Greater than 85

•

Missing

Statewide and Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.

26

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

0

Pavement Condition Index
-

Less Than 70 70-85

0.5

1

2

3

4

11•-=••-=:J---====:::::~--• Miles

Greater than 85 - - All Roads

- - State Highways

N

A

Figure 12: Pavement Condition Index (PCI) in Albany County.
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3.2.4

Pavement Distresses

Figures 13 through 17 display specific pavement distresses averaged per-mile for Albany
County, as well as county roads in Eastern Wyoming. Detailed distress data for every pavement
segment in the county is provided in a spreadsheet which can be found on the companion hard
drive.
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Eastern Wyoming
Transverse Cracking, linear
feet/mile

Albany County
Transverse Cracking, linear
feet/mile
400

400

300

300

200

200

338

194
91

88

100

8

100

14

0

0
Low

Me d.

Low

High

Me d.

High

Figure 13: Transverse Cracking in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.

Eastern Wyoming
longitudinal Cracking, linear
feet/mile

Albany County
longitudinal Cracking, line
feet/mile

_889

1000

1000
501
500

500

219

451
195

0

0
Low

Me d .

Low

Med .

High

Figure 14: Longitudinal C acking in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.

Albany County

Eastern Wyoming

Alligator Cracking, Square
feet/mile

Alligator Cracking, Square
feet/mile

5000
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2000
1000
0

5000

-
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2000
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167
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1367
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Me d.
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Low
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Figure 15: Alligator Cracking in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.
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Patching, Square feet/mile
I

700
590

600
500
400
300
200

126

100
0
Albany County

Eastern Wyoming

Figure 16: Patching in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.

Potholes, Square feet/mile
2.5

T.3

2

1.5

1
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Figure 17: Potholes in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.
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3.2.5 Pavement Serviceability Indexes (PSI)
Table 6 and Figure 18 show the summaries of PSI divided into five categories for Albany County
and statewide county roads. 50% of the segments in Albany County are in poor condition,
whereas 68% of county roads in Eastern Wyoming are in poor condition. Figure 19 shows
graphically the PSI level for each segment in Albany County.

Table 6: PSI in Albany County vs. Statewide and Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020.

Greater than 3.5
3.01-3.5
2.51-3 .0
2-2.5
Less than 2
Missing
Total

Albany County, Albany County, Eastern side of
2018
2020
the State, 2018
2 (5%)
0 (0%)
6 (0%)
1 (2%)
2 (5%)
52 (4%)
3 (7%)
5 (12%)
103 (9%)
22 (51%)
14 (33%)
205 (18%)
15 (35%)
21 (50%)
773 (67%)
0 (0%)
0 (0%)
20 (2%)
43 (100%)
42 (100%)
1.159 (100%)

33

Eastern side of
Statewide,
the State, 2020
2014
78 (3%)
0 (0%)
42 (4%)
177 (7%)
239 (10%)
139 (12%)
177 (16%)
187 (8%)
1,658 (68%)
765 (68%)
0 (0%)
106 (4%)
1,124 (100%) 2,444 (100%)

I
I
2
4%

1
3

2

2

5%

2% 5%

17
36%

Albany County 2014

ny County 2018

Albany County 2020

6

106
177

42
4%

4%

Statewide, 2014

•

Less than 2

•

3.01-3.50

Figure 18: PSI in Albany County

Eastern Side of
the State 2020

rn side of the
State 2018

2.00-2.50
• Greater than 3.5

•

2.51-3.00

•

Missing

Statewide and Eastern Side in 2018 and 2020
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Figure 19: Pavement Serviceability Index (PSI) in Albany County.
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3.2.6

Average Road Width

Table 7 and Figure 20 show the summaries of average road width divided into four categories for
Albany County and county roads in Eastern Wyoming. Figure 21 shows graphically the average
road widths of road segments in Albany County. These measurements were made in 2018.

Table 7: 2018 Average Road Width in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.

Less than 25 ft.
25-26 ft.
27-30 ft.
Greater than 30ft.
Total

Albany County,
2018
5 (12%)
14(32%)
9 (21 %)
15(35%)
43 (100%)

37

Eastern side of
the State, 2018

300 (25%)
387 (33%)
303 (26%)
195 (16%)
1,159 (100%)

Albany County Average
Width,2018

• Less than 25 ft.

Average Road Width
Eastern Wyoming, 2018

d

• 25-26 ft.

• 27-30 ft .

Greater than 30ft.

Figure 20: 2018 average roatl width in Albany County vs. Eastern Side.
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Figure 21: 2018 Average Road Width in Albany County.
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SUMMARY

This report provided the datasets and summaries for the condition of Albany County paved
roads. The following datasets are provided on the companion hard drive: video logs, combined
dataset of road condition parameters (Rut Depth, IRl, PCI, detailed distress information, PSI and
average width). As shown in Figure 22, other information/reports will be also available for
counties to view on the WYT2 /LTAP website.

Wyoming County Paved Roads

(Eastern Side: 13 Counties)

I

Information of Individual Counties

'

I f1ectr:n;:ta and

I

StatM* Conditions (EHtem Side)
Online G SMaps on
WYT2/L.TAP Website

H

Video logs of pavement surfiiCeS

r----+

Combined dataset indudine Rut. IRI,
PO, PSI, distress data & avg. width
Video logs of pavement surfaces

!
Pavement
Condition Report

I

J

Figure 22: Project Deliverables

If you have any question about the contents of this report, please contact:
Khaled Ksaibati, Ph.D., P.E.
Director, Wyoming Technology Transfer Center
University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming, 82071
307-766-6230; Khaled@uwyo.edu
Austin Woody
Transportation Specialist, Wyoming Technology Transfer Center
University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming, 82071
307 -690-0480; Awoody@uwyo.edu
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APPENDIX
Appendix A-1: Albany County Pavement Condition Summaries.
2018

2014
Co unty

R ID

Begin
MP

End
MP

Primary Name

Asphalt/
Concrete
Thickness

Inch
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany
Albany

Albany

ML4247B
ML4247B
ML5004B
ML5008 B
ML5008 B
ML5008 B
ML5009B
ML5009B
ML50 10B
ML50 11 B
ML50 11B
ML50 11 B
ML50 12B
ML50 12B
ML50 12B
ML50 17B
ML5023B
ML5034B
ML5036B
ML5036B
ML5036B
ML5037B
ML5037B
ML5037B
ML5060 B
ML5060B
ML5060B
ML5069 B
ML5071B

0.6
1.09
0.5
2.27
3.83
4.38
0
0.22

ML507 1B

5.57

ML5072B
ML5087B
ML9417B

0.26
1.13
1. 89
0.09
0.5
2.59
0

2.6
3.05
0
0.405
0.6
0
1.26
2.68
0

1.09
1.3
0.83
3.83
4.83
11.37
0.22
0.42
0.2 16
1.1 3
1.89
2.24
0.5
2.59
3.787
0.04
0.06
2.6
3.05

Adon Road
American Road
Bluebird Lane
Roger Canyon Road
Roger Canyon Road
Roger Canyon Road

Huron Street
Huron Street
County Shop Road
Ft. Sanders Road
Ft. Sanders Road
Ft. Sanders Road
Howe Road
Howe Road

Howe Road
Sand Creek Road
Lake Hattie Road
Welsh Lane
Dutton Creek Road
Dutton Creek Road
Dutton Creek Road

0.2 16
0.6
0.91
1.26
2.68
3. 11
0.5
5.57

Pahlow Lane

1.92
3.3
0.26

Pahlow Lane
Hanson Lane
Hannony Lane
Ft . Sanders Road

Vista Drive

Vista Drive
Vista Drive
Soldier Springs Road
Soldier Springs Road
Soldier Springs Road
Union Chapel Road

1.55
1.88
1.28
2.83
2.82
2.84
1.65
2.87
0.00
3. 14
3. 10
2.56
1.36
2.20
2.17
0.00
2.9 1
0.00
2.20
2.50
2.46
2.02
3.73
1.87
3.62
3.82
3.43
0.00
2.25
2.60
3.00
2.77
2.02

2020

Base
Thickness
(inch)

Rut

IRI

PC I

PSI

4.38
4.98
3.04
5.38
4.37
3.88
4.60
4.83
4 .24
5.94
6.07
5. 18
4.95
5.7 1
7.24
5.31
2.68
2.74
2.20
1.8 1
2.20
4.25
4.08
3 .77
6.26
5.3 1
5.22
3.88
3.64
4.09
2.87
4. 10
5.3 1

0.06
0.06
0.09
0.06
0.08
0.10
0.00
0.00
0.07
0.06
0.04
0.05
0.04
0.08
0.23
0.03
0. 11
0.06
0. 12
0. 19
0.28
0.06
0.06
0.07
0. 14
0. 13
0.00
0.04
0.09
0.08
0.08
0.06
0.06

149.5
145.5
223 .5
90
137.5
10 1
166 .5
99
358.5
77
80.5
167
183 .5
120
11 6
441.5
13 1.5
327.5
123
129
126
180
59
15 1
65
56.5
64 .5
479 .5
123 .5
100
113 .5
97
146 .5

87
87
81
87
98
71
81
76
80
82
81
90
73
73
73
79
78
89
83
85
73
86
94
90
81
97
89
68
82
80
82
82
86

I 84
I 90
0.86
2.77
2.32
2.07
0.00
0.00
0.05
2.87
2.78
1.72
1.03
1.83
1.72
0.00
1.79
0.46
2.05
1.94
1.46
145

43

3_61

1.91
3.03

370
0.00
0.00
2.04
2.37
2.20
2.50
1.86

Average
Road
Width

26
20
28
52
28
25
25
28
26
21
19
31
32
25
47
23
24
25
43
28
49
21
23
26
37
36
29
32
27
32
29
26
26

Rut

IRI

PC I

PSI

0. 16
0.17
0. 19
0. 14
0. 13
0.12
0.09
0.09
0. 12
0.09
0.08
0. 12
0.08
0.08
0.06
0. 17
0. 10
0.05
0. 10
0.09
0.09
0. 13
0. 10
0. 18
0. 13
0. 15
0.13
0.28
0.11
0.11
0.09
0.09
0.09

135
149
194
91
75
98
142
98
276
79
82
182
164
135
Ill
493
115
266
12 1
145
118
68
161
173
62
61
70
473
119
99
103
88
138

72
80
73
86
87
70
75
87
80
77
82
77
67
71
71
84
76
82
76
76
71
95
70
76
76
87
81
68
76
77
76
71
85

1.51
1.54
0.79
2.66
3.02
2.08
1.57
2.6 1
0.43
2.66
2.77
1.12
1.05
1.56
1.93
0.00
2.00
0.59
1.90
1.55

180
3.39
1.17
1.1 1
2.95
3.29
2.94
0.00
1.92
2.27
2.20
2 .3 1
1.92

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, June 11, 2021 10:13 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: E-Buzz June 11th

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Laramie Chamber Business Alliance <jboudreau@laramie.org>
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 9:45 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: E-Buzz June 11th
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
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E-BUZZ
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance | June 11, 2021

NEWS & EVENTS

2

Covid Relief Grants & Loans
The Laramie Chamber Business
Alliance and City of Laramie
continue the availability of grants and
loans to support COVID-19 recovery
and relief for local businesses!
>>>Grant/Loan Information<<<

Supporting Wyoming's Small-Scale
Producers, Makers, Artists and
Artisans
Last month, the Wyoming Business
Council and Main Street
America hosted a virtual conference
dedicated to supporting Wyoming’s
small-scale manufacturers and
craftsmen. Recordings of the Make
Wyoming workshops are now
available on a new website with
ongoing resources, tools, and
educational opportunities for
Wyoming’s makers.
Learn more at makewyoming.org

3

TerraPower, Wyoming Governor
and PacifiCorp announce efforts
to advance nuclear technology in
Wyoming
Governor Gordon, TerraPower and
PacifiCorp announced efforts today
to advance nuclear technology in
Wyoming. The two power companies
are looking at opportunities to
advance a Natrium™ reactor
demonstration project at a retiring
coal plant in Wyoming. They are
currently evaluating several potential
locations in the state.
Learn More Here

WORKSHOPS / TRAINING / OPPORTUNITIES

Wyoming Small Business Development Center
Things Your Accountant Hasn't Told You About Your Business
Online Training

4

Tues. June 15th, 10:00 - 11:00 am

Wyoming Women's Business Center
Post-Pandemic Marketing; 5 New Rules for Your Business
Online Webinar
Thurs. June 17th, 12:00 - 12:30 pm
Women-Owned Series
The Nest Toy Library
Read Additional Success Stories

WELCOME 2021 NEW MEMBERS!
The Human Bean
Lariat Realty, LLC
Lake Bookkeeping, LLC
The Lodge Nutrition & Energy

Members of the Week:
Brown & Hiser, LLC

5

Laramie Trap Club

MEMBER MESSAGE BOARD
If you would like to submit an ad or an article for the E-Buzz, please email jboudreau@laramie.org
Thursday before noon. LCBA Member benefits include advertising in the weekly E-BUZZ.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS

25

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Available Properties
2 Room offices for rent
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LCBA JOB BANK


View other available jobs



Post Jobs

Other Local Job Sites


Laramie, WY Jobs Board for Displaced Workers Due to Covid-19



Ivinson Memorial Hospital Careers



City of Laramie Employment Opportunities



University of Wyoming Employment Opportunities



Trihydro Job Opportunities



Cathedral Home for Children Careers



Premier Bone and Joint Centers



Climb Wyoming

27

THANK YOU TO OUR E-BUZZ SPONSORS

28

The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance is a member-based,
non-profit organization located in Laramie, Wyoming. Its main
objective is to attract and retain primary jobs, along with
facilitating the expansion and development of existing businesses
in order to achieve sustainable growth and improve the economic
well-being of the City of Laramie and Albany County citizens in
Wyoming.

Copyright © 2021 Laramie Chamber Business Alliance, All rights reserved.
Monthly update from LCBA.
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Our mailing address is:
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
800 South 3rd St.
Laramie, Wy 82070
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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11 June 2021
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Seasonal paving operations to begin in Albany County

LARAMIE, Wyo. — Maintenance crews with the Wyoming Department of Transportation will begin
seasonal paving operations in Albany County on Tuesday, weather permitting.
Work will begin on the Interstate 80 service road/Old U.S. Highway 30 near Vedauwoo, between mile
markers 5-6.18. This operation is expected to take about two days.
Once that section is complete, crews will focus on various approaches off of U.S. 30/Grand Avenue
between Vista Drive and the I-80 interchange, including east Bill Nye Avenue and Pilot Peak Road.
Other routes scheduled for paving include:





A small section of Wyoming Highway 230 near Fox Run Golf Course at about mm 4.7
A portion of Wyoming Highway 34 near Sybille Road, between mm 10.01-11.5
A section of Wyoming Highway 11 near Albany at about mm 9.4
A section of Wyoming Highway 130 outside of Centennial at about mile marker 26.5

Motorists through any of the above areas this month should expect potential delays due to lane
closures, reduced speed limits and other traffic control. In any work zone, be sure to avoid distractions
like cell phones and obey all posted signs and flaggers.
Paving operations in Albany County are expected to take about a month. All WYDOT project scheduling
is subject to change, including due to inclement weather and material or equipment availability.
-30For information about this news release, contact WYDOT District 1 public information
specialist Jordan Achs at 307-745-2142 or jordan.achs@wyo.gov.
For the latest road conditions, visit www.wyoroad.info, call 5-1-1, or download the
Wyoming 511 app.
Follow District 1 on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wydot1 and on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/wydot1.

WYOMING OFFICE oF STATE LANDs ANd·INv:ESTMEN.lfs
(''

, .. I,.
l.il

122 West 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Phone: 307.777.7331
Fax: 307.777.3524
slfmail@wyo.gov
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t ?

·MA-RK GORDON
Governor

•.. r.:..
JENtFER E. SCOGGIN
Director

June 8, 2021
Albany County Commissioners
525 E. Grand A venue
Laramie, WY 82070

Re:
Sublessee:
Term:

Lease No(s). SU-01026
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission
7/1/2020 to 7/1/2045

Sublease Agreement Between: Albany County Commissioners and Wyoming Game
and Fish Commission

The State Board of Land Commissioners in regular session on June 3, 2021, approved the
above subject agreement for the period specified.
If you have any questions or require any additional information, please don't hesitate to
contact me at 307.777.6637.

Sincerely,

!)J4
Cody Booth
Surface Leasing Supervisor
Trust Land Management Division

EFFECTIVELY MANAGING NATURAL RESOURCES AND FUNDS FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 8:46 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 12, 2021 10:31 AM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

m_raisbeck@yahoo.com

Your Name

Merl Raisbeck

Subject

Airport Board

Message

What the heck is going on with the airport?
I just heard that the board has been sacked and a "temporary"
group of good ole boys will be running things. This doesn't
seem like a good idea in the middle of major construction
projects, and with the FAA looking into various shortcomings in
operations, unless the intent is a wholesale takeover by the city
council.

1

Why the secrecy?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

2

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 8:31 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED - CONFIDENTIAL

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Grant Showacre <GShowacre@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2021 3:54 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fwd: ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED - CONFIDENTIAL
Commissioners,
Below is an explanation of the property values in regards to the properties near the wind farm. Mr. Davis’s claim
regarding his value reduction in Fish Creek is a direct result of the wind farm. With the explanation below shows that
there are circumstances that puts Mr. Davis’s specific claims into question. I would be happy to show you our
information at your convenience in our office.
Grant
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Grant Showacre <GShowacre@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 10, 2021 at 1:42:54 AM MDT
To: Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>, "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED - CONFIDENTIAL
Kurt and Jennifer

1

Not knowing the list of all the persons involved with the attorney client privilege situation Mitch has
brought up, I can not be sure who my contacts were. I have made extensive research involving value
changes as part of my job during our process. This was all public record during the appeals process,
including sales prices.
Once appeals was over the sales prices were no longer available to the public. I was able to show them
the location of 18 properties sold in relation to the wind farm site and notify them of the no value a no
value reduction situation, with exception to Fish Creek, as a result of the 3 sales.
Fish Creek had many extenuating circumstances that lead me to believe that the wind farm was not the
reason for sales reductions. One being 2019 sales showed similar reductions as the 2020 sales. The
2019 sales showed similar reductions. This was a time where the wind farm project was not readily
known at this time. Why would 2019 show similar circumstances if the wind farm was the case??? Also
all the homes were up for sale for multiple years. In my experience when houses are up for sale for that
long of a period of time, people come to a point they just want to get rid of the place. They tend to take
the first offer, even if it is a low ball offer.
Again this is all public record. What, if any contact and information was made did not violate any laws I
am bound by.
Should you have any questions please let me know. I will be out of the office for personal issues. Please
feel free to contact me by phone. 307-721-2511
Thank you,
Grant
Sent from my iPad
On Jun 6, 2021, at 12:37 PM, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:
All:
Our office is in receipt of communication from Mr. Mitch Edwards, on behalf of his
clients who are opposed to the Rail Tie Wind Project, that they have been made aware
that employees of or agents working with ConnectGen may be attempting to reach out
to County elected officials and/or staff regarding Connect Gen’s Rail Tie Wind Project
Application WECS-01-21 (WECS Application) after the Commissioners held their public
hearing on June 1, 2021.
Any correspondence or communications received or sent by you or any members of
your staff regarding ConnectGen or the WECS Application, or the proceedings and
comments associated with the same, after the conclusion of the June 1, 2021 hearing
must be included as part of the public record. This includes communications or
correspondence via your County issued devices or your private devices or messaging
services (including texts, Messenger, WhatsApp, and any other applications). This
directive is not limited to requests from ConnectGen employees or agents but also
includes any correspondence or communication with opponents of the WECS
Application.
Any such correspondence, documentation, or communications currently existing or
received in the future, must be immediately forwarded to the Kurt Britzius, County
2

Attorney (ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us) and Jackie Gonzales, County Clerk
(jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us). Additionally, if any of you are in receipt of an attempt to
arrange a meeting, enter into, or have discussion regarding ConnectGen, the WECS
Application, or the potential impact of the Rail Tie Wind Project immediately, and
without replying to the inquirer, forward the information regarding the request to Kurt
and Jackie.
Please let us know if you have any questions and we appreciate your cooperation.
Thank you,
Jennifer M. Curran
Deputy Albany County & Prosecuting Attorney
525 Grand Ave, Suite 100
Laramie, WY 82070
(307) 721-2552 – Office
(307) 721-1868 – Direct
jcurran@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 8:44 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2021 10:55 PM
To: jimverley@msn.com
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Dr. Verley. Thank you for the email and for your thoughts about the Rail Tie Wind proposal. I
will take your comments into my consideration as I move towards a final decision. Thank you for being part of
the process and for sharing your thoughts. Have a great week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: jimverley@everyactionadvocacy.com <jimverley@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Dr.Jim Verley
<jimverley@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 5:45 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.

1

Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Short of science finding a practical way to utilize coal, we must aggressively pursue alternative/renewable sources of
energy. The Rail Tie Wind project will not only reduce the carbon footprint for Albany county it will provide a more
secure source of funding than we have had in the past. Please listen to the science and not those who have money and a
personal interest in not allowing this to go forward. They do not speak for out entire community. Any opportunity you
may have to encourage alternative energy sources for private homeowners would also be appreciated since the state of
Wyoming seems woefully short-sighted about providing those opportunities.
Sincerely,
Dr. Jim Verley
4418 Navajo Dr Laramie, WY 82072-6975
jimverley@msn.com

2

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 8:28 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: Rail Tie Wind Project Support

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2021 6:54 PM
To: alisonpearl324@gmail.com
Cc: David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Rail Tie Wind Project Support

Good afternoon Ms. Grendahl. Thank you for the email and for your thoughts about the Rail Tie Wind
proposal. I will take your comments into my consideration as I move towards a final decision. Thank you for
being part of the process and letting me know your thoughts. Have a great week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: alisonpearl324@everyactionadvocacy.com <alisonpearl324@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Alison
Grendahl <alisonpearl324@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 4:28 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Rail Tie Wind Project Support
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.

1

Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
My name is Alison Grendahl and I’m a Wyoming voter from Laramie.
I’m writing to you today to ask you to support the Rial Tie Wind Project and clean energy development in Albany County.
Clean energy must be part of Wyoming’s economic plan. Not only will this project fight against climate change, but it will
provide economic support to our county. In producing more than 500 jobs and millions in tax revenue this project can
help bring financial stability to our county.
I urge you to support the Rail Tie Wind Project for the future of Wyoming. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Alison Grendahl
1507 Steele St Laramie, WY 82070-4728
alisonpearl324@gmail.com

2

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 8:30 AM
Kayla J. White
FW: Justice for Robbie Ramirez

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2021 9:57 PM
To: im trying <lauraherberg7@gmail.com>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Commissioners
<Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Justice for Robbie Ramirez

Good evening Ms. Herberg. As you may be aware, the Albany County Commission doesn't have authority over
the Albany County Sheriff's office when it comes to policing decisions. Also, I cannot comment on ongoing
litigation. Thank you and have a great week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: im trying <lauraherberg7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 12:55 PM
To: sueibarra307@gmail.com <sueibarra307@gmail.com>; Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>; Pete Gosar
<PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>; Heber Richardson <HRichardson@co.albany.wy.us>; Council@cityoflaramie.org
<Council@cityoflaramie.org>; Andrea Summerville <asummerville@cityoflaramie.org>; bharrington@cityoflaramie.org
<bharrington@cityoflaramie.org>; jstalder@cityoflaramie.org <jstalder@cityoflaramie.org>; Paul Weaver
<pweaver@cityoflaramie.org>; jpearce@cityoflaramie.org <jpearce@cityoflaramie.org>; sacumbie@cityoflaramie.org
<sacumbie@cityoflaramie.org>; pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org <pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org>;
eodoherty@cityoflaramie.org <eodoherty@cityoflaramie.org>; bshuster@cityoflaramie.org
<bshuster@cityoflaramie.org>; Bridget.Hill@wyo.gov <Bridget.Hill@wyo.gov>; Peggy Trent <PTrent@co.albany.wy.us>;
1

Becky Farley <BFarley@co.albany.wy.us>; Joel Defebaugh <JDefebaugh@co.albany.wy.us>; Benjamin Harwich
<BHarwich@co.albany.wy.us>; Ty Peterson <TPeterson@co.albany.wy.us>; Mandy Mackenzie
<MMackenzie@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Justice for Robbie Ramirez
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.
Dear Mayor Paul Weaver, Laramie City Council members, and Albany County Commissioners,
Police violence is a growing concern around the country, and the community of Laramie, Wyoming is no exception. In
2018, Robbie Ramirez drove away during a traffic stop, resulting in a physical fight outside Mr. Ramirez's apartment
when Deputy Derek Colling caught up with him. Officer Colling shot Mr. Ramirez, an unarmed man, three times. He has
faced no consequences for killing Mr. Ramirez. A secret Grand Jury judged that Deputy Colling had not committed
involuntary manslaughter, but they did not even investigate whether he was following police protocol when he shot
Robbie three times. They did not consider if what he had done should simply be called murder. Deputy Colling also has
an alarming track history, as he was previously involved in two other fatal shootings while working for the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department and was fired from that department in 2011.
As a citizen who is concerned about appropriate policing, I do not condone Deputy Colling's choice to kill in 2018. I urge
you to reopen the investigation into Deputy Colling's devastating actions that day. There were indications that Mr.
Ramirez was suffering from mental illness that should be taken into account. I also ask for you to provide substantive
and meaningful education for law enforcement officers so that they have a better understanding of the issues facing the
mentally ill in our communities, and to invest in mental health services and alternatives to policing.
To summarize, I urge you to 1) reopen the investigation into Robbie Ramirez's death, 2) provide law enforcement with
more education and information on mental illness and how to approach individuals who may be suffering, and 3) invest
in mental health services and policing alternatives.
Sincerely,
Sent from my iPhone
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 3:02 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Happening This Week

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Laramie Chamber Business Alliance <jboudreau@laramie.org>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 2:44 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Happening This Week
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

1

Events This Week
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance | June 14, 2021

2

3

4

5

6

The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance is a member-based,
non-profit organization located in Laramie, Wyoming. Its main
objective is to attract and retain primary jobs, along with
facilitating the expansion and development of existing businesses
in order to achieve sustainable growth and improve the economic
well-being of the City of Laramie and Albany County citizens in
Wyoming.

Copyright © 2021 Laramie Chamber Business Alliance, All rights reserved.
Monthly update from LCBA.
Our mailing address is:
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
800 South 3rd St.
Laramie, Wy 82070
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 12:21 PM
Kayla J. White; David C. Gertsch
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 12:13 PM
To: jseastrand@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Dear Jesse-

Welcome to Laramie and thank you for taking time to submit your thoughts regarding the Rail Tie Wind
project. I appreciate your comments and will consider them in my decision-making. Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 14, 2021 12:21 PM
Kayla J. White; David C. Gertsch
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 12:15 PM
To: jimverley@msn.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Dear Mr. Verley-

Thank you for taking time to submit your thoughts regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I appreciate your
comments and will consider them in my decision-making.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us

1

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 5:00 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: I80/US30: I80: Planned Closure For Rockfall Mitigation Beginning 17-June 09:00 Am,
Easbound At Milepost 319.0, 2021-06-15 16:25:08

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: WYDOT <wydot@service.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 4:27 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: I80/US30: I80: Planned Closure For Rockfall Mitigation Beginning 17-June 09:00 Am, Easbound At Milepost
319.0, 2021-06-15 16:25:08
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
I80: Planned closure for rockfall mitigation beginning 17-JUNE 09:00 AM EASTBOUND near Laramie at milepost 319,
Please plan accordingly. 15-JUN 16:26

Questions?
Contact Us

STAY CONNECTED:

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help

1

This email was sent to jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Wyoming Department of
Transportation · 5300 Bishop Blvd · Cheyenne, WY 82009 · 888-996-7623
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15 June 2021
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WYDOT reminds motorists to stay alert for mobile work zones

LARAMIE, Wyo. — The Wyoming Department of Transportation would like to remind motorists to stay
alert for mobile work zones this summer season.
On May 14, WYDOT’s striping crew was striping the dashed centerline on I-80 west of Laramie, near mile
marker 300. Striping operations typically move slower than 15 mph, which can seem even slower on a
busy interstate with speed limits set at 80 mph.
As they were striping, a vehicle crashed into the mobile work zone. No injuries were reported.
Part of the standard traffic control procedure for the operation, the crew had a truck-mounted crash
attenuator (TMA) following the striping truck. TMAs and other types of crash attenuators are designed
to absorb the energy from a rear-end crash, protecting not just workers on the highway but the public as
well.
“For a high-speed crash like this, I would say it very likely saved the life of the driver and prevented
injury or worse for our crew,” said Ryan Shields, WYDOT District 1’s Traffic Engineer.
TMAs are valuable safety tools used not just for striping operations, but for maintenance jobs and other
work along high-volume routes and interstates. Even with another warning vehicle equipped with a
dynamic message sign parked farther behind the operation, witnesses told Striping Foreman Jeremy
Chatfield the driver never even tapped the brakes before the crash.
"Working along a high-speed road is extremely hazardous, and many of our crews put themselves in that
environment daily to accomplish their mission,” Shields said. “We see and read about far too many
incidents of distracted or impaired driving, which can lead to crashes like this.”
It’s easy to stop paying attention or speed up to make up for lost time between established construction
zones. However, many of WYDOT’s work zones change from day to day, like guardrail repairs or
pavement patching.
Motorists are encouraged to stay alert for potential work zones along their travels, including mobile
operations like striping. Slow down and avoid distractions like cell phones or even the work going on
around you. Obey all traffic control, and slow down and move over when passing workers on the
shoulders of a highway.
Whether it’s a quick trip across town or a road trip across the state, focus on the road and just drive.
-30-

For information about this news release, contact WYDOT District 1 public information
specialist Jordan Achs at 307-745-2142 or jordan.achs@wyo.gov.
For the latest road conditions, visit www.wyoroad.info, call 5-1-1, or download the
Wyoming 511 app.
Follow District 1 on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wydot1 and on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/wydot1.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 5:11 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Grant Award 21FEMA-ALB-FM5347-3R
Basics for Qtrly Reports Form.docx; FM-5347-3R REC.pdf; 5347-3R Approval letter.pdf

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Blake Halsey <bhalsey@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 5:02 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Aaron Appelhans <aappelhans@co.albany.wy.us>; Bailey Quick <BQuick@co.albany.wy.us>; Chad Dinges
<CDinges@co.albany.wy.us>; Pardue, Travis <travis.pardue@wyo.gov>; Jackie R. Gonzales
<JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fw: Grant Award 21FEMA-ALB-FM5347-3R
Dear Chairman, Gosar, Commissioner Richardson, and Ibarra,
FEMA has approved our post-fire application for the Mullen fire and has officially allocated funding for recovery work.
We will release this information to the public in the coming days and allow property owners to begin work. EMA, County
Fire, and State Foresty have created a process for property owners to follow to ensure funds are properly spent. This
process will be open for applications until December of 2023.
I appreciate the commission's support for the recovery efforts after the Mullen Fire and hope this will allow property
owners to restore their property after this tragic wildfire. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this project,
please do not hesitate to call or email me.

Regards,

Blake Halsey
Emergency Coordinator
1

LEPC Chair
Albany County Homeland Security/ Emergency Management
Office: (307) 721-1815
Cell: (307) 760-1746

This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above or may contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person
responsible for delivering it to the intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing
or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us
by replying to the message and delete the original message and any copies immediately thereafter
From: Shamika McDonald <shamika.mcdonald1@wyo.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 2:40 PM
To: Pardue, Travis <travis.pardue@wyo.gov>; Chad Dinges <CDinges@co.albany.wy.us>; Blake Halsey
<bhalsey@co.albany.wy.us>; chad dinges <chaddinges@gmail.com>
Subject: Grant Award 21FEMA-ALB-FM5347-3R
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
Good afternoon,
Congratulations! You have been awarded HMGP Post Fire funds for FM-5347 project 3R Albany County.
You may begin your project. Attached are the approval letter, and Environmental Report.
A quarterly report is due 30 days after the end of each Federal Fiscal Quarter (Jan 20, Apr 20, July 20, Oct
20) and is required for all grant subrecipients. I have attached a quarterly report template for your reference.
As a subrecipient, you must comply with the conditions outlined in the attached Record of Environmental
Consideration. Examples of conditions of environmental documents (not all inclusive):

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Stormwater permits (EPA’s NPDES; Section 401 of the Clean Water Act)
Dike permit
Army Corps of Engineers Section 10 or 404 permits
Floodplain development permit
Local permits for debris removal; abandonment of private wells, asbestos, etc.
Documentation that agency recommendations such as Best Management Practices (mitigation) were
followed
7. Documentation that applicant received coordinated approvals from agencies on final design or plan
where requested
2

This process begins at the time of grant award by the State. The quarterly Report must reflect the progress
being made on environmental conditions.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,

Shamika McDonald
State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Wyoming Office of Homeland Security
5500 Bishop Blvd
Cheyenne, WY 82002
307-777-4914
shamika.mcdonald1@wyo.gov

E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction
of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records
Act and may be disclosed to third parties.

3

The Basics for Quarterly Reports
Required for all Federal Grants
OMB Circulars, 44 CFR, Guidance Documents
Required for all Grant recipients (grantee and sub-grantee)
Due 30 days after the end of each Federal Fiscal Quarter
Quarterly Reports are the prescribed management tool for Federal grants.
Essential Information for Programmatic Quarterly Reports
1.

Describe the work elements that were completed this quarter referencing back
to the approved work schedule and/or milestones.
Example: Under work schedule item one Appraisals:
Appraisals on five of the seven proposed home acquisitions have been
completed. The appraiser currently has appraisals scheduled for the
additional properties and should be complete by the end of the month.
Appraisals have been completed on 315 Elm Street, 317 Elm Street, 204
Pine Street, 206 Pine Street and 210 Pine Street. We are currently two
weeks behind our proposed work schedule due to a limited number of state
certified appraisers, but believe we can still successfully complete the
project within the approved performance period.

2.

Following work performed during this quarter, what percentage of the project
has been completed?
Example: We have completed Milestones 1. Retrofit Design, 2.
Advertising and Bids, and 3. Awarding of Contract and 4. Construction
Mobilization has commenced. This puts us at 25% of completion of the
overall project. We have expended 50% of the budget, however, this is in
line with the cost associated with the design and original budget request.

3.

Provide an explanation of the environmental conditions per the Catex or Fonsi
document that were met during the quarter; attach copies of permits, if
applicable.
Examples: This project has the following Environmental conditions:
Coordination with SHPO if any significant finding during construction
No significant findings to date
Construction is limited during the mating season of the Flying Pork
Pigeon and coordinate is required with the State Game Fish and Parks to
ensure that none of this species are in the project area to ensure this
endangered species is not impacted by the construction.
State Game, Fish and Parks has determine no Flying Pork Pigeons
are nesting in the area. They have provided a letter allowing
construction to commence during the mating season.

A Floodplain permit is required before construction in the floodplain.
The Concrete County Floodplain Manager issued a permit for this
project on 2/31/08
4.

.
Is the project on schedule? (Or Delayed, Cancelled, or Completed-if so, give
date)
Examples: Due to the early and continuing weather conditions frozen
ground is delaying demolition on the following structures:
315 Elm Street, 561 Notdunyet Ave.
We will be unable to meet the 90 day schedule for demolition.
Weather conditions have been favorable this year and we were able to
complete the earthwork and paving sooner than anticipated. This will
allow us to complete the project two weeks ahead of schedule.

5.

Identify potential delays with timeframes, if anticipated.
Example: Local Truckers Union 360 has gone on strike this will cause a
delay in the delivery of the concrete culvert currently scheduled to be
installed at the Fourth Street crossing. Unfortunately at this time there is
no estimate how long this strike will continue. We will continue with
other elements of the project.

6.

Provide a brief description of next quarters projected work elements.
Example: Construction is on schedule and should be completed this next
quarter. Final inspection is project for March.

7.

Are the costs on unchanged? (Or is there a cost over run or under run
expected?)
Examples: Due to increased fuel costs we are anticipating a 5% increase in
construction costs.
The successful bidder for this project is under the original estimate by
$2500. At this time we would like to retain these funds in the budget until
significant progress is made.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM

06/04/2021
5:08 PM

HMGP-EV-01

Environmental Report
Disaster
Number

FEMA
Project Number

5347

3 -R

Subrecipient:

Albany (County)

Amendment
Number

App ID

State

Recipient

0

5

WY

Statewide

FIPS Code: 001-99001

Project Title : Albany County Mullen Fire Mitigation Project

FEMA Laws/EOs
Laws/EOs

Status

Coastal Barriers Resources Act (CBRA)

Not Applicable

Clean Water Act (CWA)

Completed

Comment: Project would have no impact on wetlands or Waters of the US and no permit is required.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:25 GMT

Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)

Not Applicable

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Completed

Comment: The USFWS Information for Planning and Conservation System (IPaC) was accessed to obtain a list of federally listed threatened and
endangered species that have the potential to occur in the project area. lPaC indicated the following federally listed species have the
potential to occur: Whooping crane, Least tern, Pallid sturgeon, Western prairie fringed orchid, and the Canada lynx. Based on the project
scope of work, FEMA determined the proposed project would have No Effect on the Whooping crane, Least tern, Pallid sturgeon, and
Western prairie fringed orchid. Additionally, FEMA determined the proposed project may affect, not likely to adversely affect the Canada
Lynx. On June 3, 2021, USFWS concurred with FEMA determination (TAILS: 06E13000-2021-I-0229).-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:25 GMT
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA)

Completed

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Completed

Comment: The proposed project involves the following: removal of damaged/standing burned trees will occur on approximately 230 acres to mitigate
future increased hazardous fuel loading on burned lands. Trees will also be removed around roads, houses and other infrastructure
furthering preventing loss and damage. Approximately 500 acres of soil stabilization will occur by establishing vegetation, mulching, and
installing erosion control matters. Contour felling of vegetation will be conducted to place erosion barriers on hill slopes, to prevent erosion
of soils on steeper slopes. Erosion control matters, such as wattles, will be established around culverts and along stream banks within
steeper drainages to prevent heavy erosion and sediment runoff into stream. Planting grass seed and applying pre-emergent herbicide
treatments via aerial application to approximately 600 acres is proposed to prevent establishment of cheat grass and other invasive
noxious weeds. Rejuvra (Indaziflam) herbicide mixed at the rate of 5oz/acre mixed with 5 gallons of water per acre will be used. On May
24, 2021, the WY SHPO concurred with FEMA's determination of no historic properties affected (WY SHPO project number
DBPR_WY_2021_371). See project conditions.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:26 GMT-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:29
GMT-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:31 GMT
Clean Air Act (CAA)

Completed

Migratory Birds Treaty Act (MBTA)

Completed

Comment: See project conditions.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:29 GMT

State Air Quality Laws

Completed

Comment: See project conditions.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 18:07 GMT

State Water and Soil Laws

Completed

Comment: See project conditions.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:29 GMT
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HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM

06/04/2021
5:08 PM

HMGP-EV-01

Environmental Report
Disaster
Number

FEMA
Project Number

5347

3 -R

Subrecipient:

Albany (County)

Amendment
Number

App ID

State

Recipient

0

5

WY

Statewide

FIPS Code: 001-99001

Project Title : Albany County Mullen Fire Mitigation Project

FEMA Laws/EOs
Laws/EOs

Status

E.O. 11988: Floodplains

Completed

Comment: The project has no potential to impact floodplain function or resources.No further floodplain review is required under the 8-step
process.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:30 GMT
E.O. 11990: Wetlands

Completed

Comment: Project will not impact wetlands.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:30 GMT

E.O. 12898: Environmental Justice for Low Income and Minority Populations

Completed

Required Conditions Resulting from Environmental Review

Law
ESA

Entered By
Daniel N. Jones

Monitoring
Required

Monitoring Completed
Date
By
00/00/0000

Conditions
1. All local guidelines and Wyoming Forestry Best Management Practices must be followed.
Required (4000)
2. During herbicide application, a buffer of 300 feet must be implemented around all water resources, adjacent property, and
recreation sites. Herbicide applicators must meet the licensing and competency standards set by state regulation.

MBTA

Daniel N. Jones

00/00/0000

Conditions
To avoid impacts to migratory birds and raptors, trees will be inspected for nesting activity prior to felling activities in
Required (4000) compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Alternatively, work can be
completed outside of the nesting season avoiding impacts.

NHPA

Daniel N. Jones

00/00/0000

Conditions
1. All project activities must be completed using hand tools and/or low impact machinery/equipment that limit associated
Required (4000) ground disturbance to surface soils only, such as ATVs or pick-up trucks (one-ton or smaller, with rubber tires).
2. All grass seeding shall occur by hand using racks and grass seeders.
3. Work must be completed when soils are dry.
4. If larger equipment is required, it must be confined to existing roads
5. In the event that previously unknown historic resources are uncovered during project construction, work must be halted,
and FEMA and the WY SHPO notified immediately.
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HMGP-EV-01

Environmental Report
Disaster
Number

FEMA
Project Number

5347

3 -R

Subrecipient:

Albany (County)

Amendment
Number

App ID

State

Recipient

0

5

WY

Statewide

FIPS Code: 001-99001

Project Title : Albany County Mullen Fire Mitigation Project

Required Conditions Resulting from Environmental Review

Law
SAQ

Monitoring
Required

Entered By

Monitoring Completed
Date
By
00/00/0000

Daniel N. Jones

Conditions
For the burning of small slash piles or cut material, the applicant must comply with state regulations relating to smoke
Required (4000) management (Wyoming Administrative Rules [WAR] 020.0002.10.04052005). Under the state¿s air quality regulations for
smoke management, burners are required to register large-scale burns with the Air Quality Division (AQD) and obtain burn
identification from AQD prior to conducting burns. The state defines large scale as slash pile burns, broadcast burns, and
wildland fires generating more than 0.25 tons of PM10 per day. Small-scale burns (vegetative and non-vegetative burning
with less than 0.25 tons of PM10 per day) are also regulated by the AQD Open Burning Program. Burners must also register
small-scale burns and obtain a burn permit from AQD prior to conducting burns. The Open Burning Program places
restrictions on the burning of refuse material, trade wastes, vegetative material, and on fire hazards and firefighting
operations.

SW&S

00/00/0000

Daniel N. Jones

Conditions
For noxious weed management, obtain approvals from county weed districts in accordance with the Wyoming Weed and Pest
Required (4000) Control Act. Use seed mixes that do not contain any noxious weeds designated through the Wyoming Weed and Pest Control
Act.

FEMA NEPA Process
FEMA Status
Environmental Assessment - Completed

Draft EA Date: 07/22/2019

Final EA Date: 09/27/2019

Final Public Notice
Publication Date: 07/22/2019
(Initiating Public Comment of EA)

Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI): 09/27/2019

Standard Conditions
1. Any change to the approved scope of work will require re-evaluation for compliance with NEPA and other Laws and Executive Orders.
2. This review does not address all federal, state and local requirements. Acceptance of federal funding requires recipient to comply with all federal,
state and local laws. Failure to obtain all appropriate federal, state and local environmental permits and clearances may jeopardize federal funding.
3. If ground disturbing activities occur during construction, applicant will monitor ground disturbance and if any potential archeological resources
are discovered, will immediately cease construction in that area and notify the State and FEMA.
Comment:
The proposed project involves the following: removal of damaged/standing burned trees will occur on approximately 230 acres to mitigate future
increased hazardous fuel loading on burned lands. Trees will also be removed around roads, houses and other infrastructure furthering
preventing loss and damage. Approximately 500 acres of soil stabilization will occur by establishing vegetation, mulching, and installing erosion
control matters. Contour felling of vegetation will be conducted to place erosion barriers on hill slopes, to prevent erosion of soils on steeper
slopes. Erosion control matters, such as wattles, will be established around culverts and along stream banks within steeper drainages to prevent
heavy erosion and sediment runoff into stream. Planting grass seed and applying pre-emergent herbicide treatments via aerial application to
approximately 600 acres is proposed to prevent establishment of cheat grass and other invasive noxious weeds. Rejuvra (Indaziflam) herbicide
mixed at the rate of 5oz/acre mixed with 5 gallons of water per acre will be used. The FEMA 2019 PEA for Wildfire Mitigation Projects in the State
of Wyoming and the corresponding FONSI, signed on September 27, 2019, sufficiently addresses the environmental consequences of the
proposed action. Project fits alternatives evaluated in the final Programmatic Environmental Assessment. As
the proposed action would not result in substantial impacts to the environment beyond those described in the PEA, no additional NEPA-specific
public noticing or required. Please find the prescribed mitigation measures and stipulations illustrated in the project
conditions.-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:33 GMT-DJONES58-06/04/2021 17:38 GMT
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Project Title : Albany County Mullen Fire Mitigation Project
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII
Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O. Box 25267
Denver, CO 80225-0267

R8-MT
June 10, 2021

Lynn Budd, Director
State of Wyoming Office of Homeland Security
5500 Bishop Boulevard
Cheyenne, WY 82009
Attention: Shamika McDonald, State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Re: PROJECT APPROVAL – FEMA FM-5347-WY, HMGP Project 3R Albany County Mullen
Fire Wildfire Mitigation Project
Dear Director Budd:
The above referenced HMGP project is approved for funding. The total federal share for the project
is $ 352,500.00. These subawards have a 75% (maximum) federal and 25% (minimum) non-federal
cost share percentage. There is no indirect cost rate for these subawards and they are not for research
and development. The Recipient must award the project within 45 days from the date of this letter.
The sub-recipient must then begin the project immediately.
The period of performance (POP) for DR-5347-WY began September 5, 2020 and will end March
31, 2024. Please ensure that all approved activities are completed by the end of the Award POP. If
the subrecipient cannot complete the subaward within the approved POP, a written request for an
extension, including a revised timeline and supporting documentation, must be submitted to FEMA
for approval no later than 60 days prior to the end of the POP
Enclosed are environmental document(s) applicable to this project. Please be aware of the
conditions outlined in the Record of Environmental Consideration (REC). In your award letter to the
sub-recipient, please send them a copy of these documents and make them aware of the importance
of complying with all conditions written in the (REC).
Any correspondence between the subrecipient and federal, state or local agencies related to
environmental issues post award must also be reported. Failure to comply with all conditions could
delay or jeopardize federal funding and the success of the project. It is the responsibility of the
subrecipient to monitor the environmental conditions and report compliance in their quarterly
reports. At closeout, FEMA requires a written description of how the environmental conditions were
met, a signed copy of the attached Environmental Closeout Declaration form, and copies of required
permits.

www.fema.gov

Lynn Budd
June 10, 2021
Page 2
Please be sure to carefully review the FEMA State Agreement (FSA) for DR-5347-WY which
references the rules and regulations that govern the HMGP program. Here are some important
highlights:
Quarterly reports must be completed until the subawards are officially reconciled by FEMA.
Quarterly performance and financial reports are due on January 30, April 30, July 30, and
October 30.
An approved subaward cannot be changed in any way once awarded without authorization from
FEMA. Any proposed changes to the scope of work must be immediately reported to FEMA and
will require additional review.
All subaward closeout documentation must be submitted to the Recipient within 90 days of project
completion. Subaward closeout documentation must be submitted to FEMA within 180 days of
project completion.
All funds must be liquidated and final closeout documentation for the overall Award must be
submitted to FEMA within 90 days of the end of the period of performance.
We will work closely with you and your staff to ensure the success of these subawards. FEMA’s
goal is for all approved subawards to begin immediately and be completed within their original
period of performance. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the award of this project,
please call Daniel Jones, Wyoming’s program manager, at 303-231-1887.
Sincerely,

Michael E. Hillenburg
HMA Branch Chief
Enclosures:
Obligation Report for 5347-3R
Record of Environmental Consideration – 5347-3R
Environmental Closeout Declaration Form
Environmental Closeout Instructions

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 4:05 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 2:47 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

debk@thelocalcrowd.com

Your Name

Debbie Gorski

Subject

Thank you!

Message

Commissioner Gosar, a few months ago you provided a letter
of support for an USDA grant our team wrote. I am delighted to
tell you we received that grant. Just wanted to share the update
and how much we appreciated your support!
Sincerely, Debbie Gorski
Business Development Coordinator
The Local Crowd
https://thelocalcrowd.com/

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 9:53 AM
Kayla J. White; David C. Gertsch; Kurt Britzius; Jennifer Curran
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 5:41 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

jonessley@msn.com

Your Name

JON ESSLEY

Subject

Pilot Hill Recreation Area Special Use

Message

It is time to consider a special use for the Pilot Hill Recreation
Area East of town. The Commissioners should consider
implementing a WIND FARM at the Pilot Hill Recreation Area.
This wind farm could supply power to the City of Laramie and
Albany County. Due to its close proximity to Laramie and its
power grid, this could be accomplished at a lower initial cost
and benefit the citizens of Albany County and the City of
Laramie. This would be unlike the Rail Tie wind farm where all
the power goes out of state and there is no benefit to the local
1

community. Perhaps the local community would benefit from
lower utility bills.
Jon Essley
1974 Riverside Dr
Laramie, WY 82070

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

2

Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests
& Thunder Basin National Grassland

Forest Service News Release

Public Affairs: Aaron Voos
(970) 819-2898
aaron.voos@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/mbr

Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland to enter
Stage 1 fire restrictions on June 16
Campfires are only allowed in USDA Forest Service approved and installed fire pits/grates, or gas-fueled
devices with an on/off switch.
(LARAMIE, Wyo.) June 15, 2021 – Stage 1 fire restrictions will go into effect Wednesday, June 16, 2021
for the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland. This includes
National Forest System lands located in Garfield, Grand, Jackson, Moffat, Rio Blanco, and Routt counties
in northwest Colorado; Albany, Campbell, Carbon, Converse, Crook, Natrona, Niobrara, Platte, and
Weston counties in Wyoming.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service has coordinated with all affected counties, state
agencies, and neighboring federal land managers on the timing of the restrictions.
Going into restrictions is not taken lightly by the Forest Service. Restrictions are necessary due to dry
fuel conditions, persistent fire weather patterns, and the danger of human-caused wildfires from
recreation usage across the Forests and Grassland. Recent dry, windy, and hot weather conditions have
resulted in an elevated potential for wildfires. Fire restrictions will help protect public health and safety,
as well as natural resources.
The following prohibitions are in effect until further notice:
1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire or stove fire. This includes barbecues, grills, and
portable braziers.
Except:
o

Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire in constructed, permanent fire pits or fire grates
within developed recreation sites and the use of portable stoves, lanterns using gas, jellied
petroleum, pressurized liquid fuel or a fully enclosed (sheepherder type) stove with a ¼” spark
arrester type screen is permitted.

2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed recreation site, or while stopped in an
area at least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable material.
3. Operating a chainsaw without a USDA or SAE approved spark arrester properly installed and in effective
working order, a chemical pressurized fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2A kept with the operator,
and one round point shovel with an overall length of at least 35 inches readily available for use.
4. Welding or operating acetylene or other torch with open flame except in cleared areas of at least 10 feet in
diameter and in possession of a chemical pressurized fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of at least 2A.
5. Using an explosive.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Personal, portable wood or charcoal burning fire pits/rings, often made of stainless steel, are not allowed under
these restrictions. Campfires are only allowed in USDA approved and installed fire pits/grates, or gas-fueled
devices with an on/off switch.
Violation of these regulations is punishable as a class B misdemeanor, by a fine of not more than $5,000
for an individual or $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment of not more than six months, or both.
Anyone negligently or willfully starting a wildland fire could also be held responsible for the costs of that
fire.
In addition to the restrictions listed above and nearing the Fourth of July holiday, Forest users are
reminded that under no circumstances are fireworks allowed on federally-managed lands.
Forest staff will continue to monitor conditions to assess the need for further action, including
additional restrictions if weather remains hot and dry and lessening restrictions if a wetter weather
pattern develops.
Call or visit your local office for site-specific information.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brush Creek-Hayden Ranger District, Saratoga, Wyo., (307) 326-5258
Douglas Ranger District, Douglas, Wyo., (307) 358-4690
Hahns Peak-Bears Ears Ranger District, Steamboat Springs, Colo., (970) 870-2299
Forest Supervisor’s Office & Laramie Ranger District, Laramie, Wyo., (307) 745-2300
Parks Ranger District, Walden, Colo., (970) 723-2700
Yampa Ranger District, Yampa, Colo., (970) 638-4516
Additional information may be found on our website or you can follow the Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland on social media: @FS_MBRTB on Twitter or @FSMBRTB
on Facebook.
-USDA-

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Medicine Bow - Routt National Forests
and Thunder Basin National Grassland

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions
(Applies to National Forest System Lands Only)

Order # MBRTB-166-2021-Stage1Fire
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Disclaimer:
The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data it has available. GIS data
and product accuracy may vary. They may be: developed from sources of differing
accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation,
incomplete while being created or revised, have represented features not in accurate
geographic locations, etc. The Forest Service makes no expressed or implied warranty,
including warranty of merchantability and fitness, with respect to the character, function,
or capabilities of the data or their appropriateness for any user's purposes. The Forest
Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace this geospatial
information based on new inventories, new or revised information, and if necessary in
conjunction with other federal, state or local public agencies or the public in general as
required by policy or regulation. Previous recipients of the products may not be notified
unless required by policy or regulation. For more information, contact the Medicine Bow
- Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland Supervisor's Office
(2468 Jackson Street, Laramie, WY 82070, 307-745-2300).
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Medicine Bow - Routt National Forests
and Thunder Basin National Grassland

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions
(Applies to National Forest System Lands Only)

Order # MBRTB-166-2021-Stage1Fire
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Disclaimer:
The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data it has available. GIS data
and product accuracy may vary. They may be: developed from sources of differing
accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation,
incomplete while being created or revised, have represented features not in accurate
geographic locations, etc. The Forest Service makes no expressed or implied warranty,
including warranty of merchantability and fitness, with respect to the character, function,
or capabilities of the data or their appropriateness for any user's purposes. The Forest
Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace this geospatial
information based on new inventories, new or revised information, and if necessary in
conjunction with other federal, state or local public agencies or the public in general as
required by policy or regulation. Previous recipients of the products may not be notified
unless required by policy or regulation. For more information, contact the Medicine Bow
- Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland Supervisor's Office
(2468 Jackson Street, Laramie, WY 82070, 307-745-2300).
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Stage 1 Fire Restrictions
(Applies to National Forest System Lands Only)
Order # MBRTB-166-2021-Stage1Fire
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Disclaimer:
The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data it has available. GIS data
and product accuracy may vary. They may be: developed from sources of differing
accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation,
incomplete while being created or revised, have represented features not in accurate
geographic locations, etc. The Forest Service makes no expressed or implied warranty,
including warranty of merchantability and fitness, with respect to the character, function,
or capabilities of the data or their appropriateness for any user's purposes. The Forest
Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace this geospatial
information based on new inventories, new or revised information, and if necessary in
conjunction with other federal, state or local public agencies or the public in general as
required by policy or regulation. Previous recipients of the products may not be notified
unless required by policy or regulation. For more information, contact the Medicine Bow
- Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland Supervisor's Office
(2468 Jackson Street, Laramie, WY 82070, 307-745-2300).
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Order # MBRTB-166-2021-Stage1Fire
FOREST ORDER
USDA FOREST SERVICE
MEDICIAN BOW-ROUTT NATIONAL FORESTS AND THUNDER BASIN
NATIONAL GRASSLAND

STAGE I FIRE RESTRICTIONS
Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. § 551 and 36 CFR § 261.50 (a) and (b), the following acts are prohibited on all
National Forest System lands within Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests in the State of Colorado and
Wyoming, as well as Thunder Basin National Grassland in the State of Wyoming and on all roads and
trails located withi
as shown on the attached
map incorporated into this order.
The purpose of this Order is to protect public health, safety, and natural resources by preventing
wildfires.
PROHIBITIONS: The following acts are prohibited in the Restricted Area and on the Restricted Roads
and Trails:

1) Igniting, building, maintaining, attending, or using a fire (including fires fueled by
charcoal or briquettes) outside of a permanent metal or concrete fire pit or grate that
the Forest Service has installed and maintained at its developed recreation sites
(campgrounds and picnic areas). 36 CFR § 261.52(a).

2) Smoking, except in an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed recreation site, or while
stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable
materials. 36 CFR § 261.52(d).

3) Operating a chainsaw without an effective and properly installed USDA- or Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE)- approved spark arrestor, a chemical pressurized fire extinguisher
(with a minimum 8 oz. capacity and rating of 2A) kept with the operator, and a round point
shovel with an overall length of at least 35 inches readily available for use. 36 CFR § 261.52(j).

4) Blasting, welding, or operating acetylene or other torch with open flame without being in a
cleared area of at least 10 feet in diameter and keeping a chemical pressurized fire
extinguisher (with a minimum 8 oz. capacity and rating of 2A) with the operator. 36 CFR §
261.52(i).

5) Using an explosive. This includes but is not limited to fuses, blasting caps, fireworks, rockets,
exploding targets, tracers, and incendiary ammunition. 36 CFR § 261.52(b).

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions 2021

EXEMPTIONS:
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from the prohibitions
specified below:

1) Persons with the following authorizations are exempt from Prohibitions #1, #3, #4, and #5: (i) a
valid Forest Service permit or contract specifically authorizing Prohibitions #1, #3, #4, and #5 in
the Restricted Area or on the Restricted Roads and Trails in their physical possession and (ii) a
written exemption with an appropriate mitigation plan authorized in writing by the appropriate
Forest Service official.

2) Persons using either of the following devices are exempt from Prohibition #1: (i) a stove or grill
solely fueled by liquid petroleum fuels; or (ii) a fully enclosed metal stove, grill, or sheep herder
type stove with a chimney at least five feet in length and a mesh screen spark arrestor with a
screen opening of ¼ inch or less.

3) Any federal, state or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force in the
performance of an official duty is exempt from Prohibitions #1, #3, #4, and #5.
Notice regarding Exemptions: The persons exempted above are on notice that they are
responsible for conducting activities subject to these exemptions in a safe and prudent manner
using extra precautions and are electing to proceed at their own risk. An exemption does not
absolve an individual or organization from liability or responsibility for damage, injury or loss to the
United States for any fire started while undertaking the exempted activity.
This Order becomes effective at 12:01 pm on June 16 th, 2021 and remains in effect until September
30th, 2021 or until rescinded, whichever event occurs first.
Executed in Laramie, Wyoming, on this 15th day of June 2021.

Russell M. Bacon
Forest Supervisor
A violation of the prohibitions in this Order is punishable as a Class B misdemeanor by a fine of not
more than $5,000 for an individual or $10,000 for an organizations, or imprisonment for more than six
months, or both. 16 U.S.C. § 551 and 18 USC §§ 3559 and 3571.

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions 2021

15 June 2021
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Delays likely during planned closures of I-80 eastbound out of Laramie

LARAMIE, Wyo. — Interstate 80 eastbound out of Laramie will close briefly on Thursday & Friday while
crews continue work on a rockfall mitigation project in Telephone Canyon.
Starting at about 9 a.m. each day, the eastbound lanes will be closed to all traffic for about 30 minutes
as crews work to remove boulders from the rock face near mile marker 319.
The closures are necessary for public safety due to the size of the rocks and the possibility they could fall
beyond the safety netting into the lanes below.
Motorists planning to drive eastbound out of Laramie either morning are encouraged to plan alternate
routes or travel times. Be patient, as traffic may be backed up once the interstate reopens.
In any work zone, motorists are encouraged to avoid distractions like cell phones and to obey all posted
signs and other traffic control.
-30For information about this news release, contact WYDOT District 1 public information
specialist Jordan Achs at 307-745-2142 or jordan.achs@wyo.gov.
WYDOT contact for this project is resident engineer Steve Cook, steve.cook@wyo.gov
For the latest road conditions, visit www.wyoroad.info, call 5-1-1, or download the
Wyoming 511 app.
Follow District 1 on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wydot1 and on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/wydot1.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 9:07 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: I80/US30: I80: Roadwork, Easbound At Milepost 319.0, 2021-06-16 08:57:39

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: WYDOT <wydot@service.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 8:59 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: I80/US30: I80: Roadwork, Easbound At Milepost 319.0, 2021-06-16 08:57:39
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
I80: Roadwork, all lanes blocked June 17 and June 18 between 9 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. EASTBOUND near Laramie at
milepost 319, Please plan accordingly. 16-JUN 08:58

Questions?
Contact Us

STAY CONNECTED:

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help

This email was sent to jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Wyoming Department of
Transportation · 5300 Bishop Blvd · Cheyenne, WY 82009 · 888-996-7623
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Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests
& Thunder Basin National Grassland

Forest Service News Release

Public Affairs: Aaron Voos
(970) 819-2898
aaron.voos@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/mbr

Aerial cheatgrass spraying planned for Mullen wildfire area
The coordinated effort will take place over an eight-week period.
(LARAMIE, Wyo.) June 17, 2021 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USFS) and the
Wyoming Game & Fish Department (WGFD) are planning to treat cheatgrass on 9,200 acres within the
2020 Mullen wildfire area through the aerial application of the herbicide Rejuvra, with the goal of
reducing or even eradicating this species on many burned areas.
Aerial spraying with a helicopter is scheduled to begin June 20 on the Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forests. Treatment units are located along the western slope of the Snowy Range, primarily in Wyoming
but also in a portion of the area that burned in Colorado.
Treatment will take place over an eight-week window; however, herbicide application is weatherpermitting and could result in full, partial, or no-spray days.
Recreationists along the North Platte River and its’ tributaries should be aware of the planned spraying.
On-the-ground signage has been posted along with maps. Short-term closures are possible during the
project pending treatment timing.
The helicopter will be based out of Saratoga, Wyo. with various staging areas throughout the Forest or
adjacent BLM lands, determined by the area currently being treated.
The emphasis is on controlling non-native, annual cheatgrass on critical big-game winter ranges,
enhancing native vegetation species, stabilizing soils, and reducing erosion. Treating cheatgrass also
greatly minimizes the risk of a second wildfire in this area by the reduction in fine fuels and diminishes
the threat of shorter fire intervals in the future.
In the fall of 2020, the Mullen fire burned approximately 176,877 acres. This aerial treatment is intended
for high-risk areas where the spread of cheatgrass could allow it to become established as dominant
plant species.
Aerial treatments of cheatgrass have previously proven successful on the Medicine Bow National Forest,
on burned areas from the 2012 Squirrel Creek fire and the 2018 Badger Creek Fire.
“It is great to continue collaboration efforts with our partners on controlling invasive species in the
footprint of the Mullen Fire. Our past treatments have proven to be successful in managing cheatgrass,
which is a huge threat to native ecosystem recovery post wildfire.” said Jackie Roaque, Rangeland
Management Specialist for the Laramie Ranger District. “We are optimistic that there will be the same
success with this project, and at an even larger scale than in the past.”
The Mullen cheatgrass project has received in-kind, monetary, and collaborative support from the
following entities: USFS, WGFD, Colorado State University – Natural Resource Ecology Lab, United States
Geological Survey, Muley Fanatics Foundation, University of Wyoming, Wyoming Wild Sheep
Foundation, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust, National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and Wyoming Governor's Big Game License Coalition. The collective

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

support for treating invasive species following the Mullen fire is valued at over a million dollars and with
such we anticipate treating approximately 17,000 acres of cheatgrass over multiple years.
Cheatgrass is a particularly aggressive invasive species that many agencies and landowners in the
western United States are struggling to control. It is a prolific seed producer, thrives in disturbed areas
and can displace native plants within grass and shrubland communities.
The ability to spray aerially on the Mullen Fire area is a result of the 2015 Record of Decision for Invasive
Plant Management on the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland.
Specific questions about the project should be directed to Jackie Roaque (USFS), 307-745-2340 and Ryan
Amundson (WGFD), 307-331-0787.
Fire recovery is a USDA Forest Service - Rocky Mountain Regional priority, and local Forest objective in
2020. Emergency stabilization and post-fire restoration work, such as cheatgrass spraying, is underway.
Additional resources can be found on our website. Information is also available on social media:
@FS_MBRTB on Twitter or @FSMBRTB on Facebook.
-USDA-

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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At the NACo Annual Business Meeting on Monday,
July 12, members will elect our 2021-2022 officers,
set our national policy agenda and conduct other
association business.
Learn more at
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County Chief Elected Officials, Clerks to the County Board and registrants can designate a voting delegate. In order to vote,
member counties, parishes and boroughs must:
• Register for the 2021 Annual Conference (regardless of in-person or virtual participation)

Presorted STD
U.S. Postage

• Pay 2021 NACo membership dues in full, and

Permit No. 303
San Diego, CA

PAID

• Designate the voting delegate(s). We strongly recommend designating one delegate due to the hybrid nature
of the event.
660 North Capitol Street NW Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20001
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2021 WWA Sun'liner Tour
Friday, July 16, 2021
Tour begins at 7:30am at Historic Greybull Hotel
Leavitt Reservoir- Shell Canal- Alkali Reservoir- Medicine Lodge
Approximately 3 credit hours available
Tour Registration $45.00; includes lunch and credit hours

Register today at www.wyomingwater.org
307-706-1377 I radona@wyomingwater.org
A block of rooms is available for the night of July 15 at the Historic Greybull Hotel
For reservations please call the hotel at 307-202-0329

•

.

.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Friday, June 18, 2021 9:53 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: E-Buzz June 18th

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Laramie Chamber Business Alliance <jboudreau@laramie.org>
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2021 9:45 AM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: E-Buzz June 18th
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

1

E-BUZZ
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance | June 18, 2021

NEWS & EVENTS

2

Covid Relief Grants & Loans
The Laramie Chamber Business
Alliance and City of Laramie
continue the availability of grants and
loans to support COVID-19 recovery
and relief for local businesses!
>>>Grant/Loan Information<<<

UW Leads the Pack in
Cryptocurrency
The University of Wyoming has
reached an unprecedented
milestone.
The Wyoming Advanced Blockchain
Laboratory (WABL) in UW’s
Department of Computer Science
has not only minted its first block on
the Cardano network -- it has minted
121 blocks and counting as of June
15, ramping up its services as
Cardano stake pool operators.
Read More Here

3

TerraPower, Wyoming Governor
and PacifiCorp announce efforts
to advance nuclear technology in
Wyoming
Governor Gordon, TerraPower and
PacifiCorp announced efforts today
to advance nuclear technology in
Wyoming. The two power companies
are looking at opportunities to
advance a Natrium™ reactor
demonstration project at a retiring
coal plant in Wyoming. They are
currently evaluating several potential
locations in the state.
Learn More Here

WORKSHOPS / TRAINING / OPPORTUNITIES

Wyoming Small Business Development Center
How To Get Rid Of Old Inventory
Online Training
Tues. June 22nd, 10:00 - 11:00 am

4

Peer to Peer Sessions: Discussions for Successful Recovery Strategies
Online Training
Thurs. June 24th, 2:00 - 3:30 pm

Wyoming Women's Business Center
Post-Pandemic Marketing; 5 New Rules for Your Business
Online Webinar
Thurs. June 24th, 12:00 - 12:30 pm
Women-Owned Series
The Nest Toy Library
Read Additional Success Stories

WELCOME 2021 NEW MEMBERS!
The Human Bean
Lariat Realty, LLC
Lake Bookkeeping, LLC
The Lodge Nutrition & Energy

5

Members of the Week:
Dodds Shoes
Laramie Fire Extinguisher Services

MEMBER MESSAGE BOARD
If you would like to submit an ad or an article for the E-Buzz, please email jboudreau@laramie.org
Thursday before noon. LCBA Member benefits include advertising in the weekly E-BUZZ.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Available Properties
2 Room offices for rent

24

LCBA JOB BANK


View other available jobs



Post Jobs

Other Local Job Sites


Laramie, WY Jobs Board for Displaced Workers Due to Covid-19



Ivinson Memorial Hospital Careers



City of Laramie Employment Opportunities



University of Wyoming Employment Opportunities



Trihydro Job Opportunities



Cathedral Home for Children Careers



Premier Bone and Joint Centers



Climb Wyoming

25

THANK YOU TO OUR E-BUZZ SPONSORS

26

The Laramie Chamber Business Alliance is a member-based,
non-profit organization located in Laramie, Wyoming. Its main
objective is to attract and retain primary jobs, along with
facilitating the expansion and development of existing businesses
in order to achieve sustainable growth and improve the economic
well-being of the City of Laramie and Albany County citizens in
Wyoming.

Copyright © 2021 Laramie Chamber Business Alliance, All rights reserved.
Monthly update from LCBA.
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Our mailing address is:
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
800 South 3rd St.
Laramie, Wy 82070
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 12:36 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Legislative Update - June 2021 v3

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Jerimiah Rieman <jrieman@wyo-wcca.org>
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2021 4:41 PM
To: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Legislative Update - June 2021 v3
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

June 2021 v3
1

Legislative Updates
Judiciary Committee
The Joint Judiciary Committee convened June 14th and 15th to discuss juvenile justice,
Title 25 (and possibly Title 7), electronic filing and record-keeping, and operational
efficiencies in Wyoming courts. Here are the principle outcomes:
1. After extended conversation on juvenile justice issues, including testimony
from the county attorneys association, the Committee directed LSO to draft
legislation requiring prosecutor data reporting.
2. The county attorneys association and others have volunteered to rewrite
(not amend) the Title 25 (and related Title 7) statutes for the Committee to
consider at its August meeting.
3. The Supreme Court advised that initial implementation of electronic filing
and record-keeping will occur this year with the complete transition in
2022. The detailed timeline is available here.
4. The Supreme and District courts provided a synopsis of Wyoming's judicial
system as the Committee considers operational efficiencies in the courts.
The Committee directed LSO to draft legislation to establish a unified court
system.
5. The LSO provided the Committee an overview of the Supreme Court's
decision concerning the dissolution of county fair boards. For more
information, the LSO's overview memorandum is available here. The
Committee directed LSO to draft legislation granting commissioners the
authority to dissolve various county-created boards and commissions,
including county fair boards.
The relevant portions of the Committee meeting can be viewed at:
 June 14th AM
 June 14th PM
 June 15th AM
 June 15th PM

Management Audit Committee
The Joint Management Audit Committee convened 14th to discuss special district audits,
including dissolution efforts, and enforcement and training options. The Committee
directed LSO to draft legislation to force financial compliance and establish training
requirements, for consideration at its next meeting.
The relevant portions of the Committee meeting can be viewed at:
 June 14th AM

2

 June 14th PM

Appropriations Committee
The Joint Appropriations Committee convened 15th to discuss American Rescue Plan
(ARP) Act allocations, including recommendations from the Governor's Office and state
agencies regarding fund allocation. Here are the principle outcomes:
1. Don Richards, the LSO Budget and Fiscal Administrator reviewed
permissible uses and restrictions from the ARP and CARES acts. His
overview is available here. Of note, he indicated state revenues are
approximately $250 million ahead of CREG projections.
2. Governor Gordon introduced his framework to help Wyoming thrive postpandemic. He said, "Since it is our great-grandchildren who will be paying
for this government funding, it is that generation that deserves to benefit
from it." The strategy identifies actions the state can initiate to survive, and
actions that drive to a future where all Wyoming can thrive. The complete
report is available here.
The relevant portions of the Committee meeting can be viewed at:
 June 15th AM
 June 15th PM

Legislative Calendar
Broadband Task Force
June 28
Online
Relevant topics: Broadband development in Wyoming and state and federal programs for
expanding broadband internet access.
Click here to provide public testimony or online comments.

WCCA News
County Coordination Briefing (WCCA members)
July 14, 2021
Virtual

3

Briefings from Wyoming's congressional delegation, the Governor's Office, and the
departments of Health and Homeland Security.
Note: Connection details forthcoming in a separate communication. For additional
information, contact Britney Butler at bbutler@wyo-wcca.org or 307-632-5409.
2021 WCCA Fall Meeting at the WACO Conference
September 21-23, 2021
Gillette, WY

Other Events
Behavioral Health System Redesign - Meeting 2
June 29, 2021 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Riverton, WY, Central Wyoming College, Health Sciences Room 100
The goal of the meeting is for the WDH to provide updates on the process and solicit
feedback from the public. The WDH encourages anyone who intends to show up in person
to get vaccinated against COVID. Google Meet joining info:
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/aui-fzzi-ksu
Or dial: (US) +1 617-675-4444 PIN: 204 128 551 4708#
Behavioral Health System Redesign - Meeting 3
August 17, 2021 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Rawlins, WY, Jeffrey Memorial Community Center
The goal of the meeting is for the WDH to present the draft report to the Joint Labor
Committee and solicit feedback from the public. The WDH encourages anyone who
intends to show up in person to get vaccinated against COVID. Google Meet joining info:
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/xkd-gmva-xga
Or dial: (US) +1 617-675-4444 PIN: 545 940 243 5949#

WCCA Business Partners

ExxonMobil and XTO Energy
Occidental Petroleum
Chesapeake Energy
Rocky Mountain Power
Wyoming Machinery
Big R Bridge
Black Hills Energy
Denbury
NextEra Energy
ONEOK

Enbridge
Jonah Energy
Cowboy Skill
Wyoming Class
AT&T
Petroleum Association of Wyoming
TDS Construction and Drone Kings
Motorola Solutions
Visionary Broadband
Union
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The WCCA appreciates the support of our Business Partners who increase our capacity
to assist county commissioners to be effective and efficient front-line decision-makers.
Please contact WCCA Deputy Director Kelli Little at klittle@wyo-wcca.org or 307-6325409 for more information.

The Wyoming County Commissioners Association strives to strengthen
Wyoming's counties and their elected leadership. The WCCA accomplishes
this through a program of networking, education and unified action. Please
send feedback to Jerimiah Rieman, Executive Director, WCCA - 307-632-5409
or jrieman@wyo-wcca.org.

Wyoming County Commissioners Association | 408 West 23rd Street, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Unsubscribe jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by jrieman@wyo-wcca.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Energy Sec. Granholn1
talks American Jobs
Plan with counties
by Charlie Ban
senior writer

Stressing jobs and clean energy, U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granhohn pitched the
Biden Administration's $2 billion American Jobs Plan June 2
to county officials.
While the plan would usher
in a transition toward renewable energy sources, Granhohn

to make sure this shift to a green
economy creates good-paying
union jobs, spurs economic revitalization and supports energy
workers in coal and oil and gas
and power plant communities
and environmental justice communities;' she said, noting that
studies indicated a $23 trillion
global market for carbon capture
technologies by2030.
"The American Jobs Plan

•
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:09 AM
Kayla J. White; David C. Gertsch
Kurt Britzius; Jennifer Curran
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Oliver Ames <oliverames@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 7:57 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Mr. Gosar,
Unable to recall if I thanked you for your email a few weeks ago. If not, my apologies.
I ‘assume’ my copy to the “Commissioners” will reach all.
I still do not have an opinion, am not a resident of your county, likely live roughly 2,000 miles away, and intend to rely on
the skills of the commissioners to provide properly for your people.
That written, originally I had offered to contribute $100 to a bronze plaque, the verbiage of which appears below. I wish
to change my word “might” to “will”. The plaque ‘will’ state the following…
The operative word is ‘dichotomy’. Perhaps an unusual word for a bronze plaque, but if a wind or solar farm comes to
pass, the view of the Monument with the distant ‘farm’ will be, in fact, unusual.

1

I feel strongly about this plaque and the word ‘dichotomy’, thus I will increase my commitment to $2,000 (I have four
children and five grandchildren). Perhaps other family members or even Rail-Tie will join me. Will the county or federal
government permit such a plaque to exist or be mounted in the parking area? I have no idea thus will need to depend
on the commissioners for guidance.
Anyhow, this is my current thinking. All the best.
Ollie
Sent from my iPad
On Jun 6, 2021, at 10:42 PM, Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:
Good evening Mr. Ames. Thank you for your comments. Pete
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 1:37 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when
clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

oliverames@comcast.net

Your Name

Oliver Ames

Subject

New Plaque

Message

Dear Albany County Commission
I strongly recommend and encourage the Rail Tie Project
leadership to place a handsome bronze plaque in the parking
area facing the Monument. The plaque might state the
following:
As you face this Monument, consider the dichotomy. The
monument was constructed around 1882-1884 to celebrate
construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. The Rail Tie Project
140 years later occupies the background to harness the winds
of this elevated geographic location.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 4:41 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Roads and Rail Tie

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above or may contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person
responsible for delivering it to the intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing
or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us
by replying to the message and delete the original message and any copies immediately thereafter.
-----Original Message----From: Rob Fisher <JFisher@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 4:40 PM
To: Ruth Sommers <somm8@icloud.com>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Jackie R. Gonzales
<JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; bill@gormanengineering.com
Subject: RE: Roads and Rail Tie
Ms. Summers,
The Road and Bridge is requesting impact funds due to the anticipated increase in traffic volume and maintenance needs
if the project is approved. I have not heard or received any updated information concerning the rerouting and additional
road base required as of yet. I know their engineers are working on those design changes and road improvement
requirements to be presented to us for review. Any road design changes will be a cost to the Rail Tie project.
Sincerely,
Rob Fisher
Superintendent
Albany County Road & Bridge
Laramie, WY 82070
1-307-742-2534
jfisher@co.albany.wy.us

-----Original Message----1

From: Ruth Sommers <somm8@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Rob Fisher <JFisher@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Roads and rail tie
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.
Greetings, Mr Fisher:
Since the public is still not privy to any proposed modifications to county roads that will be necessary to accommodate
many big, heavy loads required for the Rail Tie project, I turn yet again to you for information. It appears that the
impact assistance requested by the county for roads anticipates needing funds for road maintenance and snow removal
only for two years of the construction phase of the project, but nothing for the rerouting of roads, or even for the
additional road base suggested by the county engineer. Can you tell me how these larger expenses are being paid for?
Also, could you tell me if any traffic use studies have been done on county roads, i.e. Hermosa, Cherokee Park,
Monument Rd, Pumpkin Vine, etc.?
Thank you.
Ruth Sommers
Sent from my iPad
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 4:02 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Re:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sara Bursac <sarabursac@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:52 PM
To: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius
<ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re:
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
Thank you for the note!
- Sara
On Mon, Jun 21, 2021 at 8:35 AM Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:
Hello Ms. Bursac-

Thank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.

-Sue
1

Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us

-Sara Bursac, LCSW
cell: (573) 673-0062
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:17 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:50 AM
To: poteet@snowyrangevision.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello Dr. PoteetThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:16 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:43 AM
To: JamesDrever@mac.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello Mr. DreverThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:27 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 9:02 AM
To: christib@rocketmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hi Ms. BoggsThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:16 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:35 AM
To: sarabursac@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello Ms. BursacThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:16 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:40 AM
To: michellejarman@mac.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello Ms. JarmanThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:14 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:33 AM
To: melissa.nicole.morris@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello Ms. MorrisThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making.
Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:18 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:54 AM
To: taylornorton0204@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hi TaylorWe have definitely experienced some very high temperatures earlier this year than normal. Thank you for your
comments. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making. Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:16 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:37 AM
To: pointthedog@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hello TaylorThank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I appreciate your thoughts and will consider them in
my decision-making. Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 9:16 AM
Kayla J. White
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 8:39 AM
To: gabrielsonteena@gmail.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Hi TeenaGood to hear from you! Thank you for your comments regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I will consider your thoughts
in my decision-making. Have a good week.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 21, 2021 3:56 PM
Kayla J. White
FW: Re:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Taylor Norton <taylornorton0204@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:19 PM
To: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re:
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
Thank you for taking the time! I hope you have a good week as well.
On Mon, Jun 21, 2021, 8:54 AM Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:
Hi Taylor-

We have definitely experienced some very high temperatures earlier this year than normal. Thank you for your
comments. I will consider your thoughts in my decision-making. Have a good week.

-Sue
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Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 3:48 PM
Kayla J. White; Kurt Britzius; Jennifer Curran
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 9:27 AM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

kyleandjuliedoyle@outlook.com

Your Name

Julie Johnson-Doyle

Subject

Albany County Fairgrounds

Message

To the Albany County Commissioners:
I would like to voice concerns regarding the management of the
Albany County Fairgrounds in the last year.
In times passed, our Fairgrounds was a welcome gate to
travelers and truckers alike who knew they could stop anytime day or night, seven days a week - and off-load their livestock
overnight or get a camping space to pull in and rest. Many
individuals who travelled through our town on a regular basis
had the necessary phone numbers to contact Fairgrounds staff
stored in their cellphones. Now, there is nobody there who
answers those calls, and indeed, the number listed online for
1

the Fair Office hasn't worked in months.
The weeds are taking over out there. The sprinklers don't work.
The horse barn sits empty, as do the corrals and arena.
My children participate in Albany County 4-H. The members of
the Albany County 4-H Program had a "clean-up" day on June
4th wherein they cleaned the grandstands, in preparation for
their yearly 4-H Carnival. Staff of the Albany County
Fairgrounds sat on their 4-wheelers and watched this group of
60+ youths do their jobs for them, offering nothing in
assistance. The day after Carnival, our individual 4-H Club
showed up to pull weeds and haul trash, sweep, fix the storm
gutter, etc., around the Albany County Fairgrounds Shooting
Range, because apparently that is no longer part of the
Fairgrounds staff responsibility, either? The living memorials to
Olin Sims and Kolten Moss around the Shooting Range/Beef
Show Ring are near dead due to lack of watering, there again
because the sprinklers haven't been turned on.
Why are you allowing what was once a great gateway to and
representation of our town, to fall to ruin? I would imagine that
former Fairgrounds Manager Ed Schott is turning over in his
grave. My ex-husband, Doug Johnson, was Fairgrounds
Manager for almost ten years, before being fired last June.
Doug and I definitely have our differences, but he at least
maintained our county fairgrounds in a manner that kept it
presentable and well-used, and an asset to this County.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jackie R. Gonzales
From:
Sent:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 9:06PM
Pete Gosar; Sue Ibarra; Heber Richardson; Kurt Britzius; David C. Gertsch
Jennifer Curran; Kayla J. White; Jackie R. Gonzales
Correspondence from Sundahl, Powers Kapp & Martin LLC - RE : ConnectGen
Letter from Sundahl, Powers, Kapp & Martin, LLC 062321 .pdf

Importance:

High

To:

Please see the attached correspondence received in the mail today.
Thanks,

~!R.~
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue , Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1725 CAREY AVENUE
P.O. BOX 328
CHEYENNE, WY 82003-0328
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. CLEr
JOHN A SUNDAHL, P.C.
GEORGE E. POWERS, JR., P.C.
PAUL KAPP, P.C.
RAYMOND W. MARTIN, P.C.
KAY LYNN BESTOL, P.C.
JANE M. FRANCE, P.C.

TELEPHONE
(307) 632 -6421
FACSIMILE
(307) 632-7216

PATRICK M. BRADY*
NOAH S. GROVENSTEIN
>\NDREW F. SEARS**

E-MAIL
a tty@sp k m o rg

*ALSO ADMITTED IN COLORADO
** SPEClAL COUNSEL

Writer 's Direct E-mail: pkapp@spkm_org

June 21 , 2021
VIA EMAIL & US MAIL
Pete Gosar, Chairman
Heber Richardson, Commissioner
Sue Ibarra, Commissioner
Albany County Commission
525 East Grand Avenue
Laramie, WY 82070
PGosar@co.albany.wy.us
HRichardson@co.albany.wy.us
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us

Re:

ConnectGen Wind Energy Conversion System Permit Application for the Rail Tie
Wind Project

Dear Commissioners,
As announced at the June 15, 2021 Commission meeting, the Albany County Commissioners
decided to send written questions to ConnectGen and post both the questions and the answers on the
County's website. On behalf of the Albany County Conservancy ("Conservancy"), we wish to
express our appreciation for the interest in the application and the need for additional information.
We want to clarify that the record remains open for all comments for 45 days after June 1, 2021 in
accordance with Wyo. Stat. § 18-5-506.
The process adopted by the Commission treats the record on the ConnectGen application as
still open. If so, then the Commission should clarify that the record remains open to all
public comment as well and the Commission needs to allow the public the opportunity to
providu any additional ~Yidwn~w IwlwY~m l9 the new evidence bein0 added to the record. This
is a matter of fundamental fairness to all participants in this process.
1

Thank you for any clarification you can give.

Sincerely,

~;~
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:43 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:42:12 PM MDT
To: "Kayla J. White" <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>, Camy Willems <CWillems@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:38:45 PM MDT
To: michellejarman@mac.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Michelle. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep
your thoughts in mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and
work in buildings that are solar-powered and look forward to having Albany
County lead in responsible renewable energy production. Have a great
Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
1

Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com
<michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Michelle Jarman
<michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 9:36 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution when clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Dear Commissioners Gosar and Richardson,
I am writing to share my strong support of renewable energy investment in Albany
County and Wyoming. It seems that the anti-wind energy group is well financed in
Albany county, but I don't think they represent the majority of the community opinion. I
fully support the Rail Tie wind project, and urge you to work to bring it to fruition.
Thank you for your work for our community.
Sincerely,
Michelle Jarman
1164 Escalera St Laramie, WY 82072-5020
michellejarman@mac.com
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Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Mary Grace Bedwell
(307) 274-1751
mary.bedwell@usda.gov
fs.usda.gov/mbr

Volunteers needed for Nash Fork Campground
maintenance on Wednesday, June 30
Volunteers will help open the campground for the first time in over a decade
LARAMIE, Wyo., June 24, 2021 — The U.S. Forest Service, in partnership with Common
Outdoor Ground (COG), is seeking volunteers on Wednesday, June 30 to assist in maintenance
and opening of the Nash Fork Campground in the Snowy Range of the Medicine Bow National
Forest.
The Nash Fork Campground has been closed for over 10 years and will now provide an
additional destination for campers seeking designated campground amenities in the Snowy
Range. In order to open these 27 campsites, a variety of general maintenance tasks are required,
including picnic table assembly, debris cleanup, camp site clearing, signpost installation, and
painting. Volunteers are being asked to assist with the effort.
COG is organizing the event, which will take place from 4:00-7:00 p.m. on June 30. Interested
individuals or groups are being asked to RSVP using the online registration. Volunteers should
meet at the Nash Fork Campground, located west of Centennial, Wyoming in the Snowy Range
on Brooklyn Lake Rd (Forest Rd 317). For directions from Laramie, visit the Nash Fork
Campground recreation page.
Following a safety briefing, multiple work groups will be organized for a variety of tasks.
Sandwiches will be provided by Common Outdoor Ground. Volunteers should bring work gloves
and appropriate footwear, clothing, sunscreen, bug spray, etc. Volunteers are invited to camp at
Nash Fork Campground after the event and be the first campground users in over a decade. This
camping opportunity is only open to volunteers.
Contact COG with questions via email, commonoutdoorground@gmail.com or on Facebook,
https://www.facebook.com/commonoutdoorground.
This is the fourth year that Common Outdoor Ground has assisted the Laramie Ranger District
under a signed agreement. The agreement facilitates coordination of volunteers and resources
for multiple workdays throughout the year. COG is a community organization providing
volunteer support for sustainability of outdoor spaces in southeast Wyoming.
More information can also be found on our website or social media channels: @FS_MBRTB
on Twitter or @FSMBRTB on Facebook.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:10 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:51:37 PM MDT
To: christib@rocketmail.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Christine. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts in
mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: christib@everyactionadvocacy.com <christib@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Christine
Boggs <christib@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2021 3:51 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Climate change is a clear and present danger to our way of life. Alternative methods of energy
1

production are one of the many steps we need to take to keep Wyoming's economy functional.
Please consider ALL Albany County residents in this decision and support wind energy in our county.
Sincerely,
Christine Boggs
1303 Renshaw St Laramie, WY 82072-1823
christib@rocketmail.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:09 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Count me in for the Rail Tie Wind Project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:45:34 PM MDT
To: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fw: Count me in for the Rail Tie Wind Project

Hey all. I'm sorry I forgot to copy you on my reply. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:43 PM
To: poteet@snowyrangevision.com <poteet@snowyrangevision.com>
Subject: Re: Count me in for the Rail Tie Wind Project

Good evening Dr. Poteet. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts
in mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
1

From: poteet@everyactionadvocacy.com <poteet@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Gary Poteet
<poteet@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 2:16 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Count me in for the Rail Tie Wind Project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
I am a Wyoming born and Wyoming educated registered voter in Albany county Wyoming. I am writing
to ask for your support for the Rail Tie Wind project and clean energy develpment in Albany County.
With the loss/decline of fossile fuels and its economy in our state, it is time we find a renuable energy
source that is clean and prevelant in our great state. I feel the Rail Tie Wind project fits that bill, that is
why I am asking for you to support this project. Wyoming has a long history of being tied to and
investing in finite resources to help support our economy. This project gives us the chance to change
our direction and invest in a renuable source of energy. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Gary Poteet
405 S 30th St Laramie, WY 82070-5143
poteet@snowyrangevision.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:10 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Wyoming at it's best and first impressions are the lasting ones

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:47:19 PM MDT
To: Karen Schertz <klschertz2@gmail.com>
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Wyoming at it's best and first impressions are the lasting ones

Good evening Karen and thank you. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: Karen Schertz <klschertz2@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 7:27 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Wyoming at it's best and first impressions are the lasting ones
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when
clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.
https://www.palatexposure.com/travel/welcome-to-wyoming/
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:42 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:38:45 PM MDT
To: michellejarman@mac.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Michelle. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts in
mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com <michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com> on
behalf of Michelle Jarman <michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 9:36 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Dear Commissioners Gosar and Richardson,
1

I am writing to share my strong support of renewable energy investment in Albany County and
Wyoming. It seems that the anti-wind energy group is well financed in Albany county, but I don't think
they represent the majority of the community opinion. I fully support the Rail Tie wind project, and urge
you to work to bring it to fruition.
Thank you for your work for our community.
Sincerely,
Michelle Jarman
1164 Escalera St Laramie, WY 82072-5020
michellejarman@mac.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:42 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:38:45 PM MDT
To: michellejarman@mac.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Michelle. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts in
mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com <michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com> on
behalf of Michelle Jarman <michellejarman@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 9:36 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Dear Commissioners Gosar and Richardson,
1

I am writing to share my strong support of renewable energy investment in Albany County and
Wyoming. It seems that the anti-wind energy group is well financed in Albany county, but I don't think
they represent the majority of the community opinion. I fully support the Rail Tie wind project, and urge
you to work to bring it to fruition.
Thank you for your work for our community.
Sincerely,
Michelle Jarman
1164 Escalera St Laramie, WY 82072-5020
michellejarman@mac.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:11 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 9:08:36 PM MDT
To: Oliver Ames <oliverames@comcast.net>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>, "Jackie R. Gonzales"
<JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch" <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Good evening Mr. Ames. I guess we'll have to wait on the final decision on the Rail Tie Wind
Project to decide whether the plaque you would like to fund is necessary. Have a great
Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: Oliver Ames <oliverames@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 7:57 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when
clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.

Mr. Gosar,
1

Unable to recall if I thanked you for your email a few weeks ago. If not, my apologies.
I ‘assume’ my copy to the “Commissioners” will reach all.
I still do not have an opinion, am not a resident of your county, likely live roughly 2,000 miles away, and
intend to rely on the skills of the commissioners to provide properly for your people.
That written, originally I had offered to contribute $100 to a bronze plaque, the verbiage of which
appears below. I wish to change my word “might” to “will”. The plaque ‘will’ state the following…
The operative word is ‘dichotomy’. Perhaps an unusual word for a bronze plaque, but if a wind or solar
farm comes to pass, the view of the Monument with the distant ‘farm’ will be, in fact, unusual.
I feel strongly about this plaque and the word ‘dichotomy’, thus I will increase my commitment to
$2,000 (I have four children and five grandchildren). Perhaps other family members or even Rail-Tie will
join me. Will the county or federal government permit such a plaque to exist or be mounted in the
parking area? I have no idea thus will need to depend on the commissioners for guidance.
Anyhow, this is my current thinking. All the best.
Ollie
Sent from my iPad

On Jun 6, 2021, at 10:42 PM, Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us> wrote:
Good evening Mr. Ames. Thank you for your comments. Pete
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 1:37 PM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution when clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

oliverames@comcast.net

Your Name

Oliver Ames

Subject

New Plaque

Message

Dear Albany County Commission
I strongly recommend and encourage the Rail Tie Project

2

leadership to place a handsome bronze plaque in the parking
area facing the Monument. The plaque might state the
following:
As you face this Monument, consider the dichotomy. The
monument was constructed around 1882-1884 to celebrate
construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. The Rail Tie Project
140 years later occupies the background to harness the winds
of this elevated geographic location.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:43 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Rail Tie Project: Property rights end at your property line

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:39:49 PM MDT
To: JamesDrever@mac.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Rail Tie Project: Property rights end at your property line

Good evening Mr. Drever. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts
in mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: JamesDrever@everyactionadvocacy.com <JamesDrever@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of
James Drever <JamesDrever@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Rail Tie Project: Property rights end at your property line
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Hello,
I’ve been following the Rail Tie Project’s bickering over the last couple of years and the focus seems
to have gone to the greater good/regulations instead of simple property rights. Let me give you a
1

personal example of those rights and what should be done instead of pestering you for regulations:
My primary home is near Centennial. About 2 years ago, the property next to ours went up for sale. I
had two options: I could try and use the owners association and other methods to make it next to
impossible for anyone to build next door or I could do what is right if I don’t want anyone to build
nearby and pay for that privilege and buy the property next door to have that right and not use our
government as a tool. If these people are so adamant about what can and cannot be done on other
property, they need to put their money where their opinions like and pay to have that control of what
happens on a piece of land rather than trying to use government to instill their desires for which they
invest only vociferous complaints, focusing on other issues instead of basic property rights.
Please do what is right and simple and let those who have the right to do with their land do so and
not meddle and set an indefensible precedent.
Sincerely,
James Drever
1305 E Kearney St Laramie, WY 82070-4141
JamesDrever@mac.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:41 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:40:28 PM MDT
To: "Kayla J. White" <KWhite@co.albany.wy.us>, Camy Willems <CWillems@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Fwd: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 7:55:23 PM MDT
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>, m_raisbeck@yahoo.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, Kurt Britzius
<kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Good evening Mr. Raisbeck. Thank you for the note and the Airport Board has
been filled with civil servants that care a great deal for their community. By
volunteering, they have each added many hours to their days and will only be
filling these roles until replacements are found. The board includes the Albany
County Treasurer, the City Attorney, and the Administrative Services Director for
the City of Laramie. I am grateful for their willingness to improve operations at
the airport. Have a great Friday. Pete
1

Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 12, 2021 10:30 AM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution when clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

m_raisbeck@yahoo.com

Your Name

Merl Raisbeck

Subject

Airport Board

Message

What the heck is going on with the airport?
I just heard that the board has been sacked and a "temporary"
group of good ole boys will be running things. This doesn't
seem like a good idea in the middle of major construction
projects, and with the FAA looking into various shortcomings in
operations, unless the intent is a wholesale takeover by the city
council.
Why the secrecy?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:40 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 7:55:23 PM MDT
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>, m_raisbeck@yahoo.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Good evening Mr. Raisbeck. Thank you for the note and the Airport Board has been filled with
civil servants that care a great deal for their community. By volunteering, they have each added
many hours to their days and will only be filling these roles until replacements are found. The
board includes the Albany County Treasurer, the City Attorney, and the Administrative Services
Director for the City of Laramie. I am grateful for their willingness to improve operations at the
airport. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 12, 2021 10:30 AM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when
clicking links or opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
1

Your Email Address

m_raisbeck@yahoo.com

Your Name

Merl Raisbeck

Subject

Airport Board

Message

What the heck is going on with the airport?
I just heard that the board has been sacked and a "temporary"
group of good ole boys will be running things. This doesn't
seem like a good idea in the middle of major construction
projects, and with the FAA looking into various shortcomings in
operations, unless the intent is a wholesale takeover by the city
council.
Why the secrecy?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:42 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: I support the Rail Tie Wind project - I hope you do, too

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:35:14 PM MDT
To: sarabursac@gmail.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: I support the Rail Tie Wind project - I hope you do, too

Good evening Ms. Bursac. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts
in mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: sarabursac@everyactionadvocacy.com <sarabursac@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of
Sara Bursac <sarabursac@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 8:46 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: I support the Rail Tie Wind project - I hope you do, too
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
My name is Sara Bursac and I'm a Wyoming voter from Laramie. I am asking you to support the Rail Tie
1

Wind Project and clean energy development in Albany County. It is really the only way forward. We have
to do our part to combat climate change. Thank you for carefully considering this, and for understanding
the importance of moving forward with the project, despite all of the opposition.
-Sara
Sincerely,
Sara Bursac
515 S 12th St Laramie, WY 82070-4021
sarabursac@gmail.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 8:41 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: I support the Rail Tie WInd Project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:33:48 PM MDT
To: melissa.nicole.morris@gmail.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: I support the Rail Tie WInd Project

Good evening Ms. Morris. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts
in mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I work and live in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: melissa.nicole.morris@everyactionadvocacy.com
<melissa.nicole.morris@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Melissa Morris
<melissa.nicole.morris@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 8:41 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: I support the Rail Tie WInd Project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
1

I am a voter from Laramie and I support the Rail Tie Wind Project. It is time for Wyoming to reap the
many benefits of renewable energy. Those benefits include jobs, better funding for education, and a
way forward for our state. The voices speaking out against this project are small, but wealthy. Don't
forfeit a better future for Albany County on their behalf.
Sincerely,
Melissa Morris
1069 N 13th St Laramie, WY 82072-2940
melissa.nicole.morris@gmail.com
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:10 PM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
Fwd: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
Begin forwarded message:
From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Date: June 24, 2021 at 8:46:33 PM MDT
To: taylornorton0204@gmail.com
Cc: "Jackie R. Gonzales" <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>, "David C. Gertsch"
<DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>, Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Support for the Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Taylor. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts in
mind as I make my decision in the coming weeks. I live and work in buildings that are solarpowered and look forward to having Albany County lead in responsible renewable energy
production. Have a great Friday. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: taylornorton0204@everyactionadvocacy.com <taylornorton0204@everyactionadvocacy.com> on
behalf of Taylor Norton <taylornorton0204@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 6:20 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Support for the Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
I've lived in Laramie for 10 years. Last summer, the Mullen fire made it unsafe to be outside for weeks.
1

The fire was so difficult to contain because of the high temperatures.
This summer is easily the hottest summer I've ever experienced. What's particularly troubling about that
is that it's still spring. The days will keep getting hotter if we don't all take serious action to correct
climate change.
The biggest cause of climate change is, of course, the burning of fossil fuels. The more dependent Albany
County is in imported energy, the more reliant our community is on the oil industry. But if we can
harness cleaner energy sources, we can begin to restore our outdoor spaces to a point where they are
safe to enjoy.
Fortunately, you have an opportunity to bring clean energy to Albany County. The Rail Tie Wind Project
is promising. Please decrease the risk of fires and and smoke during the hottest times of the year. Please
vote to approve.
Sincerely,
Taylor Norton
1665 N 5th St Laramie, WY 82072-2282
taylornorton0204@gmail.com
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It is prudent to periodically check

In This Issue:
• Tax Rate Changes
• Legislative Updates
• Website Updated
• Filing Requirements
• Guides and Outfitters
• Educational Webinars
• Educational Materials
This publication is not an official
taxability ruling. Your specific facts
must be reviewed in detail before we
can make official taxability rulings.
Please direct your written inquiries
for such rulings to the department at
the address or fax number listed
above. Or e-mail your inquiry to:
dor taxability@wyo.gov Please be
sure to include all pertinent--facts-inyour inquiry. We will respond with
written guidance for your particular
business transactions.

Tax Rate Changes:
Effective with the tax return
quarter beginning July 1, 2021
there will be no sales, use or
lodging tax rate changes.
Future Tax Rate Changes:
Pursuant to W.S. 39-15-207(c)
and 39-16-207(c) notice is given
of the following future tax rate

DOR's website for notices of tax
rate changes. Access our tax rate
charts
on
line
at
http://revenue.wyo.gov. From the
Home page, find the "Excise (Sales
& Use) Tax Division, click on
"Publications" click on Sales &
Use Tax Rate Charts. Additionally,
there is a Zip Code Directory
which combines a listing of all zip
codes in Wyoming with the
associated sales tax rates. This
document is in an Excel format.
Please Note: Tax rate changes
are effective the first day of a
calendar quarter after providing
sixty days' notice to all vendors.
Tfiis newSletter and DOR's
website serves as the notice to
vendors of the tax rate changes.
Sales tax rate charts are only
updated as rate changes occur.

Legislative Updates:
During the 2021 Legislative
session, legislation was introduced
to extend the sunset date on W.S.
39-15-lOS(a)(viii)(Q)
which
exempts sales of tangible personal
property or services performed for
the repair, u~~umbly, ultvmtion or
improvement of railroad rolling

stock. The Legislature did not
move any bill forward to extend
the sunset date on this exemption.
Therefore, effective July 1, 2021,
this exemption will be repealed.
Website Updated
The Department of Revenue's
website been updated! Be sure to
clear out any old bookmarks you
may have for the old website and
add new bookmarks for the new
website.
https://revenue. wyo.gov
Filing Requirements:
Licensed Wyoming vendors are
required to file periodic sales/use
returns on a prescribed basis,
monthly, quarterly or annually
depending on the tax volume.
Even if you have no sales to report
in a given reporting period,
vendors are still required to file
their sales/use tax return. Returns
that are not filed by the appropriate
date are subject to penalty and
interest as well as late filer
penalties.

Guides and Outfitters:
Beginning July 1, 2021 , guides and
outfitters who provide temporary
slielte r such as tent camps, base
camps or snow shelters will begin
to collect sales tax as well as the
Statewide Lodging Assessment on
the temporary lodging services
they provide.
On July 1, 2021, if a guide or
outfitter
provides
temporary
lodging services in a county where
there is no local lodging tax in
effect, he would collect the current
sales tax rate in effect along with a
~o;v ~t~tewide Lod in Assessment
0 0
on the temporary lodging service.

If a guide or outfitter provides
temporary lodging services in a
county where there is a local
lodging tax in effect, on July 1,
2021 he would collect sales tax and
3%
Statewide
Lodging
Assessment.
For example,
Laramie County has a 4% local
lodging tax in effect, a guide or
outfitter would collect sales tax of
6% and 3% Statewide Local
Lodging Assessment for any
temporary lodging services he may
provide fu Laramie County.
If a guide or outfitter provides
temporary lodging services in a
city or town that has a local
lodging tax in effect, on July 1,
2021 the guide or outfitter would
collect the current sales tax rate in
effect in the county and they would
also collect the 3% Statewide
Lodging Assessment for temporary
lodging services provided within
the municipal boundaries of that
city or town.
For example,
Pinedale currently has a local
lodging tax in effect. A guide or
outfitter
providing
temporary
lodging services would collect 4%
sales tax and 3% Statewide
Lodging I Assessment for those
temporary lodging services.
If a guide or outfitter were to
provide temporary lodging services
outside
of
the
municipal
boundaries of the City of Pinedale
but within Sublette County, on July
1, 2021 the guide or outfitter would
collect 4% sales tax and 5%
Statewide Lodging Assessment for
those temporary lodging services.
Should a guide or outfitter provide
more traditional lodging such as
cabins, homes, hotels, motels,
these are not considered temporary

shelters a d this lodging service is
subject to sales tax, local lodging
tax (if 1 cally enacted) and the
Statewide odging Assessment.
For exam le, a guide or outfitter
providing
traditional
lodging
services i Teton County which
has a local lodging tax in effect, on
July 1, 2 21, would collect 6%
sales tax, % local lodging tax and
3% Statew de Lodging Assessment
on the tra itional lodging services
they provi e.

Educational Webinars:
The Depa ent has the following
Sales/Use ax Webinars currently
hrough the end of the
year:
July 8, 2021 - New Vendor
General Sa es & Use Tax
July 15, 2021 - Out of State
General Sa es & Use Tax
July 22, 2 21 - General Sales &
Use Tax
August 5, 2021- Contractor
Industry
August 12, 021- Oil & Gas
Industry
August 19, 2021 - Lodging
Industry
September , 2021 -New Vendor
General Sal s & Use Tax
September , 2021 - Out of State
General Sales & Use Tax
September 6, 2021 -General
Sales & Us Tax
October 7, 021 - Guides and
Outfitters
October 14, 021- General Sales
& Use Tax fndustry
October 21, 021 - Construction
Industry

I

The webina schedule is posted to
DOR's we site.
Look for the
"Excise Tax Division" on the home
page and elect "Webinars and
Seminars". Click on the webinar

of interest to vtew the specific
webinar details.

Educational Materials:
The
Department
publishes
numerous educational materials
which are available on our website.
There are Tax Tutorials to assist
vendors in completing the sales/use
tax returns, Bulletins of a general
nature are also available for
vendors
to
revtew.
The
Department
also
publishes
Publications which relate to
specific industry types.
These
publications assist businesses with
taxability information related to
those specific industries.
Field Offices:
The area code prefix is 307 for all
of our field offices:
Casper
266-3621
777-5211
Cheyenne
682-6061
Gillette
Riverton
856-1185
Laramie
742-4207
Powell
754-2686
382-4531
Rock Springs
Sheridan
674-8559
Jackson
734-9354
Torrington
532-5566
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 8:06 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533
This message may contain confidential or proprietary information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above or may
contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the
intended addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message
and any copies immediately thereafter.

From: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Saturday, June 26, 2021 4:07 PM
To: chollenbeck@rmcad.edu; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Kurt Britzius <ebritzius@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject:
Dear Ms. Massine-

Thank you for taking time to submit your thoughts regarding the Rail Tie Wind project. I appreciate your
comments and will consider them in my decision making. Have a good weekend.
-Sue
Sue Ibarra
County Commissioner
sibarra@co.albany.wy.us
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 9:22 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Rail Tie wind project

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 11:08 AM
To: chollenbeck@rmcad.edu
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Rail Tie wind project

Good evening Cassa. Thank you for taking the time to write and I will keep your thoughts in mind as I make
my decision in the coming weeks. I appreciate you taking the time to send me your comments and hope you
have a great week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: chollenbeck@everyactionadvocacy.com <chollenbeck@everyactionadvocacy.com> on behalf of Cassa Massine
<chollenbeck@everyactionadvocacy.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 3:51 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Rail Tie wind project
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.
Dear Commissioner Pete Gosar,
Hello Commissioners,
My name is Cassa Massine and I live in Laramie WY. I have lived in Wyoming for 30 years and hope to live here my entire
life. One of the most frustrating aspects of growing up in Wyoming is the boom and bust cycle and our dependence on
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revenue from fossil fuels. Wyoming has needed to diversify its economy for as long as I can remember. Albany county
has the opportunity to lead the way with the Rail Tie wind project. Our state and local economy are headed down an
unsustainable path. Please approve the Rail Tie wind project and bring new tax revenue into our community.
Sincerely,
Cassa Massine
1212 E Park Ave Laramie, WY 82070-4113
chollenbeck@rmcad.edu
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 9:23 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Boswell Road

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 11:55 AM
To: duster3412@aol.com
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Boswell Road

Good afternoon Gary. I, and Asst. County Attorney, Jennifer Curran met virtually with Frank Romero and
Nathan Haynes from the Forest Service last week to discuss Boswell Rd. As you probably know there are many
issues to work through, and there are no easy solutions. As I understand it, the F.S. must adhere to its
principles and their actions must benefit the people of the U.S.. They also must think through the precedent
that is being set as there are certainly others in similar positions, and Albany County has no control over F.S.
decisions on F.S. land. However, there may be engineering solutions in the short term that the county can
work on to slow the traffic through your property. Would you be interested in having me pursue possible
solutions with Rob Fischer from Albany County Road and Bridge? I'm not sure what can be done but I am
more than willing to ask Rob's opinion. I hope you have a wonderful afternoon. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: duster3412@aol.com <duster3412@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 26, 2021 1:25 PM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Boswell Road
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
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Dear Pete Once again we are coming up on a busy 3 day weekend with no resolution to the Boswell road issue. Has
there been any movement? Gary Williams
-----Original Message----From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
To: duster3412@aol.com <duster3412@aol.com>
Cc: Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>; Kurt Britzius <kbritzius@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sun, Jun 13, 2021 9:08 pm
Subject: Re: Boswell Road

Good evening Gary. I sent a note to Mr. Romero late last week after doing research to become familiar with
the issue. I suspect that I will hear something from Mr. Romero this week. Thank you and have a great
week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: duster3412@aol.com <duster3412@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 7:08 AM
To: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Boswell Road
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or opening
attachments from external sources.
Pete Have you had any response from the Forest Service concerning the Boswell Road? Thanks Gary Williams

2

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 9:22 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Rail Tie

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 11:05 AM
To: mark ritchie <markoritchie@hotmail.com>; Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran
<jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Rail Tie

Good afternoon Mr. Ritchie. I take exception to the characterization presented in your email. I don't believe
the Rail Tie Wind Project is a "done deal" and have spent many hours reading, touring, and trying to make the
best decision possible for most of Albany County's residents. There are some that would assert that this is an
easy decision, but for me that is simply not true. That said, I appreciate your comments and will keep them in
mind as I contemplate my final decision. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: mark ritchie <markoritchie@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 10:25 AM
To: Sue Ibarra <sibarra@co.albany.wy.us>; Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Rail Tie
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Pete and Sue,
I know this letter is coming in a bit late-ish but should still be relevant and timely.
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I assume permitting the Rail Tie wind industrial site is pretty much a done deal despite the argument
that can be made that the trade off of our beautiful, wide open landscape for a small measure of tax
revenue is not worth it.
Given that you will be signing off on industrializing of a huge area of southern Albany county for
energy development, I suppose the most anyone can hope for is mitigating the damage.
I spoke with Sue earlier about this; hopefully the commission can fine tune the permitting allowances.
I would strongly encourage you to do three things.
First, the views from highway 287 to the southwest of the entire Rocky Mountain National Park are a
treasure of Albany County. It’s just spectacular and something so many of us value about Albany
County. This is not an area for industrialization. I believe it would be foolish to allow wind energy
industrialization in that area damaging the view.
The second is lighting. If you’ve had the opportunity to drive west on I-80 out of Cheyenne in the late
evening or night you may well have seen the calamity of red blinking lights that flash continuously and
now at various rates and durations. Shirley Basin was one of the most amazing places in Wyoming
and now is a cacophony of blinking lights and whirling motion. It’s heartbreaking.
Strobe light flashing is just simply an eyesore and distraction of Wyoming’s beautiful evening and
night skies. I would strongly urge you to mandate that ConnectGen employ OCAS technology
(Obstacle Collision Avoidance Systems) that activate lighting only when aircraft are nearby. This
technology is being employed in other areas of the country to the delight, I’m sure, or local residents.
Finally, distance even more the towers from residential dwellings. It seems no explanation of this is
needed if anyone were to imagine living in a wide open Wyoming landscape only to have massive
scale windmills imposed close by.
Thank you for your consideration. Please do the right thing to maintain what keeps Albany County
special, our spectacular landscape.
Mark R. Ritchie
Laramie
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Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 9:21 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 10:59 AM
To: kyleandjuliedoyle@outlook.com; Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Cc: Jackie R. Gonzales <JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Andrea Senior <andreasenior33@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners

Good afternoon Ms. Johnson-Doyle. Thank you for your note and I have forwarded it to the chair of the
Albany County Fairboard. I hope that we will be able to find a way forward and to improve the fairgrounds for
all. Have a great week and thank you for your email. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 9:26 AM
To: Commissioners <Commissioners@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Commissioners
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.

Commissioners
Your Email Address

kyleandjuliedoyle@outlook.com
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Your Name

Julie Johnson-Doyle

Subject

Albany County Fairgrounds

Message

To the Albany County Commissioners:
I would like to voice concerns regarding the management of the
Albany County Fairgrounds in the last year.
In times passed, our Fairgrounds was a welcome gate to
travelers and truckers alike who knew they could stop anytime day or night, seven days a week - and off-load their livestock
overnight or get a camping space to pull in and rest. Many
individuals who travelled through our town on a regular basis
had the necessary phone numbers to contact Fairgrounds staff
stored in their cellphones. Now, there is nobody there who
answers those calls, and indeed, the number listed online for
the Fair Office hasn't worked in months.
The weeds are taking over out there. The sprinklers don't work.
The horse barn sits empty, as do the corrals and arena.
My children participate in Albany County 4-H. The members of
the Albany County 4-H Program had a "clean-up" day on June
4th wherein they cleaned the grandstands, in preparation for
their yearly 4-H Carnival. Staff of the Albany County
Fairgrounds sat on their 4-wheelers and watched this group of
60+ youths do their jobs for them, offering nothing in
assistance. The day after Carnival, our individual 4-H Club
showed up to pull weeds and haul trash, sweep, fix the storm
gutter, etc., around the Albany County Fairgrounds Shooting
Range, because apparently that is no longer part of the
Fairgrounds staff responsibility, either? The living memorials to
Olin Sims and Kolten Moss around the Shooting Range/Beef
Show Ring are near dead due to lack of watering, there again
because the sprinklers haven't been turned on.
Why are you allowing what was once a great gateway to and
representation of our town, to fall to ruin? I would imagine that
former Fairgrounds Manager Ed Schott is turning over in his
grave. My ex-husband, Doug Johnson, was Fairgrounds
Manager for almost ten years, before being fired last June.
Doug and I definitely have our differences, but he at least
maintained our county fairgrounds in a manner that kept it
presentable and well-used, and an asset to this County.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
2

3

Kayla J. White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie R. Gonzales
Monday, June 28, 2021 9:26 AM
Kayla J. White; Camy Willems
FW: Rail Tie Wind and Fire

Jackie R. Gonzales
Albany County Clerk
525 Grand Avenue, Suite 202
Laramie, WY 82070
jgonzales@co.albany.wy.us
307-721-5533

From: Pete Gosar <PGosar@co.albany.wy.us>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 10:13 PM
To: Natalia Johnson <nataliaroyann@gmail.com>; tiesidingvfd@gmail.com; vvfd2013@gmail.com;
albanycountyfd1@hotmail.com
Cc: megangoetz@gmail.com; David C. Gertsch <DGertsch@co.albany.wy.us>; Jackie R. Gonzales
<JGonzales@co.albany.wy.us>; Jennifer Curran <jcurran@co.albany.wy.us>
Subject: Re: Rail Tie Wind and Fire

Good evening Natalia. Thank you for your comments and I hope you have a great week. Pete
Sincerely,
Pete Gosar
Albany County Commissioner
From: Natalia Johnson <nataliaroyann@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 5:16 PM
To: tiesidingvfd@gmail.com <tiesidingvfd@gmail.com>; vvfd2013@gmail.com <vvfd2013@gmail.com>;
albanycountyfd1@hotmail.com <albanycountyfd1@hotmail.com>
Cc: megangoetz@gmail.com <megangoetz@gmail.com>
Subject: Rail Tie Wind and Fire
CAUTION: This message originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution when clicking links or
opening attachments from external sources.
Good Afternoon,
Want to give some comment about Rail Tie Wind and Fire. I sincerely hope the Rail Tie Wind Project is denied- however,
With an upcoming agenda item/MOU between Commissioner's and the Fire Department relating to Rail Tie being set for
the 28th, I’m engaging further. As always thank you for listening.
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It’s almost un fathomable the burden involved in this specific debate. No other renewable project approved or being
currently proposed seems to be debated the way this is. No other project burdens the county the way this project has. I
believe the reason for this is simple - it’s poorly sited. It’s truly torn our community apart and stolen peace from so
many. I’m grateful to those still listening.
For the record I want it stated that if Rail Tie is erected I believe our roads and location put us at great risk for substantial
damage both on the ground and for the county’s bank roll. Many of our roads have one entrance and one exit. The
Forest from Boulder Ridge is just waiting to ignite and how do our Colorado neighbors really feel about this bordering
risk? If Rail Tie is approved we are all at great risk and the county is at great financial liability.
I wanted to send on notice of Connect Gens recent application denial from across the country. An interesting read and
point of consideration.
https://www.redding.com/story/news/2021/06/23/fountain-wind-project-shasta-county-denied-usepermit/5311655001/?fbclid=IwAR1ay2-06NrHr296xtqvwn-FOQsg4MZ06Xfmhg0jpjeRRqSBab0B8q_V2_I
This was their only other proposed wind farm and it was denied by Commissioners after 11 hours of testimony. Poorly
sited industrialization from one project to the next it seems. The cries from the people in Shasta County very closely
match ours- their chief concern, fire danger.
For them, Connect Gen was planning to install fire suppression. Yet still, the arguable threat of fire remained. This is
because fire suppression systems are second rate. They stop the turbines once ablaze but they don’t prevent fires from
starting. Smooth talking Connect Gen Lawyer Amanda McDonald, claimed at a recent planning meeting that she “wasn’t
familiar with any fire suppression systems.”
Really? The company’s only other proposed project was intending to install fire suppression but she didn’t know
anything about systems like that...? Why didn’t she think to offer fire suppression options to us prior to Berns
suggestion- knowing she’s heard over and over our concerns for the bordering forest/Boulder Ridge residents. The
reason is simple-Connect Gen doesn’t care about us nor our safety. They will do anything to avoid liability and
obligation. Only you all, and us all- care about our safety .
After Amanda disingenuously played coy and another connect Gen associate did state it was possible to install - Amanda
went on to say that they were actually willing to look into and install fire suppression systems for Rail Tie if that was the
planners/County’s/fire departments desire. Although fire suppression systems miss the mark and the only way to
protect us is to not build Rail Tie- I greatly appreciated Bern trying to advocate for us. Yet still, our two new Planners
desire to maybe protect us were shot down by the majority. The denial of our safety in this fight as been all too familiar
when dealing with County Planning.
Fire suppression doesn’t protect the Boulder Ridge Tinderbox from igniting but it did feel considerate for Bern to bring
this to the table. Felt very inconsiderate and wreckless that the majority voted down this measure.
I can’t help but wonder how vulnerable we are out here , in the county’s primary growth zone- with nothing more than
volunteer fire departments, a Boulder Ridge tinderbox, zero fire suppression and a fly by night Connect Gen.
Does Connect Gen Albany County LLC actually have the finances to protect us and to assume the liabilities here? This
isn’t Connect Gen conglomerate were dealing with - or even Quatum. This is a very newly formed project specific LLC.
Even newer than Connect Gen Conglomerate which in and of itself is a brand new company. So new they’ve never built a
wind farm.....so new I don’t see them capable of assuming such liabilities and likely they intend to sell off the project.
Will we be protected after that?
In the MOU the Fire department seems most interested in “impact assistance funds.”
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Do those funds even really exist ? What guarantees do we have?
Why approve a project that has such a great potential for impact.
Thanks
Natalia

Sent from my iPhone
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